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To go to our website, click:

February 2

Game Night, 7:00 See p. 8

February 3

Tales of Winter from the Navajo Nation with
Sunny Dooley, 2:00 See p. 5

February 9

Artists’ Reception: Walk In My Shoes, 5-7:00
See p. 9

February 10

Science vs. Pseudoscience in a Fake News
World with Benjamin Radford, 2:00 See p. 10

February 14

Children’s Story Hour: The Colors of Love and
Happiness with Lisa Rossi, 10:00 See p. 5

February 15

Board of Directors Meeting, 6:00 The public is
welcome. Agendas are posted on the PCL website and at the library. See p. 3

February 17

Enjoying Old Time Radio with Ken Jones, 2:00
See p. 11

February 18

The Science Behind the Danger of Hydraulic
Fracking in the Rio Grande Valley with Donald
T. Phillips, 2:00 See p. 12
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FROM MARIAN’S DESK
Marian Frear, Library Director

Love for the Library

O

ne of the best aspects of being the PCL director is the amount of truly amazing art I get to see.
This lovely present arrived on my desk at Christmas and I felt you all should have the chance to see it, too.
Meet paper artist Vicki Bolen and poet Richard Wolfson, creators of the tiny, delightful book, Love
Letters to the Library. Vicki creates wonderful paper art, and Richard often reads at the Placitas solstice
event. As they describe their work, "Vicki's art inspires Richard's poetry; Richard's poetry inspires Vicki's art.
We collaborate with love." Many, many thanks to Vicki and Richard for this amazing little book.
To see more of their work, please visit littlebirddepapel.com, facebook.com/richard.wolfson.

The welcoming smile of my librarian
The anticipation in my heart
All those books -another world- just waiting
At my fingertips.

- Nikki Giovanni
from “My First Memory”
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WELCOME to our NEW BOARD MEMBERS
Dave Kinney comes
to us from forty years
of experience in financial management
in the banking, financial consulting, and
hospitality industries,
as well as long experience with nonprofit
boards. He recently retired from seventeen
years with Intelliteach in St. Louis. Dave
once owned his own restaurant. He volunteers at the Balloon Fiesta, the Placitas Recycling Center, the PCL Programming Committee and KUPR where he is a DJ on weekday mornings.
Harriet Neal taught math at
El Dorado High School in Albuquerque and taught philosophy as a graduate student at UNM. She has volunteered as a docent at the Albuquerque Museum and
with the Coalition for Compassion and Justice in Prescott, AZ, where she lived for
fifteen years before moving
back to Placitas. Harriet does landscape
photography in infrared and has shown her
work at PCL and at LPPC.

Judy Labovitz is an actual librarian, with a Master of Library Science and a USPH post-masters fellowship in biomedical information.
Judy worked in the pharmaceutical industry for 35 years. She was
chair of the PCL Board from 20052008, while the new library building was conceived and designed,
and was involved in evaluating the
library's current cataloging system. As well as working at the library Help Desk, Judy
also volunteers with the New Mexico Jazz Workshop and
with Placitas Adult Community Education.

Honor your sweetheart and support
PCL. Have your personal message inscribed on a brick
to be added to our
landscape. Stop by
the library and fill
out a form for our
brick campaign.

- Gwendolyn Brooks,
“Book Power”
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Smart, charming, fun, outgoing
community library
in search of dedicated
VOLUNTEER
with a big heart who doesn’t judge
a book by its cover. Let’s do more
than … read! We’ll check out
PRESS RELEASES.
Maybe catalogue some
CHILDREN’S PROGRAMMING.
We may be long overdue for
BUILDING MAINTENANCE,
but together, I know we’ll be fine.
call me: 867-3355 or email:
librarian@placitaslibrary.com

“Don't ever think I fell for you,
or fell over you. I didn't fall
in love , I rose in it.”
― Toni
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Morrison, from Jazz
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We need assistance for the Summer Reading Program in
June and July. We need volunteers to sign-in the children,
help with program registration, give out the reading challenge stickers and various other duties, such as setting up
chairs and tables. You do not need to create programs nor
do you need teaching experience. Program dates are June
15, 22, and 29 and July 6, 13, and 20. Please leave a message for Nora at the library at 867-3355 if you can help.
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Children’s Book News
by Nancy Guist, Children's Collection Coordinator
The arts, whether it’s painting, music, photography, literature,
dance, etc., are a vital part of our lives. Too often the arts do not
receive the emphasis they should in our schools. An opportunity to
be exposed to the world of art can open up paths of creativity of
which young people heretofore may be unaware. Besides providing students with occasions for hands-on exploration in the arts, we can also open up new
fields of interest by exposing children to proven artists. One way to provide this opportunity
is through books – of course! Below are three outstanding ones written for children. They introduce a child to a poet, a painter and a photographer.
Enormous Smallness – A Story of E.E. Cummings
By Matthew Burgess
Illustrated by Kris Di Giacometti
Suggested ages: 6 years and up
“It takes courage to grow up and
become who you really are.”
These powerful words of E.E.
Cummings, presented at the
book’s beginning, guided the poet
throughout his life. He was never afraid to break the
“rules” of poetry and thus created an original poetic
voice. In this concise and artistically rendered picture book, the author begins with the poet’s boyhood illustrating the encouragement and support he
received from his family as he explored the world
about him. At an early age, Cummings was fascinated with words, real and imaginary. He also was intrigued with nature’s miracles that were all about.
He was fortunate to grow up in comfortable circumstances and live in an environment in which he had
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the freedom to be himself. Though he loved his
special room in his family home, his sense of adventure eventually led him to Greenwich Village, to Paris
before serving in WWII and then back to New York
City. Here his creative sense of boldness led to poems which were eventually accepted and loved by
others. Five of Cummings’ poems are included in
Enormous Smallness, ones children will find engaging, particularly if guided by an older reader. DiGiacomo’s fanciful and lively illustrations done in muted
tones contribute to the book’s impact. Cummings’
words embellish many of the pages in varying fonts
with an energy that reflects his poetry. This exceptional picture book may lead a child to see poetry in
a whole new light and motivate her to experiment
with poetic language herself.

Cont’d.
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Children’s Book News, cont’d.
Story Painter – The Life of Jacob Lawrence
By John Duggleby
Suggested ages: 8-12 years
Jacob Lawrence, born in
1917, was the first African
-American painter to be
critically recognized for
his talents. Story Painter
shares the struggles of Lawrence’s early life along
with the gradual formation of his passions and artistic skills. Duggleby’s narrative brings Lawrence alive
as he conveys a vivid sense of the place and time
which enveloped the painter’s failures and successes. Lawrence’s work could easily be an introduction
or supplement to a student’s knowledge of AfricanAmerican history as seen in The Migration of the Negro series or in his paintings of Harriet Tubman’s heroic life. But besides historical events, Lawrence also
depicted the common man, whether white or black,
engaged in everyday experiences. Besides introducing an important American artist to the reader, Dug-

gleby also depicts a man many a young person can
relate to as he chronicles accounts of Lawrence’s
shyness, his curiosity, his obsession with colors. The
book is beautifully assembled, using Lawrence’s
paintings throughout. The painter’s subjects are created in flat dimensions enlivened with bold colors
and energetic action. Along with Lawrence’s striking
paintings are occasional black and white historical
photos of the painter or his contemporaries.
Finally, as I read Jacob Lawrence’s story, I saw him
not only as an African-American painter depicting his
people’s history, but also as a man who wished to
bring people together. He rejected the notion that all
issues of his time should be related to race. His desire to bring about harmony is reflected in one of his
later series – Builders – which radiates the beauty of
people working “hand-in-hand”, a goal we all, adult
or child, should be able to uphold.

Your love to me was
like an unread book
- Countee Cullen

Restless Spirit, The Life and Work of Dorothea Lange
By Elizabeth Partridge
Suggested ages: 10 and up
Dorothea Lange had a passion in life that guided and
motivated her to create
photographic art that is
now an historical record of
our American narrative. As
a high school graduate, she
realized she wanted to be a photographer regardless
of the fact she did not own a camera nor had she ev-

er taken a picture. But Lange’s ability to truly see and
record in her mind’s eye her environment drove her
determination to begin to record all she saw. Restless Spirt is a fascinating account of Dorothea
Lange’s life accompanied by over 65 of her more
iconic photos. The author, Elizabeth Partridge, is the
daughter of Ron Partridge, who at 17 in 1934, became Lange’s photographic assistant. She approaches Lange’s life story with a dispassionate view.

Cont’d.
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Children’s Book News, cont’d.
Lange’s struggles, emotional and physical, as well
as her successes, are written into her story.
Though this volume was written for young people,
it is an engrossing biography for adults as well.
Lange’s moving photographs brought to life the
“voices” of migrant workers and share croppers
living during the Depression. Later she recorded
scenes of the relocation of people of Japanese descent along the West Coast during WWII - an
event she understandably found most upsetting.
Lange spent much of her life photographing grim
periods in our country’s history. However, towards the end of her life she focused on family
and friends, whom she observed we take for
granted with “our eyes” as well as “our hearts.”
Dorothea Lange’s work, as well as that of other artists, reveals valuable historical insights to
young people. Her life also stands as an inspiration
to youth to follow their passions for that is how
they begin the path to a fulfilling life.

After all, there’s no need
to say anything
at first. An orange, peeled
and quartered, flares
like a tulip on a Wedgwood plate.
Anything can happen.
Outside the sun
has rolled up her rugs
and night strewn salt
across the sky. My heart
is humming a tune
I haven’t heard in years!
Quiet’s cool flesh—
let’s sniff and eat it.
There are ways
to make of the moment
a topiary
so the pleasure’s in
walking through.
- Rita Dove, “Flirtation”

I have learned
not to worry
about love;
but to honor
its coming
with all my heart.

Starting Feb. 2 @ 7 PM
Every First Friday

– Alice Walker
18 and older, please.

The leaves believe
such letting go is love,
such love is faith,
such faith is grace,
such grace is God.
I agree with the leaves.
- Lucille Clifton
“The Lesson of the Falling Leaves”
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Art: January

EXHIBIT
NOW through March 1
PUBLIC RECEPTION
Friday, February 9, 5-7 PM
*Be sure to wear your funky, creative
shoes! PRIZE for best in show!

photo by Rozanne Hakala, "Gently Loved”

Shoes! You wear them; you run in them; you dance in them;
you admire them, and in some cases, your life is reflected in them.

The February PCL Art Exhibit "Walk in My Shoes" explores our fascination with shoes. As fashion statement or an outlet of artistic expression for both the artist and the wearer, shoes have
gone through many changes in style and symbolism. For some artists shoes are a creative
outlet, but for others it can be a social statement. Artist, Nancy Bennett, displays a photo of a
pair of soldier's boots from Iraq. Other artists include Patti Farley, Bebe Marks, Rozanne Hakala, Riha Rothberg, Gene Anderson, Corky Baron, Julie Goodding, Kelly Butterman, Fran Hahn,
Julie Fear, Linda Nisenbaum, Lisa Goldman, Annie Gross, Linda Davis, Sue Ortiz, Patty Baron, Al
Davis, Rebecca Cohen, Amy Ditto, and Geri Verble. Come join us and "Walk in Our Shoes."
-By Geri Verble
Out of love,

If social protest is antithetical to art,
what then shall we make of Goya, Dickens,
and Twain? … The understanding of art
depends finally upon one's willingness
to extend one's humanity and one's
knowledge of human life.
- Ralph Ellison

You should always respect
what you are and your culture
because if your art is going to mean
anything, that is where it comes from.
- Romare Bearden
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No regrets--

Though the goodness

Be wasted forever.
Out of love,
No regrets--

Though the return
Be never.

- Langston Hughes
“No Regrets”
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Series

Sat., 02/10/18 @ 2:00 PM
How do we tell what’s really
real? Distinguishing science
from pseudoscience, real
news from rumor, and truth
from falsehood are vitally important: A healthy democracy
depends on an informed citizenry and officials guided by
evidence-based policies and practices. But too often science is viewed with derision and suspicion, or co-opted
by those with social or political agendas.
Join writer and science literacy educator Benjamin Radford as he discusses the nature of scientific truth and evidence. Drawing on nearly two decades of experience in
journalism—as both a producer and consumer—
Radford examines not only the rise (and threat) of “fake
news” but also how and why well-meaning journalists
often get the story wrong. There will be plenty of time
for audience Q&A.
Benjamin Radford, M.Ed, is deputy editor of
Skeptical Inquirer science magazine, and a Research Fellow with the Committee for Skeptical
Inquiry, a non-profit educational organization.
He is author of thousands of articles for Discovery News, LiveScience.com, and other media, as
well as eleven books on media and science literacy including Media Mythmakers: How Journalists, Activists, and Advertisers Mislead Us.
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“You think your pain and
your heartbreak are

unprecedented in the

history of the world,

but then you read. It
was Dostoevsky and

Dickens who taught me
that the things that

tormented me most

were the very things

that connected me with
all the people who

were alive, or who ever had been alive.”
-

James Baldwin
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Our KUPR 99.9’s
own “Old Time
Radio Buff,” Ken
Jones will be
sharing his love
for and extensive knowledge
of the Golden
Age of Radio with a presentation
that includes a photo-slideshow
of many of the popular and
prominent actors and singers of
the period, including such luminaries as: Frank Sinatra, Jimmy
Stewart, Bette Davis, Doris Day,
Alan Ladd, Boris Karloff, Lucille
Ball, Cary Grant, Katherine Hepburn, Eve Arden, Dean Martin
and Jerry Lewis, Jack Webb, Howard Duff, Vincent Price, Edgar
Bergen and Charlie McCarthy, Linda Darnell, Orson Welles, Humphrey Bogart and Lauren Bacall, and
Loretta Young, among many others.
Ken has impressively put together over sixty, two-hour shows so far, and during his presentation he’ll
be playing audio excerpts from many of the most popular shows from the Golden Age of Radio, such as:
Fibber McGee and Molly, Vic and Sade, The Jack Benny Program, (Fred) Allen’s Alley, The Bickersons, The
Adventures of Sam Spade, Richard Diamond Private Detective, Dragnet, Phillip Marlowe, Pat Novak Private
Eye, The Saint, Abbott and Costello, Dinah Shore, Bing Crosby, Orson Welles’s Mercury Theater, and more.
Ken especially enjoys hearing the old time radio memories of his listeners. So be sure to bring along
your own recollections - or maybe those of your parents and grandparents - of listening to these amazing
broadcasts!

NEWS FLASH! Drama! Humor! Mystery! Intrigue! Suspense! Quizzes! Music!
Ken Jones moved last year to the Village of Placitas from
the Kitsap peninsula in the Pacific Northwest, where he
spent four years producing and directing the “RADIO-ONTHE-AIR” series of onstage radio plays at the Jewel Box Theatre in Poulsbo, WA. These radio plays featured original
scripts from the 30s and 40s, which were read live by local
actors. An architect and set designer, Ken designed the
stage set for these performances to replicate a 1940s radio
studio, complete with a large sound effects table, and “ONTHE-AIR” sign, and vintage microphones from the period.
With sixty, 2-hour shows under his belt, you can now catch him every Saturday at
8PM on KUPR 99.9!

1
11
11

453 Hwy 165  P O Box 445 Placitas NM 87043  505-867-3355  www.placitaslibrary.com

The Science Behind:

Photos: G. Thomas (Wiki); Paul Anglada; Bruce
Gordo, a fracking site in WY (EcoFlight)

Sunday, February 18
2:00 PM

th

The Rio Grande Valley is a heavily faulted geologic rift system both at the surface and in the subsurface. The layered sedimentary rocks at the top of
the Sandia Mountains have been faulted downward
so that they are now two to four miles below the Rio
Grande River. Every geologic formation in the Rio
Grande Valley has been subject to major faulting.
There are also tens of thousands of minor fractures
all throughout the basin. One of the formations that
has been faulted includes the Rio Grande freshwater
aquifer that supplies drinking water to approximately
800,000 people.
The Oil and Gas Industry is now attempting to
influence local communities (and the State of New
Mexico) to create legislation that will allow unconventional drilling in the Rio Grande Valley that will
include horizontal drilling and hydraulic fracking
within the organic-rich Mancos Shale. In many areas
the Mancos Shale has been lifted up into fault contact with the Rio Grande freshwater aquifer. In all
areas, both the Mancos Shale, the rocks above and
below it, and the freshwater aquifer have been heavily faulted and fractured.
Unconventional horizontal drilling uses advanced
technology to turn a drill bit ninety degrees and drill
through the Mancos Shale horizontally a mile or
more. The formation is then subjected to hydraulic
fracking (with the use of explosives and high pressures) that force chemical-filled water into the Mancos Shale. These dangerous chemicals, along with
any recovered hydrocarbons, are then pumped up to
the surface. A great deal of water must be used to

1
12
12

perform the hydraulic fracking. And when recovered, the leftover wastewater must be pumped
down into the ground again to be disposed of. It is
this wastewater disposal process that contributes to
the many earthquakes that have occurred in Oklahoma, for instance.
The real danger posed by unconventional horizontal drilling and hydraulic fracking is probable contamination of the Rio Grande Valley’s freshwater
drinking water aquifer. Why? Because fractures and
faults are conduits for fluids – including hydrocarbons, chemically laced water from the fracking process, and freshwater, itself. Because the Rio Grande
Valley is a heavily faulted geologic rift system (at the
surface and in the subsurface), there is a very high
probability that hydraulic fracking will contaminate
the freshwater drinking water aquifer. It is also important to note that our freshwater water aquifer is
very large and, for the most part, one continuous
system. This means that if the drinking water aquifer
is contaminated up in Sandoval County, it will flow
downhill to Albuquerque and other parts South. And
once a critical freshwater aquifer is contaminated, it
is almost impossible to remediate.
Donald T. Phillips has two degrees in
Geology (BS 1974; MS 1976). He has
fifteen years of science and management experience in the energy industry
(Mobil, Tenneco, CNG Producing). He
is the author of Lincoln On Leadership
for Today and other books.
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Susanne's Selections
Reading Recommendations by Susanne Dominguez
Killers of the Flower Moon: The Osage Murders and the Birth of the FBI
By David Grann
“Killers of the Flower Moon” is
a shocking true story of the
"reign of terror" conducted
against the Osage Indian tribe
living in Oklahoma by whites in
an attempt to gain control of
the Osage's enormous wealth
from oil royalties. The Osage were forced from their
native land in Kansas, in the late-19th century. Fortunately, they obtained mineral rights to their new
land in Oklahoma, as barren and worthless as it appeared to be. In the 1920s, oil reserves were discovered which eventually made them wildly rich.
Oil leases and royalties in today's dollars amounted to $400 million in just one year for the Osage
people. “Per capita, they were the wealthiest group
of people in the world.” However, they soon became
“the most murdered group per capita in the world.”
The Osage built fabulous mansions, wore fashions
from Paris, and had white servants, which drove bigoted people crazy. One journalist, after visiting the
Osage, wrote, “Where will it end? Every time a new
well is drilled the Indians are that much richer.… The

Osage Indians are becoming so rich that something
will have to be done about it.”
At least twenty wealthy Osage members, including children, were mysteriously murdered. The author thinks hundreds more were murdered for their
oil rights, based on his years of research of previously classified documents, trial records, and interviews.
Amazingly, he developed enough evidence to prosecute another murderer.
Federal law established legal guardians as stewards of their money, since the government believed
many of the Osage were incompetent, causing some
whites who controlled or wanted to control their
money to murder them so they could control the
money with impunity.
Since the murders and disappearances were not
being solved by the corrupt local law enforcement,
“the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) launched
its first national homicide investigation in Osage territory under the supervision of a young federal investigator, J. Edgar Hoover.” This book is an indictment
and analysis of the prejudice and evil perpetrated by
people against the Osage.

The Story of Arthur Truluv
By Elizabeth Berg
Reminiscent of Fredrik Backman's novel, “A Man Called Ove,“ this is an endearing gem
of a book. It explores life's truths and offers much insight, though it initially appears to
be just an enjoyable light read. 85 year old Arthur, a recent widower, visits his
wife's grave daily. There, he meets Maddy, a lonely, troubled teenager. As their relationship grows, they form a warm and supportive relationship. It's a heartfelt, charming
story, certain to enchant readers.

Cont’d.

Love makes your soul crawl out from its hiding place.
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- Zora Neale Hurston
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Susanne's Selections , cont’d.
Endurance : A Year In Space, A Lifetime of Discovery
By Scott Kelly
In a straightforward and unassuming manner, Kelly narrates
his inspiring journey from being a failing student to becoming a NASA astronaut. After
reading Tom Wolfe's book
"The Right Stuff,” Kelly became motivated and determined to become an astronaut. Through hard work and dedication he
forced himself to accomplish the necessary
goals: first graduating from college, then becoming
a Naval fighter pilot, an engineer, and finally attaining his dream of becoming an astronaut.
He describes the challenging and the mundane,
but necessary, daily routine during the year-long
mission he spent on the International Space Station
(ISS). He also describes the future of space exploration, the courage and teamwork of other international crew members, and the sacrifices they make.
Not only must astronauts be physically fit, they
must also be psychologically strong. Kelly's mission

I gather up
each sound
you left behind
and stretch them
on our bed.
each nite
I breathe you
and become high.
- Sonia Sanchez
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on the ISS was to provide data regarding the effects
space travel has on the human body, while his twin
brother, Mark, also an astronaut, was the control
on Earth.
The ISS is a "completely unique structure, assembled by spacewalkers flying around the Earth at
17,500 miles per hour in a vacuum, in extremes of
temperature of plus and minus 270 degrees, the
work of fifteen different nations over eighteen
years, thousands of people speaking different languages and using different engineering methods
and standards. In some cases the station's modules
never touched one another while on Earth, but they
all fit together perfectly in space."
He candidly discusses his personal life, both his
foibles and triumphs, as well as his divorce, his bout
with cancer, and the tragic shooting of his sister-inlaw, former Arizona Congresswoman, Gabby
Giffords.
"Endurance" is a fascinating and enlightening
peek into the realm of space travel.

- Gwendolyn Brooks
from “To Be In Love”

Whenever my environment
had failed to support
or nourish me, I had
clutched at books.
- Richard Wright

from Black Boy
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