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Sandoval County revives effort to
resolve Placitas horse conflicts
~SIGNPOST STAFF
Four years and little progress later, New Mexico First is again
trying to bring together the people, agencies, and governments
who deal with the free-roaming horses of Placitas.
"Horses are a part of the fabric of Placitas," Placitas-area Commissioner James Holden-Rhodes said during the October 4 Sandoval County Commission meeting while adding, "The horses in
Placitas are a public safety issue… We need to find a solution,
and I think there's a common ground for us to reach out to."
In pressing for solutions, Holden-Rhodes helped arrange for
the county to re-engage with New Mexico First.
The county first contracted with the nonpartisan public-policy
organization in 2013 to lead a task force of residents and governmental and tribal representatives. At the time the horse population had spiked to by some estimates more than one hundred
animals, increasing conflicts between horses and vehicles, horses
and landowners, and among residents.
Earlier this year, an adult horse and a foal died in separate hitand-run collisions on Camino de las Huertas near the Placitas
Community and Senior Center.
The task force report released in 2014 listed 21 suggested
actions for possible follow up. Those ranged from creating a
sanctuary and counting the horse population, neither of which
has happened, to increasing highway signage, which happened
recently through Holden-Rhodes' efforts.
An area of agreement was not letting the horses be sold for
slaughter.
One popular idea, a survey of Placitas community attitudes, is
now in play after wrapping up in mid-October. Results of the
two-week online survey currently are being analyzed.
The survey raised four questions: Should a multiagency board
be formed to deal with horse issues? Are you willing to pay for
such a board? If not such a board, what do you want? Where do
you live?
The next step would be up to the county.
Support was also strong for using the dart-administered contraceptive PZP administered to reduce the natural growth of the
wandering herds. Legal barriers previously encountered may
now be loosening.
"The county has been working with the Bureau of Land Management and the New Mexico State Veterinarian on a joint-powers agreement on fertility control," Anne Ryan, the county's
community services director, said during an October 4 presentation to the County Commission. "It's been slow but steady as
we work through the legal matters… We recognize fertility
control will not solve all the problems, but it's a step in the right
direction.
—continued on page 6
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Outside the October 18 Sandoval County Commission meeting, Julia Bernal of Sandia Pueblo,
co-director of the Pueblo Action Alliance, leads protestors chanting
"You can't drink oil. Leave it in the soil."

Commission aims at passage of oil, gas
zoning ordinance
~BILL DIVEN
A zoning ordinance regulating oil and gas
drilling and production in Sandoval
County is on the calendar for approval this
month.
However, the final form of the document
remains uncertain. On October 18, Sandoval County commissioners took their
first stab at melding competing proposals
into a single draft before adjourning for
another day.
"We're here to cuss and discuss," Commissioner Jay Block said as the meeting
moved into its fourth hour. "Two ordinances were submitted. It's time to move
on."
Commissioner James Holden-Rhodes
suggested, and Chairman David Heil
agreed, the commission could hold a separate work session to focus on crafting the
final document. Commissioner Don Chapman proffered each commissioner submitting his own tweaks, comments or full
drafts.
"I can just imagine if each one of us presents an ordinance next time," Heil said. "It's
going to be a donnybrook as to how we
figure out which one of those you're going
to accept."
(Merriam-Webster Dictionary -- donnybrook: free-for-all brawl)
By Signpost deadline, a work session had
not been scheduled, although three regular
meetings are planned during November.
Commissioners were to meet on November
1 to finalize and publish an ordinance for a
final vote on November 29 with a November 8 meeting intended to take care of other
business.
Meeting agendas and documents including the draft ordinances under considera-

tion are posted on the county website SandovalCountyNM.com.
The County Commission, as it did in
2017, tasked the Planning and Zoning
(P&Z) Commission with drafting and recommending an oil and gas zoning ordinance. And, as happened a year ago, the
P&Z Commission punted two distinctly
different draft ordinances to the County
Commission, both of which were rejected
last time.
"What we face tonight is of our own
doing," Chapman said.
Complicating the process this time is that
a third ordinance also remains in play. That
reflects a split within the Citizens Working
Group (CWG), appointed by the County
Commission to craft an ordinance protecting water, public health, and cultural
resources while still allowing oil and gas
production.
Two working groups with the CWG
came up with competing proposals, one
recommended by the P&Z Commission,
the other not.
Regardless, majors issues remain unresolved. Those include how to engage tribes
and pueblos in meaningful consultations in
dealing with drilling applications, how or
whether to divide the county into districts
with separate zoning rules, and whether to
ban fracking outright in and near the Rio
Grande Valley or make case-by-case decisions on well applications.
Or they could adopt a simplified draft
that largely defers air, water, inspection,
Native American, and enforcement concerns to state and federal laws and regulators.
—continued on page 5
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DESPITE WHAT THE OIL AND GAS INDUSTRY
IS TELLING YOU ON THEIR ROSY TV COMMERCIALS.....
IT IS VERY IMPORTANT TO KNOW WHAT THEY ARE
NOT TELLING YOU .....
THE FACTS:

Plainly, the oil and gas industry have
their sights set on two things in the
Albuquerque Basin.....oil and gas,
and, equally important, vast amounts
of our water. We, in our drought-prone
area can, in no way, afford either the
water or the risk of its contamination.

1. Well head and frac tree with
‘Goat Head’
2. Flow line (for flowback &
testing
3. Sand separator for flowback
4. Flowback tanks
5. Line heaters
6. Flare stack
7. Pump trucks
8. Sand hogs
9. Sand trucks
10. Acid trucks
11. Frac additive trucks
12. Blender
13. Frac control and monitoring
center
14. Fresh water impoundment
15. Fresh water supply pipeline
16. Extra tanks
17. Line heaters
18. Separator-meter skid
19. Production manifold

Above: Horizontal Hydraulic Fracturing
well pad as operated with numbered
descriptions of components on right.

Current Horizontal
Hydraulic Fracturing Practice

In each illustration,
note faulted, irregular
collapsed substructure

Rio Grande Rift
between Albuquerque and Taos

We in the Albuquerque Basin (which includes several counties and our Middle Rio Grande
River Valley) have a unique circumstance because this Basin is part of the Rio Grande Rift.
It is a collapsed geology and contains our GREATEST AND ONLY REAL WATER SUPPLY.
This geology has multitudes of irregular faults, fissures, and porous layers through which
toxic chemicals, gas/oil from hydraulically fractured areas below can readily rise
to find their way to our water table. See illustration above.

Take a good photo of this info for later.
Zoom in, read, and share with others.
Thanks!
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They have not been “fracking for over
50 years” in the way they are today. Not by
a long shot! HORIZONTAL HYDRAULIC
FRACTURING for oil and gas as practiced
now is a radically more extensive, high
pressure, water and chemical intensive
process that has little in common with older
methods and has only come into any real
commercial use in the last 10 years. See
illustration. Here is the reality today.
After building a well pad that can
accommodate eight or more individual
oil/gas wells, containment pits and ponds are
dug for spent drilling and fracking fluids.
Vertical wellbores are then made up to a mile
or more deep, at which time a horizontal bore
is made up to a mile or more into a shale
layer. Fracturing the shale is done through
ports at intervals in the piping to release
gas/oil by using explosives and the injecting
water and a very toxic variety of fluids at
extremely high pressures of up to 10,000
pounds per square inch (psi), along with sand
and ceramic “proppants” to keep the
fractures open. THIS PROCESS
REQUIRES 3 TO 7 MILLION GALLONS
OF WATER FOR EACH WELL AND
FRACKING EPISODE (UP TO TEN OR
MORE). This water and fluid comes back
out of the well as “flowback” waste water
containing brine, hydrocarbons, radioactive
substances, and toxic chemicals which must
be stored and dealt with as hazardous waste.
Be very aware of just some of the other
things that come with a fracturing operation.
Including: The transporting of hundreds of
thousands of tons of equipment, sand, water,
chemicals, and other supplies to and from the
well site with eighteen-wheel diesel trucks.
This involves thousands of round trips on
local roads per well, ringing the well with
12 to 18 high pressure diesel pumps on
flatbed trucks; all of this often goes on 24/7
with accompanying noise, dust, lights, etc.
As to the issue of “groundwater
contamination”:
POPULATIONS THROUGHOUT
THIS COUNTRY HAVE FOUND,
AND EXPERTS HAVE PROVEN,
THAT HORIZONTAL HYDRAULIC
FRACTURING CAN AND DOES
CONTAMINATE GROUND WATER.

from page 1-–––
Ordinance

UP
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In play by the names assigned for
convenience are:
Baseline Ordinance—Reflects the county P&Z staff position that zoning
governs surface land use while state and federal laws preempts local regulation of drilling and environmental issues. This would give the county P&Z
director the power to approve drilling permits administratively except in
existing community and overlay zones where the P&Z Commission would
decide after a public hearing.
CWG Science Team—Approved by the P&Z Commission, this divides the
county into three zones allowing administrative approval of drilling in the
northwest where the oil and gas industry already is established. Public hearings would be required in the central transitional zone and in the southeastern zone. Horizontal drilling and fracking would be prohibited in the
southeast where the county's major population centers rely on the Rio
Grande Basin for their water.
CWG Ordinance Team—Treats the county as a whole with the P&Z Commission holding public hearings and making decisions based on issues with
individual sites. Requires applicant to demonstrate surface and ground
water and tribal water interests won't be harmed. Wells would not be
allowed in flood plains.
While the CWG teams are at odds in some areas, they agree on the county
having the legal power to regulate more than traditional zoning surface
issues. The Science Team quoted state statutes on extensive zoning powers
granted counties, both cited the ruling by U.S District Judge James Browning
that threw out Mora County total ban on fracking.
Browning found the state law governing oil and gas production was
aimed at conserving the resource, hence the state Oil Conservation Division
as the prime regulator, they said. Since that law is silent on environmental
issues, the counties can freely regulate in those areas including groundwater
protection.
"The Citizens Working Group Ordinance Team is just providing a further
way to protect water without banning in case there was a legal concern of
the commission by having banning be the major way of protecting the
groundwater," said team member Phoebe Suina, an environmental engineer
and member of Cochiti and San Felipe pueblos.
Commission James Holden-Rhodes chastised the P&Z Department for
favoring the oil and gas industry and clinging to the notion that zoning regulations are limited to surface activities.
"They refuse to admit that subsurface are the things that a county can look
at," he said. "The Baseline Ordinance is useless. Lets move on. Lets go to the
Science Ordinance."
Details among the three proposals also vary as to distances wells are set
back from homes and schools, groundwater monitoring, water usage, noise
and light controls, waste disposal, road and emergency plans, insurance
amounts, proof of corporate financial viability, and tribal consultation.
Nearly two hours of the October 18 meeting involved comments from governors, lieutenant governors, and other tribal leaders representing the
county's pueblos and Navajo chapters. While they praised Heil for making
meetings with tribal governments a priority since he became chairman on
January 1, more work is needed to establish relations with the sovereign
governments, speakers said.
They also found the draft ordinances leave questions about dealing with
road rights-of-way, identifying and protecting cultural sites outside tribal
boundaries, and what to do if human remains are found. Tribal leaders
might come up with needed language but not under the tight deadlines set
by the commission, said Acoma Pueblo Gov. Kurt Riley, who also serves as
chairman of the 10 Southern Pueblos Council.
"A one-time conversation between two governments does not constitute
consultation," Riley said. "It's also an ongoing conversation… That’s what
the pueblo leadership has been used to at the federal and the state level."
Representatives of New Mexico Tech, the county's technical consultant in
drafting an ordinance, added to their initial report on oil and gas potential
and risks to surface and groundwater. They said they used new modeling to
identify potential drilling areas after being unable to access proprietary seismic data held by Thrust Energy of Roswell, which leases 55,000 acres west of
Rio Rancho for exploration and development.
Among their findings, they raised the risk level west of Rio Rancho citing
the city's permitted but undrilled water wells needed for future development. Risks in the Rio Grande Basin remain high given the fractured geology
that could allow fracking chemicals and released methane to find ways into
the aquifer.
"I want to emphasized that there are concerns regarding ground water
contamination with the unconventional drilling operations," hydrogeologist
Alex Rinehart, Ph.D., said using the industry term for horizontal drilling and
fracking. "It is vital to go out and monitor your water quality before oil and
gas operations begin."
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As your Sheriff, I will always be available and willing to listen, and
more importantly, I vow to be a Sheriff that is PROACTIVE and is
known to the citizens of Sandoval County.
I will remain committed to ensuring that ACTIVE PARTNERING with
employees, residents, and businesses is a higher priority.
I will ensure that PRIDE AND MORALE IS RESTORED to the
Sandoval County Sheriff’s Office, ensuring that all personnel are
adequately challenged, continually trained, and held fully accountable. I
will ensure that deputies have the basic necessities they currently lack; I
also intend to reduce the high deputy turnover rate.
I will ALWAYS LEAD BY EXAMPLE, embracing and instilling true
leadership values, ethics, and principles for all employees to emulate.
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18 Years law enforcement experience
Life-long resident of Sandoval County
State Police Academy Graduate
College Graduate

from page 1-–––Horses
On November 9, at 3:00 p.m., the
county will host two PZP experts in
what is being billed as a public-education session. Seating in the County
Commission chambers is limited, so
the county is requiring registration
through a homepage link on the
county website www.SandovalCountyNM.gov.
The 2014 New Mexico First report
can be found through the same link.
Jessica Johnson of Animal Protection New Mexico said her organization focuses on systemic changes
where governments and organizations can step up to protect animals.
She cited APNM's role in creating an
equine protection fund with the New
Mexico Community Foundation and
helping 11 registered horse shelters
establish a rescue fund administered
by the New Mexico Livestock Board
and supported by a check-off on
state tax returns.
"We have long supported and
called for a better humane and sustainable ways to manage and protect
the free-roaming horses in Placitas,"
Johnson said. "Clearly the status quo
is not working, but there are areas of
common ground."
Examples of common ground,
Johnson noted, were highlighted by
speakers at the commission meeting
supporting fertility control and discussing a role for roaming horses in
ecotourism.

State lists US 550 widening through Bernalillo
as ready for bidding
—SIGNPOST STAFF
With its widened U.S.
Highway 550 Rio
Grande bridge now carrying traffic, the New
Mexico Department of
Transportation is ready
for Phase 2: adding more
than two miles of new
lanes through Bernalillo
to Rio Rancho.
First NMDOT needs
someone to build the sixlane project. The process
of picking a prime contractor is scheduled to
begin on November 16
with the monthly release
of projects ready for bidding, according to the
NMDOT website.
Highway contractors
typically have a month
or more to submit bids,
which are then opened
together in a public setting. The winner, usually
the low bidder, receives a
notice to begin work soon
thereafter suggesting construction could begin
early in 2019.
The timeline in this
case, however, is somewhat uncertain. At last
report NMDOT had yet to

—BILL DIVEN
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In preparation for the widening of U.S. Highway 550 from eastern Bernalillo to Rio Rancho,
New Mexico Gas Company welders and other crew are laying a new 20-inch pipeline
to replace the existing line in the way of the project.
acquire all the right-of-way needed to add
traffic lanes, bike lanes and sidewalks.
The work is expected to cost more than
$20 million overall and covers 2.4 miles
from Camino del Pueblo, Bernalillo's main
street, to State Road 528, the primary
north-south route into Rio Rancho. A
major reconfiguration of the US 550/NM
528 intersection is planned.
Rebuilding the Interstate 25 North

Bernalillo interchange completed in 2014
included widening US 550 to six lanes
from the freeway to Camino del Pueblo.
Currently the four-lane road, a crosscountry route into Colorado and the sole
connector between northern Rio Rancho
and I-25, carries upwards of 40,000 vehicles a day creating significant backups
during peak travel times.
The $13 million bridge project expanded
—continued next page
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from page 6-–––US 550
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the four-lane bridge to the north and installed a
third westbound lane as far as the existing
three-lane segment near Santa Ana Star Casino.
Meanwhile, the town of Bernalillo was on the
hook for $1.5 million to relocate water and
~CONTINUED
sewer lines on each side of US 550 throughout
the project. The town received $500,000 in
capital-improvement funds from the Legislature reducing the town portion to
$1 million, which it has already paid the state.
Still pending is the town's request to Sandoval County to chip in $330,000
toward the utility work. The town previously paid more than $300,000 for utility
relocations as part of the bridge widening.
New Mexico Gas Company is also caught up in the project and has been
installing a new 14-inch pipeline south of US 550 to replace a similar line in the
way of the upcoming construction.

Highs and lows of 2018 political
campaigns come down to Election Day

EARLY VOTINGBEGINS-OCT. 20 • ELECTION DAY-NOV. 6

BUILDING OUR

Future.

• EDUCATION – Invest In Our Childrens’ Future
• ENVIRONMENT – Protect Our Water - No Fracking
• ENERGY – Renewable Energy Creating Jobs
• HEATHCARE – Provide Affordable Healthcare
/BentonHowellForDistrict44/
BentonHowell.com

—BILL DIVEN
As the Signpost goes to press, the countdown to the midterm election is measured
in days.
Still, by many accounts, it can't get here soon enough.
Yet, there is still a last opportunity to vote early before Election Day arrives on
November 6. Eleven early voting locations around the county are open from 10:00
a.m. to 7:00 p.m. through November 3.
Those include Las Placitas Presbyterian Church in Placitas and the county Voting Machine Warehouse at 800 S. Hill Road in Bernalillo. Early voting at the Sandoval County Administrative Building ends on November 2 at 5:00 p.m.
Those locations also will serve as voting convenience centers on November 6
where any registered Sandoval County voter can vote regardless of whether they
are in their home precinct. Other convenience centers include Bernalillo High

Benton

HOWELL
DEMOCRAT

•

DISTRICT 44

NEW MEXICO HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Paid for by the Committee to Elect Benton Howell. Pamela Young - treasurer

—continued next page

Strong Economy • Better Schools • Safe Communities
PAID FOR BY VELASQUEZ CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE. AARON VELASQUEZ, TREASURER. PRINTED BY DON MICKEY DESIGNS.

505-238-2327

STRONG ECONOMY
• Diversify our economy and
drive job creation
• Expand broadband internet
across the state
• Streamline tax systems to make
it easier to do business
BETTER SCHOOLS
• Increase teacher salaries and
overhaul teacher evaluation systems
• Prioritze early childhood education
• Reduce excessive testing and
administrative costs
SAFE COMMUNITIES
• Give police, ﬁreﬁghters and
ﬁrst responders the resources
they need to keep us safe
• Protect our wells and preserve
New Mexico's water supply
• Build a better quality of life for seniors,
veterans, and working families

I am running for the New Mexico House of Representatives
for the same reason I became a teacher: to help people.
I am proud to come from a family of business owners
and educators that has been dedicated to service for as
long as I can remember. New Mexico needs to prioritize
education, build our economy, and focus on our
for us all.
communities. I'm asking for your support so that we
can help build a better New Mexico for us all.
PAID FOR BY VELASQUEZ CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE. AARON VELASQUEZ, TREASURER.
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Linda P. Gallegos

~CONTINUED

COUNTY ASSESSOR

from page 7
-–––Election
School and Middle School and the
Placitas Community Library.
Election Day polls are open 7:00
a.m. to 7:00 p.m. with anyone in line
at 7:00 p.m. allowed to vote.
In addition to filling three U.S.
House seats and a U.S. Senate seat,
New Mexico voters will be electing a
new governor and other top state
officials, deciding on local candidates
and bond and tax questions and voting on two constitutional amendments.
Sample ballots, polling locations
and information on bond and tax
questions can be found via a homepage link on the county website
www.SandovalCountyNM.gov. The
League of Women Voters of Central
New Mexico (www.LWVCNM.org)
has published an election guide containing candidate profiles and proand-con arguments for ballot
questions.
The Sandoval County ballot contains four financial questions. Three
would authorize bond issues totaling
more than $13 million to support

libraries and for public safety projects
and telecommunications equipment.
Because previous bond issues are
being paid off, property taxes would
not rise if the bond issues pass. Conversely taxes would tick downward if
they don't.
The fourth question would create a
new property tax to support Sandoval Regional Medical Center in
northwestern Rio Rancho. The money
would expand behavioral health
services and establish a Level 3
regional trauma center with 24-hour
staffing.
The tax rate is set at 1.9 mills. That
means a property with an assessed
value of $300,000 with its taxable
value set at $100,000 would pay an
additional $190 a year during the
eight-year life of the tax.
In 2016 voters rejected continuing a
tax of more than twice that rate
passed eight years earlier to establish
two hospitals in Rio Rancho.

30 Years—Real Estate, Title, Banking, Management & Investment Experience
I COMMIT to be a full-time Assessor and
treat our Taxpayers and Employees with
RESPECT and FAIRNESS.

I humbly ask for your vote.

Linda

Paid for by Linda for Sandoval County

PUBLIC SAFETY

Sheriff’s office reminds shooters
of prohibited areas
~SIGNPOST STAFF
Citing an increase in the unlawful discharge of firearms, the Sandoval County
Sheriff's Office has launched an educational campaign on off-limits areas.
The campaign is using social media as well as local news media, according
to an SCSO news release.
In addition SCSO is reminding operators of all-terrain vehicles about safe
operations following two recent fatalities.
Sandoval County has in place an ordinance prohibiting firearm use in two
specific areas. One is the open territory west of Rio Rancho from the city limits
to the Rio Puerco bordered on the north by U.S. Highway 550 and on the south
by the Sandoval-Bernalillo county line.
Firearm use also is banned in the Rio Grande bosque in and near Bernalillo

between Sandia Pueblo on the south and Santa Ana Pueblo on the north.
In the ATV incidents, one rider out alone in the Dunes area died of dehydration after being stranded by a mechanical breakdown. Another rider, out at
night and believed to have consumed alcohol, drove off a cliff and died at the
scene.
The New Mexico Department of Game and Fish offers classes on proper offroad use of recreational vehicles and ATVs. More information and registration
materials are on the agency website www.Wildlife.State.NM.US under Education/OHV Safety Training.
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Gunman holds up
trail hiker,
threatens friend

for future generations.
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A woman hiking on U.S Forest Service
land in Placitas was held up at gunpoint,
losing her daypack and cell phone but
surviving without physical injuries.
The Sandoval County Sheriff's Office
reported the robbery happened about
noon on October 2 along Forest Loop
Road East also know as Forest Road 445.
That's the unpaved road defining the
perimeter of the Bernalillo Watershed
Research Natural Area, popular with hikers and fat-tire bicyclist south of State
Road 165 near mile marker 3.
It's not clear from the SCSO incident
report if the holdup occurred within the
research area or on an adjacent forest
trail.
According to the report, the 53-yearold woman said she was walking along a
trail when she noticed a man dressed in
black with black panty hose on his head
crouched as if trying to hide. The man
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then jumped in front of the woman and demanded she
hand over her possessions.
"He pointed a handgun at (the victim) who froze in
fear," the investigating sheriff's deputy wrote in his
report. "When (the victim) did not give the male her
backpack, the male grabbed it from her in a forceful
manner."
The woman described him as Hispanic, about 25 years
old, stocky and with very short hair.
As the robber left, the woman contacted a male friend
from Albuquerque who was on the trail. He then ran to
the parking lot and confronted the gunman.

"Don't be a hero," the robber is quoted as saying while
he pointed his gun at the man. "You didn't see me."
The robber was last seen fleeing west on NM 165 in a
silver Toyota Solara with a New Mexico balloon license
plate. Deputies aided by Bernalillo police swarmed the
area but were unable to locate the vehicle.
The woman's daypack contained a water bottle and an
iPhone. Her cell-service provider tracked the phone to
Calle Industrial in south Bernalillo, although a search of
the area did not turn up the stolen goods, suspect, or
Toyota.

This ad is not endorsed by the USMC • Paid for by Candidate
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Estate Planning & Elder Law Firm
• Wills and Trusts
• Special Needs Trusts
• Probate and Trust Administration
• Asset Protection
• Powers of Attorney
• Health Care Documents
• Elder Law
• Guardianship and Conservatorship

Mrs. Pickel has a Master of Laws (LL.M.) in Estate Planning and Elder Law,
is the former chair of the Elder Law Section of the New Mexico Bar,
is the division chair of the Estate and Trust division of Real Property,
Estate and Trust Section of the New Mexico Bar, is a member of the
National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys, and was a prior board member
of the Greater Albuquerque Habitat for Humanity.

JOHANNA A. PICKEL, LLC
offering in-home visits and free initial
consultations. Business office locations
in both Placitas and Albuquerque

—BILL DIVEN

She served as an Assistant Judge Advocate General (JAG)
with the U. S. Air Force before settling in Placitas.

B U S I N E SS

(505) 798-2515
01 Ridge Court, Placitas, New Mexico 87043
4801 Lang Avenue, NE • Suite 110 • Albuquerque, New Mexico 87109
johanna@johannapickel.com • www.johannapickel.com

Riverside transformation begins
in Bernalillo
~SIGNPOST STAFF
no idea this was how it was going to
turn out."
Singh said he fell completely in love
with New Mexico after relocating
from India to New Mexico 35 years
ago and maintained his connections
after moving his business to California. That business, Classic Home Inc.,
uses sustainable practices to manufacture furniture and textiles in India,
according to its promotional materials.
Already in place in the renovated
and expanded main Jackalope building is the recently opened home of
Bosque Brewing Company.
"We went from a building that had
been sitting vacant for some time, getting close to becoming an eyesore, and
turned it into such a beautiful facility,"
Bernalillo Mayor Jack Torres said. "It's
well used and well received."
The project is adding value not just
to Bernalillo but to the entire region,
Torres added.
The conceptual plan for @Rio on the
west bank of the Rio Grande will
cover 14 acres on either side of U.S.
Highway 550 connected by a riverside
pedestrian walkway running under
the highway bridge. With Bosque as
the anchor tenant, the upriver section
of @Rio envisions four additional
structures, two of them two stories
—continued next page

—MODULUS ARCHITECTS

When the construction of a mixed
commercial-residential development
is done, Bernalillo will have something in common with San Antonio,
Texas: a river walk. Granted, the Texas
version is 15 miles long and
Bernalillo's will be just a quarter mile.
For now, though, the developers of
@Rio are thinking big about the property once known for its Jackalope
store.
Fans of the Bernalillo Jackalope
remember fondly the eclectic mix of
furniture and furnishings, much of it
imported from India. The Santa Febased company operated for about
forty years before falling into bankruptcy in 2015.
One force behind the @Rio project is
co-developer Harpal Singh, who had
been a long-time supplier to Jackalope
maintaining a close relationship with
its owner. Singh had previously
bought the Albuquerque store property and acquired the Santa Fe property along with the Jackalope
trademark in the bankruptcy auction.
Both stores continue in operation.
The purchase of the Bernalillo site was
a separate transaction with its owner.
"A few years ago when we bought it
we thought we could do something
with it," Singh said during the September 26 ground breaking. "We had

With the heavy lifting of the groundbreaking done, Phil Lindborg (left),
leasing agent and part of the @Rio development team, visits with Bernalillo
Mayor Jack Torres and Project Manager Rick Grauke of Snyder Construction.
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The @Rio development, shown in the two conceptual images above,
envisions a mix of residential, commercial and retail structures
on the west bank of the Rio Grande in Bernalillo.
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from page 10-–––Riverside
with river frontage.
A third two-story riverside building
and another structure are proposed south
of U.S. 550. Altogether, the developers
describe space for 22 new businesses, a
"lifestyle mix" to include restaurants,
retail, and recreation, plus residential.
The river walk will eventually be
deeded to the town of Bernalillo.
"We want everybody to be able to
come to the Rio Grande, enjoy it, enjoy
the views," said Zach Snyder, a partner
in the project and CEO of Albuquerquebased Snyder Construction, which handled the Jackalope makeover. "This
project is much bigger than we are, and
we felt it was our duty to do something
like this for economic development."

How the Placitas Community Library is funded
~PAM TROUTMAN, PCL VOLUNTEER
Most people think that a local library
receives its funding from the local
and/or county government. While
that is true for all the municipal
libraries in Sandoval County, it is not
true for the Placitas Community
Library (PCL).
The funding to operate the PCL
comes from you. All of the operating
expenses are paid from contributions,

revenue from fundraisers, donated
books, and other events such as art
shows.
Our book purchases come only
from money received from the
County and State bonds. That is why
it is important to vote for the Library
Bond Issue in this year’s election.
Without the bond money, we would
be unable to buy new books.

It is an exciting time for PCL with a new library Director, installation of
energy saving lights and solar (all done by the County with no cost to us), and
a proposed expansion. The PCL Board of Directors is constantly reviewing the
budget to see where expenses can be cut and how we can maximize revenues,
as well as looking for new revenue sources.
But, as always, we must raise enough funds to pay our new Director and to
pay for our utilities (including our high-speed Internet), as well as the remainder of our yearly expenses. We can only do this with your help and the help of
the Placitas community. We know that there are many organizations that need
funds, and we sincerely appreciate every dollar that is contributed to the PCL.
We hope that this information will help residents to understand how the
PCL is funded and to know that we greatly appreciate the support of the
Placitas community.
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Improve your bottom line with a solar array from Affordable Solar. Expert
installation and an ironclad warranty will make you wonder why you've been
wasting your daylight all these years.

thinkaffordablesolar.com
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—SANDOVAL COUNTY FIRE DEPARTMENT

Balloon
incidents
knock
out
power,
lead to
rescue
~SIGNPOST STAFF

SERVICES FOR ALL
YOUR WATER AND
CONSTRUCTION NEEDS

DEMOLITION • LOADER • PAD PREPARATION
GRADING • BACKHOE / BOBCAT SERVICE

Separate incidents
during the last
mass ascension of
the Albuquerque
International Balloon Fiesta left the
town of Bernalillo
without electricity
and the rescue of a
balloonist from a
The October 13 hard landing in the Rio Grande bosque
tree.
left the balloon envelope draped over a cottonwood tree.
Shortly after 9:00
a.m. on October 13 a
pilot attempting to land in or near Rotary Park clipped a power line but otherwise landed safely. PNM reported more than 1,300 local customers lost power for
an hour or so.
During the Balloon Fiesta, PNM has crews on standby ready to respond to such
incidents or when the envelops of landing balloon drape over power lines.
A short while later another pilot made a hard landing in the bosque on the west
side of the Rio Grande resulting in minor injuries. The balloon became entangled
in a cottonwood tree requiring the help of the Sandoval County Fire Department
to rescue a person from the basket.
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Placitas Chamber of Commerce hosts a Balloon Glow at Homestead Village
in Placitas, in addition to their annual Chili Cook-Off.

Placitas Chamber of
Commerce heats up,
helps children

A RO U N D
TO W N

~JENNISE PHILLIPS, PRESIDENT, PLACITAS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
The Placitas Chamber of Commerce Balloon Glow and Chili Cook-Off was a hit.
There were more than thirty dishes entered in the Chili Cook-Off with the winner being Randall Phillips with his Creamy Potato Leak Green Chile Soup and
Judy McCallister's Shrimp Queso came in a close second. The Chamber raised
over $200 for Placitas Elementary School. Lonnie Carreathers of Rio Rancho
brought his balloon, “Spectrum,” for the glow. The Placitas Chamber of Commerce looks forward to this as an annual event for the whole community to
enjoy.

Black Friday Special*
50% OFF Ray Ban, Coach, Michael Kors & Oakley frames
40% OFF all Sun Wear
STOP IN! • *Special: Nov. 23rd only!
Dr. Deidra Casaus,
Optometric Physician
160 Camino Del Pueblo,
BERNALILLO

505-771-3937
fax 505-771-1282

www.thevisionstorenewmexico.com
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We need your help for Blessings Day
~NANCY HAWKS

Camino Real Antiques
& Collectibles

Last year our community came together to help 114 families with over two hundred children by sharing our blessings during the Christmas season. To continue
this tradition, we will need the help of the community to share our blessings
with families in need in 2018.
Blessing Day is all about sharing our blessings. The St. Vincent de Paul Society
is providing a box of food and Jardineros members are providing turkeys for
families. We are asking for your assistance in providing an outfit or toy for each
child in these families.
We will put up an Angel Christmas Tree in the vestibule of Our Lady of Sorrows Church in Bernalillo on November 9. The tree will be filled with tags for
toys for each child. Those wishing to purchase an outfit for one or more of the
children may contact Nancy for a name of a child. All toys must be returned by
November 30 to Our Lady of Sorrows Church with the tags attached. Clothing
gifts are needed by December 2 at San Antonio Mission or our Lady of Sorrows.
We also need help wrapping the toys. If you can help us, we will be wrapping
on December 8 at the San Antonio Mission in Placitas from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00
p.m. The Mission is located on Paseo de San Antonio in Placitas.
Contact Nancy Hawks at nhawks09@gmail.com if you need additional information about taking a family, a child, or if you can help wrap the clothes and
toys.

Thankful for another year of treasure hunting, selling & buying!
We've got a " horn o' plenty" full of discounts. Choose your gourd &
reap the rewards! Up to 50% OFF on any ONE item.
SEE you Saturday, November 24 for
SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY.
Support your local Mom & Pop shops!
Happy Thanksgiving!

HOURS: Daily 10am to 5pm • 867-7448
1101 Camino del Pueblo / P. O. Box 1960, Bernalillo

The Health Security Act moves forward
toward affordable health care coverage
~FONDA KIRCHMEYER
Established in 1992, the Health Security for New Mexicans Campaign is a broad
and growing coalition of over 150 statewide and local organizations representing diverse interests. Our members and supporters include consumers, labor,
health professionals, farmers, ranchers, business owners, and human rights,
faith-based, and environmental organizations.
Our mission is to establish a system of guaranteed, comprehensive, and
affordable health care coverage for the entire population of New Mexico by
enabling New Mexico to set up its own
health care plan, structured like a cooperative, with freedom of choice of doctors and providers, and a
comprehensive benefit package.
The Health Security Act will be introduced during the 2019 Session of the
State Legislature. For more information,
go to www.nmhealthsecurity.org.

Town of Bernalillo
collects coats
for kids
The Town of Bernalillo has launched
its annual drive to collect new coats
for underprivileged youth. All sizes
are needed from infant to 2XL. Donations can be dropped off during business hours through November 30 at
Town Hall, 829 South Camino del
Pueblo.
Parents with a child in need of a
coat can contact Maria Santillan at
Town Hall or by calling 771-7113
during business hours.
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Important mosquito
species found
in Albuquerque

~MARK A. DIMENA, PHD, DEPUTY DIRECTOR, ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH DEPARTMENT
The City of Albuquerque Environmental Health Department
and the New Mexico Department of Health have determined
that a species of mosquito called
Aedes aegypti is now being collected in the Rio Grande bosque
area of Albuquerque. This is the
first time that this mosquito vector capable of transmitting Zika,
dengue, chikungunya, and other
diseases has been recovered in
Albuquerque or Bernalillo
County.
To date, Aedes aegypti mosquitoes have also been found in
Chaves, Curry, Doña Ana, Eddy,
Guadalupe, Hidalgo, Lea, Luna,
Otero, Quay, Roosevelt, Sierra,
Socorro, and Valencia counties.
“We have been monitoring
mosquito populations here for
decades and never collected
Aedes aegypti,” said Dr. Mark
DiMenna, Deputy Director at the
City’s Environmental Health
Department. “We are grateful to
have made this detection early
so we have the best possible
opportunity to track and prevent
illness.”

Aedes aegypti—the mosquito capable
of transmitting the Zika virus

Aedes aegypti, also known as the yellow
fever mosquito, is an important vector of
mosquito-borne disease worldwide. The
species originated in Africa but has been
carried around the world along trade
routes. In addition to most tropical countries, it has historically been found throughout areas of the southern and eastern
United States. Over the past several years, a
range expansion has been reported in New
Mexico as additional monitoring has found
populations of the mosquito established in
several counties where it had not previously been known to exist.
There has been no local transmission of

6100 UPTOWN BLVD., SUITE 610B, ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87110

—continued on page 17

OUR LARGEST
DOLLAR SAVINGS

1

BLACK FRIDAY WINDOW &
DOOR SAVINGS EVENT

OF THE YEAR
END ON BLACK FRIDAY

SAVE
$300 $800
PER WINDOW

PER PATIO DOOR

DON’T PAY
ANYTHING FOR TWO YEARS
WITH OUR FINANCING

2 YEARS
NO PAYMENTS
NO I N T E R E S T

*

OFFER ENDS NOVEMBER 23RD

Call for your FREE Window Diagnosis

Hurry! There are limited appointments available and
you must call by Black Friday–November 23rd–to take
advantage of our Largest Dollar Savings of the year!

505-835-1041 • RenewalbyAndersen.com

1

Based on 2016 homeowner brand survey. Andersen family of brands aggregated: Andersen, Renewal by Andersen, Silver Line and American Craftsman. *Valid on purchases made on November 1, 2018 or before November 23, 2018. Not valid with other offers. Valid on
initial consultation only, with minimum purchase of 3 or more windows or patio doors. 0% APR for 24 months available to well qualiﬁed buyers on approved credit only. Finance charges will be waived if promo balance is paid in full in 24 Months. Down payment may be
required, OAC. Dreamstyle Remodeling, Inc. Lic. 91738
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from page 15–––
Mosquito
Zika, dengue, or chikungunya virus in
New Mexico, so although the mosquitoes
can be found in several counties in the
state, the risk remains very low for New
Mexicans. According to the State Epidemiologist with the New Mexico
Department of Health, Dr. Mike Landen,
“the risk for these diseases is primarily to
persons traveling to an area in the world
where those diseases are actively transmitted.”
Current monitoring indicates that Aedes
aegypti is limited to areas near the bosque
in the central extent of the city. The City
of Albuquerque’s Urban Biology Division,
part of the Environmental Health Department, operates a mosquito control program in collaboration with Bernalillo
County. Staff from this program are evaluating options in an effort to stop or
delay the further establishment of this
new species; because monitoring has
detected the presence of this mosquito
early, the City will have the best possible
opportunity to track, and hopefully slow,
its establishment. In addition, knowing
that this species is present provides a sig-

$359,900

nificant benefit in protecting public
health if viruses that it transmits
turn up locally.
In addition, the Environmental
Health Department is asking the
community to take steps to reduce
mosquito breeding around their
homes and property. Aedes aegypti
breeds primarily in containers
found around human development

and housing. People can reduce
breeding and slow the establishment of this mosquito by dumping
out any containers that hold water
and scrubbing them out to remove
any mosquito eggs. Although the
mosquito season is nearly over,
mosquitoes may still be breeding,
and eggs can survive through the
winter.

For more information on mosquito control in Albuquerque and
Bernalillo County go online to
www.cabq.gov/environmentalhealth/urban-biology.
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WWW.SODECOWATER.COM

SMART

3411 Girard NE
NM Lic. #80039

•

AFFORDABLE

•

EXPERIENCED

In NEED? Call WEED. (505) 771-3544
General Practice Offering Civil and Criminal Legal Representation
FREE Consultation
weedlawfirmllc.com

PLEASE TURN OFF OR SHIELD YOUR OUTSIDE LIGHTS DOWNWARD

November Night Sky———
~CHARLIE CHRISTMANN

NOVEMBER 2018 NIGHT SKY CALENDAR

Night
S ky

It was August 20, 1977: Voyager 2 lifted off from
Cape Canaveral Launch Complex 41 sixteen days
before its twin Voyager 1 for a trip of a lifetime. A special alignment of the
solar system allowed the spacecraft to save fuel by using the gravity of the
planets they visited to change their speed and direction. Such a special planetary alignment only occurs every 175 years.
The path of each spacecraft was slightly different. Voyager 1 took a more
direct path that would allow the craft to only visit Jupiter and Saturn. One
special aspect of this trajectory allowed Voyager 1 to explore and photograph
Saturn’s moon Titan, considered to be important because of the hazy cloud
cover surrounding the moon. Had Voyager 1 not completed its mission to
Titan, Voyager 2, taking a slower path, could have been redirected to observe
Titan.
Voyage 2’s path, if not redirected to Titan, would allow the spacecraft to
continue on to Uranus and Neptune. Fortunately, Voyager 1 completed its task
and Voyager 2 could continue to the other two planets.
At Jupiter, the Voyagers took close-up images showing the swirling cloud
tops, studied the red spot, looked at the faint rings and measured the intense
magnetic fields, and associated extreme radiation around the planet. They also
took pictures of the moons, discovering that the moon Io was the most volcanically active body in our solar system. Io spews Sulphur from ever-changing volcanos on its surface. Voyager 1 passed Jupiter on March 5, 1997;
Voyager 2 visited on July 9, 1979.
At Saturn, the focus was on the moons and rings, with some attention to the
planet cloud tops. Looking at the cloud tops, near the Equator, the Voyagers
measured winds blowing at 1,100 mph. Intricate patterns were seen for the
first time in the rings—no better pictures were available until Cassini orbited
Saturn. While studying Titan, the thick haze prevented seeing the surface of
the moon, but the measurement of the atmosphere's composition, temperature, and pressure led to speculation that lakes of liquid hydrocarbons could
exist on the surface. These observations were
—continued on page 21

Key: r = rise, s = set, a = am, p = pm, Qtr = quarter, Mag = magnitude (negative values are brighter than positive values),
deg = degrees, N = north, E = east, S = south,W = west, Ill = Illumination. *next day, **previous day. Three middle fingers
together at arm’s length span 5 degrees; the width of your little finger at arm’s length is about 1 degree.
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(505) 828-1000
6767 Academy Rd NE
Albuquerque, NM 87109

SUSAN NELSON ANDERSON
(505) 350-323
35 | Susan@NMCasas.com | www.NMCasas.com

Groundwater in
the Placitas area
~PAM TROUTMAN, VOLUNTEER, PLACITAS COMMUNITY LIBRARY

E CO BEAT

On November 10, at 2:00 p.m., at the Placitas Library, we’ll be discussing
groundwater. Stacy Timmons, from the New Mexico Bureau of Geology and
Mineral Resources, will present results from work done by previous workers in
the area on geology and hydrology, and then discuss groundwater level measurements, how, and why we need to do it—especially in Placitas.
Because groundwater is usually out of sight, except where it flows from a
spring, it is often poorly understood and often left unchecked—until a well goes
dry. The Aquifer Mapping Program at the New Mexico Bureau of Geology and
Mineral Resources is currently working to broaden the coverage of groundwater
monitoring across New Mexico in an effort called the Collaborative Groundwater
Monitoring Network. By examining the trends in groundwater levels in wells,
which can be affected by numerous factors including pumping, long term
drought, groundwater recharge, or land use changes, we can get a sense of the
changes to the amount of stored groundwater.
Placitas was the focus of hydrologic research in the late 90s, but little monitoring of groundwater has taken place since. This is a call to action. We would like
to re-visit some of these wells to measure groundwater levels to see where it’s at
now, twenty years later.
The Collaborative Groundwater Monitoring Network is working to build a
small water level monitoring network in the Placitas area, and we need your
help. We will talk about sharing your well for science, by allowing Bureau of
Geology staff to inventory and periodically measure groundwater levels. We are
hoping that a few community members lead in organizing a local network of
wells, by collaborating and coordinating a one-day schedule with Bureau of
Geology staff.
Tracking our groundwater resources in New Mexico with sound data will help
us protect our groundwater future. Attend this presentation if you are interested
in learning more about the Collaborative Groundwater Monitoring Network, the
aquifers in Placitas, or simply how groundwater levels are measured. You can
also email us at nmbg-waterlevels@nmt.edu.

VERITAS ATHENA, LLC
Protecting your future
Protect yourself and your family from the
consequences of not preparing for the future.
Do you have a power of attorney
in place? What does a power of
attorney provide? When does a power
of attorney terminate?
Do you have a health care directive?
Why is it important?
Do you have a will? Is a will necessary?
What are the alternatives to probate?
Is there a family member who is incapacitated and needs help with
daily care and their finances? How can that family member be helped?
Have you done any estate planning of your assets?
How do you ensure financial protection of your assets?
Is your family disagreeing about how to care for an older relative?
Veritas Athena, LLC, is in the business of assisting you
to plan for life management and decisions.
We do in-home free consultations and visits to discuss all aspects of
life management. We assist you in considering all the alternatives
available and prepare the
documents needed to protect
your future and your family’s.
The Veritas Athena, LLC team
has combined experience of
over 50 years in finance, legal,
administration and court work.

Contact us today for a free consultation.
GREG IRELAND
505-385-1502

CRYSTAL ANSON
505-337-9151

www.veritas-athena.com

Watershed restoration project continues
~CAROLYN KENNEDY, DISTRICT MANAGER, CORONADO SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT
Coronado is pleased to announce that it has received a Water Quality and Conservation grant from the NM Soil and Water Conservation Commission to continue its work
on watershed restoration in the Placitas Open Space in Fiscal Year 2019. The grant will
fund four on-site workshops by Jim Brooks of Soilutions, who is a permaculture
expert.
The first hands-on workshop of 2018 took place on September 15. Jim assessed the
work done and techniques employed so far and suggested modifications and innovative new techniques and methods, including the use of mulch on the bare hillsides. A
small amount of mulch was spread by volunteers at the work session. This site, and
the surrounding drainages, are very challenging, due to the looseness of the soil, a tendency to dryness, combined with torrential storms, and a history of overgrazing for
centuries. Many of New Mexico’s lands are in similar shape. Finding practices that can
effectively improve these lands is necessary, as more places deteriorate into lifeless
deserts.
The next on-site workshop with Jim Brooks is scheduled for November 3, at 10:30
a.m., by which time we hope the access road will be repaired and more biomass
brought in. The final two workshops will take place in the Winter and Spring.
Coronado is requesting volunteers to do the actual work, and work sessions will be
scheduled on alternate Saturdays beginning in December. The workshops and work
sessions are generally scheduled for four hours (bring lunch), depending on the
weather. If you are interested in volunteering for this important project, contact Carolyn Kennedy, District Manager, at 867-2853 or email info@coronadoswcd.org. For
more information, go to www.coronadoswcd.org.

Jim Brooks demonstrates a technique using a McLeod.
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ENJOY THE STARRY NIGHT SKY.

later confirmed by the Cassini-Huygens mission.
Closest approach to Uranus occurred on January 24, 1986. The unusual
chemistry and weather of Uranus was examined. The unusual weather is
caused by this planet being tipped on its side with its poles pointing along
the planetary plane, not up and down. The spacecraft also found unknown
moons, later named Cordelia, Ophelia, Bianca, Cressida, Desdemona,
Juliet, Portia, Rosalind, Belinda, Perdita, and Puck.
August 25, 1989, Voyager 2 passed Neptune. Because this was the last
planet to be visited, flight controllers made the decision to direct the craft
so it would pass over the north pole of Neptune, then down behind the
planet toward the moon Triton. The spacecraft passed over Triton’s North
Pole and left on a trajectory down and out of the planetary plane. Voyager
2 discovered the "Great Dark Spot", thought to be a hole in the clouds.
Observations by the Hubble Space Telescope later showed the spot has disappeared.
Launched on January 19, 2006, again from Cape Canaveral Launch Complex 41, New Horizons took exceptional images of Pluto and its large
moon Charon. The data from that encounter will keep scientists busy for
years. Surprisingly, Pluto seems to be geologically active, including cryovolcanism, and has a thin atmosphere. Its surface is covered in water ice,
nitrogen ice and red-colored organics.
After passing Pluto on July 14, 2015, New Horizons set its sights on
Kuiper belt object 2014 MU69, discovered after the craft was launched,
along the outbound flight path. Closest approach to MU69 should occur on
January 1, 2019.
These three spacecraft, along with Pioneer 10, which flew by Jupiter in
1973, and Pioneer 11, that flew past Jupiter in 1974 and Saturn in 1979, are
leaving our solar system. Voyager 1 is the first to penetrate interstellar
space, leaving our solar system in August 2012. Voyager 2 is now nearing
the edge of the heliosphere. It is estimated to leave the solar system in late
2019 or early 2020.
Both Pioneer spacecraft are silent, but the Voyagers are expected to operate until at least 2025 before their nuclear-powered generators run out of
fuel.

Buying, Building or Selling
I’ve got you cove
ered!
New on Market! – 2 Senda
a Aliento
Exceptional Luxury in this Contemporary/Craftsm
man style home
situated on 3+ acres with 360 degree Views! Seeparate Casita
complete with Kitchen, full bath, bedroom, Living room,
stackable washer
& dryerr,, separate
entrance and
carport. Built in
2005 by an award
winning builder.
Custom cabinetry
& built ins throughout, a Kitchen any
Chef would love.
Sumptuous Master
Suite. Outdoor living is phenomenal with a pool & courtyard
with extended seating area includes an outdoorr Fireplace.
Oversized Storage and workshop in the 3 car gaarage.

$698,000
Call or text
ex me for your privvaate sho
howing!

Mindy Prokos
Dedicated and Accredited
Buyers’ Representative ABR®

Mobile: 505-400-6488
505 400 6488 www.rr elocate
e2NM.com
LA PUERTA
RTTA REAL ESTATE
STTA
AT SERVICES,
RV
LLLC
C • 505-867-3388 ONE RIDGE COURT • PLACIT
AC TA
AS, NM 87
87043
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Find your serenity in this custom

Home on 5+ private Acres!
1 Anasazi Road • Placitas

$398,000 • 3BR+ • 2BA • 2,077 SF

Sandy Poling

ABR • e-Pro Realtor®
MOBILE: 505-250-0879
sandy@placitasproperty.com
www.placitasproperty.com

©JATW2018

Enjoy gorgeous 60-mile views and end-ofthe-road privacy in this artistically built home
next to the Placitas Open Space. Southwestern
styling graces the home—vigas, beams &
adobe walls—alongside solid cherry wood
cabinets in kitchen & bath. Owned solar panels
pay all electricity plus get PNM cash back $$.
Passive solar design and extra insulation keep
it cool in summer; radiant heat under the slate
flooring and a smartly designed kiva fireplace
keep it warm in winter. Relax on the cool 10’ x
36’ north-facing portal; savor the sunsets and
dark starry night skies from your own Hot Tub.
Speedy Cable TV/Internet. Plenty of parking.
Horses, RVs, gardens, greenhouses welcome.
This hand-crafted Custom home on 5.23 rolling
acres is just waiting for the lucky new Owner—
YOU! Preview online at lapuertallc.com
(#924085) or come see for yourself!
Need more room? Option to buy
adjoining 7.5 acres! Call Sandy or
Mindy for a showing today.

JEWELERS &
GEMOLOGISTS

892-3841

Mindy Prokos
Associate Broker • ABR
MOBILE: 505-400-6488
mindy@lapuertallc.com
www.relocate2NM.com

909 36th Pl. SE
Rio Rancho
(Across from
Turtle Mountain Pub)

OPEN: Monday–Friday 10am-5:30pm
Saturday 10am-4pm • harrisjewelersnm.com

Construction closes La Luz trailhead
~SIGNPOST STAFF
The U.S. Forest Service has closed the
usual access to La Luz Trail on the
west face of the Sandia Mountains
while the parking lot, access road, and
trailhead are rebuilt.
The closure took effect on October 22
and is scheduled to end by June 1,
according to a statement released by
the Cibola National Forest. Depending
on the weather, the closure may only
last through March, according to a
news release.
Hikers, especially on weekends, find
the parking lot full with later arrivals
parked wherever possible on both
sides of the narrow access road. The
project funded by the Federal High-

TIME
OFF

way Administration
Lands Transportation
Program will
increased parking spaces from 14 to 42
During the work, alternate access to
the trail will be from parking areas at
La Luz Picnic Area with a new link to
Las Luz Trail and from the south trailhead for the Piedra Lisa Trail, which
connects at its north end to Placitas.
La Luz Trail is 7.5 miles long and
gains 3,200 feet of elevation as it rises
from the trailhead in the foothills to
the Crest Trail near the upper terminal
of the Sandia Peak Tram. A spur trail
leads to the parking lot of Sandia Crest
House.

—EVAN BELKNAP

LA PUERTA REAL ESTATE SERVICES, LLC • 1 RIDGE CT., PLACITAS, NM 87043 • 505-867-3388

Archeology lecture at the DeLavy House
~SHERRY HARDAGE, FRIENDS OF CORONADO HISTORIC SITE
On November 18, at 2:00 p.m., Friends of the Coronado Historic Site will present
a lecture entitled, “Him Old Ruins: Edgar Lee Hewett and the Archaeology of
Pueblo Painting,” presented by Nancy Owen Lewis, Ph.D.
Dr. Hewett was one of the most influential archaeologists of the 20th Century
in New Mexico. In addition to founding the Museum of New Mexico and the
New Mexico Museum of Art, he also provided jobs and studio space for Santa
Fe’s first resident artists and played a key role in the development of Pueblo
painting. He established the Southwest Indian Fair, the forerunner of the Santa
Fe Indian Market. Dr. Owen will discuss Hewett’s interest in, and relationship
with, Native artists.
The lecture will take place at the Sandoval County Historical Society Museum
(DeLavy House) on Edmond Road and Highway 550 in Bernalillo. Admission is
$5; Friends of CHS are free. For more information visit: kuaua.com or call Barb
at 815-978-5327.

Emerging from the Grand Canyon at sunrise

Right place, right time—————Grand Canyon
~EVAN BELKNAP
At 4:00 a.m., my group of nine students, my co-instructor, and I wake
up to absolute silence, a cool breeze, the smell of creosote, water, moss,
and a sky full of stars. We are on the trail by 5:00 a.m., scrambling
steeply up through the tunnel of our collective headlamps; the Boucher
Trail in the Grand Canyon, up from Boucher Creek to the rim, is nothing if not efficient. We ascend almost 2,000 feet in less than a mile.
Everyone is panting, sweating heavily, grunting their way up, and
then, conversely, shivering whenever our breaks last too long. The
desert is all about these extremes. Here we are, in the photo above,
emerging onto the mesa above the Red Wall Limestone Band to a glorious sunrise—a reward for getting ourselves to the right place at the
right time.
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Dig Giusewa update
~MATTHEW J. BARBOUR, MANAGER,
CORONADO & JEMEZ HISTORIC SITES
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149 Placitas Trails Rd
• 4 BD 4 BA 3,260 SF
• 2.88 AC, 3 CA
REDUCED PRICE!
$599,000

—ETHAN ORTEGA

—MATTHEW BARBOUR

This summer, Jemez Historic Site hosted
its first major archaeological excavation in
over fifty years. The project, entitled “Dig
Giusewa,” was part of New Mexico Historic Sites award winning Public Archaeology Program. The project was
undertaken to address long held questions about the Jemez people involving
their origins and how their lives changed
after the arrival of the Spanish. Over an
eight-week period, New Mexico Historic
Site Staff, University of New Mexico Students, Friends of Coronado Historic Site,
and Jemez Pueblo Tribal Members excavated a large room just north of the Visitor Center in Giusewa, or San Jose,
Pueblo.
After removing debris and rubble, the
room was found to be quite large, measuring approximately 16 feet north-south
by nine feet east-west.
It appears that the room
was on the first floor
and was part of a
much larger multistory room block, or
apartment-like complex. Walls were constructed of stone and
adobe and were plastered with gypsum to
form a black and
white banded design.
A small doorway
along the east wall
was the only access
to the room, which
may have been used
for storage.
The upper story had
Excavating a 17th century pueblo room
at Jemez Historic Site
crashed down into the
room—possibly unexpectedly. Beneath the rubble were
several broken Rio Grande Glazeware and Jemez Blackon-White vessels. These vessels were almost certainly
lying on the floor or on a shelf at the time of architectural
Celebrating over 30 Years
failure. Manufacture dates for these bowls and jars sugProviding Tax & Accounting
gest abandonment sometime between AD 1650 and 1700.
Services to New Mexicans
It is very possible that the destruction occurred during the
uprising of August 10, 1680. Better known to history as
the Pueblo Revolt, this uprising led to the Spanish being
expelled from northern New Mexico for over a decade.
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT
Other items associated with the structure included several projectile points, a candlestick holder, two cloud
Tax Planning & Preparation
blower pipes, bobcat and elk skulls, and a woven yucca
for Individuals & Businesses
mat. Animal skulls are often left attached to pelts and
QuickBooks Consulting
could have adorned the walls of the structure, while the
yucca mat extended over at least the northwest corner of
the room’s floor. As the room had no hearth, light from
candles may have been the only illumination. Most of the
projectile points were made of obsidian and were of the
Artifact drying, at Jemez Historic Site
Pueblo Side-Notched tradition with concave bases in a
“Pecos Style.” Collectively, these items could archaeologithe public in the Visitor Center at Jemez HisRio Grande Glazewares. Glazewares were rare
cally represent a quiver of arrows.
at the nearby Jemez Pueblo of Unshagi. Most of toric Site. Preservation, staging, and opening of
No human remains were encountered. However,
the excavated room to visitors are anticipated
the glazeware pottery at Giusewa, based on a
butchered animal bones were dispersed throughout the fill
to occur in the spring of 2019 with a final
shiny basalt temper, was manufactured in
and found on the floor. These included portions of elk, deer, around the Keres-speaking Pueblo of Zia and
report detailing the results of archaeological
bison (or possibly cow), sheep/goat, fish, and a number of
investigations out later that year.
was likely acquired through trade. However, it
large birds and rodents. It suggests Jemez people living at
Jemez Historic Site is located at 18160 Highis possible that some Keres also lived at the site
Giusewa had a diverse diet that included hunting in the
way 4 in Jemez Springs and is open 8:30 a.m. to
with the Towa-speaking Jemez.
fields, the mountains, and along the river with possible forAll of these findings are very preliminary and 5:00 p.m. Admittance is $5 per adult. Children
ays as far away as Llano Estacado or the San Luis Valley.
and Jemez tribal members are free. For more
will be refined as archaeologists struggle to
The pottery, both the vessels found on the floor and in the
information, call 575-829-3530 or visit
address questions associated with Jemez orifill, is unusual for a Jemez Pueblo. There were a large numwww.nmhistoricsites.org.
gins and acculturation. In the meantime, labober of non-locally produced decorated vessels, especially
ratory analyses and artifacts are on display to

TERRY PISEL, CPA, LLC

In Placitas • 798-1003
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re: “Placita,” the horse
On October 21, “Placita, the Wild Horse
Open Space greeter and panhandler,” was
relocated to a safe environment. The Placitas Community and other area horse
advocates came together to facilitate this
transition. We thank all who participated
in this group community effort to ensure
the safety of this wild horse. We also
thank all those who showed kindness and
concern to her while she was in the Open
Space. Straight To The Horses Mouth, one
of the Placitas nonprofit organizations
involved with the Wild Horses of Placitas,
is now providing for her safety and wellbeing, along with a generous community
member who is sponsoring part of her
upkeep. Donations are always welcome
and needed for feed, veterinary care, birth
control, and shelter for the herd of now
eleven formerly wild horses.
—WWW.STRAIGHTTOTHEHORSESMOUTH.ORG,
A 501(C)(3) NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION

re: New speed limits on Camino
de Las Huertas unreasonable
The speed limit has been reduced to 25
mph of which no one obeys. There are
federal guidelines as to how speeds are to
be set: www.fhwa.dot.gov/publications/publicroads/13sepoct/02.cfm.
The County obviously just did this
because two feral horses were hit and
killed here. We need the speed set to the
85th percentile as per federal guidelines.
Many people live up to three miles up
this road. 25 mph is absurd.
—MARK FORSHEE, Placitas

EXISTING CUSTOMERS GET ‘ZERO’ UPCHARGES ON EMERGENCY AFTER HOUR CALLS!

—

Eastern Sandoval Citizens Association (ES-CA) report
~GEORGE FRANZEN, ES-CA
On October 20 (the date of this release), ES-CA held
our General meeting with Don Phillips as our
“keynote speaker.” We appreciate the substantial
efforts Don has made to help us, and the County,
avoid a cataclysmic result with the potential to wipe
out our water supply (and economy) through this
entire valley. And equally important, we thank the ESCA membership for demonstrating the interest and
willingness to get involved. Only by such monitoring
and pushing of governmental agencies will we be able
to protect our property investments and quality of life
in this beautiful area of our United States.
ES-CA continues to remind its membership to vote
and to be informed about the bond and taxation issues
that will be on the November 6 ballot. Information on
these can be found on the County website (www.sandovalcountynm.gov) and the ES-CA site (www.esca.org).
On stopping the BLM from additional mining in the
Placitas area, our Congresswoman Michelle Lujan
Grisham, has requested a hearing in the House Committee on Natural Resources on her proposed legisla-
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tion—H.R. 1085: Buffalo Tract Protection Act—upon
recommendation by community organizations ES-CA
and LPA. We have also reached out to Representative
Steve Pearce to solicit his support as he is member of
that important House Committee. Senator Martin
Heinrich and Senator Tom Udall have also been asked
by ES-CA and LPA to request a hearing on their proposed bill, S. 390: Buffalo Tract Protection Act, before
the Senate Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources. Meanwhile the BLM seems close to
approving an exploratory drilling permit, which
potentially EXPANDS THE AREA TO BE MINED
beyond the limits previously feared.
The ES-CA Land Protection Trust (LPT) has engaged
our Commissioner Holden-Rhodes and have his help
to ensure that Sandoval County has the ability to monitor compliance with the Vulcan settlement agreement.
When we approached the County about the annual
review (October) of progress against the reclamation
plan for the Placitas mine, it was clear that no one in
the County acknowledged “accountability” for this
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—BILL DIVEN

At the Happy Rascal Ranch in Peña Blanca, a domesticated horse named “Cinnamon Girl”
insists on attention from Sally Hall, while Clea Hall poses with “Mocha,” the donkey.

Mother, daughter, and horses
connect in special place
~BILL DIVEN
Wild horses stroll by, too skittish to be
approached but not so wild they run when people enter their open pasture near the Rio Grande
in Peña Blanca.
Across the road, more horses and several donkeys are anything but wild. Stand still and Cinnamon Girl nuzzles against you; stand your ground,
and you'll lose to a friendly nudge.
Welcome to Happy Rascal Ranch, refuge to
some of the free-roaming horses corralled in Placitas in recent years. Between the ranch and a Placitas property that Sally and Clea Hall care for are
nearly thirty horses, six donkeys, and a few
mules.
Call it a labor of love and a continuous exercise
in creative fundraising.
The ranch is named after the favorite horse of
Clea's grandmother, Mimi Hall, who lived in
upstate New York. It was Mimi's daughter Sally
who hit the road in the 1960s and discovered
Placitas.
"I came out here in a VW bus as a seeker, looking for my place and found it," said Sally, who
operates a landscaping business in Peña Blanca.
She also renewed her affinity for horses with
some of her own, others received from friends
who were downsizing, and from aiding in the
rescue of wild horses rounded up in Placitas.
Wild horses become less so with feeding, but
only to a point.
"This is the primal thing," Sally said. "This is
how it was when people began to domesticate
horses.
"It's a special thing to spend time with them.
They're semi-wild, and they won't come to you
unless they want to."
Clea, born after Sally's journey to New Mexico,
took her first riding lessons at age six or seven
during summers with her grandparents. She
would find her place in Placitas as well, despite
some uncertainty on her return in 2012 after caring for Mimi during the last seven years of her
life.
While staying at the mesa-top home where she
kept her first horse, and where she now lives, a
band of free-roaming horses welcomed her on her
first morning.
"Wild horses were in my backyard growing up,"
Clea said. "It really feels full circle for me."

RE A L
PEOPLE

She returned just as the population of horses
wandering Placitas grew into a community controversy over safety on the roads and damage to a
fragile landscape. Corralling horses with no sign
of ownership led to the animals being trucked
away to auction barns in many cases only to be
bought and returned to rescuers' Placitas properties.
Clea began applying skills learned at the College of Santa Fe, where she earned a degree in
documentary studies and photography in 2005.
"That was how I reconnected with the wild
horses here—photographing them and their transition from wild to domestic and what went on
with them," she said.
While fostering some of the captured horses
and returned horses and the new babies from
pregnant mare, she found the Reach Out to
Horses (ROTH) program and took courses in its
techniques of non-dominance training.
"Basically you're giving a voice and choice to
the horse," she said. "It's the wild ones that teach
us the language of the horse the best."
She has since become certified as a ROTH holistic horsemanship trainer, using the skills to gentle
the adult horses for horseshoeing and the
younger ones as they come of age to be under
saddle.
Happy Rascal Ranch occasionally adopts out a
horse, but it's not taking in any more. Even with
the help of friends and volunteers, making a living and sustaining the horses merge into a single
occupation.
Both Clea, a server at Placitas Café and Blades
Bistro, and Sally sell essential oils, incorporating
those into wellness teachings, their own lives, and
horse training with the proceeds going into the
ranch hay fund. With the horses consuming three
hundred bales of hay a month, and the price of
hay rising from $7.75 a bale two years ago to $11
to $15 today, fundraising has become an avocation.
A Placitas connection to the cable TV show
"Longmire," shot in New Mexico helps support
the Halls' work. Clea worked as a background
extra in season four, five, and six of the
Wyoming-set series. A donated case of Wyoming
Whiskey seen in the show and autographed by
"Longmire" author Craig Johnson and cast

KENNETH K. SHEPPERD
Kenneth K. Shepperd, 74, passed away unexpectedly
September 29, 2018. He is survived by
his brother, Richard Shepperd of Arizona,
and a select group of friends.
Kenneth was preceded in death by his parents,
Douglas and Ruth Shepperd. He served our country
honorably in the United States Army.
Mr. Shepperd received his Bachelor’s degree from
Clark University in Worcester, MA.
In his later years he was a gifted handyman and
enjoyed restoring older homes. As a hobby,
he crafted quality writing implements.
Cremation has taken place at his request.
Please visit our online guestbook for
Kenneth at www.FrenchFunerals.com

FRENCH—Lomas
10500 Lomas Blvd. NE
505.275.3500
www.frenchfunerals.com

members is one source of raffle prizes raising money for
hay.
Suggested donations can yield a book on the Reach
Out to Horses program with a chapter by Clea or a copy
of the newly released DVD documentary "Sacred Land,
Sacred Water," in which Sally appears commenting on
the current fight to protect local water from oil and gas
development. The few riding horses at the ranch make
an occasional contribution as well. And most Sundays
Sally conducts workshops on connecting with horses
through art and journaling for a suggested $25 donation.
Organizations such as Animal Protection New Mexico
have helped with gelding of stallions and hoof trimming. A friend allows use of the pastures.
Two artists—nature photographer Lynne Pomeranz,
known for her images of wild horses, and Jewel, whose
paintings depict free-ranging horses—donated works for
display and sale at Placitas Café with all proceeds going
to the horses.
Straight donations are appreciated, although Clea said
she enjoys giving something in return.
Most of this activity is managed online through Facebook and Clea's page that can be found by searching
Clea G. Hall. Her secure PayPal link for donation is
PayPal.me/Hayclea, and she can be contacted for more
information at cleag.hall@gmail.com.
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• Women’s Health

• Same Day Appointments

• Prenatal Services

• Family Planning

• Comprehensive Family
Medicine

• Behavioral Health

Steven L. Hartman, MD, Medical Director
Matthew B. Wilson, MD • Rachel Marzec, FNP-PMHNP
Felina Ortiz, CNM • Rebecca Casalino, CNP
Marissa Cortes Mendez, CFNP, CNM
Tamara Righettini, CFNP • Stephen V. Roper, CFNP
Jennifer Webb, LPCC • Madeleine Stevens, LPCC

Monday 8 am—5 pm • Tuesday 8 am—5 pm
Wednesday 8 am—8 pm • Thursday 8 am—5 pm
Friday 8 am—5 pm

121 Calle Del Presidente
Bernalillo, New Mexico 87004

GAUNTLET
~CONTINUED

WAYNE A. LUCO, D.D.S.
Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
4405 Jager, C-1
Rio Rancho, NM 87144
(Near Santa Ana Casino)

(505) 867-1442
Open:
Monday–Thursday
7:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
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from page 24–––ES-CA
important checkpoint or any other
compliance monitoring.
The LPT also is tracking the issues
made evident in a recent hearing by
the P&Z Commission, which authorized a business permit for a B&B in
a Placitas HOA, whose covenants
and rules such a conditional use differ. Actions taken during that hearing by the County potentially
undermine the ability of the
covenants that protect the property
values in such developments to be
upheld. The HOA has appealed the
P&Z ruling to the County Commission. We have also been informed
that the County staff intends to propose new legislation concerning
such lodging businesses (prompted
by new business models such as
AirBnB). The LPT will track this to
ensure such proposals do not also
conflict with existing or future residential neighborhoods that desire to
have property restrictions.
The next ESCA Board meeting has
been changed to November 8, beginning at 6:00 p.m., and will be at the
Placitas Community Library on
Route 165. All residents are welcome
to attend.
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re: Oil and gas ordinance

GAUNTLET

There are two Sandoval County Citizen Oil and Gas
Ordinance Drafts that were submitted to the Plan~CONTINUED
ning and Zoning Commission, the Science Team (ST),
Ordinance Team (OT) and a third 'Baseline' industry–friendly draft.
See a comparison chart of all three ordinances and background documents at:
sites.google.com/view/cwg-ordinance-team
SITE-SPECIFIC APPROACH:
The OT Ordinance protects the waters of Middle Rio Grande Basin (MRGB) with a "SiteSpecific" approach. On the other hand, a fracking ban along a portion of the MRGB, as
defined by districting in the ST draft, would still allow for vertical drilling and surface
spills, in which case, a major source of ground water contamination would continue to
commonly take place.
Alternatively, Site-Specific would regulate well location based on surface geologic,
hydrologic, and seismologic factors as well as cultural and Tribal input. Site-Specific
regulations cover drilling locations as they relate directly to ground water resources for
each specific site proposed across the County. No other ordinance draft or state regulatory agency e.g. Oil Conservation Division or NM Environment Department look at sitespecific characteristics when permitting oil and gas drilling. A Site-Specific approach is
more protective of all water resources throughout the County including the MRGB.
FRACKING BAN IS RISKY:
A fracking ban will most certainly trigger a lawsuit from the industry. Two independent
legal consultants to the OT, including the NM Law Clinic, have given sound legal opinion against a ban. A county does not have the legal authority to ban fracking. In 2014,
the Mora County Ordinance banned fracking, was legally challenged by industry, and
was ruled unconstitutional by a federal district court judge. One could reasonably justify
a ban based solely on principle, if there were no other way to protect the MRGB, but
given a Site-Specific approach, that is simply not the case.
PUBLIC HEARINGS A MUST!
Of grave concern, the lack of public hearings in the NW part of the county under ST and
Baseline draft provisions. It is as important to address concerns in this part of the county
as it is to address the concerns of all county residents. Ground water may be “naturally”
more protected given the San Juan Basin geology, but noise, roads, emergency services,
waste management, and setbacks are among the issues of concern to many residents in
Cuba, Navajo Tri-Chapters, and surrounding communities.
How does any elected official justify foregoing public hearings when permitting such
a heavy industry with serious risks to the health, safety, and welfare of residents? Unfortunately, neither the ST nor Baseline drafts would require public hearings before permitting drilling in the NW area of the county. Alternatively, the OT draft requires public
hearings across the county, a right afforded to every citizen.
The OT sought expert legal counsel on matters such as dividing the county into districts, right to public hearings, and treatment of Tribes as States. Among other complex
legal issues, these had to be researched thoroughly by counsel before the OT could
address such in their draft ordinance.
Sound legal advice, thorough debate, and public and Tribal input at every turn lead
the OT to take a stance in favor of a Site-Specific approach, where in each applicant's
proposed drilling site shall be approved or negotiated by expert consultants, hired at
industry expense, not in terms of geology alone but, as importantly, in terms of cultural
preservation and respect, Tribal input, and community right to know.
Additionally, the OT draft is unique in that it provides for the right to revoke a permit
and requires a 2021 Formal Review by the County P&Z Department.
It is the hope of many that county residents and leadership will put their support
behind the OT Ordinance Draft. This is the most important decision we will make for
decades to come. Water is Life!
—RESPECTFULLY, DONNA DOWELL, Placitas

re: Fracking the watershed
Most of us have heard about the upcoming BLM oil and gas lease/sale that will effect
the Greater Chaco Area and the people who live there. But maybe you didn't know that
some of this BLM lease/sale land is in the Rio Chama watershed on the east side of the
Continental Divide. If it’s in the Rio Chama watershed it's in the Rio Grande watershed.
70% of the Albuquerque Bernalillo County Water Utility Authority drinking water is San
Juan Chama Diversion water. A pollution event on the Rio Gallina could shut down the
surface drinking water usage for over 600,000 users of the ABCWUA. See the short
ABCWUA film below. We are all stakeholders and it's all connected.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J5VR2_rMcw4&feature=youtu.be
This article published and written by Laura Paskus can help tie our current and future
water dilemma all together.
http://nmpoliticalreport.com/2018/10/24/on-the-colorado-river-will-new-mexico-beleft-in-the-dust-en/?mc_cid=bf32f4dfeb&mc_eid=24a51ce521
The water in the Chama is at risk. Horizontal fracking has changed everything. When
they extract the 6 million gallons from the aquifer to frack a single well it may cause a
draw on the surface water. This is exactly what the current Texas v New Mexico lawsuit
is all about. It's also what the Texas v New Mexico lawsuit on the Pecos was all about.
And we lost that suit. This is a water issue from the potential surface and subsurface
pollution standpoint. As well as a water issue from the extraction of water to frack and
the disposal of water in only who knows where places. We are not putting all of the
pieces together.
Here is a link to the new documentary film Sacred Land Sacred Water. It explains the
extreme dangers of fracking in the Albuquerque Basin. Watch it. Protect the water.
https://sites.google.com/site/sacredlandsacredwaternm/download-of-full-video
—MIKE NEAS, Placitas
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Years of art at the Placitas Holiday Sale
~NANCY COUCH
The best art shows in New Mexico stand the test of
time. For 37 years, on the weekend before Thanksgiving, the Placitas Holiday Fine Arts and Crafts Sale has
welcomed the public to Placitas to discover the amazing art brought to the show by its artists. This year, it
will be held on Saturday, November 17, from 10:00 a.m.
to 5:00 p.m. and Sunday, November 18, from 10:00 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m.
The many artists, painters, printmakers, ceramic and
glass artists, woodworkers, silk painters, photographers, gourd artists, jewelers, metal artists will bring
their own special artwork to offer at the show. Handmade clothing, leather goods, painted drums, handcarved furniture, and much more art will be on display
at the three central locations. Site #1: Anasazi Fields;
Site #2: The Big Tent, next to the Presbyterian Church;
and Site #3: Placitas Elementary School.
The show will include many local artists from Placitas as well as Albuquerque, Bernalillo, Corrales, Cuba,
Santa Fe, Taos, Tijeras, and some from as far away as
Colorado, Florida, and Ohio.
This is a juried show and many artists compete for
the opportunity to be in the fair each year. The result is
a fresh line up of artists in all media.
The Placitas Holiday Sale is spotlighting metal sculptor Terry Adams from Cuba, New Mexico, as the 2018
featured artist of the show. Adams designs and creates
home decor and sculptures with a distinct primitive
aesthetic. His pieces often incorporate a welded steel
framework, finished with chemical patinas and embellished with heat treated copper or found objects such as
river cobbles or glass. His inspiration is a cross between
celestial skies and Stonehenge.
Adams has logged thousands of hours in the beautiful red rock canyons of the Four Corners region studying rock art and ancient pottery design—his designs
reveal the spirit and emotion of ancient artists. He will
be showing his work at Site #1: Anasazi Fields.
Site #1: Anasazi Fields has always been a cozy and
pleasant venue with rustic decor and a fire crackling in
the fireplace. Homemade organic goat cheese and
delectable chocolates and local honey make great gifts.
New this year, Kaktus Brewing Co. from Bernalillo will
be serving Kaktus-brewed beer and hard cider, and
New Mexico wine at the Anasazi Fields location.
Site #2: The Big White Tent is located in the center of
the village next to Las Placitas Presbyterian Church and

heated for the comfort of all. It has a fun, festive feeling and is alive with laughter and
conversations between artists, patrons, and
friends getting together. The artists decorate
their booths with their work, inviting people
to come down each side to see what they have
created. The clear window walls bring light
inside the tent and illuminate the diverse artwork on display.
Site #3: Placitas Elementary School is a popular hotspot with almost fifty exhibitors. Booths
fill the gym and some of the halls, giving this
venue a colorful market-like atmosphere. The artists
of the Holiday Sale have been donating their art to
the raffle and have raised more than $18,000 in the
past fifteen years for the Placitas Elementary Arts
School program. The Placitas Holiday Sale will be
donating 100% of all proceeds from the raffle to this
program to buy art supplies for the children of the
School. The public can purchase tickets costing $1 for
the chance to win a nice piece of artwork. All raffle
items will be on display at the School.
Food and drinks will be available at each of the
sites. At Site #1: StuffedLust Sopapilla Co. will be
serving their authentic New Mexican-style stuffed
sopapillas with a twist of delicious ingredients. At
the Big Tent, Site #2: The Chile Pepper Café operated
by the Presbyterian Church kitchen will be open next
door and they will be cooking a variety of homemade
foods. Site #3: Placitas Elementary School will have La
Casita from Bernalillo serving their traditional New
Mexican dishes.
Discover warm hospitality and high quality arts
and crafts at this holiday event, located six miles east
of I-25 on Highway 165. Take exit 242 from I-25, follow the colorful signs and banners to the historic village of Placitas. All sites are centrally located.
To preview the artists, artwork, map, and sites
visit the website at www.placitasholidaysale.com.
The Placitas Holiday Fine Arts and Crafts Sale is
organized by local artists and sponsored by the Placitas Mountain Craft and Soiree Society, a nonprofit
501(c)3 organization dedicated to serving the community, the arts, and artists.
For more information, contact Nancy Couch at
867-2450 or go to info@placitasholidaysale.com.

2018 Placitas Holiday Fine Arts and Crafts Sale artists
SITE #1: ANASAZI FIELDS—26 Camino De
Los Pueblitos, ww. AnasaziFields.com. Beer
and cider by Kaktus Brewing Co. Wine available, too! Hot Food by StuffedLust Sopapillas—Authentic New Mexican-style stuffed
sopapillas, drinks
• Terry Adams: Southwest and contemporary
metal wall art and sculptures
• Martha Alcantar and Gadiel Ramirez: varietal honey, Southwest décor, and honey soaps
• Barb Belknap: custom stained glass and
mosaic art glass
• Wanda Cavanagh: ceramic containers, decorative objects, gemstones, gold, sterling jewelry
• Nancy Coonridge and Andy Coon: organic
goat cheese from free-range goats
• Colleen Constance Franco: ceramic stamped
and painted crosses, mirrors, boxes, and wall
hangings
• Renee Brainard Gentz: hand-dyed silk
scarves, shawls, scrunchies, and dolls
• Linda K. Gillis: fused glass windows, tables,
and vases
• Jeff Keenan and Kari Keenan: artisan small
batch chocolate nuts, fruits, bars, and gifts
• John LaRosa: multi-layered fused glass
plates, bowls, platters, sculpture, and pendants
• Christina Miller: modern icons 2-D acrylic
paintings
• Mary Steigerwald: eco print wall hangings,
table runners, and cotton & silk clothing
• Nancy Wood Taber: colored pencil drawings
of animals, silver chain maille, and animal
jewelry
• Melanie Weidner: spirituality expressed
images in paint and fabric

• Erica Wendel-Oglesby: clay mosaics and
jewelry necklaces, earrings, and photography
of wildlife
• Dawn Wilson-Enoch: one-of-a-kind talismanic jewelry inspired by the desert
• Suzanne Woodworth: sterling silver, gold
filled and semi-precious gemstone jewelry
• Walter Wright and Kim Del Margo: handmade art boxes
SITE # 2: THE BIG TENT NEXT TO THE
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH—623 Highway
165. Hot Food at the Presbyterian Church
Chili Pepper Café. Breakfast burritos, tamales,
pulled pork sandwiches, beans, cole slaw,
green chile by the quart, brownies, and
drinks.
• Linda Babb: jewelry made from silver, niobium, copper, and recycled aluminum with
semi-precious stones
• Chip Babb: digital art sculpture from
anodized aluminum with computer graphics
artwork
• Fernando Benally: 3rd Generation Navajo
jeweler, silver and gold
• Linda Running Bentley and Kipp Bentley:
hand-woven wool rugs made from pendleton
• Sonya R Byrnes: metal outdoor sculptures
and wall art
• Nancy Couch and Jon Couch: glass water
prisms, pyramid lamps, ornaments, mandalas, and jewelry boxes
• Denise Elvrum: fused glass home decor art
and dichroic, iridized jewelry
• Myra Gadson: unique handmade jewelry
designs with sterling silver and precious gemstones
• James M. Gay: scenic and floral photographs
• Olaf Heintz: fine wood small furniture and

home accessories, rocking chairs, tables, and
cabinets
• Joan Hellquist: animals hand-painted on
Indian made hand drums
• Elizabeth Jenkins: handwoven coats, jackets,
vests and silk scarves
• Das Lanzilloti: handcrafted jewelry using
mixed metals set with natural stones
• Sarena Mann and Susan Kerr: paper maché
mobiles and sculpture figures
• Adrian Martinez: all natural wood inlay pictures of New Mexico
• Judy McCullough: hand-strung international
beads
• Michael McCullough: acrylic and watercolor
paintings
• Dana McDaniel and Ron McGowan: mixed
metal jewelry with copper, aluminum, fused
glass, set stones, and found objects
• Bertha Medina: carved, burned, and painted
gourds
• Karen Murry: wearable quilted jackets
scarves, purses, totes, and quilted wall hangings
• Dana Patterson Roth: photography of botanicals and landscapes on metal and wood
• Pam Slipyan and Villy Slipyan: eclectic jewelry and custom leather belts, hatbands, dog
collars
• Phil Sonier: wildlife and nature color photography
• Patricia Wyatt: watercolors, colored pencils,
oils, and pastels paintings
SITE # 3: PLACITAS ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL—5 Calle de Carbon. La Casita,
Bernalillo: Enchiladas, tacos, Mexican burgers, chili rellenos, stuffed sopapillas, tamales,
fries and drinks.

Metal sculptor Terry Adams will be the Featured Artist at
the 2018 Placitas Holiday Fine Arts and Crafts Sale.

Artist Joan Hellquist (left) talks with a customer
at last year’s Holiday Sale.

Mary Steigerwald explains her eco-printing method.
IN THE GYM:
• Catherine Alleva: wheel-thrown pottery,
mugs, bowls, sake sets, and pitchers
• Marlene Barnes: digitally enhanced photography of Southwest landscapes, wildlife, and
archeological sites
• Bunny Bowen: matted and framed batik
landscapes and silk scarves
• Joe Channey: wooden bowls, vases, urns,
and hollow forms
• Merle Dallison: gourd art with inlaid stones
and weavings
• Diane Eger and Robert Eaton: fabricated
jewelry using sterling, gold and unique precious gemstones
• Lyra Fiset: handmade jewelry made with
precious metals and gemstones
• Todd Howell: stained glass panels in SWand Mission-style designs
• Maaike Hurst: handmade soaps, body butters, and bath bombs
• Janine Jones: stamped tin tabletop and wall
mount jewelry organizers
• Sandy and Michael Kadisak: handmade,
hand-painted fine art functional pottery and
Little People and Animal Spirits
• Hector Madrid: hand-forged metal furniture, art, and collectables
• June Malone: one-of-a-kind beaded jewelry
• Carol Mullen: collage painting whimsical
abstract
• Christian Olsen: hand-cast and hand-carved
beads, pendants, and clasps made of sterling
• Alfons Schuster: acrylic on wood paintings
and wood sculptures
• Glo Smith: kiln formed glass wall hangings
• L. Wren Walraven: playful, illustrative animal
paintings done in bright colors

• Brian Webb and John Newell: aluminum
jewelry and home decor
IN THE HALLS:
• Bessy Berman: jewelry handcrafted from
sterling, copper, gold vermeil icon images
• Romela Carman: beaded necklace jewelry,
wirework and bead, embroidery
• Ellen Chamberlin: exotic stone rings,
bracelets, and pendants
• Erica Collins: wood-cut prints, watercolors,
and pastel giclee reproductions
• Claudia Fluegge: hand-painted silk neckties,
scarves, shawls, and jackets
• Annie Gross: Unique beaded jewelry using
silver, gemstones turquoise and pearls
• Linda Heath: classical still life and plein air
landscape paintings
• Rodofo Rosas Hernandez: handcrafted
mosaic art wall panels and mirrors
• Mario Hinojo: hand-carved gourds, and jewelry made of cut pieces enhanced by beads
• D.L. Horton: dichroic fused glass jewelry and
fused and etched art glass functional and
nonfunctional
• Miro Kenarov: contemporary acrylic paintings with natural floral
• Maria Kenarova: earthenware clay and fused
glass decorative wall panels
• Gloria E. Penner: decorated gourds
• Karen Melody Shatar: functional ware and
glass in natural wood, clay, and fused glass
jewelry
• R.J. Smith: wet-felted wool fiber and fiber
wall art
Geri Verble: tribal, ethnic, and contemporary
jewelry
• Lyle T. Yazzie: sterling silver jewelry and
original conte, pencil, and charcoal drawings
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Nearly New
A Repeat Boutique Operated by Bound for Success, Inc.

Thanks to our generous donors, our Cornucopia of beautiful items
just keeps growing. Blazers, jackets, coats & sweaters

ALL 50% OFF during November!

Join us November 27 for "GIVING TUESDAY"
We'll be open from 3:00-6:00.

Give a new toy and/or a canned food item
& we'll give you a $25.00

Gift Certificate! It's a WIN-WIN!!
836 Camino Del Pueblo, BERNALILLO, NM 87004 • 771-8228
bound4success.org • OPEN: Wed-Sat. 10am-4pm • Tues by appt. only

Call for poets——-“Whispers of Winters Past”
~LELAND BOWEN, EARTH CARE FELLOWSHIP
In 2019, Las Placitas Presbyterian Church will be celebrating 125 years of
community life and service in Placitas. Our theme for the year's poetry reading will be "Whispers of Winters Past." Local poets are invited to reflect on
the memories and settings of all our lives and communities across the
years—from the geologic "memory" of the Sandias, and the local flora and
fauna, to the ancient Native and Hispanic communities, right down to our
own lifetimes and personal reflections.
Submit poems to LppcEarthcare@lasplacitaschurch.org by November 17.

Placitas Artists Series
presents acclaimed
pianist Sandra Rivers
On November 25, at 3:00 p.m., the
Placitas Artists Series will be featuring pianist Sandra Rivers, a Steinway
artist and faculty member at the University of Cincinnati College-Conservatory of Music. The program will
include Ernõ Dohnányi’s Piano QuinPianist Sandra Rivers
tet No. 1 in c minor, Op. 1 and Antonín
Dvořák’s Piano Quintet No. 2 in A
Major, Op. 81.
Rivers has performed with many
orchestras and chamber groups in
major concert halls around the world.
In this “Willy Sucre and Friends”
concert, she will join violist Willy
Sucre and three other well-known
Albuquerque-area musicians:
Krzysztof Zimowski and Julanie Lee
on violin and Joan Zucker on cello.
She last appeared in a Placitas Artists
Higher Wisdom,
Series concert in 2014 in an ensemble
mixed media, by P. K. Williams
that also included Sucre, Zimowski, and
Lee, along with cellist Joanna de Keyser.
The concert is generously sponsored by Kristie and Doug Doll.
At 2:00 p.m., immediately prior to the concert, a free visual artists reception will feature the art of Mary Dereske, photo books and canvas prints;
Rebecca Nolda, mixed media; Erica Wendel-Oglesby, mosaics and jewelry;
and P.K. Williams, mixed media. Their works, which are for sale, will be
on display from November 3 to November 30.
The concert and visual artist reception take place at Las Placitas Presbyterian Church in the village of Placitas, located six miles east of I-25 on
NM 165 (Exit 242). The facility is completely accessible. For ticket information and further details, see page 2 of this Signpost.
Placitas Artists Series projects are supported in part by New Mexico
Arts, a division of the Department of Cultural Affairs, and by the National
Endowment for the Arts.
For more information, email info@PlacitasArtistsSeries.org, call 505-8678080, or visit www.PlacitasArtistsSeries.org.

‘Western Beauty: Equines and Landscapes
from the American West,” by Carol Ordogne
~ROSEMARY BREEHL
Carol Ordogne has lived in many
beautiful places including California
and Hawaii. But the first time she visited the Southwest, the beauty of the
landscape with its ever-changing light
and colors captured her heart forever.
The wildlife, especially the wild
horses, were the added bonus.
Ordogne, who earned a BFA from
the University of Hawaii and a Masters in Landscape Architecture from
LSU, is the featured artist at Wild
Hearts Gallery with her exhibition
running from November 6 through
December 2. The public is invited to
Monsoon Season Feast,
the opening reception on November 9,
oil painting, by Carol Ordogne
from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. Light refreshments will be served.
Wild Hearts Gallery is located in Placitas at the Homestead Village, 221-B
State Highway 165.
Western Beauty is about the artist’s relationship with the rugged southwest
landscapes and all the wildlife she is privileged to see everyday. She is finding
her artistic voice most recently in large plein air landscapes done in a single
session with oil paints and a pallet knife although she also paints a variety of
local birds in small formats.
Says Ordogne: “Life on the side of the Sandia Mountain range is a constant
source of inspiration. Most days I get up at dawn and hike with my dog to
watch the sun peek over the ridge. The colors, the light, and the rich shadows
are always beautiful and set me to thinking of my next painting.”
Wild Hearts Gallery is an artists' collective, supported by 14 longtime local
artists. They are painters, sculptors, photographers, potters, printmakers, jewelers, woodworkers, glass, fiber and mosaic artists, who are committed to sharing
with others the many ways they create. Wild Hearts Gallery is open Tuesday
through Friday from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and Saturday and Sunday from
10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Holiday Faire returns to San Antonio Mission
A Holiday Faire will be held on November 17 and 18, from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00
p.m., at the San Antonio Mission on Paseo San Antonio in Placitas. Find the
perfect gift or treat yourself.
Our artisans will display their artistry for sale in a number of mediums:
Pat Oshel, beaded jewelry; Ellen Baker, fused glass; Mary Lou Skelton, gourds;
Patti Baron, clothing. There will be other artisans showing their artistic talents
in woodworking, painting, pottery. Food will be available.
To find the San Antonio Mission, go east seven miles on up Route 165, turn
right onto Paseo de San Antonio. Follow the red holiday stocking signs.
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“Your gallery
has the most
most beautiful
selection
of jewelry!
Thank you for
the wonderful
service, too!”
“I love this
gift shop.
Wonderful
finds—all
in one place!”
“This Galleria always surprises me with the variety
of fabulous clothing, gifts and art! It’s part of the whole
Tamaya experience. I would stop by and visit this shop
whether or not I was staying at the Hyatt Regency Tamaya.”
Placitas Studio Tour donates to bring art instruction to children. (l. to r.)
(Front row): Mary Hofmann, Placitas Elementary School principal Demetria Navarrette;
(Back row): Art teacher, Patti Jordan-Bell, Carol Ordogne, Myra Gadson,
Barbara Burzillo, Dorothy “Bunny” Bowen, Denise Elvrum, and Nancy Holley.

Placitas Studio Tour donates to Placitas
Elementary School’s art department
~DENISE ELVRUM
For the first time in its twenty-one-year history, the Placitas Studio Tour was able
to give back to the community by donating to the Placitas Elementary School’s
Art department. Earlier this month, on a beautiful fall day, the Placitas Studio
Tour’s board members, representing the artists who have participated in the Placitas Studio Tour for past years, met with the Placitas Elementary School Principal
Demetria Navarrette and Art Teacher Patti Jordan-Bell and surprised them with a
donation to the school arts program.
Placitas Studio Tour Board Member Mary Hofmann had met earlier with Art
teacher Patti Jordan-Bell to see what equipment, or items, were needed for the
students—or was there one thing she really wished for? After reviewing the wish
list, the Placitas Studio Tour Board voted to donate a clay slab roller, racks to dry
the children’s art work, and a monetary donation for a grand total of $2,000.
Many Placitas artists did not start out as artists but were introduced to the arts
through community classes or an art teacher. Placitas Studio Tour Board Member
Dorothy, “Bunny” Bowen recalls an event in 1980 when an artist-in-the-schools
event offered a free week-long workshop to the community. There, in the school
gym, Bunny was introduced to batik, which has been her medium of choice as an
artist for the past 38 years! “We never know what seeds we plant when we help
to provide art education to our children and community.”
Principal Demetria Navarrette and art teacher Patti Jordan-Bell expressed that
Placitas Elementary is very lucky “to have such wonderful community members
and organizations that are always so willing to step up and support the school,
especially arts education.”
The Placitas Studio Tour Board would like to thank New Mexico Clay for their
help in acquiring the clay slab roller for the school. Without their generosity, the
gift would not have been possible.

“Libraries Rock The Land”
———Jemez Landscapes
From October 23 to November 23, the
Jemez Pueblo Community Library will be
presenting “Libraries Rock The Land—
Jemez Landscapes,” an art exhibit with
paintings by Judy Asbury and others.
The mission of the Jemez Pueblo Community Library is “to serve, assist and educate the community through books,
computers, advanced technology, and

ensure access to information for all in
order to enhance learning and strengthening knowledge while reinforcing language,
traditional and cultural concepts through
oral history.”
The library is located at 20 Mission Rd,
Jemez Pueblo, NM 87024
For further information, call 575-8349171.

The Galleria Tamaya uniquely New Mexican gallery features
handcrafted jewelry, copper-work, alabaster sculpture, Zuni fetish carvings,
authentic pueblo pottery, paintings from local artists and much more!
Find gifts and collectibles that are truly special and exclusive to this area.

Galleria Tamaya

Located at the Hyatt Regency Tamaya Resort and Spa
1300 Tuyuna Trail, Santa Ana Pueblo, NM 87004
OPEN: Mon.to Sat. 9:00 am. to 6:00 p.m. • Sun. 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
(505) 771-6081 • galleriatamaya@gmail.com
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THANK YOU
FOR READING THE SIGNPOST AND FOR
YOUR SUPPORT OF SIGNPOST ADVERTISERS.

News and information of interest to
the residents of Sandoval County
See the current issue and back issues online at:

www.sandovalsignpost.com
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S I g N P O S T CO M M U N I T Y C A L E N D A R
To submit a listing: go to sandovalsignpost.com and click on Calendar. Deadline for submission is the twentieth of the month prior to publication. The calendar is a free community service provided by the Signpost to nonprofits, and
for cultural events of interest to residents of Sandoval County. “First Monday”
means first Monday of the month.
Daily: The Mayor Hull Show. Go to rrnm.gov/mayorhullshow. Rio Rancho
Mayor Gregg Hull talks about issues facing Rio Rancho.
Daily: Free hikes at Valles Caldera National Preserve—from Magma to
Magpie. For a complete list of activities at the National Preserve, go to
https://www.nps.gov/vall/index.htm.
Monthly: Various community events at Rio Rancho Libraries. Rio Rancho
libraries—Esther Bone and Loma Colorado—will be hosting a variety of
events all month long ranging from book signings, to poetry readings, lectures, concerts, arts and crafts, meet and greets, etc. For more information
about the library or each month’s activities, visit www.riorancholibraries.org.
Ongoing/Monthly: Urban Horticulture Classes. Sponsored by the SandovalMasterGardeners.org. Free. Open to public. Registration preferred. Sandovalmastergardeners.org/public-class-registration.
Second and fourth Mondays: Bernalillo Town Council meeting. 6:30 p.m.
Held at Bernalillo Town Hall. Info: call 867-3311, townofbernalillo.org.
Second and forth Saturdays: Placitas Community Flea Market. 7 a.m.-1 p.m.
Held at Homestead Village on Highway 165 in beautiful Placitas. Vendor spaces
are $10 for each 10x15 space. Spaces are on a first come basis. We cannot sell
food, beverages, or firearms. Vendor set up time is from 5:30 a.m. Bring your
own table, chairs and tents, which must be weighted down in case the winds
pick up. All vendor fees go to a selected charitable organizations. For additional information, contact Nancy Holley at 515-4323.
Mondays through Fridays: Mothers’ Day Out Preschool. 18-months to 5
years old. 8 a.m.-3 p.m. Aftercare 3-5 p.m. available. Held at Las Placitas Presbyterian Church, 7 Paseo de San Antonio, Placitas. $19 dollars per day. 8673371, PlacitasMothersDayOut@gmail.com, www.PlacitasMDO.com.
Tuesdays and Thursdays: Pickleball at the Bernalillo Community Center. 14 p.m. Pickleball is a game played on a court with paddles and a whiffle ball.
The court is smaller than a tennis court and allows people to play who no
longer want to run and jump as they did in their younger years. Anyone can
play even if they have never played tennis. 934-2649.
First Tuesdays: Albuquerque Newcomers' Club Welcome Coffee. 10 a.m.
Held at Sandia Presbyterian Church (not affiliated with church)—10704 Paseo
del Norte. This club gives you an opportunity to learn of the Clubs' many varied activities. Membership is open to residents who have lived in the Albuquerque area (including Sandoval County) for five years or less, or who are
having major changes in their lives. It's a great way to make new friends and
increase your social life. Sign up for monthly luncheons and speakers, dining
out, visits to area attractions, book and movie groups, bridge, bunco, mah
jongg, walking, wine tastings, etc. Singles’ and men’s groups. www.abqnewcomers@gmail.com. 321-6970.
First Tuesdays: Coronado Kennel Club Meeting. 7:30 p.m. All-breed kennel
club. Schedule changes in August and December. Call 867-4510 for meeting
location.
Third Tuesdays: Book Sale at the Martha Liebert-Town of Bernalillo Public Library. 4:30-6:30 p.m. Located at 124 Calle Malinche in Bernalillo. 8671440, kbanks@townofbernalillo.org.
Third Tuesdays: Eastern Sandoval County Arroyo Flood Control Authority
(ESCAFCA) meeting. 6 p.m. Held in the Town of Bernalillo Council Chambers. Persons wishing to be on the agenda or persons with disabilities who
need accommodations should call 771-7110 by the first Tuesday. Board meeting agenda is posted on the ESCAFCA website (escafca.com) and at the front
desk of the Town Hall by Friday preceding the meeting.
Third Tuesdays: Sandia Vista Amateur Radio Club. 7 p.m. Help provide
emergency communications in Placitas. Become a “HAM” radio operator. We
will help you get your FCC license. Visitors welcome. Held at the Placitas Fire
Station No. 41, Hwy 165, near the Library. Info: sandiavista.net..
Fourth Tuesdays: Pathways: Wildlife Corridors of NM monthly meeting.
6:30 p.m. Held at Placitas Community Center. Open to the public. pathwayswc.wordpress.com.
Fourth Tuesdays: Placitas Democrats and Friends. 6-7:30 p.m. Held at Placitas Community Library. Meetings are open to the public and feature candidates for local, state, national offices. www.sandovaldemocrats.org, 259-5860.
Tuesdays: Haven House Domestic Violence Support Group for women
whose lives have been touched by domestic violence. 6:30-8:00 p.m. Topics
include: Dynamics of Domestic Violence, Safety Plans, Developing Healthy
Relationships, and information about available services. All sessions are confidential and free of charge. Held at Rio Rancho First Baptist Church, corner of
Route 528 and 19th Avenue. 896-4869 or 1-800-526-7157.
Wednesdays: Seniors (62+) ride free on the Rail Runner. Bring valid photo
ID (with birthdate).

service projects. At Club Rio Rancho (used to be Chamisa Hills CC), 500
Country Club Drive, Rio Rancho. Info: Mac McKinney, 892-4313.
Wednesdays: Urban Horticulture Class Continuing Series. 1-3 p.m. Sponsored by the SandovalMasterGardeners.org. Free and open to the public. Registration preferred. SandovalMasterGardeners.org. Sandoval County Ext.
Office, Bernalillo. 929-0414.
First Wednesdays: Free civil legal clinic offered. 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Held in the
third-floor conference room of the Second District Courthouse, at the southwest corner of Lomas and Fourth, NW. Free legal advice on a number of civil
legal issues. No family law services will be offered. Attendance is limited to the
first 25 persons who qualify for low-income assistance. Interpreters and bilingual attorneys will be on hand. Attendees should bring all of their paperwork.
Expect about a thirty-minute, free legal consultation. 797-6077.
Second Wednesdays: Rio Rancho Art Association (RRAA) monthly membership meeting. 6:30-8:30 p.m. RRAA is a non-juried/all mediums regional
art association.
You need not be a resident of Rio Rancho to join. Held in Don Chalmer’s Ford
Community Room, 2500 Rio Rancho Boulevard, Rio Rancho.
www.rraausa.org, www.rioranchoartassociation.blogspot.com or 301-2009.
Second and fourth Wednesdays: Sandoval County Civitans. 6:00 p.m. Held at
Fair Winds, 920 Riverview Drive SE, Rio Rancho. 898-6884.
Third Wednesdays: Meeting of the Coronado Optimist Club. 6-7 p.m. Held
at the Range Cafe in Bernalillo.
Third Wednesdays (except December): Las Placitas Association Board
meeting. 6:30 p.m. Held at the Placitas Community Center. lasplacitas.org.
Thursdays: El Club del Libro - Our monthly Spanish Book Club. 6-7 p.m.
Recurring. Held at Loma Colorado Main Library Rio Rancho History Room.
Join us in reading a book in Spanish, improving conversation skills, and meeting interesting friends who wouldn’t have the opportunity to cross paths without “El Club del Libro.” This month, in coordination with PBS’s The Great
American Read program, we will discuss Bendiceme, Ultima by Rudolfo
Anaya. No registration required. Walk-ins welcome! Please note new day and
time.
First Thursdays: Sandoval County veteran’s outreach and business counseling. 1-4 p.m. Held at the Sandoval County Administrative Building, 1500
Idalia Road in Bernalillo. All honorably-discharged veterans may be entitled to
VA benefits and state Veteran benefits. Come learn about your potential benefits. Bring your DD-214. 383-2414.
First Thursdays: Art and Music at the Loma Colorado Main Library Auditorium, Rio Rancho. Info: riorancholibraries.org, 505-891-5013.
First and third Thursdays: Sandoval County Commission meeting. 6 p.m.
Unless otherwise noted, all meetings will be held in the Sandoval Administration Building, 1500 Idalia Road Building D, Bernalillo. Info or meeting agenda:
www.sandovalcounty.com, 867-7500.
Second Thursday: The New Mexico Parkinson’s Coalition (NMPC) meets.
1:30-3 p.m. Held at Grace Outreach at 2900 Southern Boulevard SE in Rio
Rancho. The NMPC works to enhance the quality of life for individuals with
Parkinson’s through education, awareness and support for those with the disease. For more information, call 219-5065 or visit the web site NMPARKINSON.ORG.
Third Thursdays: Placitas Community Library Board of Directors Meetings. At the Placitas Community Library, 453 Hwy 165. 6:30 p.m. Open to the
public. Meeting agendas are posted at the library and Placitas Post Office.

Community outreach program provides nonperishable food items as well as
dairy, frozen meats, and fresh produce as available for Placitas residents in
need. Donations, volunteers welcome.
Saturdays: Village of Los Ranchos de Albuquerque Growers’ Market. Free.
May-Aug.—7 a.m.-noon. Sep.-Nov. 8 a.m.-noon. Fresh vegetable, fruits, herbs
flowers, jams, cheeses, arts and crafts. Live music. Voted “Best In City.” Accepts
WIC/Senior. At Village of Los Ranchos tennis court parking lot. losranchosgrowersmarket.com.
Second and fourth Saturdays: Placitas Community Flea Market. 7 a.m.-2
p.m. $10 per vender site. 515-4323.
Third Saturdays: Rio Rancho Northwest Mesa NAACP meets. 11 a.m. Held
at Don Newton Community Center. Public is invited. www.rrnwmnaacp.org.
Sundays: Corrales Growers’ Market. 9-noon. Located at Corrales and Jones
Road. 259-0203.
November 3: Coronado’s Soil and Water workshop with permaculture
expert Jim Brooks. 10:30 a.m. The workshops and work sessions are generally scheduled for four hours (bring lunch), depending on the weather. If you
are interested in volunteering for this important project, contact Carolyn
Kennedy, District Manager, at 867-2853 or email info@coronadoswcd.org.
www.coronadoswcd.org.
November 7: Jardineros de Placitas monthly meeting. 9:30 a.m. Held at Las
Placitas Presbyterian Church. Jardineros will hold its monthly meeting. This
month features a discussion panel on the topic of Survival Guide for Future
Life Decisions. Jardineros de Placitas is a social, benevolent, and charitable
community-based organization for residents of Placitas. In addition to
monthly meetings, members participate in a variety of community service
projects and small interest groups. For more information see www.jardinerosdeplacitas.org or contact Linda Suydam at 771-0295.
November 8: ESCA Board meeting. 6 p.m. Held at the Placitas Community
Library on Route 165. All residents are welcome to attend.
November 9: Wild Hearts Gallery reception for Carol Ordogne—“Western
Beauty: Equines and Landscapes.” 4-7 p.m. Show runs through December
2. Wild Hearts Gallery, Homestead Village, 221 St. Highway 165, Ste. B, in Placitas. WildHeartsGallery-NM.com.
November 10: Groundwater-monitoring lecture. 2 p.m. Held at the Placitas
Community Library. Stacy Timmons, from the New Mexico Bureau of Geology
and Mineral Resources, will present results from work done by previous workers in the area on geology and hydrology, and then discuss groundwater level
measurements, how, and why we need to continue monitering—especially in
Placitas.
November 10: Village of Los Ranchos de Albuquerque Growers’ Market. 8
a.m.-noon. Free. Fresh vegetable, fruits, herbs flowers, jams, cheeses, arts, and
crafts. Live music. Voted “Best In City.” Accepts WIC/Senior. Held at Village of
Los Ranchos tennis court parking lot. losranchosgrowersmarket.com.
November 16: The Rio Rancho Astronomical Society will host its monthly
public meeting. 7 p.m. The meeting will be held at Rainbow Park Observatory, located at 301 Southern Boulevard in Rio Rancho (behind Rainbow
Pool). RRAS Member Darin Templet will give a talk on buying your first telescope in time for all the Christmas shoppers. The meeting is free and open to
the public, and telescopes will be set up for observing after the meeting,
weather permitting. Info: Melanie Templet, 220-5355.
November 17-18: Holiday Faire at San Antonio Mission in Placitas. 10
a.m.-5 p.m. Find a perfect gift for yourself or others. Jewelry, glasswork, woodworking, painting, pottery, crosses, and more. There will also be food available.

Fourth Thursdays: Sandoval County Development Planning & Zoning
Commission. 6 p.m. Held at the Sandoval County Administration Building,
1500 Idalia Road., Bldg. D, Bernalillo.

November 17-18: Placitas Holiday Fine Arts & Crafts Sale. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Huge annual event in the Village of Placitas. Art, food, fun. Family friendly.
Three locations: Placitas Elementary School Gym, The Big Tent next to Las
Placitas Presbyterian Church, and Anasazi Fields. See Sandoval Arts, this
Signpost, page 28, for details.

Last Thursdays: Sandoval County veteran’s outreach and business counseling. 11 a.m.-2 p.m. Held at 433 Meadowlark SE in Rio Rancho. All honorably-discharged veterans may be entitled to VA benefits and state Veteran
benefits. Come learn about your potential benefits. Bring your DD-214. 3832414.

November 17: Annual Holiday Craft Fair at First Baptist Church of Rio
Rancho. Noon-7 p.m. Handmade gifts for purchase. All welcome. 3906 19th
Ave. SE, Rio Rancho (Across from Intel off 528).

Fridays: Sandoval County Stroke Support Group. 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Provides weekly support to survivors of stroke, their caregivers, adult family
members, and health care providers. Water and light snacks provided. No
charge for meetings. Social outings arranged six times a year. Geri: 620-8802.
Fridays: Celebrate Recovery—12 steps to finding freedom from hurts,
hang-ups, and habits. 6:30 p.m. Held at the First Assembly Church, 274
Camino Don Tomas, Bernalillo. 867-7226.
First Fridays: Monthly luncheon of the Democratic Party of Sandoval
County. 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Range Cafe in Bernalillo, 925 Camino del Pueblo.
Sandoval Democrats gather once a month (most months) to welcome speakers, candidates, and government representatives. You pay for your lunch from
the menu, or come for the meeting. www.sandovaldemocrats.org.

Wednesdays: Thinking Straight open meeting of Alcoholics Anonymous.
6-7 p.m. Have a Desire to Stop Drinking? Celebrate Sobriety with us and learn
how to stay sober. Held at the First Assembly Church, 274 Camino Don Tomas
(Room 8), Just south of Highway 550 in Bernalillo. 266-1900.

Second Fridays: Monthly meeting of the San-Bern Federated Republican
Women. 11:30 a.m. The group offers meet-and-greet luncheons to discuss
business and politics for both Sandoval and Bernalillo County Republican
interests. They aim to promote an informed public through political education
and activity. Republican women and men are invited to attend. Held at Pelicans West. www.sanbernfrw.org, or call Julie Wright at 720-4883.

Wednesdays: Cub Scout meetings. 6:30-7:30 p.m. Held at the LDS Church
Center in Bernalillo, west of I-25’s Exit 240. New members are always welcome. 867-4689, 867-2047.

Saturdays: Wildflower walks on the Sandia Ranger District. Starting at 9
a.m. There will be a small amenity fee of three dollars. Be sure to bring a hat,
water, and sunscreen. Sandia Ranger District: 281-3305.

Wednesdays: Rotary Club of Rio Rancho Sunrise. 7 a.m. For breakfast, fellowship, a great speaker, and a chance to get involved in local and worldwide

Saturdays: Casa Rosa Food Bank. Open 9-11 a.m. Held in the pink house east
of Las Placitas Presbyterian Church at 640 Highway 165, six miles east of I-25.
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November 18: Friends of the Coronado Historic Site lecture: “Him Old
Ruins: Edgar Lee Hewett and the Archaeology of Pueblo Painting.” 2 p.m.
Dr. Hewett was one of the most influential archaeologists of the 20th Century
in New Mexico. The lecture will take place at the Sandoval County Historical
Society Museum (DeLavy House) on Edmond Road and Highway 550 in
Bernalillo. Admission is $5; Friends of CHS are free. kuaua.com or call Barb at
815-978-5327.
November 25: Placitas Artist Series concert and art reception. 3 p.m. Featuring pianist Sandra Rivers and visual artists Mary Dereske, photo books and
canvas prints; Rebecca Nolda, mixed media; Erica Wendel-Oglesby, mosaics
and jewelry; and P.K. Williams, mixed media. Held at Las Placitas Presbyterian
Church in the village of Placitas, six miles east of I-25 on NM 165 (Exit 242).
The facility is completely accessible. For ticket information and further details,
see page 2 of this Signpost. 867-8080, info@PlacitasArtistsSeries.org,
www.PlacitasArtistsSeries.org.
November 30: Town of Bernalilo Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony. 6
p.m. Town Hall, 829 Camino del Pueblo. Caroling, cookies, hot cider. All welcome.
December 1: 2018 Nighttime Christmas Parade. 6 p.m. “Theme: A Gingerbread House Christmas.” Join the fun. Watch the parade down Camino del
Pueblo, Bernalillo. Catch candy. Concludes at Rotary Park with a bonfire, biscochitos, and hot cider. All Wecome.
December 1-2: Los Ranchos Holiday Stop and Shop. Held in the Village of
Los Ranchos. Drop in any participating business to pick up map. Along North
Fourth Street, Albuquerque. Shop specials and refreshments along the way.

THE COMMUNITY SINCE

1988

Center activities

CO M M U N I T Y
CE N TE R S

November 1: 10:00 a.m. group painting,
11:00 a.m. lunch club at Mimi’s Café, 12:30
p.m. Mexican train dominoes, 12:30 p.m.
crochet with Liz
November 2: 9:00 a.m. local shopping, 12:30
p.m. popcorn and games
November 4: 1:00 p.m. Dia de Los Muertos
Parade at Westside Community Center
November 5: 9:00 a.m. Echo commodities,
9:30 a.m. bingo, 10:00 a.m. coffee social,
12:30 p.m. gestures game
November 6: 9:00 a.m. Wal-Mart, 9:30 a.m.
crafts with Gina, 10:00 a.m. line dancing,
12:30 p.m. senior advisory meeting, 1:30
p.m. group painting
November 7: 8:00 a.m. Roadrunner mobile
food pantry, 12:30 p.m. bingo, 1:30 p.m. Tai
Chi
November 8: 10:00 a.m. Cottonwood Mall,
10:00 a.m. group painting, 12:30 Mexican
train dominoes, 12:30 p.m. crochet with Liz
November 9: 9:30 a.m. coffee/cookie social,
11:00 a.m. Veterans appreciation luncheon,
12:30 p.m. billiards
November 12: Center closed
November 13: 9:30 a.m. crafts with Gina,
10:00 a.m. line dancing, 12:30 p.m. crafts
with Janet, 1:30 p.m. group painting
November 14: 10:00 a.m. line dancing, 12:30
p.m. bingo, 1:30 p.m. Tai Chi
November 15: 10:00 a.m. group painting,

11:00 a.m. Thanksgiving luncheon, 12:30
p.m. Mexican Train, 1:30 p.m. snack potluck
and prize bingo (bring a snack/dish/drink
to share) prizes provided
November 16: 9:00 a.m. Bosque del Apache,
10:00 a.m. local shopping, 12:30 p.m. billiards
November 19: 9:30 a.m. bingo, 10:00 a.m.
coffee social, 12:30 p.m. Pictionary
November 20: 9:00 a.m. Wal-Mart, 9:30 a.m.
crafts with Gina, 10:00 a.m. line dancing,
1:30 p.m. group painting
November 21: 10:00 a.m. line dancing, 1:30
p.m. Tai Chi
November 22: Center closed
November 23: Center closed
November 26: 9:30 a.m. Bingo, 10:00 a.m.
coffee social, 12:30 p.m. family feud
November 27: 9:30 a.m. crafts with Gina,
10:00 a.m. line dancing, 12:30, crafts with
Janet, 1:30 p.m. group painting
November 28: 10:00 a.m. breakfast and
movie, 10:00 a.m. line dancing, 12:30 p.m.
bingo, 1:30 p.m. Tai Chi
November 29: 10:00 a.m. group painting,
12:30 p.m. Mexican train dominoes, 12:30
p.m. crochet with Liz
November 30: 10:30 a.m. billiards game day,
12:30 p.m. birthday social, 1:00 p.m. birthday dance

—BILL DIVEN

Bernalillo Senior

Old friends greet each other as the crowd from the dedication ceremony streams
into the newly opened Sandoval County Bernalillo Senior Center.

Years of effort
produce new
senior center
~BILL DIVEN

Placitas Community Center activities
WEEKLY PROGRAMS:
Monday: yoga 9:30 a.m., enhanced fitness
11:15 a.m., Age Reversing Essentrics
Tuesday: Pilates 8:15 a.m., Zumba 9:30 a.m.,
Hair cuts 9:30 a.m., bingo 1:00 p.m., Ukulele
workshops 3:00 p.m.
Wednesday: Project Linus blanket making
9:30 a.m., cards 1:00 p.m., billiards 9:00
a.m.-3:15 p.m., tai chi 3:30 p.m.
Thursday: Pilates 8:15 a.m., yoga 9:30-11:00
a.m., enhanced fitness 11:15 a.m., beading
class 1:00 p.m.
Friday: Zumba 8:00 a.m., having fun with
clay 9:30 a.m., Painting 9:30 a.m., enhanced
fitness 12:00-1:00 p.m., Beyond Mixed
Media 1:00 p.m.
SPECIAL CLASSES/EVENTS:
November 6: Hair Cuts 9:30 a.m. to 2:30
p.m.
November 7: Hispanic culture Center field
trip

November 8: Grocery Shopping
November 9: Veterans celebration
November 10, AAPR Safety Driving course,
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
November 14: Billards game day, pool tournament at 10:30 a.m.
November 15: Thanksgiving luncheon
November 17: Holiday Sale/Open House
November 19: Shopping at Trader Joes,
Sprouts, and Natural Grocers
November 20: Hair cuts 9:30 a.m. to 2:30
p.m.
November 22-23: Senior center closed,
Happy Thanksgiving
November 26: Card-making class at 12:30
p.m.
November 28: Birthday Social
November 29: Dragon Lights Festival 3:30
p.m.
November 29: Advisory board meeting
10:00 a.m.

Corrales Senior Center activities
Activities include exercise classes, yoga, line
dancing, Latin Dance/Salsa dancing, aerobics, Bingo, board games, ceramics, arts and
crafts, billiards, music, and computer and
Spanish classes. Activities vary month to
month. The Center also
celebrates
special events, and holds holiday parties,
birthday socials, dances, and informal presentations.
Age requirements: 60+ years
Operation Time:
Monday through Friday,
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Location: 4324-A Corrales Road, Corrales

ONGOING:
Open gym equipment, pool table available
daily.
MONDAYS: Bingo, ceramics class
TUESDAYS: Morning Aerobics, Spanish class
WEDNESDAYS: Morning yoga, morning computer class, Bingo, ceramics class, afternoon
Latin dance (Salsa)
THURSDAYS: Morning Aerobics, Spanish class
FRIDAYS: Bingo, ceramics class
Call the Center to check the activities schedule at (505) 897-3818.

The new senior center in
Bernalillo was a long time
coming.
"Finally," Sandoval County
Community Services Director
Anne Ryan said at the October 5 dedication ceremony.
Bernalillo Senior Center volunteer Gina Aragon wields
"Almost nine years in the
the oversized scissors to cut the ribbon,
making, and here we are."
officially opening the new center on October 5.
Seniors, officials and visitors streamed into the building after the ribbon cutting. Within a few minutes, old friends were chatting across tables,
and both pool tables were in use.
About 125 people attended the open of the 7,200-square-foot building located in southern Bernalillo next to the town recreation center and Rotary Park. The center, which sits
on 1.5 acres provided by the town of Bernalillo, replaces the former center crowded into a
high-maintenance and seventy-year-old former home on Camino del Pueblo near Our
Lady of Sorrows Catholic Church.
The new building includes an exercise room, space for classes and social activities, and
a commercial kitchen to supply meals to local members and centers in Placitas, Algodones, Peña Blanco, and other communities.
The road to the new center actually dates to the early 2000s with the first attempts at
legislative funding, said Rebecca Martinez of the state Aging and Long-Term Services
Department. The project never rated very highly but some 2009 money was forthcoming
to keep the old building in operation, she said.
From there, the continue push led to design and planning money in 2013, then $1.8 million from a voter-approved bond issue and lastly money for the parking lot and fencing.
When the first round of bids came in too high, the size of the building shrank.
"The challenges to be worth the battle because so much was accomplished," Martinez
said.
Wielding the big scissors for the official ribbon cutting were two center volunteers,
Gina Aragon and Ward Keller. Aragon is the mother of center supervisor Desi Aragon
while Keller is retired from county senior programs.

Sandoval County Senior Centers’ luncheon menu
November 1: Country fried steak, mashed potatoes with gravy, steamed
green beans, garden salad, biscuit, peaches
November 2: Chicken Parmesan over pasta, steamed Italian veggies,
three-bean salad, garlic breadstick, pears
November 5: Spaghetti with meatballs, steamed cauliflower, garden
salad, garlic toast, peaches
November 6: Baked ham with pineapple glaze, baked sweet potatoes,
steamed carrots/peas, garden salad, sweet roll, fruit cocktail
November 7: Baked Chicken breast with gravy, brown rice pilaf, steamed
cabbage, garden salad, whole-wheat roll, fresh apple
November 8: Green chile cheese enchiladas, pinto beans, chuck wagon
corn, shredded lettuce/tomato, mandarin oranges
November 9: Hamburger steak with grilled onions, mashed potatoes
with gravy, steamed mixed vegetables, garden salad, whole-wheat roll,
cake with strawberries

November 12: Happy Veteran’s Day, all centers closed
November 13: Carne adovada, steamed zucchini/onions, shredded lettuce, diced tomato, flour tortilla, peaches
November 14: Breakfast for lunch, biscuit with sausage patty, country
gravy, breakfast potatoes, stewed tomatoes, fresh orange
November 15: Thanksgiving luncheon, turkey, mashed potato with
gravy, stuffing with cranberries, green beans almandine, garden salad,
whole-wheat roll, pumpkin pie with whip topping
November 16: Fish filet sandwich, parslied red potatoes, steamed
peas/carrots, coleslaw, fruit cocktail
November 19: Beef pot pie with mixed veggies/dice potatoes, steamed
country veggies, garden salad, garlic breadstick, fresh apple
November 20: Roasted pork loin, scalloped potatoes/green beans, garden
salad, sweet roll, applesauce, peanut butter cookie

November 21: Green chili chicken stew, pinto beans, garden salad, flour
tortilla, orange
November 22: Happy thanksgiving, all centers closed
November 23: Happy thanksgiving all centers closed
November 26: Swedish meatballs, fettuccine, steamed cauliflower,
cucumber, tomato and onion salad, whole-wheat roll peaches
November 27: Santa Fe chicken, rice with black beans and corn, garden
salad, cornbread, orange
November 28: Meatloaf, mashed potatoes and gravy, steamed broccoli,
garden salad, biscuit, banana
November 29: Four-cheese lasagna, steamed Italian veggies, three-bean
salad, garlic breadstick, grapes
November 30: Chef ’s salad with turkey, ham, tomato, cheese and egg,
croutons, club crackers, fruit cocktail, pudding

Sandoval Signpost • Serving the community since 1988 • N OVEMBER 2018 • Page 33

U. S. Forest Service
extends timeline for wild

ANIMAL
NEWS

horse adoption and sales
~MARC THOMAS, USDA FOREST SERVICE
Placitas
Mothers
Day Out

YO U T H

The Modoc National Forest and Pacific Southwest Region of the USDA
Forest Service have extended the timeline for wild horses to be adopted or
sold with limitations. The new timeline will be a total of ninety days from
when the gather started (October 10). It will take approximately thirty
days to gather and process one thousand horses and the adoption and sale
period will run for sixty days after that.
“We all want to see these beautiful wild horses adopted and relocated to
homes where they can thrive,” said Laurence Crabtree, Acting Forest
Supervisor of the Modoc National Forest. “We thank all of our partners
and the public for their concerns for the horses and the environment and
habitats on the Devil’s Garden Plateau Wild Horse Territory. We are asking
for their continued support in helping get these horses adopted.”
Horses that do not get adopted will be offered for limited sale. With
these sales, we will include stipulations for buyers, one of which prohibits
using horses for human consumption. We also include requirements for
appropriate transportation, adequate space, and healthy accommodations
for the adopted or purchased animals.
The Modoc National Forest began gathering one thousand of approximately four thousand wild horses from the Devil’s Garden Plateau on
October 10. These wild horses are living in an area that can viably sustain
no more than 402 horses without significant damage to the ecosystem and
to the horses themselves. Citizens and horse advocates can best help the
horses and the environment by locating responsible owners willing to
adopt approximately three hundred of these wild horses. The other seven
hundred will be relocated with the Bureau of Land Management and will
also be available for adoption.
Partners remain integral in all aspects of this planning effort—including
finding good homes for gathered horses. In addition, the work of the dedicated Placement Promotion Committee is increasing the placement rate
and surpassing the national average. Still, we can use more help. Please
contact the Modoc hotline at 530-233-8738 or email modoc_info@fs.fed.us
to help us find appropriate homes for these horses. For more information
visit Devil's Garden Plateau Wild Horse Territory News on the Modoc
National Forest website.

Scouts in disguise with mustache whistles

New Scout troop is forming
~AMANDA GRIEGO
The Coronado Optimist Club, sponsor of Cub Scout Pack 708, has filled out an
application to the Great Southwest Council, BSA, to create a troop for youth 11
to 18 years old. This will be an outgrowth of Pack 708, which provides cub
scouting for youth 7 to 11 years old. The troop hopes to attract youth from the
Bernalillo, Placitas, Algodones, and Rio Rancho areas.
Cub Scout Pack 708 is helping the Sandoval County Sheriff's Posse and the
Coronado Optimist Club in their annual Thanksgiving Food Drive. Donation
boxes with yellow signs, created by the Cub Scouts, are being placed at the
Bernalillo and Placitas Post Offices and other locations. The donations will be
packaged with a variety of non-perishable donations and distributed to fami-

lies identified by school counselors and law enforcement agencies. The Optimist Club expects to be able to provide the turkeys.
Having completed their annual fundraiser, Pack 708 is looking forward to
another year of camping, hiking, fishing, science, citizenship, and service activities. We renew our charter each year and submit a report to the national scout
office showing that we are providing an above-standard program for developing successful youth.
For information on joining the Pack or Troop or to visit a meeting, call 8674689 (David Gardner), 507-1305 (Amanda Griego), or 867-2047 (Snow Watson).

Placitas Las Montañas FunRacer
————a big success
~DAVE KINNEY, RACE DIRECTOR
The inaugural race was held on September 22 and was a resounding success.
Thank you to all the sponsors in the Placitas area who provided their support to
this fundraising event for the Placitas Mother’s Day Out Program—KUPR Radio
and the Placitas Community Library. We had almost one hundred participants
in the 10K, 5K, Children’s’ Runs and Walks, and Doggie Walk. Thanks to all
who participated in this annual event. Next year’s Las Montañas FunRacer is
already scheduled for September 21, 2019.
To see pictures of the race, go to our Facebook page, Las Montanas FunRacer.
Each of the three recipient organizations received a check for $992.09 at the
Placitas Community Library’s Monthly Board meeting on September 18.

Las Montañas FunRacer recipients: (l. to r.) Debbie Stueber of Placitas Mother’s
Day Out, Ruth Bouldes of Placitas Community Library, John McNerney of KUPR
Radio, stand with Dave Kinney, Race Director and KUPR disk jockey.
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LALO’S
PET
PRINTS

think that dog
Shhh, but I
hat. Ha ha ha!
is wearing a

Email your animal
photos to “Lalo” at:
email@sandovalsignpost.com

“Lalo”

Excellent care for your family pet
Coronado Pet Hospital is a state-of-the-art, clean, and comfortable
veterinary clinic with a wide variety of veterinary services for total pet care.
Coronado's compassionate and experienced staff is fully equipped to
treat dogs, cats, and many exotic species with general and emergency
veterinary services, surgery, dental care, and prescription pet foods.
Red-tailed hawk with mouse

Stop by to meet our staff or call for an appointment today.
—TODD RENNECKAR

Conveniently located at
4192 Hwy 528 (just South of 550)
Rio Rancho, NM 87144

Call 505-771-3311
Open: Mon-Fri 8am-6pm • Saturdays 8am-4pm
Closed Sundays and major holidays

A N I M A L H OT L I N E
A service to help reunite lost and found pets with their people.
Lost, Found Seen: Fill in the form online at:

www.sandovalsignpost.com • Click on “Animal Hotline”
Here is “Billy.” He's a Cavalier King Charles Spaniel who first lived
with Betty Milstead in Placitas. He now lives with the Stropp
family—John, Dianne and “Mikki,” who is his Cavalier King Charles
Spaniel sister. Billy loves to retrieve and he got his blanket one
day and was running around with it, when I snapped this picture.
He is a love and is full of personality and ENERGY!
—DIANNE STROPP, Placitas

LOST:
Cat: All grey, 13-year-old male cat named “Spaulding.” No tags. Lost
at 167 Camino de las Huertas. If found, email to dscoffey01@aolcom,
or call Deborah Coffey at 586-909-2122.
FOUND:
Cat: Grey. Contact Anita Easley at 249-6687.

The Animal Hotline is a free service of the Signpost.
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ANIMALS

C L A SS E S

~ CO N T I N U E D ~

~ CO N T I N U E D ~

Sue Overley
Deb Ortwerth

In-Home Pet Care serving:
Placitas, Rio Rancho & Corrales

505-681-8653

Overnight Pet Care serving: Santa Fe

~ ART CLASSES—OIL AND WATERCOLOR ~
Beginning to Advanced • Adults and Kids
Michael Campbell Studio in the Village of Placitas.
Custom murals also available. Call 505-203-5167 for info.

sueoverley@comcast.net

Pet Sitting • Pet Waste Removal

Licensed,
Insured,
and Bonded

505-440-0875
PawsNClaws02@gmail.com
Deb Stichmann

To place a classified ad,
email your ad or questions to:
email@sandovalsignpost.com
(Includes a free posting on the Signpost website.)
For further information, visit:
www.sandovalsignpost.com
or call the Signpost office at 505-867-3810.

ANIMALS

Paws N’ Claws Pet Care

Licensed/Insured

C L A SS I F I E D S

Professional Pet & Livestock Care

Lending The Extra Paw!

Serving:
Placitas &
Bernalillo

ALL CREATURES PETSITTING. Loving, fun care.
Vacation, business, emergencies. Placitas/Bernalillo.
Call Karen at 977-0426.

Reading Tutor Available
Specializing in K-3 Students
• Extensive training as a Certified Reading Specialist
• Over thirty years of K-3 teaching experience
• One-on-one instruction based on
individualized, data-driven lesson plans
• References available upon request
Pamela Graef • 505.610.2909 • phgraef@comcast.net

NON-LETHAL SNAKE REMOVAL
~ ~ ~ Any kind of snake ~ ~ ~
Donations accepted for payment.

Call Moises—321-3600
bernalillopetcarecenter.com

A RT / M U S I C
HOUND DAWG
House & Pet Sitters

• In-Home & Overnight Pet Care
• Dog Walking Services
• Experienced Horse People
• 25 Years Experience in
Adopting, Rescuing and Caring
for Horses, Cats & Dogs
• Retired Couple
• Longtime Placitas Residents

Now Open in Placitas

CLEAN INg
CALL
505-264-2886

PLACITAS HOUSEKEEPING

Bonded & Insured

Bridget Cobb—Proprietor

Camp Pa sitive

B U S I N E SS O P P O RT U N I T Y

Where your dog can come stay and play
Offering day camp and overnights at our home.
150 Camino de la Rosa Castilla
Phone: 867-4408

STYLIST BOOTH FOR RENT—Looking for outgoing,
friendly, team player at comfortable spacious salon in
Bernalillo. Message me for more information: 450-5682.

C L A SS E S
~ THE ANIMAL HOTLINE ~
& FOUND PETS
SIGNPOST. Listings are free.
Go to sandovalsignpost.com; click on Animal Hotline.
COURTESY OF THE

Chris Livingston, Master Music Instructor
Want to learn Piano, Guitar, Bass, Ukulele or Theory?
Like Jazz, Rock, Classical, Funk? What’s your Style?

WILDLIFE RESCUE—Call 505-344-2500.
An all-volunteer wildlife rescue program to assist injured
or orphaned wildlife. A service of the Rio Grande Nature
Center in Albuquerque, New Mexico.

—“ANIMALS,” continued next column

HOUSECLEANING—Bi-weekly, Monthly
Clean-outs • Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Great rates! Call 505-818-4348
Intelligent Cleaning—“The Art Of Cleaning A Home”

Make a reservation for your pup to come play with us.

A COMMUNITY SERVICE FOR LOST

Local resident • 25 years experience
References provided • Placitas area
Lesia Graham — 448-1152 / 415-2680

Call Chris for LESSONS in his home or yours!
B.A. in Music • 20 yrs. Instructor & Performer
Certified in Early Childhood Teaching
Reasonable rates • Gentle approach to teaching/learning

505-980-4322 • Chrisguitarpiano@gmail.com

—“CLASSES,” continued next column
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ROSA’S HOUSECLEANING SERVICE, LLC
~ Family Business in Bernalillo ~
Licensed • Free Estimates
References Provided

505-379-8652 • 505-990-2053
DESERT FLOWER CARPET & STEAM CLEANING
CARPET AND FURNITURE SPECIALISTS
We steam clean wool and silk area rugs, too,
plus your tile, grout and stone
867-4493 • www.desertflowercleancarpets.com
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1988

FOR SALE:
HOMES / LAND
LYNN KOCH, CRS, 3+ DECADES IN REAL ESTATE
La Puerta Real Estate Services, LLC. c. 505-379-2289, o. 867-3388
lynn@placitasrealestate.com • VISIT www.PlacitasRealEstate.com

YOUR “GO–TO” SITE FOR PLACITAS!
27 Sinagua Road: This Placitas sanctuary has one-of-a kind artistic
touches throughout like custom mosaic tile & hand-painted doors. A
lovely open floor plan, the home is surrounded w/ warm, inviting Southwest accents & colors. The home has been meticulously maintained by
the owners. Huge front courtyard area and the back outdoor space is
spectacular with a covered patio, huge deck and gazebo—an entertainer's
delight. Large fenced area suitable for a large dog run or garden area. 2455
sf, 3 BR, 3 BA, generous 1.98 acres, 2-car garage $400,000.
3 Trails Road West: Completely remodeled home located in easy access
Placitas Trails Subdivision. New TPO roof, new septic, new tile, new carpet, freshly painted interior, new appliances, new concrete in front patio,
etc. Spectacular Sandia Mountains view. Large kitchen w/ lots of cabinets
and counter space, 2 living areas, separated Master from other BR’s.
Lovely front and back courtyard areas. It’s like buying a new home for a
resale price. 2209 sf, 3 BR, 2 BA, .8 acre, 2-car garage $359,900.
Lot 110, Yucca Lane: MOTIVATED SELLER SAYS MAKE OFFER on
this improved ridge lot w/ graded road & building site. Unobstructed
mountain, sunset & city light views. Generous 3.15-acre parcel for privacy.
$74,000.
Lot 15, Tres Primas: SPECTACULAR RIDGE top lot w/ amazing views
nearly all around; Sandia Mtn., Jemez Mtn. & the pretty Village of Placitas.
Gently sloping w/ easy building site. 2.77 acres fully improved. $135,000.
Lot 52, Anasazi Trails Road—FANTASTIC VIEWS on this fully
improved lot in an incredible location, easy building site, easy access,
wonderful subdivision w/ fabulous homes all around. Walking trails, tennis court & small putting green in subdivision. One of the prettiest lots
out there! 1.01 acres $167,800.

FOR SALE:
HOMES / LAND

FOR SALE:
M I S CE L L A N E O U S

~ CO N T I N U E D ~

~ CO N T I N U E D ~

WILD CHERRY FARMS IN THE VILLAGE OF PLACITAS—with fruit trees, vineyard and cottonwoods all
around. Five lots with underground power, natural gas,
water and cable. Great northwestern mesa views and nestled into the Sandia foothills. $82,000 each. Porter 2633662. La Puerta Real Estate Services, LLC 867-3388.

MIMBRENO
dinner plates
—$20 each.
Call
Bruce Price
(928) 246-2762

REFURBISHED PATIO HOME IN SARA'S
MEADOW—a walled and gated compound by Intel. 1280
SF, 2BR, 2Ba, 2-car garage. New paint, carpet, plank flooring and HVAC system. Move in ready. Great for singles or
rental income. Only $182,000. Call Porter 263-3662. La
Puerta Real Estate Services, LLC, 867-3388.

PRICE REDUCED ON CREEK LOT—with big cottonwoods and water in the stream most all the time due to a
spring just up the way. Power to the lot, but must drill
your own well which are fairly shallow in this area. Only
$30,000 with owner financing possible. Porter 263-3662 La
Puerta Real Estate Services, LLC 867-3388.

NEW PRICE ON READY-TO-BUILD-ON LOT—next to
the Las Huertas stream. Power and shared well stubbed
to the lot. Nice western sunset views. $59,000 with owner
financing possible. Porter 263-3662. La Puerta Real Estate
Services, LLC 867-3388.

g RO U N D W O R K :
/ LANDSCAPING
FOREVERBLOOM—A HORTICULTURE AND
ARBORICULTURE BUSINESS. Services include:
Consulting, landscape design, plant care, pre-purchase
inspection and selection. Disease and pest infestation
control. Tree appraisals and landscape restoration.
30 yrs. exp. Please give me a call—Virginia Escamilla at
505-379-8890.

Tom Mankowsky

Lic.#29769

LAWN SPRINKLERS

SANDY POLING—CALL/TXT 250-0879

Repairs / Installation • 892-7215 or 250-0301

LA PUERTA REAL ESTATE SERVICES, LLC. • 867-3388

Sandy@PlacitasProperty.com

LOTS FOR SALE

BLOOMING NATIVE GARDENS
PROFESSIONAL XERISCAPE DESIGN,
INSTALLATION & MAINTENANCE

CAMINO DE LAS HUERTAS RD, PLACITAS NORTH SUBDIVISION
—1 AC Lot w/gorgeous views of Sandias & Mesas. Almost flat bldg site.
Needs a well. MLS #885422. PRICE REDUCED TO $75,000.

48 ACRES IN PLACITAS! $479,000—19 lots with 2 beautiful ridges, located on paved road, between I-25 and the
Village of Placitas. Already subdivided into 19 home sites.
Placitas Realty 867-8000 Dave Harper 263-2266.

PLACITAS—NORTHERN NM STYLE! $449,000—
Energy efficient, straw bale construction, over 3,800 sq. ft.
with 3 BR + office, great room, 2nd living room, 2.5 baths,
2 car garage and outstanding mesa views! Contact Dave
263-2266, Placitas Realty 867-8000.

3 LOTS IN PLACITAS—$90,000—No restrictions! Huge
Sandia views! Just off paved road! Owner financing possible. Placitas Realty 867-8000 Dave Harper 263-2266.

PLACITAS—1.5 ACRES $39,000—Convenient lot in Placitas, on paved road with no covenants! Owner financing
possible. Located west of the Village of Placitas with
views of the Sandias as well as the Jemez Mtns. Placitas
Realty 867-8000, Dave 263-2266.

PLACITAS—2 ACRES WITH WATER—$44,000. Outstanding mesa views! Developed lot with water and electric! Reasonable covenants. Just off paved road! Call Dave
Harper 263-2266, Placitas Realty 263-2266.

PLACITAS—4 BDRM $260,000—Spacious 2,500 sq. ft., 4
bdrm, 3 bath home in Placitas on 1.3 acres with sweet
Sandia views! Room for horses and other animals! Wood,
brick & tile floors, wraparound deck, plus oversize 2-car
garage and 1.3 acres of mostly nearly level with no
restrictions! Placitas Realty 867-8000 Dave 263-2266.

—“FOR SALE—HOMES/LAND,” continued next column

22 SUNRISE DR,THE OVERLOOK SUBDIVISION—
1 AC Lot w/OUTSTANDING ridgetop views of Sandias, Mesas & Sangre
de Cristos. Easy building site & all underground utilities. MLS #874496.
$90,000.
CAMINO DE LA BUENA VISTA, THE OVERLOOK SUBDIVISION—
4 Lots already subdivided equalling 6.77 AC. This GREAT INVESTMENT
PROPERTY w/community water & an irrigation well has HUGE VIEWS
of Sandias. These lots offer the flexibility to be used as rental properties
and/or light commercial. MLS #901040. PRICE REDUCED TO $129,000.
101 WILD MARIGOLD, DIAMOND TAIL SUBDIVISION—
This 2.11 AC easy-building Lot in Gated Community has sweeping views
& underground utilities. Seller VERY MOTIVATED—Least expensive lot
in the Subdivision! MLS #905107. PRICE REDUCED to $70,000!!
205 CAMINO BARRANCA IN LA MESA SUBDIVISION—
This 2.31 AC Lot has gorgeous mesa views. Needs some dirt work to
prepare a bldg site, but price reflects that & is well worth it! MLS
#923324. $64,900.

FOR SALE
M I S CE L L A N E O U S
TWO FINE CUSTOM-MADE
BEN FORGEY CHAIRS FOR SALE—Reasonable.
Also for sale, very beautiful Kachina collection and
custom-built display cabinets for them. Call 867-8166.

Rebuilding Together Sandoval County
CHARITY SALE—854 Camino Don Tomas, Bernalillo
Store hours: Every Friday & Saturday 10 AM to 2 PM
Open for business and to accept donations every
Friday and Saturday. New items arriving weekly.
Deliver donations to facility during store hours on
Friday or Saturday, or contact Janice at 867-1139
or help@rebuildingtogethersandoval.org.
Donations are tax deductible as allowed by law.
We will provide you with a tax receipt.

—“FOR SALE—MISCELLANEOUS,” continued next column

NOW SCHEDULING FALL CLEANUP!!
•
•
•
•
•
•

Xeriscape design, installation & maintenance
Installation & repair of irrigation & water features
Over 30 yrs experience in native/non-native plants
Offering maintenance schedule to fit your needs
10% off for new Placitas customers
Installation from sod & plants to flagstone patios
& block walls

505-440-0875

• BASED IN PLACITAS
Visit our website: bloomingnativegardens.com
Recommended by Angie’s List • References furnished • Lic/Ins

WHELCHEL
Landscaping and Construction Co.
SAVE 10% off our already competitive prices
when you MENTION this SIGNPOST AD!
NOW is a great time to SAVE MONEY
on Landscaping, Concrete Work, Paved Patios,
Patio Covers, Gravel Work & more!
We’re specialists in Landscaping & Outdoor Living
If you can imagine it, we can create it.
Sprinkler & Drip Systems
Concrete, Flagstone & Brick Work
Block Walls & Stucco Work • Additions & Remodels
Kiva Fireplaces, Banco Seating, Outdoor Kitchens
Portals, Patio Covers, Decks, Retaining Walls
Terracing , Sod, Gravel & Planting

Call 221-8052 for free estimate
References/Pictures on Request • www.nmlandscaping.com
Licensed/Bonded/Insured/Lic. #60178
A-Rating - Angie’s List • AAA - Better Business Bureau

—“GROUND WORK / LANDSCAPING,” continued next page
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g RO U N D W O R K :
/ LANDSCAPING

H E A LT H / S P I R I T
/ BEAUTY

~ CO N T I N U E D ~
DALE’S TREE SERVICE—Pruning, removals, stumps,
hauling and mowing. 28 years experience. Dale Roberts,
505-473-4129 or 505-977-1981.

PLACITAS CHIROPRACTIC
505-620-3312
Dr. Mary Lou Skelton

H E L P W A N TE D
HOME CARE COOPERATIVE BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT MANAGER—Passion for service to seniors and
workers too. Excellent customer service skills, verbal and
written communication skills, attention to detail. Send
resume to info@nmdcc.org.

RE N T / L E A S E
Liz Ashling, CHT • The Inner Path: Shamanic Healing
Bringing People & Spaces into Balance, Harmony & Heart (Life Transitions,
Adoption, Childhood Trauma, Energy Clearing, Space Blessings & Art Curating)

505-401-1919 • lashling@comcast.net
http://lashling.wixsite.com/liz-book- (Book: “Pulling on New Genes”)

J & CO. SALON
866 S. Camino del Pueblo • Bernalillo, NM 87004

Expert Styling & Services
for Women, Men, Children • New Clients Welcome!

HOLIDAY SPECIAL!
10% Off All Hair Services • Exp. 12/31/18
Come in for a NEW HOLIDAY LOOK!
Gel Nail Polish available • Lots of color choices!
Make your appointment today!

Julie

Charlotte

(505) 450-5682

(505) 203-4611

WAREHOUSE AND OFFICES
FOR RENT IN BERNALILLO
1,088 sq. ft. warehouse with 11.5 ft. roll up door.
Three offices: 424 sq. ft.; 154 sq. ft.; 121 sq.ft.
Common area w/kitchenette. Utilities included.
Conveniently located Exit 242 or 240 off I-25.

Move-In Special • Call Katrina at 771-1003
or email: Bernalillo@rightspacestorage.com

OFFICE
BUILDING
FOR RENT

Located in
downtown
Bernalillo.
Close to the
freeway access
and local business
—An economical alternative to traditional office space—

Located at 213 S. Camino Del Pueblo,
we offer your company office space
in a first-class building, in an ideal location.
2,790 sf. • Upgraded air conditioning • Private parking

For more information or an appointment,
please call 505-771-1003 ask for Katrina.

S E R V I CE S
Yo u n g G u n s Ya r d C o n t r o l
Yard Work / Landscaping / Gravel Delivery
Tractor Work • Dump Runs • Tree Trimming

Tibetan Cranial Sessions by appt.

HOMEOWNERS’ HANDYMAN SERVICES—Carpentry,
decks, doors, landscaping, painting, tile, windows. Free
estimates. Call 505-313-1929.

Tibetan Cranial info, visit: www.atmabodhyoga.com

& More! • Placitas & Sandoval County

CALL (505) 699-4923

FEEL BETTER.
Book a massage today!

Antonio Dominguez

(505) 771-3544

Massage therapy in your home.
$1/min. + $20 per house call • 16 years experience.
Norah Harris, LMT #3503. Placitas local.

H E A LT H / S P I R I T
/ BEAUTY

505-373-7555

JUDY ALLEN, Family Nurse Practitioner
Offering ALTERNATIVE HEALTH CARE services
Platelet Rich Plasma (PRP) for
Skin, Hair, and Joint rejuvenation
"O" shot for women • "P" shot for men
Shockwave for Muscles, Tendons, Ligaments, Arthritis



SMART • AFFORDABLE • EXPERIENCED
Schedule your FREE consultation today.

In NEED?
Call WEED.



Call (505) 404-8094 • www.judyallenabq.com
5353 Wyoming Blvd NE, Suite 5, ABQ, NM, 87109

C aregiver

25 years experience
excellent references
elderly / disabled
will work in your home
Available Sun. thru Sat. • 7 Days A Week

Call (505) 220-1167 or (505) 867-9092

Placitas Del Salon

Commission
/ Booth
Rental

505-867-6361

Haircuts • Pedicures • Salon Services

Your Homestead Village Salon!

221 Hwy. 165, Ste. I, Placitas 87043 • Next to Blades’ Bistro

WANTED: Full-time Stylist, Manicurist, Esthetician,
and Receptionist. (No phone calls or walk-ins.)
Email resume to: placitasdelsalon@gmail.com

DEEP RELAXATION,
PAIN RELIEF & FOOT REFLEXOLOGY
Don’t let stress compromise your health
Be more relaxed with regular massage therapy.
Call Evelyn Clark (LMT #4354) at 505-670-5683

—“HEALTH / SPIRIT / BEAUTY,” continued next column

Check out our website: bodyshopbysusan.com
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S E R V I CE S

Adobe Handyman Services
HA
H
AN
NDYMA
DY
YM
MA
AN
N

~ CO N T I N U E D ~

I do it alll!
Tile Framing Drywall
Stucco Plaster Painting
Windows Doors Roofs
Stonework Adobe Landscaping
No
small
No job
job ttoo
oo sm
all!
FREE
ESTIMATES!
FREE ES
ST
TIMA
AT
TES!
Call
Scott
Call S
cotttt 3600-2394
40-5269

O'HARA PAINTING—Quality craftsmanship.
Professional service. Clean and efficient. Low VOC paint
products. Licensed, Bonded and Insured. Check references at: ohara-painting.com. Call Kieran O'Hara for a
free estimate. 505-699-6253 (land lines: dial 505).

• PAINTING/STAINING
• LANDSCAPING/GARDENING
• CONSTRUCTION • FRAMING
• GENERAL LABOR
• HOME MAINTENANCE
• MOLD REMEDIATION
• CARPENTRY • STUCCO
• TRASH REMOVAL
• DRYWALL/DRYWALL REPAIR • WINDOW CLEANING
DEMOLITION • FALL WOOD RESTORATION • FREE ESTIMATES

~ $99 SPECIAL ~

Winterize your Evaporative Cooler.
Full 10-Step Process.
~ INTRODUCTORY SPECIAL ~
10% Off Your First Visit!

GREAT LOCAL REFERENCES • CALL TODAY!

505-377-7488 • eligamayhew@yahoo.com

Painting by
United Services
Residential • Commercial
All Paints & Refinishes • Int./Ext.
General Maintenance
Handyman • Stucco Repairs

505.250.6646
Licensed, Insured & Bonded

A to Z Repairs
Home Improvements & Repairs
Interior & Exterior Painting
Plaster • Tile • Drywall • Stucco
General Maintenance • Handyman Services

Call Mark @ 505-404-8090
Email: handymanhelper2@gmail.com
Proudly serving Placitas and Surrounding Areas

High Noon
Pest Control
505-269-0603
• No Long-term Contracts
• Rodent Exclusion • Snake Control
www.HighNoonPestControl.com
DAVID PERKINS • LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

“ B A L LO O N S ” — S TE RE O g R A M BY g A RY P R I E S TE R

TO VIEW THE STEREOGRAM: Hold the image close to your wide open eyes and look “through” the image, not focusing on it,
then slowly move the image away maintaining the blurred focus. Let your brain work to see the hidden image in 3D.
Visit: facebook.com/Eyetricks3DStereograms to see images that change each week or visit: eyetricks-3d-stereograms.com.
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