DECEMBER 2018
at PCL

Dec 7 Game Night! 7:00 PM -See p. 11

Dec 8 Holiday Open House! 10:00 AM -See p. 4

P |L A C HT AS Dec 12 FILM: Sacred Land, Sacred Water: Confluences in the

Rio Grande Valley, 7:00 PM -See p. 9

Dec 14  Artists’ Public Reception: Passages, 5 - 7:00 PM -See
p.8

LIBRARY W Con 3 w0y s

Dec 20 Board of Directors Meeting, 6:00 PM -See p. 3

NEWS

LIBRARY CLOSURES & SPECIAL HOURS

December 23, 24,25 CLOSED
December 26, 27 OPEN 1:30 - 5:00

December 29 OPEN 10:00 - 1:30
December 30, 31 CLOSED
HOURS January 1, 2019 CLOSED

Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Saturday
Sunday

To go to our website, click: % 4 6 /
www.placitaslibrary.com W.

H
Adult P i appy
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Children’s Book News
Christine’s Corner
Kids” Column
Susanne’s Selections
and more!
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Christine's Corner

Christine Mathias, Library Director

%py Holidays from the Placitas Community Library!

We hope you’ll join us for our Holiday Open House on Saturday, December 8 (please
see pg. 4), celebrating Kwanzaa, Hanukkah, and Christmas. The Open House is jam-packed
with fun activities, including crafts, games, stories, and of course photos with Santa. We
will also explore New Mexican holiday traditions and have refreshments. Although this is
technically a children’s program, | think the holidays bring out the kids in all of us.

The following Saturday, December 15, stop by the library to get your presents
wrapped for free! Our Placitas Elves Workshop: Wrapping Station will have wrapping pa-
per and talented wrappers on hand. Bring your presents any time from 1:00 - 4:00 PM.
Donations appreciated.

We also have plenty of holiday books, CDs, and movies to get you in the spirt. A Christ-
mas Carol by Charles Dickens is a go-to classic, or you could check out Skipping Christmas
by John Grisham for a fun and more modern read. If you're the crafty type, take a look
at Origami Holiday Decorations for Christmas, Hanukkah, and Kwanzaa, or Simply
Handmade: 365 Easy Gifts & Decorations You Can Make. We also have all the music
you need for your holiday parties, whether you’re in the mood for Enya, James Tay-
lor, Frank Sinatra, or classic carols. Stop by and explore! []

Holidays

The holiest of all holidays are those

Kept by ourselves in silence and apart;

Many thanks to The secret anniversaties of the heart,
Mmaster woodworker When the full river of feeling overflows;—
Wolfgang v. , The happy days anclouded to their close;
gang Vogt ¢ hapPY <2 out of darkness start

The sudden joys that :
As ﬂimsues ftOl’ll Zshes; swift desires that dart

Like swallows singing down

each wind that blow§!

White as the gleam of a recedmg sa¥1,
White as a cloud that floats a.nd fades in air,
White as the whitest lily on a stream,

These tender memoties are;— 2 Fairy Tale
Of some enchanted land we know not where,
But lovely as a landscape in a dream

— Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

who recently refurbished
our beautiful library sign
with new wooden
letters and numbers,

Also, a shout-out to mosai i
: Osaic artist
Laura Robbins, for her beautiful ’
part of our fabulous sign.
(Take a closer look!)
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“THERE ARE TWO WAYS OF SPREADING LIGHT: TO BE/ THE CANDLE OR THE MIRROR THAT REFLECTS IT.”
— Edith Wharton, from "Vesalius in Zante”


https://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/Candle
https://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/Mirror

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
MEETING

THURSDAY, DEC 20

6:00 PM

The public is welcome. Agendas are posted “What if we don’t change at all ...
on placitaslibrary.com and at the library. and something magical just happens?”

A Note from the Board:

We are pleased to announce that the Library General Obligation Bond was approved by voters, giving
$3.35 million to 17 libraries in Sandoval County. PCL will receive the requested amount of $124.000. This
will allow us to purchase library books and resources, including online databases and computer equip-
ment. As we mentioned in our article last month, we are not funded like municipal libraries and must
fundraise for most of our operating costs. The passage of this bond will ensure that our stacks are
stocked with new books for children and adults, including books for our many book clubs.

Thanks again to our volunteers for helping with the transition to our new library director. We are
fortunate to have Christine on board and are looking forward to an exciting 2019.

Happy holidays to all and we hope you have a wonderful new year!E]

- PCL Board of Directors

Man reading should be man
intensely alive. The book should
be a ball of light in one s hand.

— Martin Luther King Jr. ,
A Testament of Hope: The Essential Writings and Speeches — Ezra Pound, Guide to Kulchur

“Darkness cannot drive out darkness: only light can do that.
HHate cannot drive out hate: only love can do that.”

X FOR pg TAILS.
ttp://placitaslibr
OW-you-can

-help/
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“lgve is not consolation. °t'is light. — Simone Weil


https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwimhvq_0sPeAhUB8IMKHSl3AI0QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.co.uk%2Fpin%2F336292297159734399%2F&psig=AOvVaw2KTlAXQKbBLSEb4MoYXiCz&ust=1541726888958784
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwimhvq_0sPeAhUB8IMKHSl3AI0QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.co.uk%2Fpin%2F336292297159734399%2F&psig=AOvVaw2KTlAXQKbBLSEb4MoYXiCz&ust=1541726888958784
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__placitaslibrary.com_how-2Dyou-2Dcan-2Dhelp_&d=DwMFaQ&c=clK7kQUTWtAVEOVIgvi0NU5BOUHhpN0H8p7CSfnc_gI&r=6cWhm0KaN9WRiEvvQZPQdsPqqxAhE9UYibflxTGwLlQ&m=WSwz-LYrwvrYbPwmB3LVgpPNRKzMHvbXk7Punuwj89Q&s=z5pz8tjiePmjB2
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__placitaslibrary.com_how-2Dyou-2Dcan-2Dhelp_&d=DwMFaQ&c=clK7kQUTWtAVEOVIgvi0NU5BOUHhpN0H8p7CSfnc_gI&r=6cWhm0KaN9WRiEvvQZPQdsPqqxAhE9UYibflxTGwLlQ&m=WSwz-LYrwvrYbPwmB3LVgpPNRKzMHvbXk7Punuwj89Q&s=z5pz8tjiePmjB2
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/52037
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Saturday, January 26, 2019 at 10 AM
“Songs of Peace," with Sagit Zilberman.
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"When the light turns green, you go. When the light turns red, you stop.
But what do you do when the light turns blue and orange with lavender spots 7' — Shel Silverstein, A Light in the Attic


https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/142009

CHILDREN'S BOOK NEWS

by Nancy Guist, Children's Collection Coordinator

One of the most loved aspects of holiday times is the traditional food that is intertwined in these celebrations.
The books below might just evoke those wonderful fragrances which are a part of our winter festivities.

The Borrowed Hanukkah Latkes

Written by Linda Glaser
lllustrated by Nancy Cote Suggested ages: 4 - 8

Rachel feels like she is in heaven as she samples her mother’s delicious pota-
to latkes in preparation for their large family gathering on the last night of
Hanukkah. Then comes a last minute phone call from Aunt Tilly which means
eight more people and so the need for more latkes. But soon Rachel’s mother
discovers there are not enough potatoes and then insufficient eggs. Rachel
runs over to their neighbor, Mrs. Greenburg, in hopes to borrow these items
and also invite her to their celebration. As in times past, their elderly neigh-
bor declines to come but generously shares the requested items with a smile.
As Rachel’s mother declares, Mrs. Greenburg has a “heart of gold,” but is “as stubborn as an ox.” Soon, Rachel’s
small home is filled with family, but now without enough chairs. Being a bit stubborn herself, Rachel comes up
with a creative solution.
This is a heartwarming tale that reflects generosity, as well as sensitivity and care for others. An added bonus
is a recipe for potato latkes so all readers can have a taste!

Jasmine Toguchi, Mochi Queen

Written by Debbi Michiko Florence
Pictures by Elizabet Vukovié Suggested ages: 6 - 8

Spunky eight-year-old Jasmine has a goal: she wants to participate in the annual
making of mochi, a Japanese rice dessert, which her extended family gathers to
make as part of their New Year’s celebration. The problem is that she is too young —
not until one turns ten is she permitted to be part of this tradition. Not only does
Jasmine want to help, she is determined that she be allowed to pound the rice — a
task reserved for the men of the family. Jealous that her older sister, Sophie, can
help this year and provoked by her unpleasant cousin, Eddie, Jasmine puts together
a plan. Children will empathize with her as she sets forth — sometimes with humor-
ous consequences — to achieve her dream.
Realistic family relations along with an appealing main character make this a perfect introduction to the Jas-
mine Toguchi chapter books series. For those who wish to try a simpler version of making mochi, a microwave
mochi recipe is included at the book’s end. Cont’d.
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"How Far that litHe candle throws his beams! So shines a good deed in a weary world.'

— William Shakespeare, The Merchant of Venice


https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/2682703

CHILDREN'S BOOK NEWS, contd.

Tia’s Tamales

Written by Ana Baca
Translated and Illustrated by Noél Chilton Suggested ages: 5 - 8

Tia’s Tamales is a family folktale embedded in the contemporary story of Luz and
her abuelita making tamales together. Luz’s grandmother arrives with a mysteri-
ous, colorful box which she sets aside as she declares that this snowy day is per-
fect for tamal making. But first she shares with her granddaughter the story of
Luz’s great-grandfather, Diego, when as a young boy he worked tirelessly to take
care of his ailing mother. When Diego’s tia unexpectedly arrives in a colorful,

feathery hat, he finds himself helping his aunt make tamales. He learns that the land about them offers many ed-
ible riches and that the few foods left in the pantry can be creatively used in this traditional food. And so togeth-
er aunt and nephew work at “making happiness,” as Diego learns how to “make something out of nothing.” Dur-
ing the retelling of this tale, Luz and her abuelita have made their own tamales. As they steam, Luz opens her
grandmother’s mysterious box which reveals an heirloom that ties the family legend to Luz’s here and now.

Children will have fun spotting an illustration of that colorful box along with a playful chick on each page. This
bilingual tale includes a brief history of tamales, as well as a traditional tamal recipe. |:]
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— Madeleine L'Engle
A Circle of Quiet

The only people for me are
the mad ones, the ones who
are mad to live, mad to
talk, mad to be saved,
desirous of everything at
the same time, the ones who
never yawn or say a common-
place thing, but burn,
burn, burn like fabulous
yellow roman candles
exploding like spiders
across the stars and in the
middle you see the blue
centerlight pop and
everyhody goes "Awww!"

Gal,susan.  — Jack Kerouac, On the Road

“The moment we cease to hold each other,
the moment we break faith with one another, The Warrior

the sea enqulfs us and the light goes out-” of the Light

. . is a believer.
— James Baldwin, Nothing Personal S ereve

Because he believes in

“yours is the light by which my spirit's born: il ?l(a:leZ’ e i(;t s %‘29 i
yours is the ddrkness of my soul's return - e PRt his thouoht
you dre my sun. my moon, ahd dll my stars.” sure s thoughts

. can change his lifer his

— e. e. cummings, from “dive for dreams” life begins to change.

Because he is certain

that he will find lover
love appears.

“Man must have light. He must live in the fierce full constant
glare of light, where all shadow will be defined and sharp and
unique and personal: the shadow of his own singular
rectitude or baseness. All human evils have to come out of

obscurity and darkness, where there is nothing to dog man — Paulo Coelho
constantly with the shape of his own deformity.” %"L'?rh(;f
— William Faulkner, The Mansion €Ha
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“Jook at how a single candle can both defy and define the darkness.” — Anne Frank

(attributed)


https://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/People
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/666442
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/1179777
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/1179777
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/3127503
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“Don’t tell me the moowm is shining; show me the glint of light on broken glass.
— Anton Chekhov, from The Unknown Chekhov by Avrahm Yarmolinsky
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PCL

ONE NIGHT ONLY!

By Victoria Bell

Sacred Land, Sacred Water:
Confluences in the Rio Grande
Valley is a 53-minute documentary
that features the story of science
and citizens working together to
resist the oil and gas lobby's ongo-
ing efforts to pass a fracking-
friendly ordinance in Sandoval
County, New Mexico - threatening
the sole drinking water aquifer for
the entire population of the great-
er Albuquerque area from Cochiti
Lake to Belen. Sacred Land, Sacred
Water will be shown at the Placi-
tas Community Library’s Collin
“Theatre” on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 12 at 7:00 PM.

Inspired by the geologist and
best-selling author, Donald T. Phil-
lips, this documentary includes
interviews of concerned citizens,
clips of public testimony, and a
highly illustrated presentation of
the subsurface geology of the Rio
Grande Rift, as well as of the tech-
niques of horizontal drilling and
hydraulic fracking. Animated se-
guences demonstrate the dangers
fracking poses to the one, continu-

ous aquifer underlying the entire
Albuquerque Basin which provides
85% of the drinking water to its
nearly one million residents.

Illuminated throughout the film
are the confluences unique to the
Rio Grande Valley. In addition to
emphasizing the confluence of our
water with the unique subsurface
geological formations, the film
highlights our region's enduring
cultures - our Native American,
Spanish, and European traditions -

SACRED LAND, SACRED WATER

each contributing distinct influ-
ences in faith and spirit, architec-
ture and the arts, song and dance,
science and technology, and more
to the beating heart of our Valley.
Integral to the conflux of water,
geology and cultures, our thriving
local food movement is featured
actively supporting the healthy
confluence of the Earth and all liv-
ing beings within the Rio Grande
ecosystem.

Special Guest: Lewis Jacobs, one
of the producers, will be joining us
for a post-film discussion.

THE FILMMAKERS, led by Lewis
Jacobs and Craig Barth, are a small
team of six concerned residents of
the Rio Grande Valley who pro-
duced this film specifically to coun-
ter the impending threat to our
drinking water in order to inform
and educate all policy makers and
residents about the unique subsur-
face geology that makes fracking
here, in the active Rio Grande Rift,
a serious peril.[ ]
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POINTING TO ANOTHER WORLD WILL NIEVER STOP VICE AMONG US
SHEDDING LIGHT OVER THIS WORLD CAN ALONE HELP US.* — Walt Whitman




Susanne's Selections

Reading Recommendations by Susanne Dominguez

My Travel Adventures:
Reliving the Joys of Travel Through My Journals

By Wendy Ingram

World traveler, globe trekker, and Placitas resident Wendy Ingram has com-
pleted a remarkable compilation of her diverse travels dating from 1991 to 2017.
An avid hiker and nature lover, Wendy has walked part of the famed Camino de San-

tiago, aka the Way of St. James. Commonly referred to as “the Camino,” this has been a

renowned pilgrimage route to Santiago de Compostela, Spain since the 9th Century.

Wendy has also trekked in Nepal twice, as well as hiked Peru’s Inca trail to Machu Pic-

chu. Other travels include an adventure to Patagonia and to Brazil and Argentina’s

shared Iguazu Falls, which are waterfalls of the Iguazu River and comprise the largest
waterfall system in the world. Other stamps in Wendy’s passport include journeys to Iceland, New Zealand, and
Tanzania. These are only some of her notable destinations.

A very personal memoair, it has a conversational sense. Reading it, | felt | was having a relaxed chat with Wen-
dy over a cup of tea or coffee. Her descriptions are honest and often humorous. After finishing her journal, | was
ready to embark on a journey myself. A rewarding read, not only does it transport you to other lands, it's sure
to motivate readers to travel either vicariously or in person and to journal about their travels!

Brief Answers to the Big Questions

By Stephen Hawking

In his magnificent final book, cosmologist and theoretical physicist Stephen Hawking
attempts to answer some of the more popular and pressing questions he was often
asked. Witty, passionate and creative, his explanations and answers are easy to com-
prehend. Each chapter explores a different question, such as: "Is time travel possible?"
and "Will artificial intelligence outsmart us?"

Concerned that youth today not only lack interest in science, but that science and
scientists are held in low esteem, he encouraged the development of a crewed space
program, believing it would ignite interest and enthusiasm for science and space, in
much the same way as it did with the space program under President Kennedy. The

"space race helped to create a fascination with space and accelerated our technological progress.” He also
stresses the importance for young people to understand science and technology and warns that "a world where
only the tiny super-elite are the ones capable of understanding advanced science and technology and its appli-
cations would be, to my mind, a dangerous and limited one... Our future is a race between the growing power of
our technology and the wisdom with which we use it. Let's make sure that wisdom wins."

Hawking was a humble, dedicated genius who was above all, curious. He defied all odds by living until age 76
after being diagnosed with ALS (amyotrophic lateral sclerosis) at age 21 and advised he had only five years to
live. In his daughter Lucy's afterword, she states, "At the age of seventy-five, completely paralyzed and able to
move only a few facial muscles, he still got up every day, put on a suit and went to work. He had stuff to do and
was not going to let a few trivialities get in his way." Cont’d.
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An age is called ‘dark’ not because the light fails to shine. but because people refuse to see it.

— James A. Michener, Space


https://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/James_A._Michener
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Space_(novel)
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