
Many decades have passed since a then-modern steam locomotive whirled through Bernalillo, pulling 
cars full of passengers under a wispy haze of oil smoke. 

A bygone era, you might think, but such a sight may yet be in the town’s future. Just down the tracks 
in Albuquerque sits the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railway No. 2926, a living, breathing relic that 
once pulled trains like the California Limited through Bernalillo—not run in 67 years before hissing 
back to life in July, 2021. 

“It was a very exciting, very emotional day when it first ran,” said Rick Marsden of Placitas, vice 
president of the New Mexico Steam Locomotive & Railroad Historical Society (NMSL&RHS). “It’s a 
tribute to how long this organization has been in operation.” 

It’s also a tribute to the perseverance of hundreds of volunteers and the current core of about fifty 
who attend twice-weekly work sessions, he added. 

“It was built as a high-speed passenger locomotive capable of 100 mph, pulling 25 cars,” Marsden 
said. “We’re ready now.” 

A war baby born in 1944, the 2926 checked in at 121 feet long and nearly a million pounds without 
fuel and water. It spent barely ten years in freight and passenger service, passing occasionally through 
Bernalillo before being donated to the city of Albuquerque for what seemed like permanent retirement 
in Coronado Park. 

With the locomotive about to be landlocked by Interstate 40 expanding, a few like-minded souls 
formed the NMSL&RHS in 1997, bought the locomotive from the city for $1 and moved it to its cur-
rent site. Since then, the volunteers invested 400,000 work hours, backed by a few million dollars in 
donations and fundraising to overcome uncounted challenges in the restoration. 

While safety reasons prevent firing up the 2926, it will be open for tours at the annual society open 
house on September 24, from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. The event also features a companion baggage car 
being restored, a display of historic military vehicles, model train layouts, professional railroad groups, 
and music by the Territorial Band, Los Radiators and Olde and In the Way, plus complimentary hot 
dogs and drinks. 

The engine is housed at 1833 Eighth Street NW, south of Interstate 40 between the Sixth and 12th 
Street exits. Handicap parking is at the work site while general parking enters at 1800 12th Street NW. 

NMSL&RHS President John Roberts said the 2926 is unlikely to pass 99.9 percent completion, 
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The leadership of the New Mexico Steam Locomotive & Historical Society recently elected  
Rick Marsden (left) of Placitas as vice president and John Roberts of Albuquerque as president.  

Behind them, restored Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe steam locomotive 2926 rests in its engine house.

Positions open for 
working general election  
~SIGNPOST STAFF
A chance to stand up for democracy by becoming 
a poll worker for the November 8 election is 
approaching as the secretary of state and county 
clerks are recruiting for a variety of jobs. 

The 38 voting convenience centers to be open 
in Sandoval County on Election Day each need 
Election Boards of as many as nine people, 
including a presiding judge, two election judges, 
election clerks, and a person to handle same-day 
voter registrations and registration changes. And 
that doesn’t count poll workers at early voting 
sites. 

“Working at the polls means you are on the 
frontlines of our democracy, assisting the voters 
in your community and learning first-hand how 
New Mexico conducts free and fair elections,” 
Secretary of State Maggie Toulouse Oliver said 
in a news release. “There’s no better way to learn 
about the voting process.” 

Pay is at least minimum wage to a maximum of 
two-hundred dollars a day. Sandoval County 
Clerk Anne Brady-Romero told the Signpost that 
she is working to raise poll workers’ pay. 

Brady-Romero also said that she’ll soon be 
contacting recent past poll workers about their 
interest in working again. 

Poll workers must be registered in the county, 
attend mandatory training sessions, sign a sworn 
oath of office, and carry out their duties with 
“acceptable skill and dispatch,” according to the 
state Election Code. Basic computer skills, a 
mobile phone, and email address also are neces-
sary. 

There are limitations on who can be poll work-
ers, ruling out candidates, their close relatives, 
and law enforcement officers. 

Election judges who serve together also cannot 
all be from the same political party. 

The Election Code also requires training ses-
sions ahead of each election for elected county 
clerks, a designated deputy clerk and a technician 
responsible for voting machines. 

A separate set of laws and rules govern the 
appointment of poll watchers and challengers by 
appointed by political parties and groups of three 
candidates. 

A range of election and voter information is 
available on the secretary of state’s website 
SOS.State.NM.us under Voting and 
Elections/Voter Information Portal. Information 
on applying to be a poll worker can be found 
through the Sandoval County Clerk’s Office by 
phoning 505-867-7572 and emailing Clerk@San-
dovalCountyNM.gov. 

Applications to be poll workers filed with the 
secretary of state will be forwarded to county 
clerks.
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Find the Signpost online at www.sandovalsignpost.com

Restored steam engine to welcome the public 
~BILL DIVEN

—continued on page 5
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Nearly  New  
A Repeat Boutique Operated by Bound for Success, Inc.

We are going through the CHANGE 
as "NEW" fall items grace our racks. 

Any 4 items - ONLY $40. 
That's a huge saving on  

sweaters, blazers, pants & suits! 
FALL on in ASAP for best selection.

836 Camino Del Pueblo, Bernalillo, NM 87004  •  771-8228 • bound4success.org  
Open: Wed-Sat. 10am-4pm • Tues by appt. only
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FILL YOUR CART WITH: 
Boar’s Head Deli Meats • Artisanal Cheese 

Over 800+ Fine Wines • Cold Beer 
Growlers • Spirits • Fresh Produce and  

Fresh Meat • Sage Bakery Bread •  
Bakery Desserts • and other Groceries

Gabriel and Dr. Elizabeth  
Holguin are pleased to be a part 

of Placitas and are looking 
forward to the exciting changes 

coming for The Merc. They  
reside in Corrales with their 

three children and are excited  
to bring Two Villages events  

to the Placitas volleyball court 
next summer!

Located in Homestead Village, just 2 miles east of I-25 at 221 Highway 165 
Open 9AM to 8PM  •  Sundays 9AM to 6PM  •  (505) 867-8661SHOP THE MERC
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since, typical of steam engines, there always will be 
something needing attention. So far, it’s only run on the 
three-hundred feet of industrial siding the society con-
trols, and when it will run elsewhere is complicated, he 
added. 

There are preliminary discussions with owners of pri-
vate passenger cars for their use. Meanwhile, the New 
Mexico Department of Transportation owns most of the 
track in and around Albuquerque since buying it from 
BNSF Railway for Rail Runner Express commuter 
trains. 

“Until we have NMDOT’s permission, we can’t even 
move past our gate,” Roberts said. The society is 
exploring initial ways to steam the engine in public 
from short moves for static display to hauling freight-
car photo specials, both being simpler and requiring 
less insurance than passenger excursions, he added. 

The group also is talking with the city government 
about space it owns in the downtown rail yards. Several 
large buildings from the Santa Fe shops where the 2926 
once was overhauled remain, as does the turntable, 
although the roundhouse was torn down in the 1986. 

The adjoining Barelas neighborhood housed many of the shop workers 
whose numbers peaked at 1,500 during World War II and fell to zero over time 
after standardized diesel-electric locomotives replaced the complexities of 
boiler-driven steam. 

“It would be a natural fit,” Roberts said. “2926 is also a tribute to Barelas.” 
Roberts, who manages technical projects for a defense contractor, said he 

joined the restoration project because he likes working with his hands. Mars-
den, retired from a career related to construction engineering, has roots in rail-
roading. 

In his childhood, Marsden spent time with his great-grandparents, major 
shareholders in the Emmitsburg Railroad found in Maryland in 1868 and 
scrapped in 1942. What did survive were boxes of records, photos, and various 
relics now in his care. 

“There was stuff in the basement, and there was stuff in the garage,” Mars-
den recalled. “I have a railroad on paper.” 

Marsden and Roberts both served on the NMSL&RHS board before being 
elected to their positions in July. 

Online at 2926.us.

From page 1 
—Engine

Bringing Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe steam locomotive 2926 back to life after 67 years  
took about 400,000 volunteer hours. Here some of those volunteers are at work in 2017,  

four years before 2926 steamed again.
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Last year’s inaugural Placitas 
Seller’s Open-Air Holiday Market 
was such an enormous success that 
we have already received many 
requests for information.  

The Market is located at the 
Homestead Village Shopping Cen-
ter, 221 NM Highway 165, in beau-
tiful Placitas and is scheduled for 
Saturday, November 5, from 7:00 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m., weather permit-
ting. Vendors set up in the open 
field west of the shopping center. 
All spaces are on a first-come first-
served basis. No reservations. 
Spaces are $10 for each 10x10 
space.  

Vendors cannot sell food, bever-
ages, or firearms.  

For more information, contact 
Nancy Holley at 505-515-4323 or 
nchholley47@gmail.com.

Placitas Seller’s 
open-air second-
annual Holiday 
Market returns 
~NANCY HOLLEY

• Wills and Trusts 
• Special Needs Trusts 
• Probate and Trust Administration 
• Powers of Attorney 
• Health Care Documents 
• Elder Law 
• Guardianship and Conservatorship 

During this time, we will be offering phone and video  
conferencing. We also have emergency procedures  

for isolated individuals to complete documents.

Mrs. Pickel has a Master of Laws (LL.M.) in Estate Planning and Elder Law, 
 is the former chair of the Elder Law Section of the New Mexico Bar, 

is the former division chair of the Estate and Trust division of Real Property,  
Estate and Trust Section of the New Mexico Bar, is a member of the  

National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys, and was a prior board member  
of the Greater Albuquerque Habitat for Humanity. 

She served as an Assistant Judge Advocate General (JAG)  
with the U. S. Air Force before settling in Placitas.

JOHANNA A. PICKEL, LLC 
Located 10 minutes 
from Placitas

Estate Planning & Elder Law Firm

(505) 798-2515 
4801 Lang Avenue, NE • Suite 110 • Albuquerque, New Mexico 87109 

johanna@johannapickel.com • www.johannapickel.com

Fresh For Less 
OPEN IN BERNALILLO • STOP IN! 

FRESH PRODUCE  
CHILE RISTRAS • CHILE PRODUCTS 

FRESH ROASTED CHILE!

Store Phone: 505-916-0538 
Viry: 505-918-9347 • Cesar: 505-484-0724 

Jorge: 505-720-8496

CONTACT US

It’s CHILE SEASON—Get Yours Today!  
We are roasting Green Chile  

from Hatch and Lemitar

242 US HWY 550 
IN BERNALILLO

COME SEE OUR  
VAST VARIETY OF  

MEXICAN IMPORTS  
FOR HOME & GIFTS!



While dealing with government can 
sometimes be complicated, the town of 
Bernalillo recently made something sim-
pler: its website address. 

The new address reduces 17 letters to 
five: TOBNM.gov. The old address, 
TownOfBernalillo.org, still works but 
redirects to the new address. 

With the monsoon bringing rain to the 
area, Fire Chief Michael Carroll 
announced Bernalillo has moved into a 
moderate status. As such, the ban on 
burning and issuing burn permits was to 
be lifted on August 23. 

The rain has also has brought a crop of 
weeds, and the chief said residents have 
been calling about when they can do 
something about those. 

Also during the August 22 Town Coun-
cil meeting, Public Works Director Troy 
Martinez reported that the town had 
received quotes for replacing the play-
ground equipment in Fred Saiz Park. The 
old equipment had to be removed for 
safety reasons in June, and it will take six to eight 
weeks for the equipment to be delivered and for a 
town crew to install it, he said.
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Bernalillo address 
website, burn 
permits, and 
playground  
~BILL DIVEN

No one disputed the need to expand 
the Sandoval County Judicial Com-
plex, but putting a $41 million bond 
issue on the November ballot 
prompted a bipartisan split among 
county commissioners. 

Much of the hour-long discussion on 
August 24 involved building details 
like a new security lobby, two addi-
tional courtrooms, and three hearing 
rooms. The vacated Sheriff’s Office 
also would be renovated to house 
Magistrate Court once the Public 
Safety Complex, now in the early 
stages of construction, is completed. 

The state would bear the cost of 
relocating the Magistrate Court, 
according to the commission’s finan-
cial advisor. 

Chief District Court Judge George 
Eichwald detailed the history of the 
current building in Bernalillo, growing 
since 2005 from two judges to five 
sharing three courtrooms, a small hear-
ing room, and lacking a jury room. 
Sandoval County is the main driver in 
the three-county district, being the 

state’s second largest by population 
and caseload, both of which continue 
to grow, he added. 

“We’re packed in their like sar-
dines,” Eichwald continued. Two 
judges are in what’s considered the 
basement, he added. 

The concerns among commissioners 
came over what selling the 25-year 
bonds would do to the property taxes 
needed to repay them. Past bond issues 
generally came as other bonds were 
paid off, so promoters could rightfully 
claim the new bonds wouldn’t raise 
taxes. 

There generally was less emphasis 
on how taxes would go down if voters 
said no. 

Based on the worst case and not 
approving a proposed library bond, 
taxes on a $300,000 home for bonded 
debt currently at $78 a year would rise 
to around $97 for five years and begin 
declining. Without any new bond 
issue, the tax would decline in steps 
from the $78 to $7 over eight years. 

While the counties are obliged by 

Taxes for enlarging county courthouse 
split commissioners 
~BILL DIVEN

law to provide for district courthouses, the cost to the county could be 
reduced with funding from the Legislature, which is forecasting more than 
$2 billion in “new money” in the 2023 session. Financial advisor Rob Burpo 
said the bonds wouldn’t be issued until after the session. 

He also said there will be a search for other funds, and applying the 
design-build concept to the project also could lower costs. 

Commission Chair Michael Meek, R-Rio Rancho, questioned the rush to 
put the bond issue on the ballot when alternative space might available. And 
Vice Chair David Heil, R-Rio Rancho, called it a “gut-wrenching decision” 
to ask taxpayers to pay more when in the past commissioners waited until 
old bonds were retired. 

Ultimately, Meek and Heil voted against the bond issue while Commis-
sioners Jay Block, R-Rio Rancho, Katherine Bruch, D-Placitas and the 
judge’s brother, Kenneth Eichwald, D-Cuba, agreed to let the voters decide.



August forecasts recurring state rev-
enue will reach $9.2 billion, a 14 per-
cent jump of $1 billion since the 
December estimate. The forecast for 
next year adds another $1 billion on 
top of that. 

The general budget for fiscal 2019 
was $6 billion. 

“Revenue strength is the result of 
sustained high inflation raising 
expectations for gross receipts tax 
and income tax collections,” commit-
tee economists wrote. “Additionally, 
consumer spending has remained 
strong, wage growth has been robust, 
and high oil and gas revenues are 
supported by global supply-side con-
straints raising prices and encourag-
ing production expansion.” 

In other words, consumers are 
hanging in there, still spending 
despite general inflation and high gas 
prices. And the Oil Patch on a sugar 
high second only to Texas in produc-
tion still provides a major chunk of 
revenue and the royalty payments 
into the Severance Tax Permanent 
Fund, whose dividends help support 
education. 

The economists, of course, also 
note significant uncertainty as the 
economy moves forward. 

Sandoval County’s top five among 
57 projects are: 

1. Paseo del Volcán: $5 million in 

Fiscal Year (FY) 2024; $4.5 million 
FY25; $4.5 million received to date. 
A thirty-mile project across Sandoval 
and Bernalillo counties, seven miles 
are open from US 550 to Unser 
Boulevard in Rio Rancho. Current 
target is another mile from Unser to 
Rainbow Boulevard. 

2. 13th Judicial Complex expan-
sion: $2.5 million FY24; $38 million 
FY25; $500,000 FY26; $2 million to 
date. Add a second floor and new 
lobby with security checkpoint 
allowing for an additional courtroom, 
three hearing rooms and moving 
Magistrate County into the building. 
The Sheriff’s Office is vacating its 
space to a new building now under 
construction. 

3. Administration Building comple-
tion: $1.5 million FY24; $480,000 
FY25, $0 to date. Finish the building 
as originally planned had full funding 
been available. This will include new 
commission chambers on the ground 
floor with easier public access. 

4. Three road improvement proj-
ects: $1.6 million FY24; $1.2 million 
FY25; $660,000 to date. Reconstruc-
tion of Camino del Bosque, Bosque 
Loop and Guadalupe Road. All are 
school bus routes now severely dete-
riorated lacking shoulders and with 
hazardous drainage issues. 

5. Sheriff’s Office vehicles: 

$400,000 FY24; $720,000 each year 
FY25-FY28; $320,000 received to 
date. An ongoing program to replace 
ten vehicles a year. The sixty 
deputies covering 3,714 square miles 
put an average of 60,000 miles a year 
on their vehicles. 

 
Bernalillo’s top five among 24 

projects are: 
1. New fire station: $500,000 

FY24, $6 million FY25; 500,000 
FY26; $0 received to date. 

2. Wastewater plant improvements: 
$16M FY24; $500,000 to date. The 
town last year sought $1 million, but 
a newly received master plan by the 
town’s engineering consultant places 
a complete upgrade of the treatment 
plant at $16 million, which could be 
done in phases. 

3. Water system improvements: 
$2.5 million FY24; $0 to date. The 
town continues to deal with older 
high-maintenance water lines causing 
occasional outages. 

4. Trail support system: $150,000 
FY 2024; $2.9 million FY25; $0 to 
date. Bike, pedestrian, and equestrian 
trails. 

5. Park improvements: $750,000 
FY24; $1.1 million each FY25-
FY27: $0 to date. A broad request 
covering all town parks.

SERVICES FOR ALL YOUR  
WATER & CONSTRUCTION NEEDS

DEMOLITION • LOADER • GRADING 
PAD PREPARATION • BACKHOE / BOBCAT SERVICE

Celebrating over 40 Years 
Providing Tax & Accounting 

Services to New Mexicans 

TERRY PISEL, CPA 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 

 

Tax Planning & Preparation 
for Individuals & Businesses  

QuickBooks Consulting

505-798-1003 
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With the state awash in a forecasted 
cash flood of an extra $2 billion, San-
doval County and the town of 
Bernalillo have delivered their wish 
lists for big-ticket spending to the gov-
ernment finance agency. 

Topping the county list is, again, fur-
ther extending Paseo del Volcán—its 
long-sought connection to Interstate 40 
on Albuquerque’s West Mesa. For the 
town, a new fire station, its number 
three priority last year that received no 
funding, has moved up to number one. 

How these high hopes play out amid 
the overall state budget process won’t 
be revealed until after the Legislature 
convenes for a sixty-day session on 
January 17. 

Producing the Infrastructure Capital 
Improvement Plan (ICIP) is an annual 
affair for local governments to review, 
update, and prioritize their dozens of 
construction, and other capital, projects. 
Due at the state Department of Finance 
and Administration (DFA) in mid-
August, the ICIP this year looks ahead 
as far as 2028. 

The DFA-blessed document is neces-
sary to be eligible for most grants and 
state appropriations. Legislators use it 
to divvy up money allocated for his or 
her district, or to join forces with other 
legislators, and for the Legislature to 
pass direct appropriations and some 
bond issues presented to voters. 

“This is sort of our begging list of 
what we’re begging of the state to help 
us fund these things,” County Commis-
sion Vice Chair David Heil said during 
the July 27 commission meeting. “We 
have our priorities, but we’re dependent 
on what the legislators do when they 
get their capital money and how they’re 
going to apply it to our list, along with 
everybody else’s list.” 

The lists developed by staff and 
ranked by elected officials are long, the 
needs are many, and inflation ripples 
through fresh cost estimates. A year 
ago, Bernalillo pegged the fire station 
at nearly $3 million, but not now. 

“I would like us to increase the cost 
to at least 6 million,” Mayor Jack Tor-
res said during the August 8 Town 
Council meeting. “We have not gotten 
any direction from the state on how to 
deal with inflation, but I think that 
might even be low.” 

After discussion with Fire Chief Mike 
Carroll, councilors increased the figure 
to $7 million spread over three years. 

Still, whatever the money surge actu-
ally is will begin reaching local levels 
sometime after July 1, the beginning of 
the state’s 2024 fiscal year. 

By the end of the current 2023 fiscal 
year, preliminary data delivered to the 
Legislative Finance Committee in 

Town and county 
dive into state 
funding scrum 
~BILL DIVEN

UP  FRONT—
CONT I NUED
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Four arrests land  
Placitas woman in jail 
~SIGNPOST STAFF

A report of a woman prowling the Cedar Creek area of Placitas, and ring-
ing at least one doorbell well past midnight on August 3, brought San-
doval County sheriff’s deputies to the area, where they were unable to find 
her. 

Then, around 8:00 a.m., came another call, this time from a resident on 
Cedar Creek Road who found an injured woman in the garage of his 
guesthouse. The woman allegedly told the resident she had been beaten 
and needed clothes and a safe place so she came inside, according to the 
responding deputies. 

One deputy reported bruises covered the woman’s arms and legs, and 
that she had a black eye. She also had ransacked rooms in the guesthouse, 
the incident report added. 

County medics responded to the scene to assess the injuries, but the 
woman declined treatment. She also refused to discuss the injuries with 
deputies, although one deputy speculated she might have been abused or 
fallen from a mountainside. 

A deputy also recognized the woman as Ann Borgia, 43, who was 
arrested three times in the previous 18 days. In those incidents, she was 
charged with aggravated stalking, for allegedly violating a restraining 
order intended to keep her away from a man and his home in rugged coun-
try about 2.5 miles from the Cedar Creek residence. 

Court records list that address for Borgia. 
This time, Borgia was charged with breaking and entering. Magistrate 
Judge Ann maswell-Chevez. 

Delilah Montaño-Baca, citing the four felony charges and repeated vio-
lations of a court order, ruled Borgia to be a flight risk and danger to the 
community. 

With bond set at $4,000 cash, she, at last report, remained in the San-
doval County Detention Center. Borgia is being represented by a public 
defender and, because the charges are felonies, won’t enter a plea until the 
cases reach District Court.
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On August 13, at 6:25 a.m., Rio 
Rancho Police officers began 
investigating a suspicious vehi-
cle in the Walmart parking lot 
located at 901 Unser Boulevard. 
As officers approached the vehi-
cle, a male exited Walmart and 
ran toward the vehicle. Officers 
tried to detain the male, at 
which time the male suspect 
reached between the seats for a 
handgun, and shot at officers at 
near point-blank range. Officers 
took cover and exchanged gun-
fire with the male. The vehicle 
then fled south on Unser Boule-
vard. 

Through the help of the com-
munity and the diligent work of 
investigators, officers were able 

Rio Rancho 
police officer 
involved in  
shooting 
~LIEUTENANT JACQUELYNN REEDY,  
RIO RANCHO POLICE DEPARTMENT

—continued next page

You probably won’t see it on your calendar, but 
September is Life Insurance Awareness Month. 
And it is indeed important to be aware of the 
importance of life insurance. Are you ade-
quately insured? 

Many people aren’t. About 40% of Americans 
face some type of life insurance gap, either 
because they’re uninsured or underinsured, 
according to a 2021 survey by the research and 
advocacy groups LIMRA and Life Happens. 

The need for life insurance is pretty straight-
forward: If something were to happen to you, 
would your family be able to continue their 
same lifestyle? Would the mortgage still be 
paid? Would your children still be able to fur-
ther their education?  

So, if you decide that you should acquire or 
strengthen your life insurance, how much do 
you need? Your employer may provide you with 
some insurance as an employee benefit, but it 
may not be sufficient. You might have heard 
that you should have coverage worth seven or 
eight times your annual salary. But this esti-
mate is just that — an estimate. Everyone’s sit-
uation is different, and there’s really no one 
formula that can tell you how much insurance 
you require. To determine the coverage you 
need, you’ll want to consider several factors, 
including your age, number of dependents, 
your income and that of your spouse and the 
size of your mortgage. 

Knowing how much coverage you need is 
obviously important, but you’ll also want to 
consider what type of life insurance is right for 
you. You have two basic choices: term or perma-
nent insurance. 

As the name suggests, term insurance pro-
vides coverage for a specified amount of time, 
such as 10, 20 or 25 years. Term insurance only 
offers a death benefit — there’s no buildup of 
cash value in your policy. Generally speaking, 
term insurance is considered to be quite afford-
able, especially when you’re young.  

Permanent insurance, on the other hand, 
offers a death benefit and the opportunity to 
build cash value. Because of this, premiums for 
permanent insurance — which includes “whole 
life” or “universal life” — are considerably 

higher than those for term life.  
Which type of insurance should you choose? 

Again, it all depends on your situation and your 
preferences. Some financial experts advise peo-
ple to “buy term and invest the difference” — 
that is, use the money saved on the lower term 
insurance premiums to invest in stocks and 
mutual funds. Others, however, disagree, and 
point to the benefits of permanent insurance, 
such as the ability to borrow against the cash 
value of a policy to pay for unexpected 
expenses. Ultimately, in making the choice 
between term and permanent insurance, you’ll 
need to look at your entire financial picture to 
determine which option is best for you.  

In fact, life insurance should be a key com-
ponent of your overall financial strategy, along 
with your investment mix and the long-term 
goals you’ve set. Insurance can even play a role 
in your estate planning, as you determine the 
best way to distribute assets to your family 
members and any charitable organizations you 
support.  

Life Insurance Awareness Month lasts 30 
days — but your need for life insurance can 
endure for decades. Make sure you’re doing 
everything you can to protect your loved ones. 

FINANCIAL FOCUS— 
Are you properly insured?

Lucas Romero 
Financial Advisor  

240 S. Camino Del Pueblo  
Ste B, Bernalillo, NM 87004 

505-867-9635 

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by 
your local Edward Jones Financial Advisor. Edward 
Jones, Member SIPC. Before investing in bonds, you 
should understand the risks involved, including credit 
risk and market risk. Bond investments are also subject 
to interest-rate risk such that when interest rates rise, 
the prices of bonds can decrease, and the investor can 
lose principal value if the investment is sold prior to 
maturity.

Camino Real Antiques 
& Collectibles

Seasonal changes are here! 

CHILL IS IN THE AIR.   
Chill in the midst of  
timeless treasures.  

Chill browsing for discounted items 
20%-40% OFF.

HOURS: Daily 10am to 5pm • 867-7448 
1101 Camino del Pueblo / P. O. Box 1960, Bernalillo



The suspect charged with stealing a Cor-
rales Fire Department brush truck appar-
ently took time to chat on the radio as 
state and tribal police chased him down 
Interstate 40. 

And that’s as if stealing the red truck 
and speeding away with lights flashing 
and siren blaring wasn’t mystifying 
enough. 

“First of all, you’re going to be seen,” 
CFD Commander Tanya Lattin told 
Albuquerque’s KOB-TV. “It was very 
strange for someone to get in a fire truck 
and steal it and then get on the radio and 
start talking.” 

Lattin said she also was concerned 
about the risks to the public from an 
inexperienced driver handling the mid-
size fire truck heavy with gear and 
water. 
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No fire, just police in hot pursuit of fleeing fire truck 
~BILL DIVEN

The incident began routinely about 7:00 a.m. on August 16 as firefighter-
EMTs responded to a medical call at a southern Corrales residence. The truck’s absence was noticed thirty minutes 
later. 

About thirty minutes after that the Laguna Pueblo Police Department notified State Police that they were pursuing 
the truck west on I-40 near the Bernalillo-Cibola county line. A state officer joined the pursuit, and near the Laguna 
exit another tribal officer deployed a spiked tire-deflation device puncturing at least the one front tire. 

The suspect made it another six miles before exiting at Laguna’s Dancing Eagle Casino and pulling into a gas sta-
tion where he crashed into a wall doing minor damage to the truck and building. The suspect, Dennis L. Chavez, 35, 
of Rio Rancho, refused to surrender peacefully but still was taken into custody, according to a State Police news 
release. 

No injuries were reported through the entire episode. In addition to being charged with receiving or transferring a 
motor vehicle, a felony, court records show Chavez charged with aggravated fleeing, resisting or evading an officer, 
and criminal damage to property. 

A Cibola County Magistrate Judge ordered Chavez held on a cash bond of $10,000, but prosecutors transferred the 
case District Court to request Chavez remained jailed until trial. According to their motion, Chavez endangered the 
public by driving recklessly, failed to appear for multiple court earlier appearances, and has violated release condi-
tions from a felony charge for allegedly assaulting a store employee with a firearm while shoplifting in Albuquerque. 

Chavez pleaded not guilty to the Albuquerque charges and is scheduled for trial in January. He has yet to plead to 
the new charges.

PUBL IC SA F E TY  
—CONT I NUED

b   b   b

to locate the vehicle involved 
in the shooting in Albuquerque 
near Osuna and I-25. Officers 
were able to take three people 
into custody, including the 
male who sustained a gunshot 
wound during the exchange 
with officers at Walmart. While 
officers were in Albuquerque, 
they were able to recover an 
additional stolen vehicle in the 
suspect’s possession. 

The investigation is still 
ongoing and active at this time. 

The Rio Rancho Police 
Department would like to 
thank all members of the pub-
lic, and all law enforcement 
agencies involved for their 
assistance with this investiga-
tion. If you have any informa-
tion regarding this 
investigation, we ask you con-
tact Detective Ben Parker at 
bparker@rrnm.gov.

From page 10 
—Officer
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Securities and advisory services offered through Cetera Advisor Networks LLC, member FINRA/SIPC 
 a Broker/Dealer and a Registered Investment Adviser. Advisory services also offered  

through Lakeridge Wealth Management, LLC, an SEC-registered Investment Adviser. Cetera  
is under separate ownership from any other named entity. Financial Solutions Planning &  

Investments and Cetera Advisor Networks LLC are not affiliated. 

5203 Juan Tabo, NE Suite 2C, Albuquerque, NM 87111



Neighborhood 
mail service 
restored after 
break-ins   
~SIGNPOST STAFF
The U.S. Postal Service made 
short work of changing locks for 
hundreds of Placitas postal 
patrons, although whoever broke 
into and vandalized their cluster 
mailboxes remains on the loose. 

Reports of mail thefts began on 
July 1 and continued to at least 
July 11. The damage was so sig-
nificant it forced residents to per-
sonally visit the post office, 
occasionally wait in long lines 
and produce ID to pick up letters 
and parcels. That continued for 
most of the month. 

The postal service reported 
about 455 customers affected by 
either successful or attempted 
break-ins or damage, leaving 
entire cluster boxes unsecure. 
That led to replacing all the 
locks, which happened sooner 
than initially expected and done 
by August 28. 

The Sandoval County Sheriff’s 
Office alerted deputies to check 
the boxes while on patrol. The 
thefts in neighborhoods off State 
Road 165 extended from near 
Interstate 25 to near Placitas vil-
lage.  

Meanwhile, the investigation 
into the incidents is ongoing, 
according to a spokesperson 
from the Postal Inspection Serv-
ice. No arrests have been made. Boulders that fell on Forest Road 376 during heavy rains in early August were soon removed.  

The danger of more slides and rock falls led to the Santa Fe National Forest  
closing the road on either side of the Gilman Tunnels in the Jemez Mountains.

New Mexico greens up when not washing away  
~BILL DIVEN

A term of art being kicking around this summer is “weather whiplash” or as 
The Associated Press described it, “lurching from drought to deluge.” 

New Mexico got a taste of that with isolated pounding rains, washed out 
roads, and four fatalities from flash flooding from fresh burn scars. Elsewhere, 
historic weather ravaged roads and trapped visitors at Yellowstone and Death 
Valley national parks, dumped more than a foot of rain on drought-stricken 
areas around Dallas, and killed at least 39 people as water rose rapidly while 
wrecking communities in eastern Kentucky hollers. 

The New Mexicans who died were caught in ash- and debris-choked water 
gushing from the 342,000-acre Hermits Peak/Calf Creek fire. It was declared 
one-hundred percent contained on August 21,after burning on the east side of 
the Sangre de Cristo Mountains since April 4. 

Three members of a Texas family died when flash flooding caught them at a 
cabin the family had owned for generations in Tecolote Canyon west of Las 
Vegas. The women, Linda Jane Cummings, 62, and her mother, Betty Cren-
shaw, 84, were found in their truck in Tecolote Creek while Jimmy Chris Cum-
mings, 62, was in debris nearby. 

Two Guadalupita men drove around traffic stopped on State Road 434 and 

into rushing water near Mora on August 7 but only one survived. The body of 
passenger, Benjamin Torres, 64, was found in the pickup truck while John 
Vasquez, 30, fled the scene. 

Vasquez later was arrested and charged with vehicular homicide while under 
the influence and leaving the scene of an accident involving death or great bod-
ily harm. 

Downpours in the Jemez Mountains early in August brought boulders down 
onto Forest Road 376 around the Gilman Tunnels about eight miles north of 
Jemez Pueblo. While the boulders were cleared, the Santa Fe National Forest 
issued a temporary closure order for a mile of the road, including the tunnels, 
citing the danger of more slides and rock falls as the rainy season continues. 

By late August, much of the state was enjoying the lush monsoon season 
scheduled by the calendar, if not the skies, to end on September 15. Even farm-
ers in The Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District (MRGCD) caught a bit of 
a break in the midst of a larger crisis likely to shorten the irrigation season 
again. 
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Studies show that “exercising” the brain improves cognitive function and pro-
cessing speed. How do I exercise my brain? By doing puzzles, learning a lan-
guage, engaging in art, or by learning new material, and engaging with other 
people. By joining PACE (Placitas Adult Community Education), you will join 
a group of stimulating adults who all want to keep their “head in the game.” 
That is, they want to exercise their brains. Each fall and Spring, PACE offers 5-
8 classes that run from 2-8 sessions, once per week, for two hours. The sub-
jects are varied and facilitated by people who have an interest in a particular 
subject and enjoy sharing. PACE is a 501c3, nonprofit, dedicated to adult edu-
cation. 

For our upcoming Fall-2022 classes, we have an exciting line-up; 
Hearing Loss with Mary Clark—This course aims to educate the students 

about hearing loss and how to go about finding someone they can trust before 
spending money for hearing aids. We will also cover skills that can help deal-
ing with hearing loss and practice self-advocacy.   

All the News with Ron Richman—Our only online (Zoom) class. This class 
is a weekly review of the news, national and international, and how it affects 

us.  
Drugs with Mike Gallegos—We are 

bombarded by drug advertisements, what should we be aware of and how is 
safety and efficacy controlled? 

The Unique Literary Arts of New Mexico with Norma Libman—In this 
course we will look at the prose and the poetry of New Mexico, from the oral 
languages of the pueblos to the contributions of the Spanish and other Euro-
pean settlers.  

Wine 401 with JenniferThornton—In this four-week class you will join a 
life-long master taster on a journey of demystifying professional wine assess-
ment. This class is perfect for both the occasional wine sipper and the world 
traveling collector.   

Violence in America with Ron Richman—What is violence, can we predict 
the behavior, can we actually do something about it? 

For details on how to join PACE a, class schedules, registration for classes 
and facilitators go to: www.placitasadulteducation.org

PACE group invites you to exercise your brain 
~RON RICHMAN

REAL  
P EOPLE
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That was after receiving some early water before two typical places 
in Socorro and Valencia counties dried up, as did an unexpected spot 
in Bernalillo County. 

“Right before the water that we’re enjoying came into the middle 
valley, we had significant drying on the San Acacia reach, the Isleta 
reach, and then we had drying in the Albuquerque reach just south of 
Central (Avenue) for the first time since the early ‘80s,” MRGCD Chief 
Engineer and CEO Jason Casuga said during the August 8 board meet-
ing.  

Tempering the good news, though, is the reality that water stored 
upstream is gone, and a dam on the Chama River that usually would 
capture rain runoff is out of service for repairs until 2024. A further 
complication is New Mexico struggling to pay down a growing water 
debt owed to Texas in part from borrowing water last year. 

If the debt reaches a certain point, serious legal troubles follow for 
violating the compact administering Rio Grande water among the two 
states, Colorado, and Mexico. 

“Right now, more than ever, this is the Rio Grande and the Middle 
Rio Grande experiencing what it’s like to truly be a run-of-the-river sys-
tem,” Casuga said. “What I mean by that is we have no infrastructure 
available to us that is allowing us to manufacture water. 

“What we’re seeing in the river is what’s being produced by rain.” 
However, the ninety-day outlook, released on August 18 by the 

National Climate Prediction Center, isn’t promising for New Mexico. It 
shows temperatures likely to be above average while precipitation dips 
below average in all but the southwest corner. 

Meanwhile, monsoon rains eased drought conditions in most of the 
state with only a tiny sliver of two southeastern counties listed in excep-
tional drought, the worst of five categories. The rest of the state is at 
least abnormally dry, the lowest category, while 61 percent is in severe 

drought, the middle category. 
A month earlier, 76 percent was in at least severe drought with 11 percent at 

exception drought spread among ten eastern counties. 
For now, New Mexico has greened up with the free-roaming horses in Placitas 

finding forage and residents welcoming the turn of events. 
“It looked like Ireland,” said one Placitas woman who had been hiking on the east 

side of the Sandias. “It didn’t look like New Mexico.” 
In Sandoval County, the big winner in the rain sweepstakes was a volunteer spotter 

who measured 2.95 about five miles north-northeast of Sandia Park in the 24 hours 
ending about 6:00 a.m. on July 30. She or he are part of the Community Collabora-
tive Rain, Hail, & Snow Network (CoCoRaHS), which is the source of other 24-
hour rainfall data in this story. 

Multiple areas received one-inch rainfalls including Bernalillo, Corrales, and 
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Call DAVE HARPER 505-263-2266 
placitasdave@gmail.com 

Placitas Realty 505-867-8000 
3 Homesteads Rd, Placitas

PLACITAS — PANORAMIC VIEWS! 
4,070 SQ. FT. — $1,200,000

3 BEDROOMS 
PLUS 
2 OFFICES, 
VIEWS OF  
SANDIAS, 
SUNSETS, 
JEMEZ & 
CITY LIGHTS!

INCLUDES 
WATER! 
LEVEL 
BUILDING 
SITE. 
OWNER/ 
BROKER

ACRE LOT IN PLACITAS 
$60,000 — SANDIA VIEWS!

From page 13—Greening
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—continued next page

Pounding rain cause street flooding in Bernalillo on August 1,  
with vehicles hitting a low spot on Camino del Pueblo  

obscuring their vision as they splashed through.
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Jemez Pueblo. Three CoCoRaHS con-
tributors in different sections of Placitas 
reported numerous varying by date and 
location topping out around 0.5 inches 
in mid-late July plus series of showers 
from August 19 into the morning of 
August 23. 

Bernalillo’s storm cleanup included 
scraping mud and trash off South Hill 
Road south of Avenida Bernalillo and 
dealing with two problem areas of 
street flooding. The town has funding 
to design a drain for the area near 
Camino don Tomas and Calle del Norte 
but has yet to find funding for construc-
tion, Public Works Director Troy Mar-
tinez told the Signpost. 

The other low spot is at Camino del 
Bosque and the appropriately named 
Calle Laguna (Lake Street) on part of 
what was the millpond at the town’s 
long-gone lumber mill. A public works 
crew pumped water from there and will 
continue to do so as needed until 
money for road and drainage improve-
ments can be found, Martinez added. 

Elsewhere in the state, heavy rain feeding the Pecos River 
watershed pushed the river out of its banks on August 21. 
About ten miles northeast of Roswell near U.S. Highway 70 
a river gauging station recorded a crest of 17.2 feet at mid-
day on August 21, surpassing the previous record of 14.9 
feet. 

Flooding that day also closed U.S. Highway 285 and 
stranded motorists about twenty miles north of Roswell 
until the water went down. 

Also on August 21, the Gila River in southwest New 
Mexico came roaring out of the Gila National forest over-
whelming U.S. Highway 180 and washing out the bridge 
approach near Cliff, 29 miles northwest of Silver City. 
Floodwaters continued into Arizona breaching a levee at 
Duncan, flooding the town and closing US Highway 70. 

A gauging station on the Gila at Virden, N.M., logged a 
flow of 4,800 cubic feet a second and a record crest of 
30.28 feet, 15 feet above flood stage. 

While meteorologists and climate scientists generally 
don’t tie specific events to the warming planet, there is a 
broad consensus that increasing temperatures both juice the 
atmosphere into more extreme rains and contributes to 
extended droughts.  

A single week in late July and early August logged three 
so-called one-thousand-year storms, spreading calamity in 
metro St. Louis, southern Illinois, and eastern Kentucky. 
The August 5 flooding in Death Valley dropped a year’s 
worth of rain—1.46 inches in three hours, running off more 
than soaking in—also was considered a one-thousand-year 
event. 

While the Death Valley flooding damaged roads and a 
water system, while partially burying cars and stranding 
one-thousand tourists and hotel guests, visitors to Carlsbad 
Caverns National Park fared better. Park rangers ushered 
two-hundred people out of the caverns on August 20 to the 
Visitor Center where they waited several hours for running 
water blocking the highway to recede.

REAL P EOPLE   
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From page 16—Greening

The high-flying acrobatics of climber 
Katie Bone carried her to the finals 
NBC’s American Ninja Warrior before 
her chance at the million-dollar prize 
ended with a splash. 

The 16-year-old Bernalillo native was 
well on her way on August 15, leaping, 
scaling, swinging 18 feet for a reverse 
grab at a hidden hold, and riding obsta-
cles in the first of four final stages. She 
nimbly maneuvered the Slide Surfer, 
Three Ring Circus, and Giant Roller-
coaster. 

Then she encountered the Jumping Spider. 
A running leap put her between walls requir-
ing her to hold on with hands and feet spread. 

For a few moments she appeared to have 
succeeded only to pitch forward and into the 
water below. 

“Man, she’s got a lot to be proud of,” a com-
mentator said. “Making it to Las Vegas as a 
16-year-old rookie.” 

Of the 69 contestants in the first stage, 25 
completed the course with the Giant Spider 
knocking out 13, more than any other chal-
lenge. 

Bone, a champion rock climber, also has her 
sights sent on the Olympics where competitive 
climbing is now a sport. Diagnosed with Type 
1 diabetes (T1D), she wears a glucose monitor 
on one arm and small insulin pump on the 
other. 

“To me, making a difference is about shar-
ing what you are passionate about with others, 
especially when it comes to giving permission 
to others with or without T1D, they can 
achieve and do the things they dream of 
doing,” she told Authority Magazine in July. 
“One of my main goals in doing Ninja is to 
show kids with T1D, and parents with kids 
who have T1D, that they don’t have to be 
ashamed of their medical devices. 

“They have something others are not dealing 
with, but they still can do anything they want 
and can achieve any goal.” 

A video of Bone’s appearance is on 
YouTube at 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=-J-yQ5GxOJs.

Bernalillo teen’s spirit 
Ninja run draws praise  
~SIGNPOST STAFF
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• Women’s Health 
• Prenatal Services 
• Comprehensive Family 
  Medicine 

• Same Day Appointments 
• Family Planning 
• Behavioral Health

Open Monday to Friday • 8am to 5pm 

121 Calle Del Presidente 
Bernalillo, New Mexico 87004

Serving Bernalillo and the surrounding area for over 45 years

Covid vaccinations 
and COVID testing  

free of charge.  
Call for your  
appointment.

Steven L. Hartman, MD, Medical Director 
Rachel Rankin, MD • Rachel Marzec, FNP-PMHNP  

Felina Ortiz, CNM • Rebecca Casalino, CFNP 
Brie Anaya, CFNP • Stephen V. Roper, CFNP 

Jennifer Webb, LPCC • Madeleine Stevens, LPCC 
Sandra Fortier, LCSW 

Claire Melgaard, CFNP • Lucille McDermott, CFNP 
Lisa Taylor,CFNP • Hannah McDermott, PhD 

Participating providers for all 
major health insurance plans

REAL P EOPLE  —CONT I NUED

From Placitas Elementary School to 
Marine Corps aviator, Brittany Holden-
Rhodes has kept her eyes skyward. 

A graduate of the U.S. Naval Acad-
emy class of 2022, Holden-Rhodes was 
commissioned in May as a second lieu-
tenant in the U.S. Marine Corps. She 
reported in August for Marine Corps 
Basic School, a 26-week program for 
officers at Quantico, Virginia. 

By the time Basic School ends, she 
formally will have selected a military 
specialty and move on to Naval Air Sta-
tion Pensacola, Florida, if her pursuit 
remains naval aviation. 

A 2017 graduate of Sandia Prep 
School in Albuquerque, she attended 
Marion Military Institute in Alabama for 
a year and was appointed to the Naval 
Academy by then-Sen. Tom Udall. 
Holden-Rhodes receives flight instruc-
tion at Marion going by the call sign 
Dragon, a holdover from her past karate 
training. 

During the graduation and commis-
sion ceremony at the Navy-Marine 
Corps Stadium in Annapolis, Holden-
Rhodes shook hands with Navy Secre-
tary Carlos del Toro and President Joe 

Biden, the commencement speaker and 
commander in chief. 

In his address, Biden said no genera-
tion chooses the world into which it’s 
born, and military officers don’t know 
the range of challenges they’ll face. 

“And, Class of 2022, you are graduat-
ing at an inflection point, not only in 
American history but in world history. 
And I mean it,” he continued. “The 
challenge we face and the choices we 
make are more consequential than ever. 

“Things are changing so rapidly, that 
the next ten years will be the decisive 
decade of this century, because they’re 
going to shape what our world looks 
like and the values that will guide it not 
just for the immediate future, but for 
generations to come.” 

Holden-Rhodes is the daughter of 
retired Marine Lt. Col. James Holden-
Rhodes and Karen Hanthorn-Rhodes of 
Placitas. The gold second lieutenant 
bars they pinned on her shoulders after 
her swearing-in were the same one’s 
pinned on his shoulders by his parents 
when he was commissioned as a Marine 
officer in 1965.

Placitas woman becomes  
Marine Corps officer 
~SIGNPOST STAFF
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Karen Holden-Rhodes watches as retired Marine Lt. Col. James  
Holden-Rhodes pins second lieutenant bars on their daughter Brittany  

in May after she graduated from the U.S. Naval Academy.  
Brittany began her education at Placitas Elementary School and  

from the Naval Academy became a Marine Corps officer.



On September 11, from 9:00 a.m.-4:00 
p.m., seven distinct private gardens will be on 
display for the ticketed public in Placitas. All 
the gardens are the result of the private own-
ers’ sweat and tears. Even if a garden was ini-
tiated by a previous owner, it will have its 
own current personal stamp. The gardens are 
named for a theme that is fitting to the garden 
owner and location. Talk with the owners and 
the knowledgeable volunteers about the 
plants, the history of the garden, and how the 
owners developed their personal landscapes. 

In remembrance of the 9/11 anniversary date, 
the tour theme will focus on the sanctuary 
aspects of our gardens. In this hectic post-pandemic time with continued world strife, our gardens remain our per-
sonal space for respite and relaxation. 

Each garden will feature a well-known local artist, six from Placitas and one from Corrales, who will be creating 
their craft amidst the garden as guests watch and ask questions. These unique creations of garden art along with other 
works of art created by the artists will be on display in the Gracie Lee Room on the day of the tour and through the 
end of September. Browse and enjoy and sign up for a gift basket drawing. 

Go to PlacitasGardenTour.com to learn more about the tour, the individual gardens, the artists and where to pur-
chase tickets for the tour. As in the past the beautiful and informative Placitas Garden Tour Booklet will be the ticket 
that allows you to enter each garden. Even out of town guests will find it easy to navigate the tour by following the 
garden tour map and the strategically placed garden numbered directional street signs marked by the sunflower logo. 

The Placitas Community Library grounds will be a central location for tour guests to purchase tickets, refresh with 
complimentary Chicky’s Coffee, and to shop at the Sage Organics tent for soaps and fragrances, the purchase of 
which will help support the Placitas Garden Tour organization. The library will feature a collection of books inside 
about terrorist attacks, civilian heroism, and the aftermath. 

Advanced tour tickets at a discounted fee may be purchased at the Merc Grocery, the Placitas Community Library, 
and at local Nurseries through September 10. Day of Tour tickets will be sold at the Homestead Village (yellow tent) 
and the Placitas Community Library starting at 8:30 a.m. For more information, go to PlacitasGardenTour.com. 

The Placitas Garden Tour is a 501(c)3 nonprofit dedicated to hosting an annual tour of exceptional gardens. Ticket 
proceeds from the tour benefit our participating volunteer organizations: the Placitas Community Library and the 
Sandoval Extension Master Gardeners.
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Master Gardeners 
teach gardening, 
landscaping skills 
~PAM TROUTMAN

HEALTH

Why is HOMEscape Design Solu-
tions perfect for you right now? 
Attend this six-session, hands-on 
workshop to learn how to create 
your personal dream “HOME-
scape.” Master Gardeners will 
inspire you to complete your 
landscape project as you learn the 
tools of site planning.  

This unique workshop—an 
enhancement to the Master Gar-
dener program and also open to 
the public—promises to inspire, 
empower, and encourage partici-
pants! Your team of master gar-
deners and participants will visit 
your garden to provide sugges-
tions and ideas for your dream 
landscape! Also available is one-
on-one consultation from the 
expert instructors and lifetime 
Master Gardeners! 

Course work is presented by 
Veteran Master Gardeners and 
focuses on artistic design and 
includes aspects of Permaculture 
(an innovative framework for cre-
ating sustainable ways of living), 
Xeriscaping (a style of landscap-
ing and gardening that reduces or 
eliminates the need for supple-
mental water from irrigation), 
Southwest Native Plants (that 
thrive in our harsh environment); 
plus hardscape essentials, basic 
tree care, raised bed gardening, 
and much more. 

Held at the Placitas Community 
Library, 435 Hwy 165, in the 
Grace Lee Conference Room. 

This workshop is scheduled for:  
September 9, from 6:30-9:30 

p.m. 
September 16, from 6:30-9:30 

p.m. 
September 17, from 9:30AM-

12:30 p.m. 
September 21 from 3:00-8:00 

p.m. 
September 24, from 6:30-9:30 

p.m. 
September 25, from 9:30 AM-

1:30 p.m. 
September 30, from 6:30-9:30 

p.m. 
Class is limited to forty partici-

pants and fills up fast. There is a 
$40 fee for workshop materials, 
payable at the first class. You 
must register in advance. 

For further information and to 
register, contact us at 
homescapeinfo2021@yahoo.com

6th Annual Placitas 
Garden Tour blooms 
~SANDRA LIAKUS

Linda and Marc Davidson’s garden features extraordinary views  
as well as significant landscaping challenges  

given extreme slopes on both sides of the property. 
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N IGHT  SKY

I recently ran across a very interesting website by Judy 
Schmidt featuring an interesting array of galaxies. See 
them for yourself on Flicker at https://bit.ly/3AalVfa. She 
works on the PHANGS (Physics at High Angular 
resolution in Nearby GalaxieS) project with NASA 
[https://bit.ly/3R0DdC5]. Let’s take a look at some these 
interesting galaxies. 

NGC1365, Great Barred Spiral Galaxy, is a double 
barred spiral located in the Fornax constellation, 56.2 
million light-years from the Sun. In visible light, 
NGC1365 shows a dust-filled central core that obscures its 
active black hole [https://go.nasa.gov/3wmDlUx]. From 
Earth, the bar rotates clockwise and completes one rotation 
every 350 million years. In the James Wen Space 
Telescope (JWST) image [https://bit.ly/3PEpm3l], the 
infrared (IR) image better shows the central black hole. 
This is the first black hole to have its spin accurately 
measured. This giant is about two-million times the mass 
of the sun and rotates at 84 percent of the speed of light. It 
is believed the bar in the center of the spiral helps draw in 
gas and dust that feeds the star forming regions.  

At a distant 32 million light-years, NGC 628 can be 
found in the Pisces constellation. The differences in 
appearance between the Hubble visible light image 
[https://bit.ly/3ADj1kw] and the JWST IR image 
[https://bit.ly/3pT30Rn] is striking. Seen from Earth, this 
face-on galaxy is difficult to study because of this low 
luminosity. That may be the reason it is called the 
Phantom Galaxy. This is just one galaxy associated with 
the M74 group of galaxies, and is the brightest of the 
group. 

NGC 2444 and NGC 2445 are two galaxies in the 
process of colliding. NGC 2445 has been stretched into an 
unusual triangular shape reaching toward NGC 2444. This 
stretching has set off a frenzy of star formation, hence the 
blueish color of the galaxy. The stars closest to NGC2444 
will likely be stripped from NGC2445 to join NGC2444. 
These blue, new, hot stars in the stream between the 
galaxies are estimated to be only 50 to 100 million years 
old, while the new stars further away may be as old as 1 to 
2 million years old. The PHANGS image can be seen at 
https://bit.ly/3PyOcSc. This duo is located 181 million 
light-years away in the Lynx constellation. 

In meteorology, Crepuscular Rays are shadows cast with 
the sun below the horizon, showing light and dark 
streamers of light in the sky. They can also be created by 
clouds shadowing the sun allowing the rays to stream 
downward. In astronomy, IC 5063 shows its own unique 
form of Crepuscular Rays [https://bit.ly/3dMkbBc] This 
image on Schmidt’s Flicker page points out the shadowing 
from above and below the galactic disk. This galaxy is 
about 160 million light-years away from the sun and 
resides in the Pavo constellation. 

The Grand Spiral galaxy, called the Grand Spiral Galaxy, 
or NGC 4254, is magnificent in the Hubble image 
[https://bit.ly/3PK2L5o]. Located 49 million light-years 
away in the constellation Coma Berenices, this galaxy is 
reportedly the first “spiral” galaxy to be observed initially 
by Pierre Méchain in 1781. It is a bit peculiar because its 
arms are tightly wound, except one that is flailing loosely 
away from the galaxy. The distorted arm is thought to be 
caused by a close pass by NGC 4262 some 280 million 
years ago. 

September 2022 Night Sky 
~C H A R L I E  C H R I S T M A N N  

Take a look at a spiral galaxy whose center is encircled by a blue ring of 
newly forming stars. This is NGC 1317, or is it NGC 1318 
[https://bit.ly/3dL0gCy]. The galaxy was accidentally given two NGC 
designations. It is believed to be about 55.1 million light-years away, but could 
be as much as 88.4 million light-years away, in the Fornax constellation. 

The Leo constellation hosts a celestial angle, VV689 (the Angle Wing) 
[https://bit.ly/3pCxyGS]. The beauty of VV689 is actually caused by the 
destruction two galaxies in the process of merging. Its distance is not yet known. 
This image was found by the volunteers of the Galactic Zoo project, a crown 
sources effort to classify galaxies in the tens of thousands of images taken by 
robotic telescopes. 

IC 2431 is another galactic merger, but this time, it is likely three galaxies 
interacting [https://go.nasa.gov/3R1fQIu]. These galaxies are 681 million 
light-years from Earth in the constellation Cancer. The activity in the heart of 
this conflagration can’t be seen due to the dust that obscures the central region. 

Lastly, take a look at the four images of a single distant quasar, created by the 
mass of an intervening object. Gravity has bent the light from quasar 
2M1310-1714 into multiple images encircling a group of galaxies lying closer 
to Earth than the quasar [https://bit.ly/3dHQy3U]. Unbelievably, the light we see 
from this quasar today left more than 17 billion years ago. 

 
These are just a few of the many fascinating images that can be found on Judy 

Schmidt’s Flicker page. It is well worth a look.
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Placitas Artists Series (PAS) announces a special concert to honor Richard 
Reif’s service to the organization and Placitas community. Reif served PAS 
as an officer for ten years, including as president for two three-year terms, 
the second of which ended this summer. The concert takes place on October 
2, at 3:00 p.m., at Las Placitas Presbyterian Church. 

This special concert will be an “informance,” featuring works by some of 
Reif’s favorite composers. It is organized and performed by Luke Gullickson 
on piano, along with David Felberg, violin; Jesse Tatum, flute; and John 
Barney, spoken word. Featured will be an original composition by Gullick-
son, plus works by Philip Glass, Arvo Pärt, Meredith Monk, and John 
Adams.  

Reif’s first experience with Arvo Pärt was hearing Spiegel im Spiegel, and 
then, exploring his music further, feeling the connection to Gregorian Chant, 
music Reif had listened to appreciatively for years—especially doing 
physics homework at college! 

Works by Glass and several of his contemporaries are referred to as “mini-
malist,” and have been criticized as such. Reif, in the course of a post-con-
cert interaction with Glass himself, said that he did not find such 
compositions minimal, and that they were, instead, “varied, subtle, complex, 
and with ever-changing nuances.” Glass thanked Reif. 

The concert will inform and delight audience members, while serving as a 
fundraiser to enhance an operating budget depleted by two years of pan-
demic austerity. The concert will be followed by a tapas and wine reception 
at a private home. 

Individual tickets can be purchased at PlacitasArts.org/tickets, with or 
without the reception.

PAS announces special concert 
to honor Richard Reif 
~ALLEN BOURNE

A special presentation for children  
teaches skill and compassion 
~PAMELA TROUTMAN

On September 10, from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m., Donna Salamoff will read The 
Garden Wall written by her friend, Phyllis Limbacher Tildes. The story is 
about the friendship between a hearing child and a deaf child. After the 
story, Donna will teach the children signing. 

With warmth and wit, this award-winning author and illustrator weaves a 
sensitive story that opens a window to the deaf experience. Young readers 
will discover that true communication begins with an open mind and heart.  

Ms. Salamoff is deaf and also reads lips. She has taught herself to speak 
perfect English. When you meet Donna, be sure to face her so she can see 
your lips and you can carry on a conversation with her as with anyone else. 

The children’s committee members are preparing a related activity on 
signing and it will be available to our patrons in the Pearl Room of Placitas 
Library.

La Prenda Studio  
Bernalillo Arts & Salvage

Open Fridays & Saturdays • 10-6 
No Signs—just a Red Umbrella 

3 blks West of Abuelita’s  
243 W. Calle don Andres

Onyx • Turquoise • Coral 
Moonstone • Carnelian

ART S
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Placitas Artists Series (PAS) will launch 
its 36th season of chamber music fea-
turing a strings, clarinet, and piano per-
formance by enhakē. The concert takes 
place September 18, at 3:00 p.m., at 
Las Placitas Presbyterian Church, pre-
ceded by a public visual arts exhibition 
reception at 2:00 p.m. 

Possessing a knack for adventurous 
yet accessible programming, enhakē 
(in-HA-kee) has consistently distin-
guished itself with performances of 
startling intensity. Drawing its name 
from the Seminole [Creek] word for 
sound or call, enhakē has been praised 
for its “playing of the very highest cal-
iber” (Fanfare) and “keen instinct for 
exciting programes” (BBC Music Mag-
azine). 

Their distinctive instrumentation 
(Wonkak Kim, clarinet; M. Brent 
Williams, violin; Katherine Decker, 
cello; Eun-Hee Park, piano) allows 
them the flexibility to perform reper-
toire from the Baroque, Classical, and 
Romantic eras, in addition to the most 
captivating contemporary master-
works.The grand-prize winner of the 
Yellow Springs Chamber Music Com-
petition, gold medalist of the Interna-
tional Chamber Music Ensemble 
Competition at Carnegie Hall, and 
finalist of the Osaka International 
Chamber Music Competition (2011), 
enhakē has successfully toured on three 
continents and in some of the world’s 
most exciting venues.  

The quartet’s members are all dedi-
cated educators having held posts at 
leading universities, in addition to 
being faculty members at the Chapel 
Hill International Chamber Music 
Workshop, Music in the Mountains 
Conservatory, Interlochen Center for 
the Arts, and Blue Lake Fine Arts 
Camp. 

The quartet will present chamber 
music compositions by John Mackey 
(Breakdown Tango), SiHyun Uhm (Cir-
cus Suite for Clarinet, Violin, Cello, 
and Piano), Peter Schickele (Quartet 
for Clarinet (in A), Violin, Violoncello, 
and Piano), Ellen Taaffe Zwilich 

enhake opens Placitas 
Artists Series 36th 
season with strings, 
clarinet, piano 
~ALLEN BOURNE, BOARD PRESIDENT,  
PLACITAS ARTISTS SERIES 

I, Sylvia Lee Warner, fiber artist 
and writer, have an upcoming 
exhibit at the Jemez Fine Art 
Gallery in Jemez Springs from 
September 2 to September 9. I 
have long been fascinated with 
banners, after visiting the 
medieval churches of Europe 
long ago. The show includes 
both woven tapestries and felted 
works, celebrating life in North-
ern New Mexico. The show will 
include some of my best ban-
ners and tapestries. 

Two of our closest Pueblos, 
Isleta and Sandia, are repre-
sented in midsized tapestries. 
Isleta Pueblo, Circa 1939, is 
woven using sepia tones. The 
tapestry is designed to resemble 
an old photograph. The pueblo 
itself, down at the river’s edge, 
is barely visible beyond the 
bridge. I presented myself , 
embroidered in with my dog as 
a young girl at the bottom edge 
of the work, playing with an 
iron hoop. The other Pueblo 
work in the show, Sandia Pueblo 
is framed by the Sandia Moun-
tains in the distance and the Road 
Runner train in the foreground. 

Banners are both decorative and useful, offering excellent shields 
from the glaring sun, here in Southwest.  

This exhibit is designed to present a sort of fanfare for the common 
man, like Aaron Copland’s vibrant music. I wish to welcome every-
body into this lovely, friendly gallery. I have invited two artist friends 
to submit works, one a teenage local girl, and the other, a fiber artist 
living in Michigan. I met both while working at the gallery, where 
people seem to gravitate, holiday or not, to stop and chat with the 
artists on site. Check out the gallery’s website, jemezfineart.com, for 
details and directions.

Jemez Fine Art  
Gallery features  
Sylvia Lee Warner 
in fiber art show

Read Signpost  
back issues at 

sandovalsignpost.com 
•  •  • 

News and information of interest  
to the residents of Sandoval County
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THE PAINTING BROTHERS OF PLACITAS 
OIL • WATERCOLOR • ACRYLIC • CLASSES 

DON & MICHAEL CAMPBELL 

STUDIO AND GALLERY 
671 HWY. 165 • IN THE VILLAGE OF PLACITAS 

SATURDAYS  
10AM-2PM 

AND BY  
APPOINTMENT

DON MICHAEL

(503) 
273-1832

Artist Sylvia Lee Warner

Master Raven, fiber art, 
by Sylvia Lee Warner

(Abgang and Kaddish), Alexis Ciesla 
(Hora & Freilach), and Astor Piaz-
zolla (Concierto para Quinteto).  

Individual tickets can be purchased 
at PlacitasArts.org, where the concert 
program, musician bios, and more 
will be available. K-12 students with 
an adult ticket holder can attend free. 
The concert is generously sponsored 
by Cindy and Allen Bourne. 

Concertgoers are encouraged to 
come early for a 2:00 p.m. monthly 
artists reception in the church’s Fel-
lowship Hall. Featured artists are 
Katherine Irish, pastels of New Mex-
ico skies, including her raffle dona-
tion valued at $1,900 (tickets at $20 
or 3/$55 are available on the PAS 
website, the library, and at the con-
cert); John Allen, photographs of 
musical instruments and their makers; 
Rebecca Nolda, imaginative abstract 
paintings in a vibrant Placitas palette; 
Karen Valdez, resin-coated vessels; 
and Cheryl Weber, gold and fine 
turquoise contemporary jewelry. The 
show is open to the public during 
church gallery hours, Tuesday-Friday, 
9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m., and by appoint-
ment. All artwork on display is avail-
able for purchase.  

Placitas Artists Series projects are 
made possible in part by New Mexico 
Arts, a division of the Department of 
Cultural Affairs, and the National 
Endowment for the Arts.



Dana Patterson Roth presents  
“Seeking the Ephemeral”  
—JOAN FENICLE

Creative photography by Dana Patterson Roth will be on display from 
August 30 through September 25. A reception for the artist will be held on 
September 17, from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. 

Born and raised in New Mexico and a long-time Placitas resident, Dana 
Patterson Roth fell in love with photography the first time she picked up 
her mother’s camera at age five. At the age of ten, she purchased her first 
camera—a Kodak Instamatic for ten dollars. Dana has studied 
photography and painting at UNM, the Santa Fe Photography Workshop, 
and other venues. Her work has been in the InSight Women’s Photography 
Exhibit, Placitas Studio Tour, Placitas Artist Series and other shows in 
Albuquerque and Placitas. She helped found the Placitas artist 
collaborative, Wild Hearts Gallery. 

Enamored with black and white documentary photography, Dana 
concentrated on documentary, portraiture, and event photography for 
many years. When she reluctantly switched to digital photography, she 
quickly embraced color and slowly she began to let go of self-imposed 
rules and traditional guidelines. She now works in both B&W and color, 
often reinterpreting how a camera can be used, and finding other ways to 
create photographic images such as using a scanner. Dana frequently 
utilizes various printing media, including wood and aluminum. In Seeking 
the Ephemeral, Dana captures fleeting moments that may or may not exist. 

“I’m drawn to making images that soften my perception of the world. By 
moving my camera during exposure, I am able to create dreamy, painterly 
images that are more about feelings and mood than documentation. The 
water images convey how I feel when I’m moving through water. Whether 
swimming, sailing, or kayaking, I feel emotionally and physically caressed 
by the flowing water as I slip through it. Some images were taken from a 
moving car, offering a glimpse of the passing world, like each fleeting 
moment as we pass through time.”  

The reception will be celebrated with fellowship and refreshments on 
September 17, from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. The gallery will follow all 
COVID-19 safety measures in place at the time of the reception.  

Wild Hearts Gallery is an artists’ collective, supported by 16 local artists. 
The gallery is open Tuesday through Friday, from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.; 
Saturday and Sunday, from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. You can also take a 
visual tour of the gallery by visiting wildheartsgallery.com. 
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Free Web Galleries 
for Placitas artists

www.PlacitasArtists.com

The Best Art in New Mexico 
is in Placitas!

Morning Breaks Softly, fine art photograph, 
by Dana Patterson Roth

GalleriaTamaya 
Located at the Hyatt Regency Tamaya Resort and Spa 

1300 Tuyuna Trail, Santa Ana Pueblo, NM 87004  
OPEN MON-SAT 10AM-6PM & SUN 10AM-5PM 

(505) 771-6081 • galleriatamaya@gmail.com

The Galleria Tamaya uniquely New Mexican gallery features  
handcrafted jewelry, copper-work, alabaster sculpture,  

Zuni fetish carvings, authentic pueblo pottery, and much more! 
Find gifts and collectibles—truly special and exclusive to this area.

Come Shop with Us! 
Find us by the roundabout



Placitas Reads: The Sacred 
Bridge, by Anne Hillerman 
~ANNE FROST
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 
OF SIGNPOST ADVERTISERS 

Find the Signpost online at 
www.sandovalsignpost.com 

Mailed subscriptions available.
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The Merc 
launches  
new era of 
ownership 
—BILL DIVEN

This fall brings the Placitas Community 
Library’s (PCL) second community read-
ing project, Placitas Reads 2022. The 
purpose of a ‘community read” is to 
bring people together and build commu-
nity through reading and discussing the 
same book. For our Placitas Reads 2022, 
PCL has chosen The Sacred Bridge by 
Anne Hillerman, the newest mystery in 
her series with Chee, Manulito, and 
Leaphorn. 

Given the stresses of the last several 
years the Placitas Reads Committee 
wanted to choose a book that would be 
an exciting and comforting read. We also 
wanted to provide food for thought about 
issues that are critically important like 
the effects of the severe drought in this 
area and the historical disregard for 
Native American Sacred sites such as the 
Rainbow Bridge and Chaco Canyon.  

The Book Reporter describes the novel 
as a dual novel about Native American 
history and the challenges to preserve 
sacred sites and artifacts, and the battle 
between profiteering and protection.   

Placitas Reads has planned three excit-
ing programs for September and October. 
First, on September 17, at 2:00 p.m., in 
the Gracie Lee Room, PCL will offer a 
traditional book discussion. We will 
break into smaller groups and share our 
thoughts around questions provoked by 
The Sacred Bridge. 

On October 15, in honor of Indigenous 
People’s Day, PCL is excited to welcome 
Elder Kathy Wan Povi Sanchez . Elder 
Sanchez is a member of the San Ilde-
fonso Pueblo and a founding Mother of 
Tewa Women United. Elder Sanchez will 
focus her talk on “Protecting and 
Respecting Native American Sacred 
sites.” 

Placitas Reads 2022 will culminate on 
October 22, at 2:00 p.m., with a talk by 
Anne Hillerman on The Sacred Bridge, 
with a focus on the process of doing 
research for writing fiction. 

Signed copies of The Sacred Bridge 
are available at the library help desk. 
Join us for Placitas Reads 2022; The 
Sacred Bridge.

Corrales “Speaker Series” explores the human story 
~DEBBIE CLEMENTE
On September 18, at 2:00 p.m., journey 
back in time as public historian Alan 
Osborne takes us to pre-Columbian 
New Mexico and before the European 
Age of Discovery. Osborne states, “This 
long and fascinating human story is 
often overlooked or condensed in our 
history books in favor of the colonial 
explorations, settlements, and stories. 
Now we have the advantage of more 
than a half century of state-sponsored 
archaeological investigations and more 
than a century of anthropological fasci-
nation with New Mexico and the South-
west.” 

His talk takes us back to the early 
New Mexico cultures, the coming of 
Spain, Indian-Spanish relations, and the 
Mexican, French, and Mesoamerican 
influences in the Southwest, as well as 
territorial disputes and takeovers. He 
states, “New Mexico is maligned, if 
mentioned, in American history books 

and this presentation will correct some 
of the cultural stereotypes and misinfor-
mation common outside the Southwest.”  

Osborne says that his two extraordi-
nary grandmothers “gave me the real-
ization that indigenous people were here 
long before any European colonist, set-
tler, missionary, or soldier… and it was 
incumbent upon me to know and learn 
as their stories would not be told in our 
history books nor for the most part other 
cultures beyond my own.” 

The talk is free and open to the pub-
lic, held at Historic Old San Ysidro 
Church, 966 Old Church Road, across 
from Casa San Ysidro. For more infor-
mation, go to: www.corraleshistory.org. 

A presentation by Corrales Historical 
Society Speaker Series, made possible 
in part by the New Mexico Humanities 
Council through a grant from National 
Endowment for the Humanities. 
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Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham 
was joined by county officials 
and law enforcement leadership 
this month to announce $5.7 mil-
lion in funding for a new San-
doval County Public Safety 
Complex. 

The complex will house both 
the Sandoval County Sheriff’s 
Office and the county’s Emer-
gency Operations Center, maxi-
mizing coordination and 
improving joint emergency 
responses. 

“It is critical that we provide 
law enforcement and first 
responders with every tool they 
need to safety and effectively 
protect New Mexican lives and 
property,” said Gov. Lujan 
Grisham. “Investments like these 
not only improve public safety 
and our ability to respond to dis-
asters, they also demonstrate our 
deep respect for the work our 

first responders do every day.” 
The governor appropriated 

$5.1 million of her capital outlay 
during the 2022 legislative ses-
sion for the project, which is 
anticipated to cost $14.2 million. 
Construction has already begun, 
and the project is expected to be 
completed in 2024. 

“The new complex is going to 
allow the county to better 
respond to any emergency situa-
tion, including wildfires and 
flooding,” said Sandoval County 
Manager Wayne Johnson. “We 
are grateful to the governor for 
her continued support of first 
responders and law enforcement 
in Sandoval County.” 

Sandoval County is one of the 
fastest growing counties in the 
state, and the new complex will 
accommodate the present needs 
of the county, as well as the 
expanded needs in the future.

Governor announces  
$5.7 million  
for new Sandoval County  
Publiic Safety Complex 
~NORA MEYERS SACKETT

Almost 28 years to the day since its open, The Merc grocery in 
Placitas has new owners. 

In mid-August, Orville and Judy McCallister turned the Merc over 
to Gabriel and Elizabeth Holguin of Corrales. The Holguins also 
own the venerable Frontier Mart in Corrales, which they took over in 
April, 2020. 

Frontier Mart, at one time known as the Corrales Market, started as 
a convenience store and evolved into more of a grocery. Meanwhile, 
the Merc in the Homestead Village Shopping Center was a grocery 
from the beginning but known by a different name. 

“A lot has changed since then,” the McCallisters wrote in their last 
monthly flyer. “The name changed from Placitas Mercantile to The 
Merc when a customer decided that name was too long. 

“She wrote the check to The Merc, and we have been The Merc 
ever since.” 

The 28th anniversary seemed like a good time to announce the 
change with an “exciting thing” from the new owners still to come. 

“It has been an amazing 28 years, and we are grateful to our won-
derful staff for sticking with us through everything and to all of you, 
our loyal customers.” 

The McCallisters also were the developers of Homestead Village, 
which they continue to own and manage.

BU S I N E S S
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While there is no breaking news on gravel min-
ing, pipeline safety, or funding the feasibility 
study for the Hike/Bike Placitas project, there is 
plenty of good news this month. 

Victory: Pathways reports that the Sandia-
Jemez Mountains Bernalillo Corridor is included 
in the state’s high priority wildlife corridor proj-
ects. Recommendations include overpasses, 
underpass culverts, a bridge underpass and 
wildlife exclusion fencing. Santa Ana and San 
Felipe Pueblos are committed to working with 
NMDOT to establish wildlife crossing structures 
on their lands. Read the entire NM Wildlife Cor-
ridor Plan at 
wildlifeactionplan.nmdotprojects.org. 

Legislation: President Biden signed the Infla-
tion Reduction Act of 2022, which contains 
meaningful action on climate change including 
wind and solar tax credits, clean energy innova-
tion, electric vehicle incentives, and methane 
leak mitigation. This is truly historic but, like 
most legislation, it is a compromise and there are 
details to both celebrate and hate. High Country 
News just published a detailed analysis of the 
bill which you can read at lasplacitas.org. The 

main points are: 
• The requirement that the administration 

must offer two million acres for oil and gas 
leases does not represent an escalation of leas-
ing or fossil fuel extraction and its impacts 
should be offset by hikes on royalties and fees. 
But, this makes it almost impossible for the 
Interior Dept. to impose a leasing pause or ban. 

• The increases in tax credits for carbon cap-
ture incentivizes industries to install the expen-
sive equipment needed. But it could keep some 
coal-powered plants operating that would other-
wise shut down. 

• The incentive to curb emissions of methane 
is the government’s first-ever tax on greenhouse 
gas emissions, but the fee only applies to big 
producers, leaving out thousands of oil and gas 
wells owned by smaller operators. 

• The tax credits for purchase of electric vehi-
cles makes it easier for folks to ditch their inter-
nal combustion engines. But, the requirement 
that some materials in the batteries be sourced 
domestically will put pressure on the govern-
ment to expedite mining permits. 

• The tax credit for clean hydrogen production 

GAUNT LE T  
LETTERS • OPINIONS • LOCAL ISSUES

The Signpost welcomes letters of opinion. Letters are 
subject to editing for length, clarity, libel, and other  

considerations. Mail to: Signpost, P. O. Box 889,  
Placitas, NM, 87043 or send to:  
email@sandovalsignpost.com

Las Placitas Association (LPA)  
—JOAN FENICLE, BOARD OF DIRECTORS, LPA

ESCA members are invited to attend our annual meeting, and 
please note that the date has changed. The meeting will be on 
October 2, in the Gracie Lee Room of the Placitas Community 
Library. We will have a brief social gathering and registration 
at 4:00 p.m., and then we’ll start the business meeting at 4:30 
p.m. We look forward to seeing you! 

If you are not yet a member of ESCA but would like to have 
a voice in issues that affect our community, please take a look 
at our website at www.ES-CA.org and join us! Our mission is 
to maintain the quality of life in our community, which runs 
from I-25—including Algodones—to the eastern border of San-
doval County. ESCA is a 501(c)(4) nonprofit organization, and 
we are not linked to any political party. 

Also mark your calendars for our next biannual cleanup of 
the first mile of Highway 165 on October 22, from 9:00 to 10:30 a.m. Through the Adopt-a-Highway 
Program, ESCA is helping to keep the “main street” of Placitas clean and beautiful as residents and 
visitors enter our area. ESCA members will receive an email reminder, but everyone is welcome. 

The next monthly ESCA meeting will be September 12, at 4:00 p.m., in the Gracie Lee Room of 
the library.

Eastern Sandoval Citizens (ESCA) 
—JEAN ROBERTS, BOARD OF DIRECTORS, ESCA

Rachael Tingen, DMD

For the best general dentistry

3 Homesteads Rd., Ste. B 
Placitas, NM 87043

We are open for Special Events. 
Please check our website calendar for event schedule.  

Contact us to:  
• Order wine for pickup 
• Inquire about event space rental 
• Book a wine tasting for you & your guests (min. 8) 

Email: info@placitaswinery.com • Ph/Txt: 505-363-5606 
Located at: 26 Camino de los Pueblitos, Placitas, NM 87043

WWW.PLACITASWINERY.COM 
Deliciously dry fruit wine • Handmade in Placitas 

apricot • crabapple • pear • plum • wild cherry

doesn’t differentiate between green hydrogen (which 
uses renewable energy to extract the hydrogen from 
water), pink hydrogen (which uses nuclear power), and 
blue hydrogen (which uses natural gas). 

• The tax credits for existing nuclear reactors does not 
address issues with radioactive waste and ignores the 
damage the uranium industry has already done to West-
ern landscapes and communities.
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S I G N P O S T  CO M M U N I T Y  C A L E N D A R
Some of these ongoing listings are temporarily cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

please Check via their contact information to see when and if they are happening.
Daily: The Mayor Hull Show. Go to rrnm.gov/mayorhullshow. Rio Rancho 
Mayor Gregg Hull talks about issues facing Rio Rancho. 
 
Daily: Recreating at Valles Caldera National Preserve. The park landscape 
remains open to vehicles along NM-4 and pedestrian/bicycle access along 
trails, as designated. For a complete list of activities at the National Pre-
serve, go to https://www.nps.gov/vall/index.htm.  
 
Monthly: Various community events at Rio Rancho Libraries. Rio Rancho 
libraries—Esther Bone and Loma Colorado—will be hosting a variety of 
events all month long ranging from book signings, to poetry readings, lec-
tures, concerts, arts and crafts, meet and greets, etc. For more information 
about the library or each month’s activities, visit 
www.riorancholibraries.org. 
 
Mondays: Bernalillo/Placitas open Al-Anon meeting for families and 
friends of alcoholics/problem drinkers. 7:30-8:30. Held at the Bernalillo 
United Methodist Church, 136 Calle Don Andres (behind Abuelitas), 
Bernalillo. Maximum: 12 people; masks required. Info: 262-2177. 
 
Second Monday: Eastern Sandoval Citizens Association (ESCA) monthly 
meeting. 4 p.m. Held at the Placitas Community Library.  
 
Second and fourth Mondays: Bernalillo Town Council meeting. 6:30 p.m. 
Held at Bernalillo Town Hall. Info: call 867-3311, townofbernalillo.org. 
 
Mondays through Saturdays: Alcoholics Anonymous meetings in 
Bernalillo. For a complete list of schedules, visit the website at www.albu-
querqueaa.org or call Central Office at 266-1900, open 24/7. 
 
First Tuesdays: Albuquerque Newcomers’ Club Welcome Coffee. 10 a.m. 
Held at Sandia Presbyterian Church (not affiliated with church)—10704 
Paseo del Norte. Membership is open to residents who have lived in the 
Albuquerque area (including Sandoval County) for five years or less, or 
who are having major changes in their lives. Make new friends and 
increase your social life. Sign up for monthly luncheons and speakers, din-
ing out, visits to area attractions, book and movie groups, bridge, bunco, 
mah-jongg, walking, wine tastings, etc. Singles’ and men’s groups. 
www.abqnewcomers@gmail.com. 321-6970. 
 
First Tuesdays: Coronado Kennel Club meeting. 7:30 p.m. All-breed kennel 
club. Schedule changes in August and December. Call 867-4510 for meet-
ing location. 
 
First Tuesday: Monthly ice cream social hosted by the Kiwanis Club. 6 p.m. 
Held at the Paleta Bar in Bernalillo—510 NM Highway 528. 
 
Third Tuesday: Open meeting of the Sandia Vista Amateur Radio Club. 7 
p.m. Held at Fire Station 41 on highway 165, just east of the Placitas Com-
munity Library. Everyone is welcome to attend meetings, whether or not 
they have an FCC License.  
 
Third Tuesdays: Bead Society of New Mexico (BSNM) Monthly Member-
ship Meeting. 6-8 p.m. The BSNM’s purpose is to provide for the benefit 
and development of our members and the community at large through 
education, appreciation, and involvement in the field of beads and bead-
related subjects. We do not meet in July or December. Please check our 
website in case of occasional changes. Meets at Heights Cumberland Pres-
byterian Church, 8600 Academy Road NE. For more information, go to 
beadsocietyNM.org. 
 
Third Tuesdays: Monthly meeting of the Republican Party of Sandoval 
County (RPSC). 7 p.m. Held at the Gospel Light Baptist Church, 1500 
Southern Boulevard in Rio Rancho. www.SandovalGOP.com. 
 
Third Tuesdays: Sandia Vista Amateur Radio Club. 7 p.m. Help provide 
emergency communications in Placitas. Become a “HAM” radio operator. 
We will help you get your FCC license. Visitors welcome. Held at the Plac-
itas Fire Station No. 41, Hwy 165, near the Library. Info: sandiavista.net.. 
 
Fourth Tuesdays: Pathways: Wildlife Corridors of NM monthly meeting. 
6:30 p.m. Held at Placitas Community Center. Open to the public. path-
wayswc.wordpress.com. 
 
Fourth Tuesdays: Eastern Sandoval County Arroyo Flood Control Authority 
(ESCAFCA) meeting. 6 p.m. Held in the Town of Bernalillo Council Cham-
bers. Persons wishing to be on the agenda or persons with disabilities who 
need accommodations should call 771-7110 by the first Tuesday. Board 
meeting agenda is posted on the ESCAFCA website (escafca.com) and at 
the front desk of the Town Hall by Friday preceding the meeting. 
 
Fourth Tuesdays: Placitas Democrats and Friends. 6-7:30 p.m. Held at 
Placitas Community Library. Meetings are open to the public and feature 
candidates for local, state, national offices. www.sandovaldemocrats.org, 
259-5860. 
 
Tuesdays: Haven House Domestic Violence Support Group for women 
whose lives have been touched by domestic violence. 6:30-8:00 p.m. Topics 
include: Dynamics of Domestic Violence, Safety Plans, Developing Healthy 
Relationships, and information about available services. All sessions are 
confidential and free of charge. Held at Rio Rancho First Baptist Church, 
corner of Route 528 and 19th Avenue. 896-4869 or 1-800-526-7157. 
 

Tuesday and Thursday: Sandoval County Historical Society is open. 9-
noon. Photo Archive, Library, and Family Research. Located between War-
rior gas station and Santa Ana Star casino on US 550.  
 
Tuesdays, Fridays, and Sundays: Play Pickleball. 1 p.m. Pickleball is a game 
played on a court with paddles and a whiffle ball. The court is smaller 
than a tennis court and allows people to play who no longer want to run 
and jump as they did in their younger years. Anyone can play, even if they 
have never played tennis. Info: 505-934-2649. At Bernalillo Recreation 
Center. 
 
Second Tuesdays: Coronado Optimist Club of Bernalillo. 6 p.m. Held at 149 
E Calle Don Francisco in Bernalillo. “Bringing out the best in kids” 505-
867-4689. 
 
Wednesdays: Boy Scout meetings. 7 p.m. 237 Camino Del Pueblo, 
Bernalillo. In front of Loretto Park. 505-506-2773. 
 
Wednesdays: Rotary Club of Rio Rancho Sunrise. 7 a.m. For breakfast, fel-
lowship, a great speaker, and a chance to get involved in local and world-
wide service projects. At Club Rio Rancho (used to be Chamisa Hills CC), 
500 Country Club Drive, Rio Rancho. Info: Mac McKinney, 892-4313. 
 
First Wednesdays: Free civil legal clinic offered. 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Held in the 
third-floor conference room of the Second District Courthouse, at the 
southwest corner of Lomas and Fourth, NW. Free legal advice on a number 
of civil legal issues. No family law services will be offered. Attendance is 
limited to the first 25 persons who qualify for low-income assistance. 
Interpreters and bilingual attorneys will be on hand. Attendees should 
bring all of their paperwork. Expect about a thirty-minute, free legal con-
sultation. 797-6077. 
 
Second Wednesdays: Visionary Arts & Crafts Guild (VACG) monthly mem-
bership meeting. 6-8 p.m. VACG’s mission is to develop a fellowship among 
craftspeople and facilitate a market for crafts. The VACG supports the “Art 
of Craft” through exhibitions, education, and public awareness to promote 
the development and appreciation of craftspeople and their work. Meets 
all months except October, November, and December. 
Info: vacgnm@gmail.com, facebook.com/vacgnm, VACGNM.com. 
 
Second Wednesdays: Rio Rancho Art Association (RRAA) monthly mem-
bership meeting. 6:30-8:30 p.m. RRAA is a non-juried/all mediums 
regional art association. You need not be a resident of Rio Rancho to join. 
Held in Don Chalmer’s Ford Community Room, 2500 Rio Rancho Boule-
vard, Rio Rancho. www.rraausa.org, 
www.rioranchoartassociation.blogspot.com or 301-2009. 
 
Second and fourth Wednesdays: Sandoval County Civitans meet.  6:00 p.m. 
Held at Fair Winds, 920 Riverview Drive SE, Rio Rancho. 898-6884. 
 
Second and fourth Wednesdays: Sandoval County Commission meeting. 6 
p.m. Unless otherwise noted, all meetings will be held in the Sandoval 
Administration Building, 1500 Idalia Road Building D, Bernalillo. Info or 
meeting agenda: www.sandovalcounty.com, 867-7500. 
 
Third Wednesdays: Las Placitas Association meets in person. 6 p.m. Visi-
tors are welcome. Email: theboard@lasplacitas.org for an invitation and 
further details. 
 
Thursdays: Sandoval County Historical Society archives and library are 
open to members and the public for family research. 9 a.m.-Noon. 
Bernalillo. Info: 867-2755. 
 
First Thursdays: Sandoval County veteran’s outreach and business coun-
seling. 1-4 p.m. Held at the Sandoval County Administrative Building, 1500 
Idalia Road in Bernalillo. All honorably- discharged veterans may be enti-
tled to VA benefits and state Veteran benefits. Come learn about your 
potential benefits. Bring your DD-214. 383-2414. 
 
First Thursdays: Art and Music at the Loma Colorado Main Library Audi-
torium, Rio Rancho. Info: riorancholibraries.org, 505-891-5013. 
 
Third Thursdays: Placitas Community Library Board of Directors meet-
ings. At the Placitas Community Library, 453 Hwy 165. 6:30 p.m. Open to 
the public. Meeting agendas are posted at the library and Placitas Post 
Office. 
 
Fourth Thursdays: Sandoval County Development Planning & Zoning 
Commission. 6 p.m. Held at the Sandoval County Administration Building, 
1500 Idalia Road., Bldg. D, Bernalillo. 
 
Last Thursdays: Sandoval County veteran’s outreach and business counsel-
ing. 11 a.m.-2 p.m. Held at 433 Meadowlark SE in Rio Rancho. All honor-
ably-discharged veterans may be entitled to VA benefits and state Veteran 
benefits. Come learn about your potential benefits. Bring your DD-214. 
383-2414. 
 
Fridays: Sandoval County Stroke Support Group. 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Pro-
vides weekly support to survivors of stroke, their caregivers, adult family 
members, health care providers. Water & light snacks provided. No charge 
for meetings. Social outings arranged six times/year. Contact Geri: 620-
8802. 
 

First Fridays: Monthly luncheon of the Democratic Party of Sandoval 
County. 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Range Cafe in Bernalillo, 925 Camino del 
Pueblo. Sandoval Democrats gather once a month (most months) to wel-
come speakers, candidates, and government representatives. You pay for 
your lunch from the menu, or come for just the meeting. www.sandovalde-
mocrats.org. 
 
Third Friday: Luncheon of the San-Bern Federation of Republican 
Women. Starts at 11:00 a.m. Held at Pelican’s East or West 9800 Mont-
gomery Blvd NE  Albuquerque, NM 87111 and 10022 Coors Blvd NW 
Albuquerque, NM 87114. Contact Jeanette Nowers-Clark at 505-321-9189 
Sanbernfrw1@gmail.com or www.Sanbernfrw.org. 
 
Saturdays: Los Ranchos Growers’ Market. 8-11 a.m. Local farmers offer 
fresh produce, greens, eggs, fruit, honey, jams/jellies, baked goods, jerky, 
grass-fed beef, seedlings/plants, flowers, and more. Hot food venders in 
attendance as well. Held in Village of Los Ranchos, in Tennis Court Parking 
Lot, 6718 Rio Grande Boulevard. Free and vendors accept WIC/Senior dis-
counts. Montoya4664@hotmail.com, 610-9591, or Los Ranchos Growers’ 
Market on Facebook.  
 
Saturdays: Casa Rosa Food Bank. Open 9-11 a.m. Held in the pink house 
east of Las Placitas Presbyterian Church at 640 Highway 165, six miles east 
of I-25. Community outreach program provides nonperishable food items 
as well as dairy, frozen meats, and fresh produce as available for Placitas 
residents in need. Donations, volunteers welcome. 
 
Third Saturdays: Rio Rancho Northwest Mesa NAACP meets “Virtual.” 
Public is invited. rrnaacp.wixsite.com/website 
 
Third Saturday: Monthly meeting of the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP). 11 a.m. Held at the Don Newton 
Community Center, 4900 Kachina Street NW, in Albuquerque. All are wel-
come. www.rrnaacp.org/. 
 
Second Sundays: Second Sunday Studio Shows. 5 p.m. Live Acoustic Music. 
Suggested Donation: $20. Sponsored by Solamente Natural Plaster. Con-
tact: Kent 205-6010, kent@solamentenaturalplaster.com. 
 
Second Sundays: Placitas Cannabis Cultivators Club. 3-5 p.m. Experienced 
or novice growers welcome. Group is designed to help anyone who wants 
to grow cannabis do it better. Donations accepted; not required. Contact: 
373 8860, luckylouabq@gmail.com, www.meetup.com (Placitas Cannabis 
Cultivators Club, Placitas, NM). 
 
September 2-9: Jemez Fine Art Gallery presents Sylvia Lee Warner’s 
tapestries. jemezfineart.com. 
 
September 10: Donna Salamoff will read The Garden Wall, about the 
friendship between a hearing child and a deaf child. 1-3 p.m. After the 
story, Donna will teach the children signing. Held at Placitas Community 
Library.  
 
September 11: Placitas Garden Tour. 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Purchase tickets 
online, at the Placitas Community Library, the Merc, or in Albuquerque at 
Alameda Greenhouse, Jericho Nursery, Osuna Nursery, and Rehms Nurs-
ery. PlacitasGardenTour.com. 
 
September 12: Monthly meeting of the Eastern Sandoval Citizens 
Association. 4 p.m. Held in the Gracie Lee Room of the library. Everyone 
is welcome to attend.  
 
Sep 17: Wild Hearts Gallery hosts an artist reception for Dana Patter-
son Roth. To feature her fine art photography exhibit titled “Seeking the 
Ephemeral,” 1-4 p.m. Show runs August 30 to September 25. 221-B Hwy 
165, Placitas, wildheartsgallery.com. 
 
September 18: Speaker Series: Journey into the Mist of Time: New Mex-
ico’s Colorful Past, presented by Public Historian, Alan Osborne. 2 p.m. 
Free. Historic Old San Ysidro Church, 966 Old Church Road, across from 
Casa San Ysidro. www.corraleshistory.org. 
 
September 18: Enhak  opens Placitas Artist Series 36th Season with 
strings, clarinet, and piano.  
Visual art show at 2 p.m.; concert at 3 p.m. Held at Las Placitas Presbyte-
rian Church. PlacitasArts.org. K-12 students with an adult ticket holder 
can attend free. 
 
September 22-24: ¡Globalquerque! New Mexico’s 18th-Annual Celebra-
tion of World Music and Culture. Held in the National Hispanic Cultural 
Center in Albuquerque. Tickets and info at www.globalquerque.org/. 
 
September 24-25: Corrales Harvest Festival 2022. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Free 
Heritage entertainment, kids’ crafts and games, fresh produce, pie walk, 
hay wagon rides, photo fun, Casa San Ysidro artists, dancers, music, bread, 
and more. In the Heart of Corrales. www.corraleshistory.org. 
 
October 2: Placitas Artist Series announces special concert honoring 
retired President Richard Reif. 3 p.m. Held at Las Placitas Presbyterian 
Church. PlacitasArts.org/tickets.
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AGE REQUIREMENT: 60+ years  
OPERATION TIME: Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
41 Camino De Las Huertas, 87043, (505) 867-1396 
 
ONGOING: 
Mondays: open gym 7:30-8:30 a.m.; yoga 9 a.m.; enhanced fitness 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., billiards 3-
4 p.m.; open gym 3-4:50 p.m. 
Tuesdays: open gym 7:30-8:30 a.m.; Pilates 8:15 a.m.; painting class 9:30 a.m.; billiards 12:00-3:00 
p.m.; open gym, 3:00-4:50 p.m. 
Wednesdays: open gym, 7:30- 8:30 a.m.; Project Linus, 9 a.m.; enhanced fitness 11:30 a.m.-12:30 
p.m.; card games, 1-4 p.m.; Tai Chi, 3:30 p.m. 
Thursdays: open gym, 7:30-8:30 a.m.; Pilates, 8:15 a.m.; yoga, 9:30 a.m.; chair Zumba Gold 1 p.m.; 
beading, 1-4 p.m.; billiards, 1-4 p.m.; open gym, 3:00-4:50 p.m. 
Fridays: open gym, 7:30-8:30 a.m.; enhanced fitness, 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.; Bingo, 1:30-4:00; open 
gym, 3:30-4:50 p.m. 
 
SPECIAL ACTIVITIES: 
September 2: Labor Day social and potluck 
September 5: Placitas community center closed for the observance of Labor Day 
September 6: shopping Trip 1:00 p.m. Walmart, Walgreens, Albertsons, Dollar Tree 
September 7: Roadrunner Food Pantry pick up at Bernalillo senior center at 8:00 a.m.  
September 8: 9:30 a.m. advisory board meeting 
September 19: 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. birthday social and health checks with the Sandoval County 
fire and rescue  
September 26: card making class with Kathy Morgan   
September 27: 10:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. billiards game day 

Placitas Senior Center 

AGE REQUIREMENT: 60+ years 
OPERATION TIME: Monday through Friday,  
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
801 Rotary Park, Bernalillo 87004 • (505) 867-9448 
 
ONGOING: 
Mondays: open gym and billiard room 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Bingo 10 a.m. 
Tuesdays: open gym and billiard room 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Moe Fit/Holistic Fitness, Mind, and Body 
10:30 a.m.; Yoga 3:30 p.m. 
Wednesdays: open gym, billiard room 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Tai Chi 1:30 p.m. 
Thursdays: open gym and billiard room 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Yoga 10:30 a.m.; Bingo 12:30 p.m. 
Fridays: open gym and billiard room 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Mexican Train Dominoes 12:30 p.m. 

 
 
SPECIAL ACTIVITIES: 
September 5: Local shopping 1:00 p.m. 
September 7: Roadrunner Food Bank distribution 8:00 a.m. 
September 12: State Fair 9:30 a.m. 
September 19: Wal-Mart Shopping Day! 1:00 p.m. 
September 21: Echo Commodities 9:00 a.m. 
September 30: Billiard Game Day! 10 a.m.; Birthday Social 12:30 p.m. 

Bernalillo Senior Center activities 

Sandoval County senior centers lunch menu
September 1: honey mustard chicken breast, rice pilaf, hone glazed carrots, spinach salad, 
whole-wheat roll, pear 
September 2: cheeseburger, lettuce, tomato, pickle, potato salad, apple pie 
September 5: Sandoval County Community Centers closed to observe Labor Day. Have a great 
day! 
 September 6: meatball hoagie, herbed pasta, Italian veggies, bacon and pea salad, orange 
September 7: chef salad, turkey, ham, egg, tomato, cheese croutons, crackers, fruit cocktail, 
vanilla pudding 
September 8: vegetable Chow Mein, garden salad, sweet roll, apricots, fortune cookie 
September 9: chicken parmesan, pasta, marinara, creamy cucumber salad, garlic breadstick, 
grapes 
September 12: Salisbury steak, onion gravy, mashed potatoes, mixed veggies, garden salad, bis-
cuit, peaches 
September 13: green chile chicken enchiladas, pinto beans, zucchini onions, pineapple chunks, 
cookie 
September 14: meat loaf, mashed potatoes, gravy, mixed veggies, garden salad, whole-wheat 
roll, peaches 
September 15: spaghetti/ meatballs, Italian veggies, Italian cucumber salad, garlic breadstick, 
applesauce 

September 16: Santa Fe chicken, Spanish rice, zucchini/onions, garden salad, flour tortilla, 
banana 
September 19: BBQ chicken breast, steamed rice, Brussel’s sprout, garden salad, apple sauce  
September 20: Frito pie, chuck wagon corn, shredded lettuce, diced tomato, pineapple chunks, 
cookie 
September 21: Chinese chicken salad, shredded lettuce, cabbage, sweet roll, mandarin orange, 
fortune cookie 
September 22: tater tot casserole, whole-wheat roll, bacon and green pea salad, fruit cocktail 
September 23: Sandoval County Cobb salad, croutons, whole-wheat roll, fruit 
 September 26: country fried steak, mashed potatoes, gravy, mixed veggies, garden salad, bis-
cuit peaches 
September 27: turkey and cheese sandwich, lettuce, tomato, pickle spear, macaroni salad, 
orange 
September 28: chicken biscuit pot pie, cauliflower, garden salad, fruit cocktail  
September 29: sloppy joe sandwich, roasted red potatoes, veggies, garden salad, honeydew 
melon 
September 30: tuna and egg sandwich, lettuce, tomato, pickle, three-bean salad, banana, cookie

THE  AN IMAL HOT L I N E  
To help reunite lost/found pets with their people.  

If you lose or find an animal in Sandoval County,  

email the information to:  

email@sandovalsignpost.com 
We will place it in the upcoming issue at no charge. 

If the animal you reported no longer needs  

attention, please email the Signpost by the  

20th of the month to have the listing removed.

The Animal Hotline is a free animal-friendly service of the Signpost.

COMMUN I TYCorrales Senior Center 
AGE REQUIREMENT: 60+ years 
OPERATION TIME: Monday through Friday, 8:00 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m., 4324-A Corrales Road, 87048, 
505-897-3818 
Activities vary month to month. The Center also 
celebrates special events, and holds holiday par-
ties, birthday socials, dances, and informal pre-
sentations. Open gym equipment available daily. 
Call the Center for the full Activities Schedule at 
(505) 897-3818. 
 

 
ONGOING: 
Mondays: yoga, 8:30 and 10:00 a.m.; Tai Chi 2:00 
p.m.  
Tuesdays: Zumba, 8:30 a.m.; PWR! Group 2:00 
p.m.  
Wednesdays: yoga 9:00 a.m.; Bingo 12:30 p.m. 
Thursdays: yoga 8:30 a.m.; Project Linus 10 
a.m.-2:00 p.m.; PWR! Group 2:00 p.m. 
Fridays: line dance 8:30 a.m. and 9:45 a.m.; Tai 
Chi 2:00 p.m. 
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LALO’S PICS
Email your animal photos to “Lalo” at:  

email@sandovalsignpost.com

Hi Lalo! Right here in our backyard in La Mesa ;) 
—KELLEY CRAIG

Monsoon rains brought out wild flowering colors across the 
landscape, which soon buzzed with bees. Here, one takes 

advantage of a Russian Sage in eastern Placitas. 
—BILL DIVEN

Rough and tumble bobcats. 
 —ANDREW SENCAK

Hummingbird Moth!  
—ANDREW SENCAK

Curious coyotes. 
—TODD RENNECKAR
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CLA S S I F I E D S  
To place a classified ad,  

email your ad or questions to:  
email@sandovalsignpost.com  

(Includes a free posting on the Signpost website.) 
For further information, visit:  

www.sandovalsignpost.com  
or call the Signpost office at 505-867-3810. 

AN IMAL S

AUCT ION S

ANNOUNCEMENT S

WILDLIFE RESCUE—Call 505-344-2500.  
An all-volunteer wildlife rescue program to assist injured  
or orphaned wildlife. A service of the Rio Grande Nature  

Center in Albuquerque, New Mexico.
DESERT FLOWER CARPET & STEAM CLEANING 

CARPET AND FURNITURE SPECIALISTS  
We steam clean wool and silk area rugs, too,  

plus your tile, grout and stone  
867-4493  •  www.desertflowercleancarpets.com

NON-LETHAL SNAKE REMOVAL 
~ ~ ~ Any kind of snake ~ ~ ~ 

Donations accepted for payment.  
Call Moises—321-3600

CLEAN I I NG

S A N D O V A L

—“FOR SALE-HOMES / LAND,” continued next column —“FOR SALE-HOMES / LAND,” continued next page

A N  I N D E P E N D E N T  L O C A L  N E W S P A P E R

CLA S S E S

FOR SA LE :  
HOME S  /  LAND

Find the Signpost online at  
www.sandovalsignpost.com 

Chris Livingston, Master Music Instructor 

Piano, Guitar, Bass, Ukulele, Theory • All ages/styles 
More info on my website: chrisfusion.com 
LESSONS via Skype, Zoom, FaceTime, or in Studio 

B.A. in Music • 20 yrs. Instructor & Performer 
Certified in Early Childhood Teaching 

FIRST CLASS FREE with 1 month sign-up. 
505-980-4322 • chrisguitarpiano@gmail.com

CONVENIENT 1.3 ACRES $95,000. View lot backing 
up to Sandia Pueblo land on the south side of Highway 
165 in the western part of Placitas! Big Sandia views! 
Water & electricity are just 150 feet away. Located just 
3.5 miles from I-25. Dave Harper 505-263-2266 Placitas 
Realty 505-867-8000 placitasdave@gmail.com.

ENGLISH TUTOR—Professional with 20+ yrs. experi-
ence, elementary, middle school, high school, and college 
students. Certified in teaching reading and writing, and 
M.A. English. Free evaluation by Zoom or in-person. 
Fully vaccinated. Call or text Brian King, 505-235-9356.

3.5 ACRES NEAR JEMEZ SPRINGS. Gently sloping 
land with old well and septic, located south of Jemez 
Springs, just off HIghway 4. No restrictions! Includes 
12x24 garage/storage building. Asking $75,000. Placitas 
Realty 505-867-8000, Dave Harper 505-263-2266 
placitasdave@gmail.com.

18 LOTS IN RIO RANCHO $68,100. Undeveloped lots 
in western Rio Rancho Estates. 22.7 acres located west of 
the city being sold as a bulk sale. Placitas Realty 505-
867-8000, Dave Harper 505-263-2266 
placitasdave@gmail.com.

ACRE LOT IN PLACITAS $60,000. Level building 
site in Ranchos de Placitas with sweet Sandia views! The 
lot includes water, electric & cable. Reasonable 
covenants. Owner/Broker: Dave Harper, Placitas Realty 
505-263-2266 or 505-867-8000 placitasdave@gmail.com.

SIGNPOST CALLS FOR WRITERS— 
The Sandoval Signpost newspaper staff  
is expanding and looking for qualified  

writers. If you would like to talk with us,  
please email a letter of interest to: 

signpost227@gmail.com.

1/3 ACRE IN RIO RANCHO $12,500. Undeveloped 
city lot near the City Center. Dave Harper 505-263-2266 
Placitas Realty 505-867-8000 placitasdave@gmail.com.

Rick DeVoss 
505-267-7292 
Associate Broker with over 4 Decades of  
Experience Selling Real Estate Properties. 
Decorated Air Force Veteran of the Vietnam War 
Serving Placitas, Bernalillo, Rio Rancho & ABQ.

505-792-5544 
12836 Lomas, NE, #G,  

ABQ 87112

ARE YOU READY TO MOVE...? 
email ~ PlacitasRealtor@gmail.com 

Contact us for a free Market Analysis  
of the value of your home

ROSA’S HOUSECLEANING SERVICE, LLC 
~ Family-owned business in Bernalillo ~ 

One-time cleaning (for moving or special events) 
or Weekly • Bi-monthly • Monthly 

Licensed  • FREE ESTIMATES • References provided  

Call 505-379-8652

FOR SA LE :  
HOME S  /  LAND  

~CONT I NUED~

10 ACRES IN PLACITAS $158,000. Already platted as 
3 separate lots! Ridge top land with 360 degree views! 
Water & electricity are already there! Owners are selling 
all 3 lots together for one price. Dave Harper, Placitas 
Realty placitasdave@gmail.com 505-867-8000 or 
505-263-2266.

Paws N’ Claws Pet Care 
In-Home Pet Care serving: 

Placitas, Corrales & Rio Rancho         

              Overnight Pet Care: Marie Gallegos 
Drop-In Pet Care: Deb Stichmann 

(505) 440-0875 
 Insured/Bonded 

Deb Stichmann 
PawsNClaws02@gmail.com

*Pics  & Overview at www.spectrumauctionllc.com   
Keep visiting the website: We will post when we have a firm date  

for this sale. Then you can go to the LINK for LIVE ONLINE BIDDING 
and MORE AUCTION INFORMATION WILL FOLLOW.  

SALE INCLUDES: FINE ANTIQUE & CHERRYWOOD EARLY AMERI-
CAN FURNITURE, ARTWORK, 1950's Spinet Piano & MUCH MORE!!!

Spectrum Auction LLC  505-228-9600 
www.spectrumauctionllc.com

NE HEIGHTS ESTATE  
ONLINE AUCTION PENDING



If you can imagine it, we can create it. 

Call 221-8052  

References/Pictures on Request • www.nmlandscaping.com 
Licensed/Bonded/Insured/Lic. #380846 

A-Rating - Angie’s List • AAA - Better Business Bureau

Sprinkler & Drip Systems   
Concrete, Flagstone & Brick Work 

Block Walls & Stucco Work  
Additions & Remodels  

Kiva Fireplaces • Banco Seating  
Outdoor Kitchens • Portals • Decks  

Patio Covers • Retaining Walls  
Terracing • Sod • Gravel & Planting

W H E L C H E L  
Landscaping and Construct ion Co.  
NOW is a great time to SAVE MONEY on 
Landscaping, Concrete Work, Paver Patios,  

Patio Covers, Gravel Work & more! 
We’re Specialists in  

LANDSCAPING & OUTDOOR LIVING

a HIGH & DRY LANDSCAPES a 

Country cottage gardens using native plants & permaculture 

CALL/TXT:  SALLY HALL—505-695-0243

—“GROUND WORK / LANDSCAPING,” 
 continued next column

—“SERVICES”— continued next page

GROUND WORK 
LAND SCAP I NG

HE L P  WANTEDGROUND WORK 
LAND SCAP I NG 

~CONT I NUED~

DALE’S TREE SERVICE—Pruning, removals, stumps, 
hauling and mowing. 28 years experience. Dale Roberts, 
505-473-4129 or 505-977-1981. 

FOREVERBLOOM—A HORTICULTURE AND  
ARBORICULTURE BUSINESS. Services include:  
Consulting, landscape design, plant care, pre-purchase  
inspection and selection. Disease and pest infestation  
control. Tree appraisals and landscape restoration.  
30 yrs. exp. Please give me a call—Virginia Escamilla 
at 505-379-8890.

FOR SALE: JEMEZ CABIN, HWY 126, 
EAST OF CUBA—on approx. 4.45 acres with 
water electric & sewer. Please call for more info: 
505-347-8832.

RED DOG PLANTERS & YARD ART—is a 
quaint outdoor shop that specializes in planters and 
yard art. Talavera planters and animals, recycled 
metal/glass yard art, hand-painted Barn quilts. 3563 
Corrales Rd. Open M-Sat 9-3.

S IGNPOS T  
CLA S S I F I E D S   

~CONT I NUED~
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O'HARA PAINTING—Quality craftsmanship. Professional 
service. Clean and efficient. Low VOC paint products. Insured. 
Check references at nextdoor.com. Call Kieran O'Hara for a 
free estimate.  505-699-6253.

HEALTH  /  S P I R I T

S ERV ICE S

Reiki by January  
think better • sleep better • heal better 
relaxing therapy for positive change 

www.reikibyjanuary.com 806-239-9809 
Available Tues.-Sat. by appointment 

3 Homesteads Rd, Ste E, Placitas, NM 87043 
Mention this ad—Get $10 Off your first session!

BLOOMING  
NATIVE GARDENS 

25+ YEARS XERISCAPE  
DESIGN, CONSULTATION  

& MAINTENANCE  
(One time/or Monthly) 

505-440-0875 
bloomingnative@gmail.com

Lic./Ins. 
Placitas resident 

Rec. by Angie 
Free estimates

FOR SA LE :  
HOME S  /  LAND  

~CONT I NUED~

FOR SA LE :  
M I SCE L LANEOU S

REBUILDING TOGETHER SANDOVAL COUNTY  
854 Camino Don Tomas, #2, Bernalillo, 87004 

OPEN to public: Saturdays only, 10 AM to 2 PM  
New items arriving weekly. Masks required. 

Deliver charity donations to facility  
during store hours on Saturdays, or call 896-3041,   

or email: help@rebuildingtogethersandoval.org. 
Donations are tax deductible as allowed by law.  

We will provide you with a tax receipt. 

RIVERSTONE CATE CLARK MASSAGE THERAPY  
MT#4607 is NM state board licensed and Covid Safe certified.  

BCTMB national board and ABMP certified.  
Deep Tissue, Swedish Hot Stones, Craniosacral,  

Vodder certified, Lymph Drainage Therapy. 
4 Post Office Place #A, in the Village, east side of cemetery. 

riverstonecate.com • 505-401-4015 
Open M-F by appointment

Txt/call Juliet (505) 803-8060 • www.TowapaLLC.com

Towapa LLC Photography & Backdrops
In scenic Placitas,  

along Las Huertas Creek 

PRODUCT  
PHOTOGRAPHY 

• studio 
• outdoor

PORTRAITURE 
• personal brand 

• families 
• pets

Watermelon Mountain Ranch 
Resale Store Attendant (Part-Time) 

Seeking a detail-oriented team player to assist at our  
Town of Bernalillo Resale Store. From home goods and pet 
supplies to the occasional antique treasure, proceeds from  

our thrift shop go directly toward funding the rescue  
and the care of the animals in need. 

  
Job Duties Include (but not limited to):  

• Warmly greet donors, assist them with unloading donations. 
• Always thank donors for their support 

• Accurately sort donations, keeping in mind style, quality,  
and quantity that best meets our sales goals (knowledge of 

fashion, brands, and pricing is a plus!) 
• Promote sales by setting up displays and  

organizing merchandise 
• Assist customers with questions and purchases 

• Ability to lift 50 lbs 
  

MUST be a self-starter who is willing and able to regularly 
lift boxes. Experience in nonprofit thrift a plus!  

  
Part-Time position days: Wednesday, Thursday, Fridays  
& Saturdays 10am-4pm. Sometimes Tuesdays are needed  

if large amount of donations arrive.  

Qualified candidates please submit resume to  
sophiawmr@aol.com

SIGNPOST CALLS FOR WRITERS— 
The Sandoval Signpost newspaper staff  
is expanding and looking for qualified  

writers. If you would like to talk with us,  
please email a letter of interest to: 

signpost227@gmail.com.
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!No job too small 
FREE ESTIMATES! 
Call Scott 600-2394
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Clippy: "Hi, I see you  
are writing an  
extortion note.  

I can help!" 

A stereogram  
by Gary Priester 

TO VIEW THE STEREOGRAM:  
Hold the image close to your  

wide open eyes and look “through”  

the image, not focusing on it, then  

slowly move the image away  

maintaining the blurred focus.  

Let your brain work to see the  

hidden image in 3D. Visit: 

facebook.com/Eyetricks3DStereograms  

to see images that change each week  

or visit: eyetricks-3d-stereograms.com.

NEW MEXICO RUBBISH REMOVAL 
WEEKLY TRASH SERVICE 

• Serving the Placitas Area 
• Bi-weekly recycling available 
• Offering assistance  
   to elderly & disabled 
• Placitas owned & operated 

Call Jon Dominguez • 239-3971

Placitas 
Pool & Spa Service 

Complete 
Service • Repair • Maintenance 

797-9680 
Clip This Ad and Place on Refrigerator for Future Reference

Pool & Spa Techs

New Horizon Window Cleaning Co. 
• Reliable, friendly, top-professional service 

• Free estimates • Satisfaction guaranteed 
• Owner-operator 25 years experience 

• 20 panes inside and out—$99 
Each additional pane $4 • screens $3 ea. 
Enjoy The Sun—Get Your Windows Done! 

Call Henrik Wils today • 505-366-8935 

A Friendly Reminder . . . 
from Placitan  

Jim’s ABR SEPTIC, (A Better Rate) 

Emergency SEPTIC Service 
Always Saving the Day! And we’re local! 

FREE filter & enzymes with service.  
FREE tank locates.

Call 505-898-TANK 
or 505-900-4862 

Call/Text Anytime—Same Day Service 

POB 1272 
Placitas, NM 87043

Owner Operator 35 yrs. exp • Lic./Bonded/Insured

Licensed  
& Insured

“Serving Sandoval 
County since 1996”

Firewood for Sale 
Horse stall 
Clean-Up!

Painting by 
United Services 

Residential • Commercial 
All Paints & Refinishes • Int./Ext. 

General Maintenance 
Handyman • Stucco Repairs

505.250.6646 
Licensed, Insured & Bonded

         DAVE’S  
BOBCAT SERVICE 
Dirt Removal  
Trash Haul • Grading 
Tree/Brush Removal 
Gravel • Driveways 
Snow Removal • Backhoe 

Call 505-264-1062
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