JANUARY
2019
at PCL
Monet, Claude. Impression, soleil levant. 1872.
Oil on canvas. Musée Marmottan Monet, Paris.

HOURS
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Saturday
Sunday

10 – 7
10 – 5
10 – 5
10 – 5
1–4

Jan 1

LIBRARY CLOSED

Jan 4

Game Night! 7:00 PM -See p. 4

Jan 11

Artists’ Public Reception: About Faces, 5 - 7:00 PM See p. 5

Jan 12

From Spain to New Mexico: The Journey to Keep a
Secret with Norma Libman, 2:00 PM -See p. 6

Jan 17

Board of Directors Meeting, 3:30 PM -See p. 3

Jan 19

Film Noir at PCL with Jeff Berg, featuring film: Ride
the Pink Horse, 2:00 PM -See p. 7

Jan 20

Keep Your Brain in the Game with PACE (Placitas
Adult Community Education), 2:00 PM -See p. 8

Jan 26

Songs of Peace with Sagit Zilberman, 10:00 AM See p. 11

To go to our website, click:

www.placitaslibrary.com
Adult Programing
Art Exhibit
Children’s Book News
Christine’s Corner
Kids’ Column
Susanne’s Selections
and more!
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.” —MLK

Christine Mathias, Library Director

H

appy New Year! I hope you all had a wonderful holiday and that the new year brings happiness and exciting opportunities. I also hope you made a resolution to become more involved in the
community, because we are on the lookout for more volunteers.
As you may know, our library is run almost entirely by volunteers. In fact, I am the only paid employee. This may sound like an impossibly daunting task, but we have a team of over 80 committed helpers who do everything from landscaping to creating beautiful newsletters. However,
volunteers come and go, so we’re always looking for more help.
I love asking people why they volunteer, and I often hear similar answers. It’s an opportunity
to get more involved in the community, meet new people, form new friendships, learn new
skills, and to feel valuable and productive. Some of our volunteers help out with a committee
here or there a few hours a month, while others have scheduled shifts at the help desk or
processing books, and devote several hours every week. Whether you’re a people person or
a behind-the-scenes kind of worker, someone who likes to work with your hands or with
your brain, a planner or a doer, I can assure you we can use your help and will find something that fits your interests and skills.
To learn more, please contact the library at 867-3355, or email me at librarian@
placitaslibrary.com. We also have more information, including the volunteer application,
available on our website: placitaslibrary.com.

Christine

“Everybody can be great… because anybody can serve.
You don’t have to have a college degree to serve. You don’t
have to make your subject and verb agree to serve. You
only need a heart full of grace. A soul generated by love.”

The beginning is
the most important
part of the work.

— MLK
— Plato

Prayer at Sunrise

Now thou art risen, and thy day begun.
White Sands Sunrise, New Mexico. GestaltImagery.com
How shrink the shrouding mists before thy face,
up thou spring’st to thy diurnal race!
“V eil after veil of thin dusky gauze is lifted, and As
How darkness chases darkness to the west,
by degrees the forms and colours of things are As shades of light on light rise radiant from thy crest!
restored to them, and we watch the dawn
For thee, great source of strength, emblem of might,
remaking the world in its antique pattern.”
In hours of darkest gloom there is no night.
― Oscar Wilde, from The Picture of Dorian Gray Thou shinest on though clouds hide thee from sight,
And through each break thou sendest down thy light.
O greater Maker of this Thy great sun,
Give me the strength this one day’s race to run,
Fill me with light, fill me with sun-like strength,
Fill me with joy to rob the day its length.
Light from within, light that will outward shine,
Strength to make strong some weaker heart than mine,
Joy to make glad each soul that feels its touch;
Great Father of the sun, I ask this much.
Munch, Edvard. The Sun. 1909-16. Oil on canvas. University of
Oslo Aula, Norway.
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— James Weldon Johnson

“Yet dawn
is ever the
hope of men.”
― J.R.R. Tolkien,
from The Two Towers

O’Keeffe, Georgia. Sunrise and Little
Clouds No. II. 1916. Watercolor. Georgia O’Keeffe Museum, Santa Fe.

453 Hwy 165  P O Box 445  Placitas NM 87043  505-867-3355  www.placitaslibrary.com

“If I cannot do great things, I can do small things in a great way.” — MLK

Board of Directors
Meeting
Thursday, Jan 17
3:30 pm
The public is welcome. Agendas are posted
on placitaslibrary.com and at the library.

“I said all those in favor say ‘Aye.’”

Lu, Yang. White Sands National Monument, New Mexico.

I saw a man
pursuing
the horizon
I saw a man pursuing
the horizon;
Round and round
they sped.
I was disturbed at this;
I accosted the man.
"It is futile," I said,
"You can never—"
"You lie," he cried,
And ran on.

Dove, Arthur. Sunrise. 1924. Oil
on wood. Milwaukee Art Museum.

— Stephen Crane

Notebook, 1981

— Emily
Dickinson

“Life. This morning
the sun made me adore it.”
— Juan Ramón Jiménez
from Time and Space:
A Poetic Autobiography

Bierstadt, Albert. Sunrise, Yosemite Valley.
ca. 1870. Oil. Amon Carter Museum, Fort Worth, TX.

“We must learn to reawaken and keep ourselves awake,
not by mechanical aid, but by an infinite expectation
of the dawn.“— Henry David Thoreau

I was so willing to pull a page out of my notebook, a day, several bright days and live them as
if I was only alive, thirsty, timeless, young enough, to do this one more time, to dare to have
nothing so much to lose and to feel that potential dying of the self in the light as the only thing
I thought that was spiritual, possible and because I had no other way to call that mind, I called it
poetry, but it was flesh and time and bread and friends frightened and free enough to want
to have another day that way, tear another page. — Eileen Myles
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“Knowledge is a process of piling up facts; wisdom lies in their simplification.” — MLK

Beginnings

Dove, Arthur. Sunrise, Northport Harbor. 1929.
Oil on canvas. Princeton University Art Museum.

January 11 - “About Faces”
Placitas Community Library
Reception: Friday, Jan 11, 5-7 PM (p.5)
www.placitaslibrary.com

January 19 - “Lost in a Dream”
Wild Hearts Gallery Art
Featured Artist: Joan Fenicle
Reception: Saturday, Jan 19, 1-4 PM
www.wildheartsgallery-nm.com

Van Gogh, Vincent. The Wheat Field, Sunrise.
1890. Oil on canvas. Kröller-Müller Museum,
Otterlo, Netherlands.

January 27 - “Music to My Eyes”
Placitas Artist Series
at Las Placitas Presbyterian Church
Featured Artists: Diane Orchard,
Steve Palmer, Eugene Rinchik,
and Katherine Christie Wilson.
Reception: Sunday, Jan 27, 2 PM
www.placitasarts.org
Klee, Paul. Rising Sun. 1907.

“Saw the sun rise. A lovely apricot sky with flames in it and then solemn pink. Heavens,
how beautiful. . . I feel so full of love today after having seen the sun rise. ”
― Katherine Mansfield, from Journal of Katherine Mansfield

Jan 4 @ 7 PM

Every First Friday
18 and older, please.

This is not how it begins
but how you understand it.
I walk many kilometers and
find myself to be the same—
the same moon hovering over
the same, bleached sky,
and when the officer calls me
it is a name I do not recognize,
a self I do not recognize.
We are asked to kneel, or
stand still, depending on which land
we embroider our feet with—
this one is copious with black blood
or so I am told.
Someone calls me by the skin
I did not know I had
and to this I think—language,
there must be a language
that contains us all
that contains all of this.
How to disassemble
the sorrow of beginnings,
how to let go, and not,
how to crouch beneath other bodies
how to stop breathing, how not to.
Our fathers are not elders here;
they are long-bearded men
shoving taxi cabs and sprawled
in small valet parking lots—
at their sight, my body dims its light
(a desiccated grape)
and murmur, Igziabher Yistilign—
our pride, raw-purple again.
We begin like this: all of us
walking in solitude
walking a desert earth and
unforgiving bodies. We cross lines
we dare not speak of; we learn and
unlearn things quickly, or intentionally slow
(because, that, we can control)
and give ourselves new names
because these selves must be new
to forget the old blue.
But, sometimes, we also begin like this:
on a cold, cold night
memorizing escape routes
kissing the foreheads of small children
hiding accat in our pockets,
a rosary for safekeeping.
Or, married off to men thirty years our elders
big house, big job, big, striking hands.
Or, thinking of the mouths to feed.
At times
we begin in silence;
water making its way into our bodies—
rain, or tears, or black and red seas
until we are ripe with longing.
— Mahtem Shiferraw
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“A man can’t ride your back unless it’s bent.” — MLK

Art: January

5
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“Courage faces fear and thereby masters it.” —MLK

By Anne Frost

Forlani, Paolo. Vniversale descrittione di tvtta la terra conoscivta fin qvi. 1565. Wikimedia Commons.

1492 was a big year in history. Two of the biggest
events of that year were the formal “Edict of Expulsion” from Spain against Jews, Muslims, and any other
non-Christians; the other was Columbus’ first journey
to the New World.
In her presentation on January 12, at 2:00 PM.
Norma Libman will discuss the history of the Expulsion and the forces that brought so many people from
the Iberian Peninsula to what was first New Spain,
then Mexico for a short while, then eventually the
American Southwest and New Mexico, in particular.
Norma will discuss life in Spain during Inquisitional

times and what the Jews had to do to keep their secrets: what they ate, how they acted, how they carried
out rites in secret. And then, how the people who
chose to leave Spain brought their traditions, without
the guidance of rabbis or books, to what was to become New Mexico. And what, if any, was the role of
Columbus in this story. She will also answer the question of why some descendants of this community still
believe they must keep their true religion a secret
while others are ready to abandon this double life, as
well as what happens to those who choose to return
to normative, mainstream Judaism.

Norma Libman is an independent journalist and educator who has studied this
population for more than twenty years and has interviewed some fifty-plus individuals and families. For nineteen years she led tours and lectured for the “Road
Scholar” educational touring program in week-long excursions through New Mexico to study this fascinating aspect of our state’s history. She has written more
than 500 articles on various subjects for newspapers nationwide, and has lectured and led workshops on writing and literary subjects. She is the author of the
award-winning novel, Lonely River Village, about a secret Chinese women’s
writing system, and Hannah’s Day at School, her first children’s book.
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“We are not makers of history. We are made by history.” — MLK

By Bob Gajkowski, Placitas History Project
Several times over the last couple of years, film
historian and author Jeff Berg has brought to the PCL
his knowledge and enthusiasm for “Movies Made in
New Mexico.” With short clips from hundreds of films,
he has entertained and delighted his audiences with
stories and insightful comments about the films that
have slowly, but steadily, meant the rise of the motion
picture industry in New Mexico.
In the years-long push to entice Hollywood to seriously consider the attributes of New Mexico there
have been many productions which used New Mexico
locales as stand-ins for Middle Eastern deserts, Texas
cattle country and other places. However, other films
have taken not just the scenic backgrounds of our
state, but also the elements of our mixed cultures to
tell their stories.
One such film, the film noir classic Ride the Pink
Horse, stars Robert Montgomery as a WWII veteran
who arrives in a Mexican town during fiesta to find the
murderer of his Army buddy. Thomas Gómez (who

7

would receive an Oscar Best Supporting Actor nomination for his role in the film) and the intriguing Wanda
Hendrix, making her film debut, co-star. Filmed during
the Santa Fe Fiesta in 1946, Zozorbra makes an appearance as does the La Fonda Hotel on the Plaza in
this tale of revenge, or is it blackmail?
Breaking from his
previous presentations
of “clips,” Mr. Berg will
screen the full-length
1947 feature followed
with comments and a
Q & A from the audience.
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“In the end, we will remember not the words of our enemies, but the silence of our friends.”

—MLK

Sunday. January 20. 2:00 PM
Current Affairs - Doris Fields, Ph.D
Doris Fields, Ph.D., will moderate a series of lively, thoughtprovoking discussions on current issues in worldwide news. The objective of this course is to exchange ideas and exercise our thinking
skills. The participants will select articles from the New York Times,
The Atlantic, The New Yorker, etc. or any mutually agreed-on timely
topic. This will be an opportunity to learn more about the issues impacting our world and our world view, as well as to explore and expand our perspectives on some of those issues.

Unconventional Geology 101 - Jim Neal
Retired geology professor, Jim Neal, will explore current Placitas issues and local geological highlights, supplemented with field trips,
observation and discussion.

By Anne Frost

Bitcoins and Blockchains - Blaine Burnham, Ph.D.

Have an active mind? Want to be challenged and
entertained? Interested in expanding your mind and
your circle of friends? You are invited to check out
PACE—Placitas Adult Community Education. PACE
is a relatively new non-profit organization dedicated
to expanding the opportunities for mature and curious people to learn about a wide variety of topics in
the arts, sciences, humanities and more. PACE
offered six classes in the Fall 2018 semester and will
be offering six or seven this spring.
Come learn more about PACE on January 20 and
explore the spring class offerings at an informational
gathering session for anyone 50+ and living in the
Placitas area. PACE is a member-supported organization whose faculty is drawn from the many expert
and knowledgeable people living in the area. These
scholars donate their time, sharing expertise and
enthusiasm on the topics they cherish. Classes are
usually four to six, two-hour sessions, meeting at
PCL. Beginning in mid-February 2019, PACE will offer
classes in everything from Bitcoin to Shakespeare.
Members can take as many classes each semester
as they wish. What follows is a short description of
each of this semester’s offerings.
As you will see, there is much of interest to be
explored. Please join us on Sunday, January 20 at 2
PM at PCL to get to know more about Placitas Adult
Community Education and visit with many of this
semester’s faculty.

Bitcoins and a plethora of what is called E-currency have burst (sort
of) onto the digital scene. These E-currencies offer a curious set of
‘uses’ and ‘opportunities.’ These uses and opportunities include, as
one of their big attractions, anonymity of use. Transactions with
bitcoins cannot be traced either to the buyer or seller. One of the
opportunities appears to be some sort of "market" with/in these Ecurrencies. (At my first introduction to Bitcoin, they were offered to
me for $1.00/coin. Think about that!) So how does that "market"
work? What are the underlying digital artifacts that enable/support
this E-currency (blockchain, in particular). What is actually going on
under the hood of E-currency.
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Shakespeare in Depth: Hamlet - Norma Libman
In this 4-week class we will discuss Shakespeare’s Hamlet and the
play’s relationship to the politics and culture of the time.

Wines from California, Oregon, Washington, France,
Spain, Italy - Jim Pilcher, Sandy Liakus, & Bill Goodwin
Led by local oenophiles, learn the differences in various grapes or
varietals and where they come from. Topics: wine terminology,
tasting vs. drinking, and what wine pairing is all about, and more.

Great Decisions - Ron Richman
Great Decisions is America's largest discussion program on world
affairs. The program model involves reading the Great Decisions Briefing Book, watching the DVDs and meeting to discuss the
most critical global issues facing America today. Topics include:
‘Refugees and Global Migration,’ ‘The Middle East: Regional Disorder,’ ‘Nuclear Negotiations: Back to the Future?,’ ‘The Rise of Populism in Europe,’ ‘Decoding U.S.-China Trade,’ ‘Cyber Conflicts and
Geopolitics,’ ‘The United States and México: Partnership Tested,’ and
‘State of the State Department and Diplomacy.’

Legends of Jazz - Diane Richardson & Joe Washek
Join facilitators from the New Mexico Jazz Workshop, as they take
you on a journey through some of the history and legends of jazz.
Enhance your appreciation for this genre, while listening to some of
the best cuts ever made.
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“There is nothing more tragic than to find an individual
bogged down in the length of life, devoid of breadth.” —MLK

Reading Recommendations by Susanne Domínguez
Beneath a Scarlet Sky
By Mark T. Sullivan

O’Keeffe, Georgia. Sunrise. 1916.
Watercolor. Barney A. Ebsworth
Collection, Georgia O’Keeffe Museum.

Susanne's Selections

In June 1943, in Milan, Italy, 17-year-old Giuseppe “Pino” Lella is a typical teenager
from a loving Italian Catholic family. After Allied bombs destroy his home, he joins the
Catholic Church’s underground resistance helping Jews, fallen pilots and others escape
over the treacherous Italian Alps into Switzerland, while surviving dangerous attacks
and avalanches. Later, attempting to protect him, his parents insist he enlist in the OT,
or “Organization Todt” of the German army in order to keep him from seeing combat in
Russia. The OT soldiers were not sent to the Russian front. However, under astonishing
circumstances, he is recruited to be the personal driver for one of Hitler's most powerful commanders, General Hans Leyers, who reported only to Hitler. I don't want to disclose more, since it's best
to discover what happens by reading this exceptionally gripping story yourself.
A work of historical fiction, author Mark Sullivan interviewed Lella, on whom it's based, numerous times. He
still communicates with Lella, who at age 92 lives in Lesa, Italy near Lake Maggiore. A motion picture based on
the book is scheduled to be released this year.

By Jen Lin-Liu

Dove, Arthur. Sunrise III. 1936.
Wax emulsion and oil on canvas, partly coated in gesso.
Yale University Art Gallery.

On the Noodle Road:
From Beijing to Rome with Love and Pasta

“In 2002, archaeologists found an earthenware bowl containing the world’s oldest
known noodles, measured to roughly 4000 years BP through carbon dating at the Lajia
archaeological site along the Yellow River in China. The noodles were found wellpreserved.”
The Noodle Road is primarily a search to determine where the noodle originated: China or Italy. Although it’s commonly believed Marco Polo brought the noodle from China
to Italy, you'll need to read this delightful book to find out where Lin-Liu determined
the noodle's origin. It’s an engaging mix of travelogue, cooking techniques, and recipes from other countries, as
well as a meditation on women's roles in different cultures.
To me, Lin-Liu’s journey is a metaphor for her quest for self-discovery after her recent marriage (at the time
this book was written). An independent young woman, she's at odds with her new role as a wife AND as a professional journalist and chef. She begins a six-month trip to China, Iran, portions of the Silk Road, Turkey, Central
Asia, and finishes in Italy. Along the way she meets numerous, diverse people and talented cooks who share with
her their cuisines, traditions, and their lives. Mouthwatering recipes, such as Lasagna Bolognese, Manti (Turkish
dumplings) and Chuchura (Uighur wontons) are included in her fascinating narrative, modified for an American
kitchen. Not limited to readers who love cooking and food, it also appeals to travel devotees and readers who
appreciate learning about other cultures.
Cont’d.
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“There can be no deep disappointment where there is not deep love.” — MLK

Barber, Bob. Dog Canyon Sunrise.
June 24, 2011. newwest.net

Susanne's Selections , cont’d.
Where the Crawdads Sing
By Delia Owens

"Just like their whiskey, the marsh dwellers bootlegged their own laws — not like those
burned into stone tablets or inscribed in documents, but bigger ones stamped in their
genes. It is not a morality, just simple math. When cornered, desperate, or isolated, man
reverts to those instincts that aim straight at survival."
Known by local townies as “The Marsh Girl” and “marsh trash,” Catherine “Kya”
Clark has experienced loss, abandonment and prejudice starting from before her mother abandoned her at age six to age ten, when her father left her to survive on her own
in the coastal marshes of North Carolina.
As the story unfolds, Kya is forced to learn how to survive. Flashbacks between the 1950s through 1969 describe her solitary life with the occasional friend and relationship. Her primary friends are the birds and other
wildlife she encounters in the marshland "where crawdads sing.” Being a wildlife scientist, author Delia Owens’s
poetic descriptions of nature are absolutely devastating. When, in 1969, the body of a popular young man from a
prominent family is discovered in the marsh, Kya is immediately a suspect. A murder investigation and courtroom
trial ensue. It's a discerning story, with several moral issues to consider, such as: is murder ever justified?
blessing the boats
(at St. Mary’s)

Takeji, Fujishima. Sunrise Over the Eastern Sea.
1932. Oil. Bridgestone Museum of Art, Tokyo.

“There is a force of exultation,
a celebration of luck, when a writer
finds himself a witness to the
early morning of a culture that is
defining itself, branch by branch,
leaf by leaf, in that self-defining
dawn, which is why, especially at
the edge of the sea, it is good to
make a ritual of the sunrise.”
— Derek Walcott

Heade, Martin Johnson. Dawn. 1862. Oil on
canvas. Boston Museum of Fine Arts.
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may the tide
that is entering even now
the lip of our understanding
carry you out
beyond the face of fear
may you kiss
the wind then turn from it
certain that it will
love your back
may you
open your eyes to water
water waving forever
and may you in your innocence
sail through this to that

— Lucille Clifton

Turner, J.M.W. Venice Looking East from the Giudecca, Sunrise.
1819. Watercolor. British Museum, London.

“...And when the dawn comes creeping in,
Cautiously I shall raise

Myself to watch the daylight win.”

― D.H. Lawrence, from “Wedding Morn”

Homer, Winslow. Early Morning After a Storm at Sea.
c. 1900. Oil on canvas. The Cleveland Museum of Art.

Fowler, John. Cabezon Peak Morning. August 13, 2015.
flikr.com
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“We must accept finite disappointment, but never lose infinite hope.” —MLK

Please join us for

Berklee College of Music graduate
and international performer
Sagit Zilberman will be here to
facilitate “Songs of Peace,” an
interactive global music program
that introduces children to
instruments such as the didgeridoo, space-drum, recorder, and
saxophone in a new and exciting
way, and empowers them to use
their voices and body to dance
and sing in harmony with her
and others in the group.”
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“In a sense, the freedom songs are the soul of the movement.” —MLK

Children’s

Book News

by Nancy Guist, Children's Collection Coordinator
We have just added several new audio books for younger children (Pre-K to 3rd grade). Currently, they are on
display with the new books atop the children’s shelves. For the most part, hardbound copies corresponding to
these audio recordings are available in our collection. Check our catalog as to location. Audio books for older
children continue to be on the shelves to the left of the juvenile non-fiction. And eventually, the new audio
books will either be on these shelves or part of the hanging kits. Look for these new additions:
Jamie Lee Curtis Audio Collection
including such titles as: Is There
Really a Human Race? and Where
Do Balloons Go?
Mouse Tales and Mouse Soup
written and read by Arnold Lobel
Arnold Lobel Audio Collection
which includes Grasshopper on the
Road, Owl at Home, Small Pig and
Uncle Elephant
It’s Raining Pigs & Noodles
poetry and songs written and
performed by Jack Prelutsky
New Kid on the Block, selected
poems written and performed by
Jack Prelutsky

Three audio books devoted to
Dr. Seuss collections including, among others: What Pet
Should I Get?, Green Eggs
and Ham, and How the
Grinch Stole Christmas!
Mr. Rabbit and the Lovely Present, by Charlotte Zolotow
Frog and Toad All Year and
Frog and Toad Are Friends
by Arnold Lobel
Panda Bear, Panda Bear,
What Do You See? and
Brown Bear, Brown Bear,
What Do You See? by Bill Martin

Annie and the Wild Animals by Jan Brett

*Audio books can be a positive support as a child learns to read and gains a love for books. Listening to them, while following the print, provides a multi-sensory approach for early readers. Audio books can also increase a child’s vocabulary as
well as build background knowledge. Perhaps most importantly, they support the fact that reading is fun!*

O’Keeffe, Georgia. Light Coming on the Plains No. I, II, and III. 1917. Watercolor.
Amon Carter Museum of American Art, Fort Worth, TX.
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“When our days become dreary with low
hovering clouds of despair, and when our
nights become darker than a thousand
midnights, let us remember that there is
a creative force in this universe, working
to pull down the gigantic mountains of
evil, a power that is able to make a way
out of no way and transform dark yesterdays
into bright tomorrows. Let us realize the
arc of the moral universe is long but it
bends toward justice.”— MLK
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“ F i n d a v o i c e i n a w h i s p e r . ” — MLK

