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State encourages
primary voting by mail

~SIGNPOST STAFF

Pandemic or not, the June 2 New Mexico primary election is
a go, although voting by mail rather than in person requires
action by registered Democrats, Republicans, and Libertari-
ans.

Voting in person early, and on primary day, will continue,
although with fewer sites and social-distancing restrictions
in place. Early in-person voting starts on May 16 and ends
on May 30, the Saturday before the primary.

Registered voters whose addresses are current can expect
to receive an application for an absentee ballot in the mail if
they haven't already. This comes after the New Mexico
Supreme Court ruled state law does not allow the automatic
mailing of actual ballots to voters—even during a public
health emergency.

Instead, the five Suapreme Court justices, in their unani-
mous ruling, ordered the secretary of state to mail absentee
applications to registered voters. Since New Mexico does not
have an open primary, only voters registered with one of the
three major political parties can participate in the party pri-
maries.

Mailing of ballots begins on May 5, and those must be
returned before the polls close at 7:00 p.m. on June 2. The
ballots can be mailed or dropped off at early and primary-
day voting sites.

Current voters have until 5:00 p.m. on May 5 to update
registrations and add or change a party affiliation. New vot-
ers, including 17-year-olds who will turn 18 before the
November 3 general election also can register by May 5 and
vote in the primary.

Changes and new registrations can be handled online
through NMVote.org, which redirects to the official New
Mexico Secretary of State website. In Sandoval County, that
also can be done by calling the county Bureau of Elections at
867-7577 during regular business hours.

The county clerk’s office, which includes the bureau, is cur-
rently closed to the public, except for appointments to obtain
marriage licenses.

County Clerk Eileen Garbagni told the Signpost that the
county has approved an extra ten thousand dollars for
postage, and that she’ll likely ask for more as the volume of
absentee ballots becomes clear. She also said the official list
of early and regular voting sites won’t be known until it’s
approved by county commissioners during a special meeting
on April 27 and then by a District Court judge.

With pueblos closed by the outbreak of the COVID-19,
Garbagni said that only Sandia Pueblo and the Navajo chap-
ter at Counselors had confirmed early voting days at their
sites. Depending on pueblo participation, the county antici-
pates 15 early voting sites with 31 sites, nine of them in Rio
Rancho, open on June 2.

“We have a plan, and we're sure it’s going to work,” she
said. “We don’t want to disenfranchise anyone.”

The primary is being upended in other ways, too, as the
plan calls for 103 poll workers instead of the usual five hun-
dred. And given the public health order limiting gatherings
to five people, only two voters can be in polling places at the
same time, since there will be three poll workers.

The secretary of state is providing personal protective
equipment for those workers to include the facemasks also
encouraged for members of the public. Poll workers are
being asked to sign waivers absolving the county of liability
should they contract COVID-19 from their election work.

—continued on page 3
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Sandoval County sheriff's deputies in mid-April took time out to show support for the men and women
of the medical professions. Led by a county rescue unit, they arrived at Presbyterian Rust Medical
Center with red lights on and signs of gratitude for the medics work in keeping people safe.

Commissioners question lack of data

on virus locations

~BiL Diven

While Sandoval County emergency and
medical services have enough personal pro-
tective equipment, detailed information on
the locations of the COVID-19 outbreak
remains in short supply.

The state Department of Health initially
only released statistics by county, citing a
legal requirement to protect patient privacy.
Daily updates from the governor’s office,
however, have identified by name troubled
nursing homes, long-term care facilities, sen-
ior residential complexes, and pueblos with
significant numbers of infections.

“I don’t understand why they don’t give
other areas,” Commissioner Kenneth Eich-
wald of Cuba said by phone during the
socially distanced April 13 meeting. “They

don’t have to specifically say an individual...

I get that question all the time about, ‘Do we
have anything in our area? Do we have any-
thing here where we're at?””

Commission Jay Block of Rio Rancho said
he’s written to Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham
about the issue and noted such information
would be important for first responders to
have. Other states and municipalities have
released information based on ZIP codes, he
added.

There have been problems using ZIP
codes, however, since the numbers may
reflect patients in hospitals rather than sur-
rounding residents, Commission Chair

David Heil of Rio Rancho said. And Com-
missioner Katherine Bruch of Placitas said
there is concern it would be too easy to iden-
tify individuals in rural ZIP codes with small
populations.

Later in the month, the state began adding
data by ZIP code to its online dashboard
linked at CV.NMHealth.org. That showed
three cases in Placitas and 14 in the ZIP code
that includes Bernalillo and Santa Ana and
Sandia Pueblos.

In his update, county Emergency Manager
Seth Muller said the New Mexico Air
National Guard through the state Emergency
Operations has been filling requests from
counties for personal protective equipment.
Weekly shipments to Sandoval County are
being distributed from Fire Station 21 near
the intersection of Tamaya Boulevard and
U.S. Highway 550.

“Right now, were doing pretty well,”
Muller said. “We do have some SNS, Strate-
gic National Stockpile supplies, and we are
able to help some of the smaller organiza-
tions or even some of the county depart-
ments that have small requests, they only
need a handful of masks or they just want
one box of gloves... But we don’t have a ton
of stuff in storage.”

At the moment, no shortages are being
reported, he added.

Read the Signpost online, too

www.sandovalsignpost.com.
Mailed subscriptions are also available.
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The Placitas Artists Series Condludes ifs 33rd Season!

Eunice Kim and Xiaohui Yang
Music for Violin and Piano
Sunday, May 24, 2020 at 3:00 p.m.

Xiaohui Yang, piano

p Sail Away
Steel Art Laura Robbins

obbins, Mosaics, Ceramics
afen Melody Shatar, Fused Glass
Renee Brainard Gentz, Fiber

Tickets may be purchased:

+ On the PAS website

« At the door one hour before the show, subject to availability

« At the Merc Grocery Store, Homestead Village Shopping Plaza, Placitas

« At Under Charlie’s Covers Books, 160 S. Camino del Pueblo, Bernalillo
Individual concert tickets $25; students with ID $15; any student through Grade 12 may be
admitted free of charge with a paying adult.

All concerts are at Las Placitas Presbyterian Church on Hwy. 165 in Placitas.
www.PlacitasArtistsSeries.org  505-867-8080 info@PlacitasArtistsSeries.org

This project is made possible in part by New Mexico Arts, a division of the Department of Cultural Affairs, ' 4 4
and the National Endowment for the Arts
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from page 1-
Voting

Once the list of voting sites is
approved, it will be posted on
the county website
SandovalCountyNM.gov under
Departments/ Bureau of Elections.
Questions can also be directed to the
bureau by phone.

The plan calls for one early and pri-
mary day site in Placitas at the Plac-
itas Community Library, 453
Highway 165. Also to be open nearby
is the county Voting Machine Ware-
house at 800 South Hill Road in
Bernalillo.

Other area sites on the list include
the County Administrative Building
off State Road 528 and Idalia Road,
Bernalillo High School, and
Algodones Elementary School.

Crowded field
competes in
Senate District 9
primary

~SIGNPOST STAFF

While some candidates enjoy a free
ride in the June 2 primary, the open
state Senate seat affecting Placitas has
drawn six hopefuls.

Three each Republicans and
Democrats are competing to be on the
November 3 ballot to succeed Sen.
John Sapien, D-Corrales, who is not
seeking a fourth term in Senate Dis-
trict 9. Democrat Jodilynn Ortiz of
Placitas, a member of the Bernalillo
Board of Education, was a candidate
before a successful court challenge to
her number of petition signatures.

District 9 encompasses Placitas,
Bernalillo, Algodones, and Corrales.
No Libertarians filed to run in
District 9.

Here are capsule profiles of the
Senate District 9 and House District
65 primary candidates in the order
listed by the Secretary of State:

DEMOCRATIC PARTY PRIMARY
e Brenda McKenna—>53, of Corrales—
is on leave as a field representative

The

Dr.

Optometric Physician

Deidra Casaus
Board Certified

505-77/1-EYES

HERE TO HELP
during COVID-19.
We are here for you!

Contacts * Glasses * Eye Diseases

160 S. Camino del Pueblo ¢ Bernalillo
www.thevisionstorenewmexico.com

Open for urgent or emergency eye care. After May 15, 2020,

we will resume regular hours and all appointments.

GENERATE POSITIVE ENERGY!

With $0-down financing options, award winning customer service, and
New Mexico’s only 30-year standard solar warranty, you can enjoy peace
of mind, clean energy and savings today with Positive Energy Solar!

for U.S. Rep. Deb Haaland, D-N.M,,
as she makes her first run for public
office. The native of Nanbé Pueblo
(Nambé is the nonindigenous
spelling) sees this step as a natural
progression for someone who has
considered herself a Democrat since
the fourth grade.

Since then, she has been a citizen
lobbyist and party volunteer, has
held precinct and ward offices, and
has encouraged others to become
involved the political process. Along
the way she earned a bachelor’s
degree in psychology and a master’s
degree in organization management
and volunteered with wildlife advo-
cacy groups.

“When I look at the composition
of the state Senate Chambers, we
need more women in there and
more Native Americans,” she said.

“My background and graduate pro-
gram in organization development
are about how to make teams work

better... I'm very concerned about
our economy and will work with the
governor to be part of the recovery
program from COVID-19.”

(For more, see
BrendaMcKennaForSenate.com)

* Ben Rodefer—57—whose Cor-
rales roots date to childhood, served
one term in the New Mexico House
in 2009-2010 and ran unsuccessfully
against Sapien in the 2012 primary.
He is an art dealer, a founder of a
Bernalillo based renewable-energy
company with corporate and gov-
ernment clients, and a past president
of the New Mexico Renewable
Energy Industries Association.

“It’s really important to know the

—continued on page 5

ABR Septic Pumping & Back—Up Svc.
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Service, Knowledge, and Integrity....

Gail McGough-Madueiia,

Realtor®2001, GRI, GREEN

THINKING OF DOWNSIZING OR BUILDING A NEW HOME?

Tap my experience in home sales, home renovation & custom home
building. Quick question? Complicated question? All are important. No

cost or obligation to you. 505-228-1023, gailmm@cblegacy.com

e POWER 1ol | ENTEETl | EGACY

l 898-2700 }

FILL YOUR CART WITH: T H E

Boar’s Head Dell Meats
MERC =3

Artisanal Cheeses
over 200+ Flne Wines
for

cold Beer, Growlers, Spirits
Fresh Produce and Fresh Meat
Sage Bakery Bread

Bakery Desserts

and other Groceries

1994-2019

Located in Homestead Village, just 2 miles east of 1-25 at 221 Highway 165
Open 9AM to 8PM e« Sundays 9AM to 6PM < (505) 867-8661

SHOPTHE MERC

“J. G Maduena Homes

CREATE THE NEW HOME OF YOUR DREAMS
and your future with J. G Madueia Homes.

Integrating new technology and design, Jim creates high performance homes
with beautiful interiors and great outdoor living spaces.

Call Jim to discuss your new home thoughts and schedule an appointment
to visit our current home projects in your neighborhood.

(505) 250-2236 / (505) 867-4792 - Maduenanm@aol.com

] AWARD-WINNING / NAHB CERTIFIED GREEN BUILDING PROFESSIONAL BB
NM Lic. #57643 - Building in Placitas Since 1984

Reaching Back,
Looking Forward

A Virtual Art Gallery Exhibition

“Whispers of Eternity” by Linda Heath

May 1 ~ 31, 2020

“‘Marseille” by Tolly Hicks

Get Out Your Computers!
It's Time to Look at ART
Due to COVID-19, the May Exhibit will be VIRTUAL
Find Reaching Back, Looking Forward at www.PCLART.com

See full article elsewhere in the Signpost.

mieasites:  EVEFyone Counts!
Cen

S
3 Completing the 2020 Census
is more important than ever.

Go to 2020Census.placitaslibrary.com for
more information.

Honor a loved Mother this month
with a personalized engraved brick
to decorate the
PCL gardens and landscape.

buyabrick.placitaslibrary.com

453 Hwy 165, Placitas 87043 (505) 867-3355 placitaslibrary.com
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Brenda McKenna Ben Rdefer Kevm Lucero

Senate District 9 Democratic primary candidates, June 2, 2020

from page 3—Senate

district and respect the nuances,” he said. “What
Placitas wants is different from what Bernalillo
wants... While good policies on education, health
care, and the environment don’t necessarily require
money, the state is in crisis and sitting not only on a
$1.5 billion cash reserve, but a multi-billion-dollar permanent fund... We did not
build that up for retirement. The fund is for emergencies, and this is an emer-
gency.”

Rodefer said he went into the Legislature promising to be fearless and that
hasn’t changed.

(For more see BenRodefer.com)

e Kevin David Lucero—47, of Corrales—farms and ranches with his father on
land in the Jemez that his family homesteaded in 1905. He’s been active locally
in the Democratic Party and has served since 2018 on the Corrales Village Coun-
cil

But it’s his 27 years in law enforcement, first as a livestock inspector and now
as a Bernalillo County sheriff’s deputy, that fuels his passion for public service
and public safety, he said.

“That’s a fight I'll take to Santa Fe,” Lucero said. “I see it on a ground-level
experience every day, every day, and can speak to it with a certain amount of
authority... Let’s not incarcerate ourselves out of a problem.”

While some steps have been taken toward criminal-justice reform, more needs
to be done to provide assistance for those with mental-health and addiction
issues, he said. Lucero also calls New Mexico uniquely positioned for the transi-
tion to alternative energy sources.

(For more see KevindNM.com)

Tania Dennis Bridget Condon John Clark

Senate District 9 Republican primary candidates, June 2, 2020

REPUBLICAN PARTY PRIMARY

* Bridget Condon—29, of Rio Rancho—followed a Republican path from high
school through a political science degree and internships in the 2012 New Mex-
ico Legislature and Rep. Steve Pearce’s Washington office. After staff jobs with
Pearce in D.C. and back in New Mexico, she is now director of business devel-
opment for the Rio Rancho-based Sandoval Economic Alliance.

“New Mexico is my home, and I want to help create job opportunities and
promote economic growth so that others can choose to work, live, and stay here
in our beautiful state,” she said. “My career has been focused on bringing peo-
ple together to further grow our region’s economy, promote business-friendly
policies, and create new jobs for hardworking New Mexicans.”

She cites first-hand observations that the state’s tax code, regulations, aging
infrastructure and education system make New Mexico less competitive in
attracting job creators.

“As a Senator I will reach across party lines and build consensus, while never
comprising my core values as a pragmatic Republican,” she added.

(For more see Bridget4NM.com)

Ronnie

$ISNEROS

Sandoval County

TREASURER

www.ronnieasisneros.com

Paid by Committee to Elect Ronnie A. Sisneros for Sandoval County Treasurer

SUPPORT
AND
RE-ELECT

JAMES ROGER MADALENA

FOR
STATE REPRESENTATIVE
House District 65

BORN AND RAISED IN
HOUSE DISTRICT 65

Paid for by Committee to Re-Elect James Roger Madalena

¢ John Clark—59—was already a successful sales executive in 1994 when a
visit to Placitas sealed the deal, after researching Albuquerque as a place to
launch his own business, manufacturing and retailing window coverings.
The Tennessee native chose business after earning a political science degree
in Colorado and said, it’s now time to give back to the community.

“I'm just a super pro-business kind of guy,” Clark said. “We’re good to our
customers, and I'm going to treat my constituents the same way.”

Describing himself as a businessperson with a different view of govern-
ment, Clark said the crash in oil prices shows how the state essentially treats
such revenue backwards. As forty percent of the base budget, that revenue
should be banked and then spent rather than budgeted solely on forecasts,
he added.

Clark also said he didn’t just jump at an opening to run for office, but held
his first fundraiser before Sapien decided not to run for reelection.

(For more see JohnClark4NM.com)
—continued next page
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WWW.SODECOWATER.COM I am running for

MEMBER

y Water

%E@

assmlancw

SPA BATH POOL STEAM

MSODECO

MODERN WATER SYSTEMS, INC.

Ay 883-5061

\\ ality. NM Lic. #80039

Sandoval Gounty Clerk
in 2020 for three reasons:

o To Uphold Integrity: The Clerk’s Office must ensure the
integrity of elections — enough voting machines, no random
WATER voter roll purges, and reduce Election Day wait times for all

communities equally.
To Promote Voter Outreach: Nearly half of New Mexico
voters don’t vote. The Clerk must educate future voters, promote
‘ upcoming elections and help drive turnout among the youth,
Native Americans and other minority communities.

To Ensure Election Security: The County Clerk is your

DSMOS|S chief election officer. | have the technology and cyber security
background to help modernize the Clerk’s office to protect
‘ election results from hacking.
Learn more at... On June 2nd vote for Bob Perls
sodecowater.com for Sandoval Gounty Clerk

_//I

INTEGRBITY - OUTREACH - SECURITY

3411 Girard NE

www.bobperls.org

Thank you to the Zia Puebio
leadership for use of the Zia
Sun symbol.

SAUNA WATER TREATMENT

from page 5—Senate

SENATE DISTRICT 9 REPUBLICAN
—CONTINUED

e Tania Dennis of Corrales finds
that having been an intelligence
analyst for the U.S. government
provided a strong base for parent-
hood, creating a communications
company, working with homeless
families, and seeking public office.

“I'm used to working with people
of varied backgrounds—diverse
people and a lot of women—to be
able to go back and forth,” she said.
“I see both sides and am not stuck
between the blinders of my own
opinions.”

The Michigan native said that one
of her passions is working with the
only transitional shelter for home-
less families in Metro Albuquerque.
She also sees a need to improve
education and taxation so small
businesses can keep more of their
revenue.

“If you want your children to
grow up and stay in New Mexico,
they have to feel like they have a
good start,” Dennis said. “Lots of
taxes in the state are not making us
more than No. 50.”

(For more see

TaniaDennisForNM.com)

UP FRONT

Democrat vs. Democrat highlights
~CONTINUED

House primary ballot

~SIGNPOST STAFF

While the Republican party in the
sprawling House district that includes
Bernalillo and tribal lands eases
through the June 3 primary, a battle
has broken out within the Democratic
Party.

Rep. Derrick Lente, D-Sandia
Pueblo, who has held the District 65
seat for two two-year terms, faces a
challenge from James Roger Madalena
of Jemez Pueblo, who occupied the
seat for 32 years. Lente won the posi-
tion in 2016, defeating Madalena’s son
in the primary and being elected with-
out Republican opposition in Novem- AR \ \ X MR .:
ber. Derrick Lente James Roger Madalena

In the District 65 Republican pri-
mary, Phillip Salazar of Dulce is run-
ning unopposed. No Libertarian
candidate filed for the district that extends from the south ~ western Bernalillo, the state Supreme Court upheld a
boundary of Sandoval County through Bernalillo to the lower-court ruling that found Rep. Jane Powdrell-Culbert,
Colorado border taking in parts of Rio Arriba and San R-Corrales, had sufficient signatures on her nominating
Juan counties. petition. In November, she’ll face Democrat Gary Tripp of

The District 22 House seat covering Placitas, La Madera, Rio Rancho, who filed the court challenge, and Libertar-
Albuquerque’s East Mountains, and a portion of Santa Fe  ian candidate Jeremy B. Myers also of Rio Rancho.

House District 65 Democratic primary candidates, June 2, 2020

County is up for grabs now that one-term Rep. Gregg In his campaign for reelection, Lente lists the combina-

Schmedes is running for an Albuquerque-area Senate seat. ~ tion of his law degree, experience as a farmer, father, and

His Democratic challenger in the 2018 election, Jessica business owner as offering a unique perspective for serv-

Velasquez of Sandia Park, is unopposed in her primary, as  ing in the Legislature.

is Republican candidate Stefani Lord, also of Sandia Park. “In four years, I've been able to pass legislation tied to
And, in House District 44, which includes a portion of our community,” he said, citing, among other issues, edu-

cation reform, boosting the minimum wage and protect-

—continued next page
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Ben moved here

VOTE BEN - State Senate

Democrat & Former NM House Member | Worked for Jeff Bingaman | Twice Past President NM Renewable Energy Industries

NEW MEXICO'S TEACHERS ARE UNITED IN ENDORSING BEN!

in 1967

+Ben<

— State Senate —

i 7 . P “Ben has been such a great champion
Cg® S N ' for education, including early childhood
. -IB @ funding. Help protect our schools, our
teachers and our students during
these difficult times by voting for Ben."

Teachers and faculty from Rio Rancho, Albuquerque,
Corrales and UNM, ALL ask that you vote for Ben.

BEN IS SUPPORTED BY A BROAD COALITION OF COMMUNITY LEADERS
who agree that proven leadership and experience matter.

—American Federation
of Teachers, New Mexico

Paid for by Ben Rodefer for NM.

Ip
ou need any help
ggring these challenging
times, just let me know.
- My personal cell is
05-688-9803-
5Let's all stay healthy

and safe! _Bew

“Ben’s leadership was crucial to our recovering from the Great
Recession. As we face a daunting post-pandemic recovery we need
Ben once again to help heal our economy and community.”

—0Obama USDA Director, Terry Brunner

Ben will fight to:

End NM's income tax on
Social Security

- Get more education dollars
directly into our classrooms

- Allow an emergency option for
every New Mexican who has
lost their health insurance
during this crisis to buy into
our Medicaid program

- Block Vulcan from any further
local mining and investigate
pipeline safety

Ben is also endorsed by Former NM Majority Leader and Education Chairman Rick Miera and...

Bernalillo Town Councilor Ronnie Sisneros Lora Lucero Susan and Gary D’Lamater
Brigadier General George Franzen Steve Conrad Debbie Hammack and
Wagner Farms & The Wagner Family Tony Rodriquez Bill Kent

Corrales Indivisible Andrew Montoya Jennifer and Gary Sims
Ered Nathan Elise and Suzanne Jones Rick Thaler

Sondra and David Hammack
Joanne and Tom Ashe

Laura and Paul Stokes

Senator Jeff Steinborn

Senator Jerry Ortiz y Pino

Obama USDA Director Terry Brunner
PRC Commissioner Cynthia Hall

PRC Commissioner Steve Fischmann
Former PRC Commissioner Jason Marks
Former State Rep Eleanor Chavez
Former State Rep Nate. C'ote Stephanie and Bert Coxe
Former County Commissioner Orlando Lucero Carla and Jim Wright
Former County Commissioner Randolph Armijo  sarah Cobb

Former County Commissioner Nora Scherzinger Liz Gallegos

Lisa Brown and Jonathan Perno Lucy and Rob Hayes

John Roche

Cindy and Jim Wiesner

Beth Bailey and David Sinkus
Jon Spar

Stacia Spragg

and many others

Pam and Mike Neas
Lenore and Larry Goodell
Penny and Bill Perkins
Terry Eisenbart

Peter Ossorio

Oscar Solis

To learn more or to order an absentee ballot online, visit VoteBigBen.com or BenRodefer.com

- Expand Sandoval County
broadband internet coverage

from page 6
—House

ing cultural sites. “I've really been at
the forefront of these issues.

“It's been refreshing to hear men-
tion that my youth brought new life
and a new voice to the district.”

Lente said he considers himself a
moderate Democrat who's been criti-
cized for working with Republican
Powdprell-Culbert in advocating for
Bernalillo and jointly securing fund-
ing for town projects. While they dis-
agree on other issues, he said he
respects her (and in other venues she
has returned the compliment).

Lente also said he’s ready to deal
with the financial fallout from the
crash in oil prices and the COVID-19
pandemic.

“My first session we were dealt
similar cards, had to tap reserves,
and rob Peter to pay Paul to scrape
up a balanced budget,” he said.
While a special legislative session
expected to be called for in June will
face tough budget decisions, Lente
said that education, essential serv-
ices, and the people of the district
need to be protected.

Madalena said he is returning to
politics at the urging of tribal leaders
and others.

UP FRONT

~CONTINUED

“Some are not too comfortable with
the incumbent,” he said. “I was get-
ting calls about these issues, native
versus nonnative issues... They call
me as well to reconsider, to help with
environmental issues and whatever is
facing the state.”

A former Sandoval County Com-
missioner, Madalena holds a sociol-
ogy degree and counseled Native
American students at Eastern New
Mexico University and New Mexico
State before returning to Jemez
Pueblo to work with a coalition of
pueblos. He is a former Jemez Pueblo
administrator and governor and is a
member of the tribal council.

After 32 years in the Legislature, it
was time for a break, he said.

“I was not a radical,” Madalena
continued. “I was more quiet than
most.”

New issues have arisen around oil
and gas development and the con-
tamination of ground water, he said.
Education funding for tribal schools
remains an issue as well.

He said his health is good, and he
runs every day, although he’s been so
busy he only ran eight hundred miles
in the last year. “I've been tilling the
soil, trying to plant chile,” he added.

Phil Messuri, MS, CFP® a‘,

Certified Financial Planner® Professional { =l
Lt. Col. USAF (Ret.) —

INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT—RETIREMENT SOLUTIONS

Do you have questions
concerning various financial issues?

| offer a complimentary phone call (798-6941)

Your investments:
» How can you prepare for market volatility in the months ahead?

CARES Act issues (Coronavirus Aid,
Relief, and Economic Security Act):
* Distribution and Loan rules for
accessing your IRA or 401k

*. Required Minimum Distributions
(RMD) rule changes

» How to Reverse a Required o ST
Minimum Distribution—Time sensitive!

» Paycheck Protection Program (PPP)

» Late 2018 tax law changes
that impact Stretch IRAs:

* Your spouse can stretch but laws have changed
regarding non-spouse inherited IRAs

The conversation agenda is up to you!
Please contact my assistant, Marcia Smith, to schedule a call.

798-6941

www.NMFINANCIALSOLUTIONS.COM

6100 UpTowN BLVD., SuiTE 610B, ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87110

Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered through Cetera Advisor Networks LLC
— Member FINRA/SIPC a Broker/Dealer and Registered Investment Advisor.
Cetera is under separate ownership from any other named entity. Phill Messuri, MS, CFP®
is a Registered Representative of Cetera Advisor Networks LLC.
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ELECT

Ignacio Pedro
"Pete"

SALAZAR

SANDOVAL COUNTY CLERK

DEMOCRAT ¢ THIRD POSITION ON BALLOT

Second-Half Property
Tax Season for the

2019 Tax Year
April 10th- May 11th

THE SECOND HALF OF THE 2019 PROPERTY TAXES
BECOME DELINQUENT ON MAY 12,2020. TAXES NOT PAID
PRIOR TO THE DELINQUENT DATE ACCRUE INTEREST AT
THE RATE OF ONE (1) PERCENT PER MONTH, AS WELL
AS A PENALTY OF ONE (1) PERCENT PER MONTH UP TO
FIVE (5) PERCENT.

With your VOTE, I will make
a change for our County

Due to the State of Emergency and for the protection of human life,
the Treasurer’s Office is closed to the public until further notice. We
are encouraging you to utilize the following payment methods instead

of in-person transactions: * I will work diligently with New Mexico

 Pay By phone: 1-866-873-0944 (English and Spanish) County Clerks Association to:

= Online at sandovalcountynm.gov/paytaxes
= Drop box located at the North end of the Administration Building
= Pay by mail: P.O. Box 40 Bernalillo, NM 87004

*Drop box or mailed payments must be by check or money order.
Please include your coupon or account number.

~ Address term limits for all elected officials

~ Eliminate Social Security taxes for
the elderly in New Mexico

* I will lobby the State Legislature for
If you have any questions concerning your tax bill, please contact STO less-restrictive Voting 1 egislation

at treasurer@sandovalcountynm.gov or
by calling 505-867-7581. cr 4o . . .
¥ g * I am a lifetime resident of Placitas/Bernalillo
| know that times are difficult for many New Mexicans. | would like to
thank everyone who is able to make their 2019 property tax payments.
This will help many critical entities such as our municipalities,
hospitals and schools. In addition, this helps services such as delivery
and carry out meals for our seniors and pick up meals for students
and families as well as funding for fire & E911, public safety, mental
health, roads and the detention center.

* Political signs mar the landscape, so I don’t use
them, but please think of my candidacy when
you see my opponents' signs

¢ It is time for visionary leaders to serve with

dignity and integrity, and not be self-serving
Warm regard,

Laura M. Montoya, Sandoval County Treasurer

Paid for by Committee to Elect Ignacio Pedro “Pete” Salazar

Primary voters have multiple | State looks ahead while ~ [3 J S INE ”
choices for some offices battling virus outbreak

~SIGNPOST STAFF -BiLL DIVEN
The June 2 primary ballots features a handful of intra-
party contests, some by district, but others countywide. As New
Here’s a list of duels confronting Democrats and Mexicans hunker
Republicans voting in their party’s primary, including down in a social
candidates running unopposed for nomination to the and commercial
same office: deep freeze, the
13TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT ATTORNEY: coronavirus
DEMOCRAT: continues to
e Barbara A. Romo, Rio Rancho work its way
e Mandana Shoushtari, Rio Rancho through the
REPUBLICAN: population.

¢ Joshua Joe Jimenez, Los Lunas At the same

time, the state is
moving toward

CouNTy COMMISSIONER DISTRICT 5:

—Luis SANCHEZ / SANTA FE NEw MEXICAN

DEMOCRAT: .

e F. Kenneth Eichwald, incumbent, Cuba reopening

e Darryl F. Madalena, Jemez Pueblo businesses and

e Taylor Pinto, Cuba society—
REPUBLICAN: although when
* None that will happen

remains uncer- New Mexico Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham displays her facemask during one

CouNTyY CLERK:

DEMOCRAT: tain. of the reqular updates on the state’s response to the coronavirus pandemic.
« Anne S. Brady-Romero, Algodones Du.rmg. an April 22 The updates are being streamed live through her Facebook page.
« Bob Perls, Corrales media briefing, Gov.

Michelle Lujan

e Ignacio Pedro “Pete” Salazar, Bernalillo
REPUBLICAN:
e Lawrence D. Griego, Rio Rancho

COUNTY TREASURER:

DEMOCRAT:

¢ Jennifer A. Taylor, Rio Rancho
e Ronnie A. Sisneros, Bernalillo
REPUBLICAN:

¢ Carlos Sanchez, Rio Rancho

¢ Benay P. Ward, Rio Rancho

WQH
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Grisham said the state is on parallel paths of decision-making, one aimed at protecting people
and the other planning for economic recovery.

“These things have to be done together; you don’t get to choose one or the other,” she said.
“If anyone tells you you have to chose one or the other, it’s a false choice... You do one thing,
you bulge out a problem someplace else. You aren’t solving things.”

Lujan Grisham also said she would be extending the emergency orders set to expire at the end

of April through at least May 15.
—continued next page




~VE

Due to the Coronavirus, Jessica is urging everyone to vote by
absentee ballot in this year’s primary election.
You can request your absentee ballot online by going to the

JESSICA

EAS

DEMOCRAT

L= 1]
- L
= "

r L4

NM HOUSE DISTRICT 22
2020

NM Secretary of State’s website at:
www.sos.state.nm.us.

A link to request your absentee ballot is on the home page.

“It is important that we do not let this situation keep us from

exercising our democratic right to vote.

Please be safe and vote by absentee ballot.” ~ Jessica

Velasquez4nm.com Facebook.com/velasquez4nm @velasquez4nm

PAID FOR BY VELASQUEZ CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE, AMY NORIEGA, TREASURER

from page 8
~Qutbreak

As of April 27, confirmed cases of
COVID-19, the disease caused by the
virus, stood at 2,726, although the rate
of growth had slowed somewhat. The
actual number of people infected,
most of whom would display mild or
no symptoms, was unknown as the
number of tests was just 56,615 out of
a population of 2.1 million.

Fatalities had risen to 99, with three
Sandoval County women in their 50s,
80s, and 90s, among the latest, and
161 people had been admitted to hos-
pitals. More than six hundred patients
had been released from hospitals.

Confirmed cases were reported in
29 of the state’s 33 counties, with
McKinley County at 720 cases sur-
passing Bernalillo County’s 688.
McKinley, San Juan, and Sandoval
counties reported significantly more
cases than other counties, reflecting
outbreaks in the Navajo nation and
several pueblos where extended fami-
lies living in multigenerational homes
are common.

In other state-level developments:

 The Department of Workforce
Solutions announced that self-
employed, independent contractors
and gig-economy workers can apply
for unemployment insurance benefits
under a federal program starting
April 26. The state has not previously

DUSINESS

~CONTINUED

had a similar program. More details
at DWS.state.nm.us/ COVID-19-Info.

e The governor appointed 15 busi-
ness leaders to a New Mexico Eco-
nomic Recovery Council to plan for a
phased reopening of the state’s econ-
omy for “when we are sure that the
virus is being successfully sup-
pressed.”

e The Department of Health
launched an online portal with state
and county-level data on the COVID-
19 outbreak. That can be found
through the general outbreak site
CV.NMHealth.org by clicking the
Public Dashboard link.

* As of April 22, NMDOH had 64
COVID-19 testing sites spread among
all 33 counties, prioritizing testing of
at-risk populations like residents of
long-term care facilities, tribal com-
munities, and more recently essential
workers at grocery stores, and else-
where, who are not displaying symp-
toms of the virus. At full capacity
with the aid of private labs, the state
can conduct five thousand tests a day.
The DOH lists testing information
and sites including drive-throughs,
most of which require appointments
or referrals, at CV.NMHealth.org.

Ohdnnd

chkel LLC

Estate Planning & Elder Law Firm

e Wills and Trusts

e Special Needs Trusts

e Probate and Trust Administration

e Powers of Attorney

e Health Care Documents

e Elder Law

e Guardianship and Conservatorship

During this time, we will be offering phone and video
conferencing. We also have emergency procedures
for isolated individuals to complete documents.

Mrs. Pickel has a Master of Laws (LL.M.) in Estate Planning and Elder Law,
is the former chair of the Elder Law Section of the New Mexico Bar,
is the former division chair of the Estate and Trust division of Real Property,
Estate and Trust Section of the New Mexico Bar, is a member of the
National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys, and was a prior board member
of the Greater Albuquerque Habitat for Humanity.
She served as an Assistant Judge Advocate General (JAG)
with the U. S. Air Force before settling in Placitas.

JOHANNA A. PICKEL, LLC

Business office locations in
both Placitas and Albuquerque

(505) 798-2515

01 Ridge Court, Placitas, New Mexico 87043
4801 Lang Avenue, NE ¢ Suite 110 * Albuquerque, New Mexico 87109
johanna@johannapickel.com « www.johannapickel.com
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Bernalillo Town
Hall closed outside,
busy inside

~BiLL Diven

Bernalillo’s municipal employees con-
tinue to put in full days at their jobs,
although some are working from home
while public access to offices is limited
to phone and email.

Police officers, firefighters, and Public
Works crews have become the visible
faces of town duties, but behind the
scenes, others manage water and waste-
water services, planning and zoning, and
the internal processes that support the
others.

“I'm just really grateful they’re not
only doing their jobs but doing them
with a positive attitude,” Mayor Jack
Torres told the Signpost. “To me, that’s a
really positive aspect of this crazy situa-
tion... It speaks volumes about the staff
and how they consider themselves pub-
lic servants and professionals.”

Social distancing is in practice, as is the
wearing of facemasks, he added. An
analysis shows the town is currently in a
good financial position, so no furloughs
are on the horizon, Torres said.

The city of Rio Rancho, on the other
hand, has announced that more than one
hundred of its employees in nonessential
positions—about 15 percent of the total
workforce—would face reduced hours
and furloughs beginning May 2. How-
ever, the city would pay to keep their
health insurance in force.

Torres said the town is encouraging
residents who may be having trouble

A TRUSTED SOURCE FOR WINDOW COVERINGS FOR 26 YEARS'

Mas‘cengq qu

T b A b

NN"’**!WN

FHunterDou'
CELEBRATION of

SAVINGS EVENT

Angies list

ﬂ

505- 889-050

ﬂ :‘;Eebook =

fromthe Blis

JOHN CLARK
OWNER/OPE RATOR

|

3.

Check out our customer reviews on Google, Angie’s List & Yelp!
Visit our website! www.jcblindsabg.com - Call us for a Quote!

paying utility bills to contact town hall at 771-7120 or

771-7122.

“We're not doing any shutoffs,” he said. “Some people
are in a tough situation, and we’re working with them to

try to get though this situation.

to serve in the
absence of the

Jaramillo (who

mayor succeeding
Councilor Marian

AROUND
TOWN

The Bernalillo Town Council meeting, on April 13, wel-
comed two newly elected councilors, although both
Phillip Valverde and Sharon Torres-Quintana were at
home, participating through an online meeting service.
Councilor Tina Dominguez and most of the administra-
tive staff also dialed in, while Torres, Councilor Dale
Prairie, Clerk/ Administrator Ida Fierro, and Finance
Director Terri Gray kept their safe distances in the coun-

was defeated in the March election). Councilors
approved the hiring of a firefighter and accounts payable
clerk and awarded a $1.5 million contract for water-line
improvements and fire hydrants in the Mountain View
neighborhood in eastern Bernalillo.

Directions for the public to tune in to observer meet-
ings or comment via computer, tablet, phone, and smart-
phone are on the council agendas, posted on

cil chambers.

TownOfBernalillo.org.

During the meeting, Prairie was named mayor pro tem

Federal pandemic aid prompts
restaurant re-openings

~SIGNPOST STAFF

You can now add Bernalillo’s Range
Café, and sister enterprises, to your
dining options for takeout service.
Federal assistance through the
Small Business Administration is
allowing the Range and the Freight
House in Bernalillo, the Standard
Diner in Albuquerque, and other
Range locations to reopen, Matt
DiGregory said in a Facebook post
on April 24. The restaurants were to
begin serving takeout from a limited
menu on May 1 with the SBA money

a.m. to 9:00 p.m. They will be taking
orders by phone and through the
DoorDash delivery service, with
online ordering coming soon.

Payment can be by cash or card

with DoorDash taking online pay-
ments. When the restaurants begins
taking online orders directly, pay-
ment can be made there.

And don’t forget to appreciate

your servers!

For menus and more information

as online service returns, navigate

enough to support eight weeks of to:

operation.

DiGregory urged his readers to
support not just his places but other
restaurants, since all are suffering.

In Placitas, that would include the
Placitas Café and Blade’s Bistro, both
offering curbside pickup in the
Homestead Village Shopping Center.

The Bernalillo Range will be open
9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. daily, while the
Freight House operates from 11:00

¢ RangeCafe.com—867-1700,
925 S. Camino del Pueblo

¢ FR8House.com—588-2143,
200 S. Camino del Pueblo

e StandardDiner.com—243-1440,
320 Central SE, Albuquerque

* DoorDash.com

¢ PlacitasCafe.blogspot.com—
771-1700, 221 Highway 165

¢ BladesBistro.com—771-0695,
221 Highway 165

Jemez Springs discouraging visitors

~SIGNPOST STAFF

The normally welcoming people of
Jemez Springs are asking visitors to
stay away for a while for everyone’s
mutual protection from COVID-19.

Much of the concern is visitors tak-
ing a nature break from self-isolation
at home to enjoy the Santa Fe
National Forest, which surrounds the
community, Mayor Roger Sweet told
the Signpost.

“I'm very sympathetic; I'd want to
get out,” he said. “We were getting
hordes and hordes of people coming
up here... The citizens of Jemez
Springs are very concerned about
staying home and protecting them-
selves.”

Visitors are parking along the high-
way, blocking some driveways, and
people are gathered in groups
despite the urging to practice social
distancing, he added. Residents of
neighboring communities of Cafion,
Ponderosa, Gilman, and others also
are concerned about crowds of visi-
tors, Sweet said.

T T LT P TR Ak A R

R i B TERERE S S AR

Jemez Springs itself boasts a popu-
lation of about 250. Sweet said that
the residents trend older, adding to
the pandemic risk.

Early on, the village closed its his-
toric bathhouse, where personal con-
tact was an issue with services,
including massages and wraps. The
village park also was closed.

While State Road 4 remains open,
travelers headed north from San
Ysidro on U.S. Highway 550 soon
encounter Jemez Pueblo, which, like
all pueblos, is currently off limits to
nonresidents. Jemez Springs is
another ten miles up the road.

“Be respectful,” Sweet continued.
“If you're moving through, just keep
going on... We don’t want to be
rude. We do depend on tourists, and
we love our mountains and like to
share.”

But while businesses can recover,
it’s the potential loss of people that
has the village on edge, he said.

e —

PAGE 10* MAY 2020 * SANDOVAL SIGNPOST * SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1988




MAX VASHER

13 MARTIN RD.

ARCHITECT

custom residentialevacation rentalecustom commercial

PLacitas New MExico www.maxvasherarchitect.com

Al A

(505)615-0696

Federal crimes alleged PUBLIC
in multiple highway s aAfFETY

shootings

~BiL Diven

A second, and apparently unrelated, suspect has been charged in at least eight of
the twenty or so random shootings at an ambulance and other vehicles on and
near Interstate 25 in Sandoval County this year.

In this case, however, the suspect is facing federal charges and is alleged to
have injured multiple people.

Byron Rosetta, about 35, was arrested on April 11 and charged with assault
with a dangerous weapon and discharging a firearm during a crime of violence.
Those are federal charges because the criminal complaint cites, as its primary
allegation, a shooting on tribal lands of Kewa Pueblo.

At Signpost deadline, Rosetta, a Kewa resident, had requested a public
defender and had yet to enter a plea to the charges. U.S. Magistrate Judge John
Robbenhaar ordered Rosetta to remain in custody as a flight risk and threat to
public safety.

An amended criminal complaint and affidavit filed by an FBI special agent
lists eight shootings between February 3 and April 5, seven on I-25 and the last
on State Road 22 on Kewa Pueblo (formerly Santo Domingo Pueblo). In the
April 5 incident, a driver reported his outside mirror suddenly exploded as a
dark-colored sedan, driven by a young clean-shaven man, passed by.

Thinking a rock damaged his mirror, he turned around to pick up the pieces
and among the debris found shotgun pellets and a spent shotgun shell.

A security camera at a gas station about two miles away recorded both the vic-
tim leaving and a black vehicle heading the other way about seven minutes
later. Several agencies already investigating the shootings canvassed the pueblo,
finding a similar car and witnesses who identified Rosetta as its owner.

One witness claimed to have been riding with Rosetta when he allegedly
pulled out a pistol and reached past the passenger’s face to shoot at a traffic
sign. A search of Rosetta’s home turned up a shotgun and handgun ammunition,
now at the state crime lab being compared to bullets retrieved from the shoot-
ings.

The interviews also revealed Rosetta had been “acting up” in recent months
after an unspecified life change, according to the special agent’s affidavit sup-
porting the criminal complaint and arrest warrant. The affidavit credits State
Police with identifying Rosetta as a suspect.

In a March 4 shooting on I-25 at about 5:40 p.m., a bullet breaking through the
driver’s-side window grazed the driver’s neck and struck the passenger’s arm.
A baby in the backseat was not injured. On March 9, a bullet hit another driver
in the back of the head.

Then, on April 4, two people traveling southbound were struck by what they
at first thought was a rock kicked up by a passing car and then noticed they
were both bleeding. First responders from Kewa Pueblo, on their way to that
scene, reported hearing a popping sound before projectiles struck their wind-
shield as well. Uninjured, they continued to pick up the two injured people for
transport to a hospital.

Earlier this year, as reports of shootings on I-25 between Bernalillo and Kewa
Pueblo multiplied, New Mexico State Police organized a multiagency task force
that included Bureau of Indian Affairs Police, Sandoval County Sheriff’s Office,
the Bernalillo Police Department, the Drug Enforcement Administration, and the
FBI. On March 11, their work led to the arrest of Gunner Johnson, 44, of Capitan
in Lincoln County.

He was charged with aggravated assault with a deadly weapon and other
alleged crimes in what court records describe as a road-rage shooting near Algo-
dones on March 9. Johnson remains in pretrial custody at the Sandoval County
Detention Center after District Judge Chris Perez ruled there was sufficient evi-
dence to consider Johnson a threat to public safety.

Johnson is scheduled for a preliminary hearing on May 13. There is no indica-
tion in the separate court records that Rosetta and Johnson are somehow con-
nected.

Complimentary
retirement plan reviews.

Lucas Romero
Financial Advisor

240 S Camino Del Pueblo Ste B
Bernalillo, NM 87004
505-867-9635

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING
edwardjones.com

“AtThe Good Samaritan M. C, we treat our patients
in an integrative holistic way, by finding solutions
to their health problems, all while avoiding harm-

ful therapies. Over 30 years providing you with the

,_..-—q'ﬂj care you deserve. TS
| ¢ " o

:‘ﬁ ‘? 4 : # m&, {ﬁ’\&. N
] i % % OzoneTherapy (‘S .4 Arthritis

. Anti-aging treatments ' Cardiovascular disease

. (stemcells) /7 .I f
g/, Cancertreatments ' { Fibromyalgia
P Chelation therapy . Gastrointe ers.
| % . ”

4
- i

Savings! ==
From April 1st to May 31st, we will offer free.van transportation from
Albuquerque to the Clinic in groups of four or bigger(Patients only).

Located in Cd. Juarez Mexico, just 5 minutes from El Paso Tx. US
border.
BETTER RESULTS & LESS SIDE EFFECTS.

GOODSAMARITANMX.COM
CALL USTO GET YOUR FREE MEDICAL EVALUATION

(956) 223-9646  (800) 520-0360

o

SANDOVAL SIGNPOST ® SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1988 = MAY 2020 * PAGE 11




SELLING STATEWIDE SINCE 1946

RANCHERO BUILDERS SUPPLY

19404 N. HWY 314 - BELEN, NM 87002 o 505-864-0619 e visa ¢ MASTERCARD ¢ DISCOVER
HOURS: 8-4:30 MON-FRI / 8-11:30 SAT / CLOSED SUNDAYS e www.rancherobuilders.com

“YOUR FENCING & CATTLE EQUIPMENT HEADQUARTERS”

FIELD FENCE
39" x 330 ft., 12 %2 Ga. --wmmmremmmemmmemeeene -$121.00
56" x 330 ft., 12 %2 Ga. --rmmmeeemmemmememeeen- --$173.00
GAME FENCE - Hi-Tensile 12-1/2 Ga.
75" x 330" rolls $430.00
96" x 330" rolls: $420.00
BARBED WIRE / BALER WIRE / BALER TWINE
“American” Hvy. Ga. 2-Pt BW Commercial--$51.00
Baler Wire #6500 $68.00

‘American” Baler Twine #9600----------ve-em--. $28.50
‘American” Baler Twine #4000---------=-se-=--. $28.00
FENCING & T-POSTS

$4.00

48°- 2°x4’-100’ Horse Fence------------------§103.00

60°- 2°x4°-100" Horse Fence- $122.00

60" 4°x4°-330" Sheep & Goat Fence-----$285.00
WELDED WIRE 2" x 4"-14 Ga.

4 x 100"

5 x 100 $75.00

6'x 100° $87.00
CHAIN LINK & ACCESSORIES in stock

4 % 50' roll -12Y% Ga.---smmwmrmememammenee-$48.00

5" x 50" roll -11 Ga. $76.00

1-5/8” x 7'8" Tubing Posts ]

2-3/8" x 5'6" Tubing Posts—----—--—-—m— $6.35

60"x12' Single Drive Gate

60°x12' Double Drive Gate :
METAL C PURLINS RED -20°, 25', 30’

K} $1.00ft.

4 $1.15t.

6" $1.54ft.

%'-4'x8'-9 Ga. Expanded Metal-Std

1% x 1% x % -20' Angle

2% 2 x ¥e-20' Angle

Lumber, Hardware, Plumbing & Much More!

$57.00

CATTLE / HOG | HORSE PANELS

6 Ga. 48" x 16"-2" x 2" Sq. Utility Panel-—$73.00
34" x 16' Hog Panel $22.00
50" x 16’ Cattle Panel -10 Rod-------------- --$19.00
50" x 16" Cattle Panel -13 Rod--------------- --$28.00
6 Ga. 48"x 20'-4"x4"sq.Horse Panel $33.00
6 Ga. 48"x 20™-2"x4"rect. Horse Panel--------$42.00
6 Ga. 60"x 20'-4"x4"sq.Horse Panel $43.00
6 Ga. 60"x 20'-2"x4"rect. Horse Panel $60.00

NEW AND USED FENCE PIPE
2-3/8" OD NEW Fence Pipe 21' & 24'
2-3/8" OD #1 USED Fence Pipe 31'6"
2-7/8" OD #1 USED Fence Pipe 31'6"
6" OD Heavy Wall New Black Pipe--

STEEL & POLY STOCK TANKS
8'x 2' Poly Round $290.00
2'x 1 x4' Poly Oblong 1
2' x 2’ x 4 Poly Oblong----------------r--- -$129.00
2'x 2 x &' Poly Oblong .
3'- 9" STEEL Galv. Round/Rd-End Stock Tanks

POLY WATER STORAGE TANKS
****NRCS APPROVED***
2500 Gal. Vertical
5000 Gal. Vertical $2,675.00
10" Poly Bull Feeder $275.00
Feed Bunks wiwo Hay Racks & Feed Bunk Liners
ALSO IN STOCK:
*CALL FOR CURRENT PRICING
METAL ROOFING and accessories in stock
*R-Panel-No Paint | *Panel-Loc-Painted
*Panel Loc PLUS- No Paint

*WELDING SUPPLY

*Round Stock, Flat Strap, Flat Sheets Square
& Rectangular Tubing

$1.20ft
$1.15f
$1.35f
$9.00ft

$1,180.00

| IN STOCK: Wood Stoves & Accessories

Priefert

Ranch Equipment

Auto-Manual Head-Gate------------------ $865.00
Model 88 Calf Table $1,198.00
Manual Roping Chute $1,940.00
Squeeze Chute “The Rancher'-----—- -$2,680.00
Squeeze Chute “Model 04-Combo™-----§4,295.00
6' Arena Groomer---—---------------—----$2,450.00
Round Bale Feeder ‘BROWN" §245.00
65" x 12’ Corral Panel “GREEN"----------- —$89.00

$83.00
2'x10" Bull Gate $147.00
2'x14' Bull Gate §183.00
2'x16' Bull Gate $200.00
64"x12 “PREMIER” Corral Panel-—--—----$162.00
5 x 10" x 6' Tall -Dog Kennglg--------------$641.00
10" x 10' x 6’ Tall - Dog Kennels $765.00

“NEW"” - 60"x12' Corral Panel “BLACK"-----$86.00

MISCELLANEQUS

1-1/2" Stucco Netting-——---—----——-——-- -$56.00
1" Stucco Netting $40.00
60" x 150'-10 Ga. Remesh Roll -$76.00
8 x 20'-. Remesh Shis 10 Ga, ---------------$22.00
15" x 3’ Tumnout Gate $189.00
15" x 20" Steel Culvert---m-mremesusmemeences $255.00
18" x 20" Steel Culvert------e--e- $317.00
1000 Gal Septic Tank- Low Profile -----§1,055.00
4"x10" Sewer Pipe Solid or Perforated--———$7.99
3/8" Arena Cable Galvanized

ALL PRICING IS SUBJECT TO
CHANGE

Pandemic prompts
multiple cancellations

~SIGNPOST STAFF

With the public health emergency orders
limiting gatherings and telling people to
stay home, numerous scheduled events
have been cancelled.

One event, the Keep Bernalillo Beauti-
ful free dumping at the Sandoval County
Landfill, is still on for May 16, from 8:00
to noon. Proof of residency in Bernalillo
is required.

Dumpsters also will be located at the
town Public Works yard—>585 Calle
Chaparral—from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Neither the landfill, nor the dumpsters,
accept large appliances, tires, hazardous
materials, and some other items

Here is a small sampling of recent, and
currently cancelled/rescheduled, events:
® BERNALILLO ARBOR DAY-April 24:
cancelled
® BERNALILLO NATIONAL DRUG TAKE BACK
DAy: rescheduled to October 24
® PLACITAS ARTISTS SERIES: May concert
and visual arts exhibit to be rescheduled
® BERNALILLO INDIAN ARTS FESTIVAL-May
2-3: rescheduled to October 3-4
® Ri0 GRANDE CELTIC FESTIVAL
(Bernalillo)-May 2-3: cancelled; Edge-
wood festival third weekend in October
¢ PLACITAS STUDIO TOUR-May 9-10:
rescheduled to August 29-30
* MEMORIAL DAY (Bernalillo)-May 25:
cancelled
® SANDOVAL COUNTY PUEBLOS are
currently closed to the public.

New Mexico Senior Olympics cancels 2020 State Summer Games

The New Mexico Senior Olympics (NMSO) Board of Directors unanimously voted to cancel the 2020 Ernesto Ramos State Summer Games for safety reasons
related to COVID-19 and to refund applicable registration fees. Athletes can be assured that the Board’s decision considered many factors concerning the safety of
senior athletes, volunteers, and staff. All NMSO athletes will receive an email or phone call regarding game cancellation and can expect a full refund, minus any
processing fees. Athletes who paid with a debit/credit card will be automatically refunded. All others will receive a check refund from NMSO. NMSO will post
the official notice of Game Cancellation on the website at www.nmseniorolympics.org.

For more information on all other team tournaments scheduled for the fall, visit the official website at www.nmseniorolympics.org or call 575-623-5777.

May 2020 Night Sky

~CHARLIE CHRISTMANN

ENJOY THE STARRY NIGHT SKY « REDUCE NIGHTTIME GLARE
TURN OFF OR SHIELD YOUR OUTSIDE LIGHTS DOWNWARD

Spring is here, and the evenings are getting warmer—that is great
for being outdoors and sky watching. Unfortunately, the sun is setting
later in the evening, shortening our time before bed.

BINOCULAR BINARIES
A binary star is defined as “A stellar system consisting of two stars orbiting
about a common center of mass and often appearing as a single visual or
telescopic object,” according to www.thefreedictionary.com. Many cannot be
resolved even with a telescope. We only know about them by watching the
light from the stars change frequency (Doppler method). Many can be
resolved using good telescopes, but this month, we will focus on those that
are observable with something less than a telescope.

Let us start with an easy one. Find the handle of the big dipper. The end
star is Alkaid. The next one in is our target: Micor and Alcor. Some can actu-

ally see both stars without binoculars. Alcor is the one closer to the pole star.

Micor is known to be a quadruple system, and Alcor is a binary, bring the
total to six stars in this system, though we only can see the two. Alcor and
Micor are about one light-year apart and reside about 83 light-years away
from Earth.

Look in the East Northeast for bright Vega. Just to the east of Vega is
Epsilon Lyrae. In reality, with a telescope (100x magnification), you will see
each of this pair is also a double star. The two main components reside

about 0.16 light-years apart and are around 160 light-years from Earth.

For a bit of a challenge, try finding Albireo, the foot of the cross of
Cygnus, opposite Deneb. This wondrous pair shows it colors: the larger is a
golden orange, and its fainter companion shows a sapphire blue color. This
pair is about 380 light-years away.

Feeling patriotic? Try looking just west of Deneb for Omicron-1 Cygni.
You can see three widely separated stars sporting the red, white, and blue
about two-hundred light-years from us.

Almost overhead at 10:00 p.m. is Bootes, featuring the bright star Arc-
turus. Along the line from Arcturus, through Mirak, and neighboring the
constellation Corona Borealis is Princeps. The brighter member is becoming
a giant star having exhausted is hydrogen fuel. The dimmer star is thought
to be similar to our sun. They reside some 120 light-years from Earth.

And, finally on Bootes, just north of Princeps is the star Alkalurops. This
triple system’s larger member is a yellow-white sub giant, which may not
be gravitationally bound to the others. The other “star” in the group is a
true double system with the primary being yellowish. With magnifications
over 100x, the secondary component looks orange. All of these stars are
around 120 light-years distant.

So, that is your challenge. Go out and find you some double stars.

PAGE 12 * MAY 2020 ®* SANDOVAL SIGNPOST ® SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1988



ECO-DEAT

Diverse coalition
urges New Mexico
to protect the
Upper Pecos
Watershed

~RaLpH ViGIL

The New Mexico Acequia Associa-
tion, San Miguel County, the Village of
Pecos, the Upper Pecos Watershed
Association, and Molino de la Isla
Organics LLC have submitted a peti-
tion to the state of New Mexico to pro-
tect water quality in the Upper Pecos
Watershed. The coalition of commu-
nity members, local governments,
farmers, and ranchers is asking the
New Mexico Water Quality Control
Commission (WQCC) to nominate
portions of the Upper Pecos River
Watershed as Outstanding National
Resource Waters (ONRWSs) under the
Clean Water Act. This critical water-
shed supports agriculture and large
outdoor recreational industries threat-
ened by development and transporta-
tion, waste disposal, potential hard
rock mining, and climate change. As
New Mexicans’ health, jobs, and com-
munities are impacted by COVID-19,
it is important, now more than ever,
that the state safeguards the lifeblood
of our communities.

“The designation of the waters of
the Pecos River as Outstanding
National Resource Waters will go a
long way in protecting both the qual-
ity of the water and the local tradi-
tional uses,” said Pancho Adelo,
President of the Upper Pecos Water-
shed Association and Pecos business
owner. “ONRW protections will also
contribute to the economic signifi-
cance of recreational tourism in the
area.”

The Upper Pecos Watershed is cul-
turally significant to the people of
Jemez Pueblo, as ancestral homelands.
Since the mid-16 century, people in the
Upper Pecos Watershed have
depended on these waters for tradi-
tional land-use practices like growing
crops and raising livestock. There are
numerous acequias in the Upper
Pecos Watershed for which clean
water is vital to support local food,
agriculture, and communities.

“Agua es Vida and the Upper Pecos
Watershed provides water for our ace-
quias which are the life-line for many
of our cultural traditions and ecosys-
tems,” added Acequia user, farmer,
and petitioner Ralph Vigil. “It is
through the preservation of this pre-
cious resource that our ancestors have
maintained their will to survive, and it
is through ONRW protections that
they will continue to sustain future
generations for centuries to come.”
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Largest Country Music event in the area

Join Us in Bernalillo
Saturday, June 13th, 2020, at Loretto Park

Tickets can be purchased at Farmhousealeevent.com or my505tickets.com
Sponsored by Kaktus Brewing Co.

Proceeds of the event support 501c3 Kiwanis Club of Bernalillo and UN-17

Paid for by Town of Bernalillo Lodgers Tax
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Pecos Canyon in the Upper Pecos Watershed is one of
the state’s top outdoor tourism destinations and popular
among New Mexicans for a variety of outdoor activities.
These local users and visitors spend money at local out-
fitters, stores, restaurants, and hotels. In 2013, anglers
alone spent $29 million in San Miguel County, while
hunters spent more than $18 million. Outdoor recreation
is a booming business in the Land of Enchantment, con-
firmed by the state legislature’s creation of a new Out-
door Recreation Division of the New Mexico Economic
Development Department in 2019. It is critical that New
Mexico’s outdoor recreation industry — and the local jobs
it supports — can thrive once people emerge following
the pandemic.

The clean, clear waters of the upper Pecos River and its
tributaries are a refuge for Rio Grande cutthroat trout
and significant investments have been made to conserve
this species across the state. The area is also home to
Rocky Mountain bighorn, elk, mule deer, mountain lions,
bobcats, and golden eagles.

The petitioners are calling on the WQCC to designate
14.1 miles of the Pecos River, 56.2 miles of its named trib-
utaries, 698 acres of wetlands, and 180.03 miles of
ephemeral and intermittent drainages of the Pecos River
Watershed as ONRWs. ONRW protections allows current
activities, such as farming and ranching to continue, but
requires new activities to demonstrate that they will not
degrade water quality.

Upon receiving the petition, the WQCC will vote on
whether to schedule a hearing on the matter later this
year.

To view a copy of the nominating petition, go to:
www.ourNMwaters.org

To learn more about the WQCC, go to:
www.env.nm.gov / water-quality-control-
commission/wqcc-rules-and-responsibilities /
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WATER WELLS
PUMPS & SERVICE

f#StrandedInNepal

~KATE GLARKE

I'm back in Placitas six weeks early, having been
number 113 of the 302 people evacuated from
Nepal on a Qatar Airways flight chartered by the
U.S. Embassy. The month of March was a roller-
coaster ride of changing plans and emotional tur-
moil as the coronavirus scare took hold in Nepal
and the government began closing off the country.

First, they stopped giving visas-on-arrival. They
canceled the entire spring climbing season. Land
borders were already closed to people, thankfully
not to commercial goods. The lockdown was
announced around 7:00 p.m. on March 23—effec-
tive 6:00 a.m. the following morning—and the
entire country ground to a halt. I suddenly joined
the ranks of some ten thousand foreigners stranded
in Nepal.

I came to Nepal on January 1, planning to spend
four-and-a-half months at the Abiding Heart Edu-
cation Program, studying Buddhist philosophy,
meditation, and Himalayan arts. There were nine of
us in the program, a mini-United Nations with peo-
ple from the U.S., Germany, Spain, Brazil, Mexico,
Singapore, Ukraine, and Nepal. We all lived in a
guesthouse run by a monastery a five-minute walk
from the school campus.

I have visited Nepal six times before, first in 1988
and last in 2015, arriving home two weeks before
the big earthquake hit. I've always been a tourist,
however, and wanted the experience of living in
Nepal for an extended period of time, away from
the backpacker hostels, pizza, banana pancakes,
and shops selling trekking gear. This program
offered the opportunity to do just that.

I was thoroughly enjoying the experience, even
though it turned out to be more academically
demanding than I had anticipated. A large part of
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QUALITY COUNTS

—PHOTOS BY KATE CLARKE

We look forward to reopening to serve our clients
when the ban on non-essential businesses is lifted.

(Although, some beg to differ that jewelry is non-essential.)
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Hey, she listened to a lot of what
you told her! She deserves these!
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The streets of Kathmandu, usually crowded with people and
traffic, are empty, as a bus from the U.S. Embassy carries
ex-pats to the airport for their evacuation flight home.

me longs to still be there. There was so much more
I wanted to do on what was, most likely, my last
trip to Nepal. The other part is relieved to be home.

Until March 21, I was planning to stay, figuring I
was safer there than on an airplane or in the U.S,,
where coronavirus cases were escalating rapidly
and toilet paper hoarding was in full swing.

Nepal still (as of April 19) had only 31 confirmed
cases, and people there generally face disasters with
more calm, less panic than is seen in Western coun-
tries. I held out hope that I would be able to fly
home in May, perhaps not through Guangzhou on
China Southern Airlines, but somehow. My pro-
gram was continuing, the following week was our
break (euphemistically referred to as Reading

OPEN:

JEWELERS &
GEMOLOGISTS

892-3841

909 36th PIL. SE
Rio Rancho

(Across from
Turtle Mountain Pub)

Find us on
Facebook

Monday-Friday 10am-5:30pm
Saturday 10am-4pm ¢ harrisjewelersnm.com

UL.S. citizens line up outside the
Kathmandu airport for their evacuation
flight home to the U.S.

Week), and T had reservations at a lovely resort in
the Himalayan foothills. I saw no reason to leave.

We all went out for Saturday lunch in Thamel to
celebrate a birthday. While we were there, someone
noticed the frantic WhatsApp message from our
program director, telling us all to cancel our travel
plans and return to the guesthouse immediately. We
complied—grudgingly. Three days later, a total
lockdown was imposed. We, and everybody else,
were essentially prisoners wherever we happened
to be.

With the government shutdown of all incoming
international flights, the rumors began to fly about
how this was likely to be extended, how there
might not be flights leaving until Nepal opened to

—continued next page
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o Just Sold

Placitas food bank
filling more boxes

~SIGNPOST STAFF

As the national economy shudders and
sputters, the Casa Rosa Food Pantry in 3
Placitas is seeing an uptick in demand for [* T
its service. ' o
Closing its building to the casual shop-
ping that had been the norm for years, the
food bank has been evolving to match

current safety precautions for COVID-19. 11 ViSta Sand ia Court

S

Volunteer teams now meet patrons in the S
driveway next to the Las Placitas Presby- | 3 Bedreoms 2.5 Bathrooms 3 Car Garage 2367 Square Feet 1. 51Acres -
terian Church to load prepacked food ~ MLS# 965270 Listing Price $459,000 2

boxes into trunks and backseats.
o e elene o Call Sandi Today for a Free Market Analysis of Your Home
homes of people over eighty. Saturday

mornings at the food bank used to be Sandi iS ad P T OUd P IaCi taS R@Siden t f or 2 9 Yeal' S

something of a community social event,

for n ith social distancing, that i
El;)l: tﬁe C;):Z'Wt social distancing, that is Sandl Pressle .
“Other than that, we're still moving : 8th in the Nation for Coldwell Banker
along with precautions,” said Claire Har- ‘ . #1 Top Producing Realtor in
well, chair of the Casa Rosa board. Where ' New Mexico for 34 Consecutive Years
typically about fifty people would visit ; Proudly Serving Her Clients For 41 Years
the food bank each Saturday, that number Cell Phone 505.980.2999
recently has risen above sixty. sandi@sandipressley.com Coldwelzlggé}gl;gg Legacy

Casa Rosa previously announced that it www.sandipressley.com
no longer could take donations of food

and other items, since operations are not
set up to disinfect them. Monetary dona-
tions, however, are still welcome, and
have come in handy, as Casa Rosa shops
on the open market for items out of stock
with its usual nonprofit distributor.

“We're really grateful for all the help from the community,” Harwell said. “Everything costs more now.
Scarcities are driving prices up.” Still, she added, “We’re here for the long haul.”

Open Saturdays from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. CasaRosaFoodPantry.org. Call 867-5718 to leave messages at Las
Placitas Presbyterian Church. Amazon Smile customers can designate the church on the Charities List to
send 0.5 percent of purchases to Casa Rosa.

from page 14-Stranded Biscotti Blessings project treats many

flights coming in again, bringing tourists. That could be ~DIANE SHEPARD
August. Or October. Or 2021. I began to feel trapped.

I'joined a WhatsApp group called Stuck in Nepal—
U.S. I contacted the U.S. Embassy. I briefly had a flight
scheduled on Qatar Airways that was canceled,
rebooked, and canceled again. The Crisis Cell of the
Nepal Tourism Board deserves huge kudos for their
amazing job of putting out accurate, timely information
and for arranging transport for many trekkers stuck far
outside the city.

Embassies began chartering flights for their citizens.
My German and Spanish colleagues went home. Our
Nepali student managed to get a bus the day before the
lockdown to return to her village in the mountains. My
program made plans to have classes online.

Finally, the U.S. Embassy scheduled a flight for March
31. Iindicated my extreme desire to be on that plane. For
once, being older has its advantages. They gave 65 and
over people some priority. My anxiety level was high for
two days, waiting for confirmation. I repacked my bags
for the third time.

Luckily, my program knew a reliable taxi driver who
wasn’t afraid to brave the police roadblocks and took me
to the pickup point in Thamel. The embassy staff did a
great job, things went smoothly, and I landed in Wash-
ington D.C. about 1:00 a.m. EST.

Back in Placitas, I'm done with the two-week quaran-
tine, continuing with my classes, now downloaded audio
files, and wondering if I'll ever return to beautiful,
chaotic, polluted, colorful, entrancing Nepal.

What started off as an effort to
stay in touch with members and
friends on the Deacon’s Prayer
List evolved into a project to
stay connected with all Las
Placitas Presbyterian Church
(LPPC) members and friends.
Cheryl Ferrell, Master Baker,
came up with an idea to make
some pastries, and together we
spearheaded an effort to make
Biscotti and distribute packages
to 127 LPPC households—thus
became the “Biscotti Blessings”
project.

Baking, packaging, organizing
deliveries, and just visiting with
friends (from a distance) became a
fun and social activity. Adding an
Irish poem to the mix and a note of
friendship and grace, The Deacons
went to work and managed to connect with almost all LPPC members and friends. There are
still a few deliveries to make but, for now, the Deacons have visited over ninety homes.

The response was overwhelmingly positive as friends visited and caught up on local news
and activities, one of which, was the installation of the Church’s new septic system (now in
progress).

This has been a fun and delicious project, so until we all meet again, continue to communi-
cate, call, Zoom, FaceTime, and socially connect—from a distance.

Biscotti Blessings delivery
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* Women'’s Health

Medicine

Health Services

* Prenatal Services
 Comprehensive Family

Accepting New Patients

« Same Day Appointments
» Family Planning
* Behavioral Health

Steven L. Hartman, MD, Medical Director
Rachel Rankin, MD ¢ Rachel Marzec, FNP-PMHNP
Felina Ortiz, CNM ¢ Rebecca Casalino, CFNP
Brie Anaya, CFNP « Marissa Cortes Mendez, CFNP, CNM
Tamara Righettini, CFNP « Stephen V. Roper, CFNP
Jennifer Webb, LPCC « Madeleine Stevens, LPCC
Sandra Fortier, LCSW

Participating providers for all
major health insurance plans

Friday 8 am—5 pm

Serving Bernalillo and the surrounding area for over 40 years

CALL 505-867-2324

Monday 8 am—5 pm ¢ Tuesday 8 am—5 pm
Wednesday 8 am—8 pm ¢ Thursday 8 am—5 pm

121 Calle Del Presidente
Bernalillo, New Mexico 87004

—ARi LEVAUX

A brand new farmstand sits on a dirt road on the out-
skirts of Huson, Montana, population 210. Out of the
way does not begin to describe its location, even by
Huson standards. Tracy Potter-Fins, owner of County
Rail Farms, sets out the offerings for the farmstand’s
second day of business. Day #1 had resulted in one
sale, thanks to Potter-Fins’ post on Nextdoor, the neigh-
borhood based social network.

“She got onions, she got kale starts, she got carrots,
she was psyched,” Potter-Fins recounts, according on
the customer’s follow-up post on Nextdoor.

Prices are listed at the farmstand, but a sign says to
pay as much as you can. In small town Montana, that
often isn’t much. The original idea, first proposed by
her employee Arlyce Rosko last summer, was to offer
unsold produce to the local community at a steep dis-
count.

“We want to get as much food into the hands of low-
income people as we can without hurting our busi-
ness,” Potter-Fins says.

Thanks to the pandemic, Potter-Fins’ marketing plan
remains fluid, and her farmstand could play a crucial
role beyond its original job as discount surplus liquida-
tion site. From a social distancing perspective, that first
sale could not have gone better. The customer came,
shopped, and left without any face-to-face or hand-to-
hand interactions. In addition to being an unstaffed
point of sale, the farmstand will also be a drop-off point
for online orders, and perhaps more, depending on
how the season unfolds.

Consumers of fresh veggies, meanwhile, are also
weighing their options. For numerous virus-related rea-
sons, many are looking to take a more active role in
their food supply chains. Some are stockpiling canned
goods, while others don’t want to go anywhere near a
supermarket. Many are preparing to grow their own, or
doubling down on their local food networks.

Many people finally have the time to dig that garden
or build that chicken coop. But the only hitch is if you
want an actual chicken for that coop, or seeds for that

Flash in the Pan—Find your farmstand

garden, you'll have to wait. Chicken hatcheries are
about a month behind the backlog of orders, and
seed companies are behind as well. Some have
stopped taking new orders until they catch up.
Johnny’s Seeds, the lion in the family farm seed
space, has suspended sales to non-commercial
growers.

Vegetable farms like County Rail, meanwhile, are
preparing for farmers markets that may or may not
be busy, or even open, and restaurant accounts that
may or may not exist. “Most of us don’t know what
for sure to do right now,” Potter-Fins says. “We don’t
know if we will be able to sell our food, or if people
will be able to pay for it. We're looking at all the differ-
ent ways that might work to get food into the commu-
nity.”

At Frank’s Little Farm in nearby Missoula, the Road-
side Stand is as old as the farm itself. After building a
farmstand on another farm, Frank’s co-owner Sean
McCoy built his own on newly purchased land in 2014.
McCoy loves that farmstand. “The idea is to have
something available seven days a week, dawn to dusk,
with no staffing cost. We stock it, and people come
serve themselves.”

Frank’s Little Farm is named in honor of slain Mon-
tana labor activist Frank Little. The Roadside Stand has
a locked cash box and an unlocked change box with a
bunch of dollar bills. They also accept Venmo. “The
honor system works well, because most people are
honest.”

Nobody has any idea how the summer will play out.
But as long as the honor system holds, neighborhood
farmstands could become important links in many
new food supply chains—with or without a global
pandemic.

“I don’t know anyone who has put up a stand and
not done well with it,” Potter-Fins said. The hardest
part is letting them know you exist. “It will be interest-
ing to see if we get any traffic.” To augment her new
internet ordering system and other advances online,

I
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Potter-Fins also has a local marketing plan. “I'll put a
sign at the communal mailboxes, letting people know
we are here, and one at the bar,” she says.

In Huson, Montana, that counts as total saturation.

FINDING YOUR FARMSTAND:
A good farmstand can require detective work to locate.
Here are some rules of thumb to help in your search.

Call any local farmers you know how to contact, and
check in. Find out what their plans and outlooks are.

Go to the website for your local farmers market, and
scan the list of vendors for any you recognize. Hope-
fully there will be contact info. If not, look them up.

Look for chat rooms, email lists, twitter accounts, or
local online resources. Type the keyword “farmstand”
into any search field you can find.

In each of the conversations inspired by the steps
above, ask about farmstands. Do they have one? Do
they know of any? Do they know anybody who might
know?

This is the way to not just find a farmstand, but to
find your way around your own personal food net-
work. And even if the search doesn’t end in an actual
farmstand, hopefully you will have still found what
you are looking for.

Ari LeVaux writes from Missoula, Montana, though a
big piece of his heart haunts the hills, washes, and ditches of
Placitas, where he spent three dreamy years. His column
appears nationally in more than 70 newspapers.
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Crafty Placitas group fighting |'| C ﬂ |_T |'|
pandemic one mask at a time

~BiLL Diven

The rich and ancient tradition
of mask-making came to
Placitas this year not for
entertainment and cultural
rituals but on the heels of a
national emergency.

In the early days of the
COVID-19 outbreak, late Feb-
ruary into early March, it
became obvious that the
demand for protective face-
masks for medical personnel
and others far outstripped the
supply. As the call went out
across the country, volunteers
turned to their sewing
machines.

While they couldn’t produce
respirator-quality N-95 medical
masks, they could sew cotton
masks that still offered some
level of protection and are
intended to be washed and reused.

“I was a quilter for many years and so have all my
quilting supplies and skills,” Connie Falk of Placitas
told the Signpost. “That’s why I jumped on this
when I saw the first mask-making video, I think on
Facebook, and I'm like, ‘Oh, I can do that.””

Falk, professor emeritus of agricultural economics
at New Mexico State University, spread the word
through email to women in an activist group to
which she belongs.

Then, KOB-TV, on March 22, reported on mask-
making in the “quaint suburb of Placitas” and inter-
viewed Falk. The story focused on artists involved
in the cancelled annual Placitas Studio Tour (now
rescheduled to August 29-30) combining their skills
to make masks for healthcare workers.

Donations of materials suddenly began flowing
until Falk said she was overwhelmed. That’s when
Donna Dowell, a neighbor on Falk’s email list,
dropped by.

“Once I got to Connie’s house, I saw she just had
yards and bolts and bolts of material and realized
we needed to get organized if we were going to
make use of this resource,” Dowell said. “We
needed to get an army together.”

So, Dowell, a nurse family practitioner and media
coordinator for the statewide Health Security Cam-
paign, plowed into organizing. Falk led the produc-
tion army, as the team of women and men grew to
around fifty people, about half of them sewing by
machine or stitching by hand.

Just as important were the folks handling other
tasks: washers, cutters, ironers, those assembling
mask kits, and a driver delivering finished masks
who roamed as far afield as Window Rock, Arizona,
capital of the Navajo Nation. By early April, the
team was producing five hundred masks a week.
Through requests and connections, those were
donated to hospitals, law enforcement, pueblos, and
organizations with the priority being for health care
providers.

“Everybody is so desperate,” Falk said.

By late April, the team had produced more than
three thousand masks in just under a month and
with a few additional people was completing those
at a rate of 750 to one thousand a week.

“At the end of the quarantine, we'll have a great
masked ball,” Falk added.

The Placitas group calls itself Sandoval Maskmak-
ers—Stopping the Spread of Coronavirus: One Mask
at a Time. Other smaller groups are operating inde-
pendently in Placitas, although some merged into
Sandoval Maskmakers.

Margaret Bruch and Alfons Schuster take a break for the camera
during their production of fabric facemasks as part of the
Sandoval Maskmakers group. The Placitas group of about 50 sewers
and supporting players produced 3,000 masks in its first month.
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Soft Opening: May, 2020

Call to schedule your
Private Appoéntmmt.

3 Homesteads Rd, Suite D - Placitas, NM 87043

(505) 867-6361 - PlacitasDelSalon@gmail.com
website: PlacitasDelSalon.info
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Placitas Dental P.C

P Raoha@l Tingen, DMD

Open\ﬁlnpday (8:30-4) and
Tuesday-Thursday (8-5)

For the best general dentistry

Call us for an appointment today!

~ 505.771.1122

3 Homesteads Rd., Ste. B
\ Placitas, NM 87043
i

A'little cotton and elastic goes
a long way toward limiting
the spread of coronavirus.

And they’re not alone, as the spread of the coron-
avirus and the resulting COVID-19 illness revealed
an extensive national shortage of medical protective
gear. Hospital staff have found themselves forced to
reuse gowns, masks, and gloves as national stock-
piles dwindled and disruptions in supply chains
limited manufacturing.

The N-95 respirator mask, which was not
intended for decontamination and reuse, derives its
name from being able to keep out 95 percent of the
tiny microbes causing COVID-19. By some esti-
mates, the fabric masks are around sixty percent
effective.

The national Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention recommends the cloth masks for use by the
public, especially in disease hotspots and when vis-
iting places like grocery stores and pharmacies,
where social distancing may be difficult. While the
fabric masks do offer the wearer some protection,
they more particularly keep people who may have
the disease and not know it from transmitting it to
others.

Mask patterns vary but generally involve two rec-
tangular pieces of cotton or quilting fabric sewn as
two layers, sometimes pleated to expand on wear-
ing, and two elastic bands to fit around and behind
the head. The Placitas group has used pipe cleaners
and rubber-covered garden ties for nose bridges.

The CDC website—CDC.gov—section on Coron-
avirus Disease 2019 includes, under How to Protect
Yourself, patterns for cloth face covers, including
methods that don’t require sewing.

Additionally, WeNeedMasks.org lists, by state,
places needing masks and the types needed. At this

writing, in New Mexico, requests are for surgical-
style and Olson masks, which contain a pocket for
holding a filter.

At Signpost deadline, health departments around
the country were still calling on local volunteers to
produce masks for emergency and other essential
workers. In the Winston-Salem, N.C., three friends
saw their sewing effort mushroom into two thou-
sand volunteers who produced 25,000 masks,
according to an April 20 report in the Winston-Salem
Journal.

And with stay-at-home orders around the country,
people with sewing machines have been making
masks, some with imaginative designs including
animal snouts, for family and friends. A Mask
Maker Leader Board on the website of Albuquerque
fabric store and quilt shop Hip Stitch lists more than
one hundred individuals and small groups produc-
ing from a dozen to hundreds of masks, some des-
tined for homeless shelters.

In mid-April, the New Mexico state government
reported it has pursued hundreds of orders for per-
sonal protective equipment, coming up with nearly
99,000 N-95 masks as well as face shields, gowns,
gloves, and surgical masks. Beyond hospitals, first
responders, and local and tribal governments, some
of those have gone to nursing homes, hospice, shel-
ters, and long-term care facilities.

Meanwhile, Placitas Maskmakers was receiving
more requests than they could fill. Donations of fab-
ric, one-eighth-inch to one-quarter-inch elastic, cloth
ties, and cash are still are being accepted.

Inquiries about the mask-making can be directed
to Falk at cfalk@nmsu.edu, while Dowell is han-
dling questions about donations at
dowelldirect@gmail.com.
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La Puerta is proud to represent these fine custom home builders:

ENCHANTED

I B SPACES

YOUR LOCAL BUILDER

505-331-2288

!
Vineyard Homes
505-235-5225

www.vineyardhomesnm.com

=ECOterra
. 505.018.8476

ecoterrallc.com

o ==
/N )1
=8 / /4

‘K —/\-

HOMES BY
HOSTETLER

— T

F)O[iﬂi%' Custom Homes s> !
jﬁO;SL:E?SO—j518O 505-867-7491

As the impact of COVID-19 becomes clear, we at

La Puerta Real Estate Services are taking active measures to protect the
well-being of our agents, clients, guests, and the community at large,
while also ensuring that we will continue to meet your real estate needs.

Annette Ackerman  Owner/Qualifying Broker
Nicole Ackerman e Associate Broker
Michael Cecchini ¢ Associate Broker

Porter Dees  Associate Broker, CRS

Julie Denison e Associate Broker

Paige Diamond  Associate Broker

Hannah Garcia ® Associate Broker

Robert Garcia » Associate Broker

Mark Parker » Associate Broker

Gail Pestana » Associate Broker, ABR
Jennise Phillips e Associate Broker

Randall Phillips » Associate Broker

Ted Plummer » Associate Broker

Sandy Poling © Associate Broker, ABR, e-PRO
Mindy Prokos e Associate Broker, ABR
Wendy Salazar » Associate Broker

Trey Young e Associate Broker

Larry Walden e Associate Broker

La Puerta Real Estate
Services, LLC

One Ridge Court
Placitas, NM 87043

505-867-3388
www.LaPuertalLLC.com

Visitourwebsitefor ~ [w] EI
current info:
www.lapuertalic.com  [w] 4T

Notary Services

CALL FOR APPOINTMENT

505-867-7461

Porter Dees 505-263-3662
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=2 g
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¥

Placitas and Beralillo real

_estate for over 3 decades

means local knowledge
and experience

working for you.

One Ridge Court
Placitas, NM 87043

I { la puerta
505-867-3388

nnnnnn Your Gareway Home~

s

Need to down size your home
or need more room
for your growing family?

| would love to
help you. Let me
put my 30+ years
of experience to
work for you.

Julie Denison
Mobile: 505-264-1493 m Direct: 505-867-7494
julieplac@aol.com = www.PlacitasCasitas.com

One Ridge Court - Placitas, NM 87043
\
\

505-908-1057

PSd, Litd
Mortgage
Broker

Johanna A. Pickel, L.c

ESTATE PLANNING & ELDER LAW FIRM
505.867.7472

One Ridge Court - Placitas, NM 87043

Personalized Service
& Responsiveness!

Vista Del Mundo, 178 acres - $750,000

Individual Lots Now Being Offered Starting At
$65,000.00. Please Call Trey For Details

This land can be purchased
as 178 acres or in smaller
parcels. This tract of
paradise has Incredible 360
degree views. There is a
great well on the property
that is a 5 parcel well share. Designed and platted
with generous lot sizes. This property is close to
recreation opportunities.

Vista Del Mundo, 114.55 acres - $250,000

Vista Del Mundo, Tract R is
one of the last large tracts
of land available in Placi-

tas. This tract of paradise

has Incredible 360 degree
views from Cabezon Peak
to the majestic mesas and mountain views.

1 can seLL vours Too JEV%

When You're Looking for Results, Call

Harold E.“Trey” Young

505-681-9655 » ty06@comcast.net

LA PUERTA REAL ESTATE SERVICES, LLC + 505 88 ONE RIDGE COURT = PLACITAS, NM 87043

£ FARMERS

INSURANCE

Debbie Navarro's Insurance Agency

BUS. 505-867-7479
dnavarro@farmersagent.com

AUTO HOME  LIFE . BUSINESS
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Michael Cecchini

Associate Broker

1 Gila Court - $799,600
3 BR, 3BA, 3,724 sf, .76 acres

Tranquility only minutes from ABQ! Mountain and
desert vistas from every window. SW and Old
World architectural styles blended with current
amenities. 3 BR + Office, 3 BA home. Gourmet
center island kitchen w/ Thermador appliances,
full-size range + built-in oven, wine fridge, prep
area + sink, 2 dishwashers, custom dry bar +

mike@mikececchini.com

more. Finishes include Diamond Plaster, Travertine and tile throughout. Natural light
and stacked stone highlight the deep spa tub and all-tile shower in the master suite.
Perfect for 4 season outdoor living w/ stone fire pit, hot tub + shade trees. Grow
your own food in the backyard orchard of mature, fruit-bearing trees.

LA PUERTA REAL ESTATE SERVICES, LLC * ONE RIDGE COURT = PLACITAS, NM 87043 » B05-867-3388 » WWW.LAPUERTALLC.COM

5059188476

Broker

Mindy Prokos

Associate Broker ABR®

22 Year Placitas Resident

505400-6488

mindy@Ilapuertallc.com -
www.relocate2NM.com ——

On Market: Sold:
31 Apache Mesa 12 Pueblo Bonito
$797,000 - Ultimate in $439,500
Luxury Living
3 - 4 Bedrooms, 26 Hg:;g%eoLoop
4 Baths "

Construction begins on additions to Placitas Library

—BiLL Diven

Anyone who’s built a home in Placitas, or trenched
for a water line, knows that surprises lurk beneath
the ground.

“As sometimes happens in New Mexico, we ran
into a big rock,” said Doris Fields, Ph.D., board
chair of the Placitas Community Library (PCL). On
the plus side, finding the rock, and then another
and another, means construction of the library addi-
tion is underway.

“I've been going down just about every day, sev-
eral times a day,” she continued. “It was glee, look-
ing at them digging a hole and tearing out concrete.
It's very exciting.”

Fields was describing the demolition phase of the
project that removed the patio behind the library.
Fields took over chairing the PCL board of directors
in January, succeeding Ruth Bouldes, who led the
board during its fundraising campaign the past
three years.

By late April, two weeks into the nearly $900,000
job, the crew from Anissa Construction Inc. of Albu-
querque had cleared the patio site, trenched its east
and north edges, and was installing concrete forms
for the stem wall. New space there includes a chil-
dren’s area and the library office.

Around the corner, on the west side, others in the
crew were working on the covered breezeway that
will be enclosed to become a reception, reading,
and gallery area. That space will open into an addi-
tion, extending into the dirt parking area to create a
significantly larger meeting and event space.

“We have a good contractor, too, and the archi-
tect, everybody,” Fields said. “It's a good team,
which I think is what will make this project go very,
very well.”

The expansion adds nearly 2,700 square feet,

2=

SANDOVAL SIGNPO

12 Year Placitas Resident

newmexmark@gmail.com
www.markparkerhomes.com

Be Well & Stay Safe!

Sacred Path Land -

CONNECT WITH US. TEXT OR CALL WE DO [T ALL!

LA PUERTA REAL ESTATE SERVICES, LLC « ONE RIDGE COURT « PLACITAS, NM 87043 » 505867-3388 « WWW.LAPUERTALLC.COM
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Mark Parker

Associate Broker

505-554-5966
Mobile:

JenniseP@aol.com
Under Contract: @
16 Tres Primas >
9485,000 S
i Meadows Ct. &
6,000 -

$50,000 La puerta

Jennise
Phillips

Associate

505-867-7481

505-331-2288

$589,000 - 4 Calle Cienega

Santa Fe charm in

a custom home on
Placitas. Great views
of colorful mesas
providing maximum
privacy on 1.41 acres.
Enter through the protective front courtyard
gates to a hand carved front door. Authentic
adobe walls, wood beams accent the living and
formal dining rooms.

$575,000 - 281 Star Meadow Road

Santa Fe style custom
home, Green Built

NM Parade of Homes
Winner designed with

downsizing in mind.

Placitas premiere

gated community, Diamond Tail Ranch, adjacent
to wildlife corridor, BLM, & pueblo lands offering
Mountain View's & star gazing.

$699,000 - 35 Anasazi Meadows

An Enchanted Spaces

Masterpiece. “Where

Scottsdale meets New

Mexico” The latest in

innovation and design

the finest finishes available. Placed on the lot to
perfectly to capture every view from every room.
Maximum privacy on the 4.4 acre lot.

Your Gateway Home Be Safe, Be We”, Be Kind

LA PUERTA REAL ESTATE SERVICES, LLC * 505-867-3388 ONE RIDGE COURT * PLACITAS,NM 87043

expanding the current building, opened
in 2009 at 453 Highway 165, by eighty
percent.

The target for completion is January,
2021. While the independent community
library received some state assistance for
the project, the library relies heavily on
local support, including a successful
capital campaign for the building addition.
Donations for furnishings are still being
accepted, as is support for ongoing opera-
tions.

“Our funding source really is the commu-
nity for the most part,” Fields said.

Meanwhile, the library building has been
closed since March 14 under state public
health orders related to the pandemic emer-
gency. So, for now, it operates remotely, providing
online services like e-books, access to some sub-
scription materials, and responding daily to email
queries on how to access those, and other, ques-
tions.

Services are available to library patrons, with the
PCL website being updated to handle online appli-
cations for library cards. The public Wi-Fi internet
connection remains active in front of the building,
and the labyrinth is open for socially distanced
walking and contemplation. (For more information
on services and the building expansion, visit
PlacitasLibrary.com)

Library Director Tim Blevins said that while he
can help people set up computer, tablet, and smart-
phone access, a gap in services remains for those
who don’t have such devices. One thing made clear
in the incoming emails is that Placitas misses its
library, he added.

_——
e
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it all together,” Fields said.

= = . AELY : i |

The patio on the north side of the Placitas Community Library
is gone as the crew from Anissa Construction works on the
stem wall for the part of the building addition. The breezeway
and wall in the background will be incorporated in the

addition on that side of the building.

“What’s so ironic about this time is people have
time to read and either watch DVDs or take advan-
tage of all the resources that are in this building, yet
we can’t make those available,” Blevins said.
“That's frustrating for our patrons; it’s frustrating
for us... The encouraging words are people are
really, really anxious for us to reopen.”

As the public health orders allow, the library
likely will open in phases perhaps starting with
curbside services, he added.

The construction project launched without fanfare
as state-ordered closures shut the library on March
14 and scuttled plans for a groundbreaking cere-
mony. Everyone attending was to receive tiny com-
memorative shovels, Fields said.

While the state orders are not impeding construc-
tion progress, for now it’s wait-and-see on any
plans to celebrate opening the addition.

“Let’s hope we're able to meet and actually enjoy
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“=““1 The Best Art in New Mexico
is in Placitas!

PRACTICE SOCIAL DISTANCING.
VISIT OUR 94 ON-LINE GALLERIES.

a®
3c)
>

—
WWW.PLACITASARTISTS.COM

2020 Placitas Studio Tour
rescheduled for August

~Nancy HoLLev Vo, | S R
2

Due to COVID-19, the 2020 Placitas Studio Tour (PST) has been tentatively rescheduled THIN KING OUTSIDE THE BACHS

for August 29-30, depending on the status of the Stay at Home order. © 2011 G.Leichner

Traditionally held, for the past twenty-two years, over Mother’s Day weekend, the
Placitas Studio Tour is having a virtual sale. Most of the sixty participating artists of this
year’s tour will be listing a special item for sale for Mother’s Day on the tour’s Facebook  participating artists for the 2020 PST are listed with their contact

page and you can still purchase directly from the artist. information.
Visit the Placitas Studio Tour’s Facebook page and support your local artists at: The Placitas Studio Tour appreciates the continued support from
www.facebook.com /PlacitasArtists / ?ref=bookmarks. our wonderful community, our sponsors, and the artists that inspire
Also visit the tour’s beautiful website at www.placitasstudiotour.com, where all the us all.

New book by local poet Larry Goodell

~SIGNPOST STAFF

A new book from Placitas poet Larry Goodell is now ready
for purchase. Commons—Poems 2017-2019, is available at
Bookworks—4022 Rio Grande Boulevard NW—and
Organic Books—111 Carlisle Boulevard SW—or online at
www.larrygoodell.com.

As in previous recent books, the poet includes many of his
drawings interspersed with the poems. It includes “Earth in
Oligarchal Grip” 2017 poems, “Thunder” 2018 poems, and

“Early Riser” 2019 poems. I COULDN’T LIE
John Nichols, author of Milagro Beanfield War, wrote about I remember one day thinking
the book: “You got moxie, humor, politics, and you're crazy % I couldn’t lie, not just wouldn’t,
like a dancing Fox!” that somehow it would violate
Anne Waldman wrote: “A personal vocal mythology of my very essence of being.
New Mexico expressed in songs of words.” If you don't lie think what a

precious good person you are.
And what a practical good asset
that can be in love, in friendship
in just self reflection
NOT CAMPING and open evaluation
and shouldn’t we all

Three poems from Commons—Poems 2017-2019, by Larry Goodell:

It’s so depressing. It’s awful

to not carry water in your hands be s0?
to not carry the seeds there, the nuts Isn't a good feeling
the jerky, the coolers full of ice and food. something sustaining
everything for cooking out far away from a healthy character
anyone else. .. a dependable being
to not be there at all. a reliable maybe even

useful human

ble of
WAKING UP TOO EARLY capen e

a partnership of love
with even another even
a society of friends

I am so tired. The sky falls out of the eyes.
And it’s morning. There ought to be up music.

Time to fold everything together or apart or do something. based on the truth
The darkness comes through the window

and surrounds the dim light. The low powered radio

tells me of “lots of stuff coming up “after Celtic Raga.
The possibility of no possibility hearkins the day

if I don’t push it away. That is, it’s too early to get up.

of interrelationships.

What is better, ever, or is there
anything better than truth?

A reliable relationship with
the universe, as it is?

.
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LORETTO PARK
BERNALILLO

INDIAN
ARTS
FESTIVAL

isphers of Eternity, by Linda Heath

“Reaching Back, Looking Forward"-

-a virtual art gallery exhibition
~PaM TROUTMAN

Due to
COVID-19,

the Placitas
Community
library (PCL)
Art Committee
is taking its
themed exhibi-
tion program
online. Because
the library and
its Collin

“ATRUE INDIAN MARKET”

2020

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4

www.bernalilloindianfestival. com

fANDOVAL AnT

Artists of Mariposa post virual art show and sale

~Pam TROUTMAN

Due to COVID-19 protocols and restrictions, the annual May
art show at the Mariposa Community Center is cancelled.
Luckily for all of us, the twenty-plus professional artists who
were to exhibit are not going to miss a chance to reach out
virtually to share their art.

Visit our Facebook page in May and see their artwork—
www.facebook.com/ AoMRioRanchoNM /. Commission a
piece. The Virtual Art Show & Sale will showcase paintings,
ceramics, pastels, jewelry, lapidary, metal art, drawings,
fiber art, mixed media, wearable art, and more.

As a special bonus, towards the end of the month, some
artists will have a twenty-percent-off sale for Memorial Day
Weekend. Warning: if you see something you like, don’t wait
for the sale; it might be gone by then!

Metalcraft art and artwork by
Eric Gregory and Linda Gregory,
from Artists of Mariposa

Room gallery
are temporarily
closed, the
upcoming
show Reaching Back, Looking Forward, featuring work
by local talent, will be a virtual one, debuting May 1,
at www.PCLArt.com.

This month’s theme is particularly timely, as com-
munities all over the globe reminisce about life prior
to Coronavirus, while trying to envision the ways cur-
rent events will alter the days and months and even
years ahead. The artists participating in Reaching Back,
Looking Forward were encouraged to look back at
important influences on their art and to consider new
ways to use the past to inform new work. Just as the
act of creating art can be an emotional salve, so, too, is
experiencing (and buying) art a way to ease and
improve life during these trying times.

At www.PCLArt.com, visitors may enjoy the work
of more than a dozen local artists working in a variety
of media and styles. These include Carol Allen, Susan
Burden, Rebecca Cohen, Linda Heath, Charlotte (Toll)
Hicks, Claire Lissance, Lavon Maestas, Karen Jones
Meadows, Bobby Middendorf, Jules Nyquist, Susan
Pine, Elizabeth Potter, and Ilene Weiss.

Return as many times as you like to the site. Host
your own very private reception and please note that
the work is available for purchase online. As always,
twenty-five percent of the income from sales will ben-
efit the library’s operating budget. The rest will bene-
fit some of the fine artists working in our community.

Meanwhile, stay home, stay healthy, and enjoy the
exhibition.

Marseille, by Tolly Hicks
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Where The Ocean Grows

The Cottonwood trees in late March

tall, framed by blue, blue, more empty blue.

Bare branched lines criss-crossing the sky

like a game of pic-up-stiks that landed vertically.

Silent, motionless, still, swollen with hopeful sap of spring

The Cottonwood trees in mid April
filled out in leathery green leaves
outside my kitchen window

hover over spring greens and onions.

I close my eyes and hear the ocean
growing in the breeze

A series of waves that grow strong

then decay into ripples on my eardrums,

I take a grain of coarse salt on my tongue and listen for hours
traveling to the coast of my imagination.

My heart feels the ease of leaving my house.

The breeze stops,

my eyes open
and the ocean is Cottonwood again
outside my kitchen window.

—PATTY STEPHENS, 4/19/2020




SIGNPOST COMMUNITY CALENDAR

MANY OF THESE ONGOING LISTINGS ARE TEMPORARILY CANCELLED DUE TO THE NOVEL CORONA VIRUS PANDEMIC.
CHECK VIA THEIR CONTACT INFORMATION FOR DETAILS AND TO SEE WHEN AND IF THEY WILL RESUME.

To submit a listing, send it to: email@sandovalsignpost.com. Deadline for
submission is the twentieth of the month prior to publication. The calendar
is for nonprofit organizations. “First Monday” means the first Monday of
each month.

Daily: The Mayor Hull Show. Go to rrnm.gov/mayorhullshow. Rio Rancho
Mayor Gregg Hull talks about issues facing Rio Rancho.

Daily: Free hikes at Valles Caldera National Preserve—from Magma to
Magpie. For a complete list of activities at the National Preserve, go to
https://www.nps.gov/vall/index.htm.

Monthly: Various community events at Rio Rancho Libraries. Rio Ran-
cho libraries—Esther Bone and Loma Colorado—will be hosting a variety
of events all month long ranging from book signings, to poetry readings,
lectures, concerts, arts and crafts, meet and greets, etc. For more informa-
tion about the library or each month’s activities, visit www.riorancholi-
braries.org.

Monthly: Urban Horticulture classes. Sponsored by the SandovalMaster-
Gardeners.org. Free. Open to public. Registration preferred. Sandovalmas-
tergardeners.org/public-class-registration.

Mondays: Bernalillo/Placitas open Al-Anon meeting for families and
friends of alcoholics/problem drinkers. 7:30-8:30. Held at the Bernalillo
United Methodist Church, 136 Calle Don Andres (behind Abuelitas),
Bernalillo, 262-2177.

Second and fourth Mondays: Bernalillo Town Council meeting. 6:30 p.m.
Held at Bernalillo Town Hall. Info: call 867-3311, townofbernalillo.org.

Second and fourth Fridays: Westside Neuro Choir—A chorus for adults
living with brain challenges & caregivers. Includes ALS, brain injury, MS,
Parkinsonss, strokes, and others. 1-2:30 p.m. Held at Grace Outreach Church,
2900 Southern Boulevard, in Rio Rancho. Use entrance on the south side of
the of the building. For more info, contact Sheri Armendariz at 917 7981 or
sheriarmz@gmail.com.

Mondays through Fridays: Placitas Mothers’ Day Out childcare. A caring,
cooperative, community childcare program since 1989. Hours: 8 a.m.-3 p.m.
daily, $23. Info: Ms. Debbie Steuber, 867-3371.

Tuesdays: Teen Hang Out at the Martha Liebert Public Library. 4 p.m.
867-1440.

Tuesdays: Yoga with Patricia, 1-2 p.m., at the Town of Bernalillo Martha
Liebert Public Library, 124 Calle Melinche, Bernalillo, NM 87004, (505) 867-
1440.

Tuesdays and Thursdays: Pickleball at the Bernalillo Community Center.
1-4 p.m. Pickleball is a game played on a court with paddles and a whiffle
ball. The court is smaller than a tennis court and allows people to play who
no longer want to run and jump as they did in their younger years. Anyone
can play, even if they have never played tennis. 934-2649.

First Tuesdays: Albuquerque Newcomers’ Club Welcome Coffee. 10 a.m.
Held at Sandia Presbyterian Church (not affiliated with church)—10704
Paseo del Norte. Membership is open to residents who have lived in the
Albuquerque area (including Sandoval County) for five years or less, or who
are having major changes in their lives. Make new friends and increase your
social life. Sign up for monthly luncheons and speakers, dining out, visits to
area attractions, book and movie groups, bridge, bunco, mah jongg, walk-
ing, wine tastings, etc. Singles’ and men’s groups.
www.abqnewcomers@gmail.com. 321-6970.

First Tuesdays: Coronado Kennel Club meeting. 7:30 p.m. All-breed ken-
nel club. Schedule changes in August and December. Call 867-4510 for
meeting location.

First Tuesday: Monthly ice cream social hosted by the Kiwanis Club. 6
p.m. Held at the Paleta Bar in Bernalillo—510 NM Highway 528.

Third Tuesday: Open meeting of the Sandia Vista Amateur Radio Club. 7
p.m. Held at Fire Station 41 on highway 165, just east of the Placitas Com-
munity Library. Everyone is welcome to attend meetings, whether or not
they have an FCC License.

Third Tuesdays: Monthly meeting of the Republican Party of Sandoval
County (RPSC). 7 p.m. Held at the Gospel Light Baptist Church, 1500
Southern Boulevard in Rio Rancho. www.SandovalGOP.com.

Third Tuesdays: Sandia Vista Amateur Radio Club. 7 p.m. Help provide
emergency communications in Placitas. Become a “HAM” radio operator.
We will help you get your FCC license. Visitors welcome. Held at the Placitas
Fire Station No. 41, Hwy 165, near the Library. Info: sandiavista.net..

Fourth Tuesdays: Pathways: Wildlife Corridors of NM monthly meeting.
6:30 p.m. Held at Placitas Community Center. Open to the public. path-
wayswc.wordpress.com. Election of Board officers will be held on January
28.

Fourth Tuesdays: Eastern Sandoval County Arroyo Flood Control
Authority (ESCAFCA) meeting. 6 p.m. Held in the Town of Bernalillo
Council Chambers. Persons wishing to be on the agenda or persons with
disabilities who need accommodations should call 771-7110 by the first

Tuesday. Board meeting agenda is posted on the ESCAFCA website
(escafca.com) and at the front desk of the Town Hall by Friday preceding
the meeting.

Fourth Tuesdays: Placitas Democrats and Friends. 6-7:30 p.m. Held at
Placitas Community Library. Meetings are open to the public and feature
candidates for local, state, national offices. www.sandovaldemocrats.org,
259-5860.

Tuesdays: Haven House Domestic Violence Support Group for women
whose lives have been touched by domestic violence. 6:30-8:00 p.m. Topics
include: Dynamics of Domestic Violence, Safety Plans, Developing Healthy
Relationships, and information about available services. All sessions are
confidential and free of charge. Held at Rio Rancho First Baptist Church,
corner of Route 528 and 19th Avenue. 896-4869 or 1-800-526-7157.

Wednesdays: Seniors (62+) ride free on the Rail Runner. Bring valid
photo ID (with birthdate).

Wednesdays: Thinking Straight open meeting of Alcoholics Anony-
mous. 6-7 p.m. Have a Desire to Stop Drinking? Celebrate Sobriety with us
and learn how to stay sober. Held at the First Assembly Church, 274 Camino
Don Tomas (Room 8), Just south of Highway 550 in Bernalillo. 266-1900.

Wednesdays: Cub Scout meetings. 6:30-7:30 p.m. Held at the LDS Church
Center in Bernalillo, west of I-25’s Exit 240. New members are always wel-
come. 867-4689, 867-2047.

Wednesdays: Rotary Club of Rio Rancho Sunrise. 7 a.m. For breakfast,
fellowship, a great speaker, and a chance to get involved in local and world-
wide service projects. At Club Rio Rancho (used to be Chamisa Hills CC),
500 Country Club Drive, Rio Rancho. Info: Mac McKinney, 892-4313.

Wednesdays: Urban Horticulture Class Continuing Series. 1-3 p.m.
Sponsored by the SandovalMasterGardeners.org. Free and open to the pub-
lic. Registration preferred. SandovalMasterGardeners.org. Sandoval County
Ext. Office, Bernalillo. 929-0414.

First Wednesdays: Free civil legal clinic offered. 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Held in the
third-floor conference room of the Second District Courthouse, at the
southwest corner of Lomas and Fourth, NW. Free legal advice on a number
of civil legal issues. No family law services will be offered. Attendance is
limited to the first 25 persons who qualify for low-income assistance. Inter-
preters and bilingual attorneys will be on hand. Attendees should bring all
of their paperwork. Expect about a thirty-minute, free legal consultation.
797-6077.

Second Wednesdays: Rio Rancho Art Association (RRAA) monthly
membership meeting. 6:30-8:30 p.m. RRAA is a non-juried/all mediums
regional art association. You need not be a resident of Rio Rancho to join.
Held in Don Chalmer’s Ford Community Room, 2500 Rio Rancho Boule-
vard, Rio Rancho. www.rraausa.org,
www.rioranchoartassociation.blogspot.com or 301-2009.

Second and fourth Wednesdays: Sandoval County Civitans. 6:00 p.m. Held
at Fair Winds, 920 Riverview Drive SE, Rio Rancho. 898-6884.

Third Wednesdays: Meeting of the Coronado Optimist Club. 6-7 p.m.
Held at the Range Cafe in Bernalillo.

Third Wednesdays (except December): Las Placitas Association Board
meeting. 6:30 p.m. Held at the Placitas Community Center. lasplacitas.org.

Thursdays: Using Microsoft Word at the Martha Liebert Public Library.
10 a.m. Registration a must. 867-1440.

Thursdays: El Club del Libro—Our monthly Spanish Book Club. 6-7
p.m. Recurring. Held at Loma Colorado Main Library Rio Rancho History
Room. Join us in reading a book in Spanish, improving conversation skills,
and meeting interesting friends who wouldn't have the opportunity to cross
paths without “El Club del Libro.” This month, in coordination with PBS’s
The Great American Read program, we will discuss Bendiceme, Ultima by
Rudolfo Anaya. No registration required. Walk-ins welcome! Please note
new day and time.

Thursdays: Sandoval County Historical Society archives and library are
open to members and the public for family research, 9 a.m.-Noon.
Bernalillo. Info: 867-2755.

First Thursdays: Sandoval County veteran’s outreach and business
counseling. 1-4 p.m. Held at the Sandoval County Administrative Building,
1500 Idalia Road in Bernalillo. All honorably-discharged veterans may be
entitled to VA benefits and state Veteran benefits. Come learn about your
potential benefits. Bring your DD-214. 383-2414.

First Thursdays: Art and Music at the Loma Colorado Main Library
Auditorium, Rio Rancho. Info: riorancholibraries.org, 505-891-5013.

First and third Thursdays: Sandoval County Commission meeting. 6 p.m.
Unless otherwise noted, all meetings will be held in the Sandoval Adminis-
tration Building, 1500 Idalia Road Building D, Bernalillo. Info or meeting
agenda: www.sandovalcounty.com, 867-7500.

Second Thursday: The New Mexico Parkinson’s Coalition (NMPC)
meets. 1:30-3 p.m. Held at Grace Outreach at 2900 Southern Boulevard SE
in Rio Rancho. The NMPC works to enhance the quality of life for individu-
als with Parkinson’s through education, awareness and support for those
with the disease. For more information, call 219-5065 or visit the website:
nmparkinson.org.

Second Thursdays: Visionary Arts & Crafts Guild (VACG). 6-8 p.m.VACG
is a group of juried artists whose mission is to develop a fellowship among
craftspeople and facilitate a market for crafts. The VACG supports the “Art of
Craft” through exhibitions, education and public awareness to promote the
development and appreciation of craftspeople and their work. Baptist
Church of Rio Rancho Adult Education Center, 1909 Grande Avenue, Rio
Rancho. VisionaryACG@gmail.com, 948-3132.

Third Thursdays: Placitas Community Library Board of Directors meet-
ings. At the Placitas Community Library, 453 Hwy 165. 6:30 p.m. Open to
the public. Meeting agendas are posted at the library and Placitas Post
Office.

Fourth Thursdays: Sandoval County Development Planning & Zoning
Commission. 6 p.m. Held at the Sandoval County Administration Building,
1500 Idalia Road., Bldg. D, Bernalillo.

Last Thursdays: Sandoval County veteran’s outreach and business coun-
seling. 11 a.m.-2 p.m. Held at 433 Meadowlark SE in Rio Rancho. All honor-
ably-discharged veterans may be entitled to VA benefits and state Veteran
benefits. Come learn about your potential benefits. Bring your DD-214. 383-
2414.

Fridays: Bernalillo Farmers Market. 4-7 pm. through October. Offering
fresh fruits, produce, herbs, and more. Under pavilion at Rotary Park. SNAP
EBT dollars are doubled. Vendors welcome. 228-5801.

Fridays: Toddler Time—music, stories, and crafts. 10 a.m. Held at the
Town of Bernalillo-Martha Liebert Public Library from November 8-
December 20. Closed on Thanksgiving. 867-1440.

Fridays: Sandoval County Stroke Support Group. 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Pro-
vides weekly support to survivors of stroke, their caregivers, adult family
members, and health care providers. Water and light snacks provided. No
charge for meetings. Social outings arranged six times a year. Geri: 620-
8802.

Fridays: Celebrate Recovery—12 steps to finding freedom from hurts,
hang-ups, and habits. 6:30 p.m. Held at the First Assembly Church, 274
Camino Don Tomas, Bernalillo. 867-7226.

First Fridays: Monthly luncheon of the Democratic Party of Sandoval
County. 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Range Cafe in Bernalillo, 925 Camino del Pueblo.
Sandoval Democrats gather once a month {most months) to welcome
speakers, candidates, and government representatives. You pay for your
lunch from the menu, or come for just the meeting. www.sandovaldemoc-
rats.org.

Second Fridays: Monthly luncheon of the San-Bern Federated Republi-
can Women. 11:30 a.m. Held at El Pinto restaurant—10500 Fourth St NW.
The group offers meet-and-greet luncheons to discuss business and politics
for both Sandoval and Bernalillo County Republican interests. Aim is to
promote an informed public through political education and activity. All
Republican women and men invited to attend. Contact Julie Wright at 720-
4883 or go to www.sanbernfrw.org.

Saturdays: Wildflower walks on the Sandia Ranger District. Starting at 9
a.m. There will be an amenity fee of three dollars. Be sure to bring a hat,
water, and sunscreen. Sandia Ranger District: 281-3305.

Saturdays: Casa Rosa Food Bank. Open 9-11 a.m. Held in the pink house
east of Las Placitas Presbyterian Church at 640 Highway 165, six miles east
of I-25. Community outreach program provides nonperishable food items
as well as dairy, frozen meats, and fresh produce as available for Placitas
residents in need. Donations, volunteers welcome.

Saturdays: Village of Los Ranchos de Albuquerque Growers’ Market.
Free. Sep.-Nov. 8 a.m.-noon. Fresh vegetable, fruits, herbs flowers, jams,
cheeses, arts and crafts. Live music. Voted “Best In City.” Accepts
WIC/Senior. At Village of Los Ranchos tennis court parking lot. losranchos-
growersmarket.com.

Second and fourth Saturdays: Placitas Saturday Market. 7 a.m.-1 p.m.
Held at Homestead Village on Highway 165 in beautiful Placitas. Vendor
spaces are $10 for each 10x15 space. Spaces are on a first come basis. We
cannot sell food, beverages, or firearms. Vendor set up time is from 5:30
a.m. Bring your own table, chairs and tents, which must be weighted down
in case the winds pick up. All vendor fees go to a selected charitable organi-
zations. For additional information, contact Nancy Holley at 515-4323.

Third Saturdays: Rio Rancho Northwest Mesa NAACP meets. 11 a.m. Held
at Don Newton Community Center. Public is invited. www.rrnwmnaacp.org.

Sundays: Corrales Growers’ Market. 9-noon. Located at Corrales and Jones
Road. 259-0203.
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COMMUNITY CENTERS

Sandoval County Senior Centers continue to serve public

While activities at all Sandoval County Senior centers are cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic,
meals are still available for pick up only and potentially home delivery. The menu will be the same
for all of the Sandoval County senior centers on any given day.

To learn more about the weekly menus or to receive a reopening update from your local senior
center, give them a call: Placitas: 867-1396; Bernalillo: 867-9448; Corrales: 897-3818; Rio Rancho: 891-
5818; Jemez: 575-834-7630; Cuba: 575-289-3510.

If you are a senior or a disabled adult who cannot access groceries due to COVID-19 (Coron-
avirus), call the Aging and Long Term Services Department at 1-800-432-2080 for assistance.

Firefighters find innovative
solution for disinfection

~PauL C. BeARCE, FIRE CHIEF, Rio RaNCHO FIRe ReSCUE

COMMUNITY
DITS

The current COVID-19 pandemic has created a number of challenges for first responders across the
country. Departments and agencies are learning to adapt to the ever-changing situation by intro-
ducing new protocols and procedures to help keep the responders and the public safe from expo-
sure to COVID-19. Rio Rancho Fire and Rescue (RRFR) firefighters and emergency medical
providers are using personal protective equipment (PPE) to keep them safe as they attend to the
medical needs of patients. After the call is complete and the crew returns to the station, they begin
a labor- and time-intensive decontamination process. Members of the response team must remain

iBienvenidos todos!

¥ Frcsbgtcrian Church

| as Placitas

Founded in 1894 t.h the Rev. Bill Humphreys, Pastor

SUNDAY WORSHIP

Las Placitas Presbyterian Church is closed for services
and all other activities at this time. We will reopen
when it becomes safe for our congregation, visitors,
and staff to gather once more.

Until then, stay healthy and trust in the unending love
of God.

MOTHERS DAY OUT PRESCHOOL
CLOSED indefinitely

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
Sat, 9-11 a.m.—Casa Rosa Food Pantry: Placitas residents

Location: 7 Paseo de San Antonio, Placitas, NM 87043
Church Office Hours: Wednesday 9 a.m.—1 p.m.

Phone: 505-867-5718 Website: www.lasplacitaschurch.org
Mothers’ Day Out Preschool: 867-3371

SERVICES FOR ALL

in their PPE while they use a bleach-dilute to wipe down the surfaces in the back of the
rescue /ambulance. This helps to eliminate any potential exposure to the virus.

Following the lead of several fire departments in other states, most notably Tulsa (OK) Fire
Department, RRFR is developing a method to use self-contained breathing apparatus (SCBA) to
create a light mist of a disinfectant to spray on surfaces inside the rescue/ambulance, on emer-
gency equipment, and even inside of their station’s living quarters. They are utilizing out-of-ser-
vice SCBAs that have been delegated to training as they lack the most current safety features.
Adding an air hose and an inexpensive paint sprayer from the hardware store, firefighters are able
to accomplish their decon procedure in a fraction of the time and provide an effective method for
disinfecting tools and vehicles that are vital to their jobs.

We are very excited that we have found this solution to help us during this health crisis, and I
am proud of our personnel for looking to our colleagues in Tulsa to find creative methods to
address some of the challenges facing our department.

JJ U tilities

AA
ALL TYPES OF EXCAVATION AND UTILITY INSTALLATION

Jacob Maes: 505-315-9640 / Johnny Maes: 505-604-2963

YOUR WATER AND
CONSTRUCTION NEEDS

Licensed and Bonded e Lic. #94248 « GFO9 « GS08
Water Systems Operations | #005931, #005932

505-867-3017 iniutilities@msn.com

P.O. Box 361, Placitas, New Mexico 87043

DEMOLITION ¢ LOADER ¢ GRADING
PAD PREPARATION < BACKHOE / BOBCAT SERVICE

NM food industry unites to deliver food to needy

~KRISTIE GARCIA, PuBLIC ArrAIRS DIReCTOR, NEw MExico DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, New Mex-
ico’s food industry has supplied tons of food to
Indian communities across the state and is gearing
up to provide more wherever needed.

Participants include private food producers, the
Departments of Agriculture, Indian Affairs, Aging
& Long-Term Services, Human Services and Home-
land Security and Emergency Management, the
National Guard, New Mexico State University, the
Southwest Border Food Protection and Emergency
Preparedness Center at New Mexico State Univer-
sity, the New Mexico Farmers’ Marketing Associa-
tion, the New Mexico Farm & Livestock Bureau,
and others.

The project began at the Lujan Grisham adminis-
tration’s Emergency Operations Center, where
many agencies are coordinating efforts to assist
New Mexicans during the COVID-19 pandemic.

After learning of a need on the Navajo Nation,
Marshal Wilson, assistant director of the Agricul-
ture Department’s Agricultural Production Services
Division, called Mesilla Valley Produce, which
grows, packs and ships produce. Mesilla Valley Pro-
duce’s president, TJ Runyan, agreed at once to help.

“By the next morning, his truck was in Albu-
querque, and food was being unloaded,” Wilson
said.

Runyan said after talking to Wilson, he reached
out to growers he thought would have fruit and
vegetables in storage. They responded by procuring
eighty thousand pounds of beans, rice, potatoes,
onions, watermelons, and apples.
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“] was pretty amazed with how quickly it hap-
pened, and I was proud of our staff,” Runyan
said. “Our team is small, but we were efficient.
As a New Mexico company, I'm honored to be
able to pitch in and help.”

The New Mexico Farm & Livestock Bureau
also helped. It connected the Emergency Opera-
tions Center with J&D Produce, based in Edin-
burg, Texas, which donated a truckload of
onions, and with Colorado Farm Bureau mem-
ber James Henderson, who provided potatoes.

The National Guard unloaded the food at its
armory in Rio Rancho, then distributed it to five
staging points on the Navajo Nation over Easter
weekend.

Meanwhile, Department of Agriculture workers
(who are also employees of New Mexico State Uni-
versity), as well as employees from the Depart-
ments of Human Services and Homeland Security
and Emergency Management, were coordinating
with food supplier/distributor Sysco New Mexico
to procure food boxes for the San Felipe and Zia
Pueblos.

“As many of you know our tribal communities
are also some of our most vulnerable communities.
Through partnerships like these we can continue to
ensure deliveries of food, water and other essential
supplies to our tribal citizens throughout the state,”
said Indian Affairs Department Secretary Lynn Tru-
jillo. “Thank you to all who contributed to getting
this food out to our tribal communities.”

In an ongoing effort during the pandemic, the

Celebrating over 30 Years
Providing Tax & Accounting
Services to New Mexicans

TERRY PISEL, CPA, LLC

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

Tax Planning & Preparation
for Individuals & Businesses
QuickBooks Consulting

In Placitas - 798-1003

New Mexico Farmers” Marketing Association is
coordinating donations, purchases from small-to-
medium-sized growers, and deliveries.

“We're trying to not only assist with securing
shelf-stable items, but to provide access to fresh
produce as well,” said Michael Venticinque, the
association’s value chain coordinator, who is lead-
ing those efforts.

Also, for the month of April thus far, the Aging &
Long-Term Services Department delivered 27,608
food boxes to seniors and disabled adults (includ-
ing 127 from Adult Protective Services).

New Mexico Agriculture Secretary Jeff Witte said
these efforts prove New Mexicans and neighboring
states can work together to provide food for those
in need.
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Eastern Sandoval Citizens
Association (ESCA) report

~@GEoRGE FRANZEN, PRESIDENT, ESCA

To all our Eastern Sandoval County friends, a gentle hello and a
virtual handshake to everyone. Like you, we are weathering this
pandemic and all that it entails. And, we are always monitoring
what is happening in the Placitas area, regarding land-use issues
and more.

Here are some reminders of topics that we are still following—
even as we hold virtual monthly meetings:

1. A proposed development that would create 16 townhomes in
the vacant area immediately west of The Merc shopping center is
the type of multi-family development that has not been seen in
Placitas for decades. The Eastern Sandoval Citizens Association
requests community input about the project because it goes to
the heart of the question of what type of community Placitas
wants to be. The townhomes, proposed on land east of The Merc,
are proposed by Vineyard Homes, the builder, and the McCallis-
ter family (the owners).

Meanwhile, the passage of the Buffalo Tract Bill—which has
passed out of committees and is awaiting to be attached to a Bill
to be brought to the floor of the House and Senate—would pre-
serve much of the Bureau of Land Management tract north of
Placitas.

In the words of Rep. Deb Haaland, who carries the bill in the
House: “Passage of the Buffalo Tract Bill in committee brings us
one step closer to passing this community-driven effort to protect
public health, water, and cultural resources in Sandoval County.
Local community organizations understand that continued vigi-
lance and a strong community push are needed to get this legis-
lation over the finish line. Community solidarity is absolutely
essential to this process.”

The next ES-CA Board Meeting is scheduled for May 11. Due
to the Governor’s order limiting gatherings, board meetings
are now held online. For more information visit our website:
es-ca.org.

GCAUNTLET

LETTERS + OPINIONS - LOCAL ISSUES

The Signpost welcomes letters of opinion. Letters are subject to
editing for length, clarity, libel, and other considerations.
Send to: Signpost, P. 0. Box 889, Placitas, NM, 87043
or email@sandovalsignpost.com

IN THE GALLERY
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—by Rudi Klimpert

Las Placitas Association (LPA) and
Pathways Wildlife Corridors news

~JoAN FENICLE

The May Native Shrub talk so. In a few cases, the station
and demonstration at the is on automatic, but still on
new radio station building the air 24/7. With many of
has been postponed until Fall.  their business supporters
Watch for the new date and closed, they are worried about
time in our monthly report paying the bills. If you can, go
and on our website: to kupr.org and send them a

lasplacitas.org. dollar or two to help keep the

re: Signpost correction

A story in the April, 2020, Signpost mistakenly listed Sandoval County Clerk candi-
date Ignacio Pedro “Pete” Salazar as Republican. He is now registered and running
as a Democrat. We apologize for the confusion.

While current legislative
action is concentrated on the
economic impact of the virus,
Deb Haaland has assured us
that our Save the Buffalo Tract
Bill, removing all mining
rights from Placitas’ BLM
lands (including the crest of
Montezuma), is still live and
viable in congress.

KUPR is considered an
essential business, but is prac-
ticing social distancing for the
safety of its volunteers, many
of whom are in vulnerable age
and health categories. Only
one person is permitted to be
in the studio at a time with
sanitizing routines in place for
those coming and going. DJs
with the technology to pro-
duce their shows at home
have been encouraged to do
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lights on.

Pathways has produced a
wonderful video showing the
variety of the wildlife moving
to and from Sandia Mountain
via the Crest of Montezuma
wildlife corridor. It is now
available on YouTube. Watch a
beautiful ten minutes of
wildlife using this wildlife
corridor that would be pro-
tected with the Save the Buf-
falo Track legislation at
www.youtube.com /wathc?v-
8KGKrCqWP34.

In this time when we share
the act of survival with all the

rest of life, Pathways reminds
us that our wild neighbors
struggle to survive all the
time. Be kind; stay strong; stay
safe.

e
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re: Our Lady of the Open
Road celebrates birthday

During this unprecedented time, it is
especially meaningful to see a smiling face

or a friendly wave. If you're out driving
along Highway 165, then you probably see
both as my mom runs by. Our Lady of the
Open Road, as she’s affectionately known, is
68 years young and loves her special time
out running and visiting with the people of
Placitas. It warms her heart every time
someone honks, waves back, or even stops
to say hi. It’s tough right now, and we can’t
all be together like we’d hope, but we can
still spread love. So, if you bike, run, or walk,
it might be fun to spread cheer and celebrate
her birthday this month and dress up with a
silly hat or glasses and join my mom by wav-
ing and sharing smiles. I know the world needs more people like her! And as
I always kindly ask, please drive slow; she’s precious, and we want her and
everyone safe!

Love, from her daughter,

—L1sA, WASHINGTON STATE

Our Lady of the Open Road

—"Gauntlet,” continued next page
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OGAUNTLET-continuep
The Phenomenology of Grief

“The soul would have no rainbow
if the eyes had no tears.”
—Native American proverb

The dictionary gives us a preliminary definition of grief as the
anguished experience after significant loss, usually the death of
a beloved person.

In C.S. Lewis’s A Grief Observed —that he wrote in memory of
his wife—we found a straightforward statement about the
intensity of his grief: “Talk to me about the truth of religion and
I will listen gladly. Talk to me about the duty of religion, and I
will listen submissively... But don’t you talk to me about the
consolation of religion, or I shall suspect that you don’t under-
stand.”

An intense grief could be described as a broken heart because,
in essence, it is a spiritual shock. We feel an energy disconnec-
tion when the heart can no longer use the physical body to
bring in the energy of the loved one. We feel as if its power lines
have been cut. Cardiologists can measure this phenomenon
called “cardio energetics,” because our heart cells have con-
sciousness, memories, and imprints.

We may say that to cope and endure grief requires an act of
faith, but it is good to know that faith and doubt grow together
as a unit; they are indeed inseparable like the “yin-yang,” which
leads us to the question: Why do bad things happen? In the
final analysis, this question transmutes itself into different ques-
tions, no longer asking why something happened, but asking
how we will respond, what we intend to do now that it has
happened.

And how about faith? St. Thomas of Aquinas said that “To
one who has faith, no explanation is necessary, but to one with-
out faith, no explanation is possible.” St. Augustine remarks
that “Faith is to believe what we do not see; and the reward of
this faith is to see what we believe.” The truth is that when you
do not believe in something, you end up believing anything.

During the 17th Century, two philosophers and scientists,
René Descartes and Blaise Pascal, introduced two different and
provoking arguments. Descartes dictum “I think therefore I am”
became the cornerstone of rationalism. Pascal counterpointed
that statement by saying that, “The heart has its reasons which
reason knows nothing of.” For Descartes, the seat of the soul
(that for him was synonym of mind) is located in the center of
the brain, in the pineal gland. For Pascal, the seat of the soul is
located in the heart, which is the center of the gravity of the
body.

Grief is associated with the feeling of abandonment (probably
the stronger of all feelings together with love and fear). Accord-
ing to Mark 15:34, the last words of the crucified Christ (Eloi,
Eloi, lama sabacthani?), “God, my God, why hast thou forsaken
me?” synthesizes the singular intensity of that feeling.

During the period of grieving, three visitors usually join the
atmosphere: silence, loneliness, and solitude. It takes to learn to
be alone together (with yourself) in order to appreciate the real
dimension of silence and solitude. Pascal said that “all human
unhappiness comes from not knowing how to stay quietly in a
room.” Albert Einstein and Paul Tillich (the author of The Shak-
ing of the Foundations) show a common sensical approach to soli-
tude and loneliness. Einstein says that he “lived in that solitude
which is painful in youth, but delicious in the years of matu-
rity.” Tillich notes that “language has created the word “loneli-
ness’ to express the pain of being. alone, and ‘solitude’ to
express the glory of being alone.” Surely intuition, inspiration,
and dreams usually manifest in silence and solitude. Mozart
said that “the music is not in the notes but in the silence
between,” suggesting that the good listener could hear the voice
of silence as well as the voice of the spheres.

The truth of the matter is that our society has produced a
severe dislocation in our relationship between the old and the
new, the ancient and the modern, the sacred and the profane,
and especially between the elderly and the youth. The core of
human life and existence is not about meterial things only but
about relationships. When the relationships we created through-
out the years disappear, our lives change and we begin to know
and experience what is to be alone and abandoned, and to be in

e —————— T — s ——

Two hikers pause as Cabezon Peak looms over the Ojito Wilderness
in western Sandoval County. The Bureau of Land Management area is
among the public lands open during this time of social distancing.

The great outdoors beckons, 'I' I m C

but some restrictions apply

~KarL F. MorratT, OutboorsNM.com O r r

Much of New Mexico’s great outdoors, including most public
campgrounds and all state parks, remain closed due to the
coronavirus crisis.

Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham has ordered schools and
many businesses closed and the public to stay home during
the crisis. But she has acknowledged folks still need to get outdoors to exercise and asks
they continue social distancing and other precautions while doing so.

“You can go outside, but you must do it cautiously, and there are best practices,” she
said in a recent news release. “Avoid crowded trailheads and parking lots, and don’t
carpool with people outside your family unit.”

Some guidelines to follow while venturing outdoors include:

* Stay close to home. Try to limit outdoor recreation to your immediate neighbor-
hood. When traveling avoid other people, limit stops at open businesses and practice
preventative measures. Wear a facemask and wash hands often.

* Be cool. Avoid risky outdoor recreational activities to avoid getting hurt and need-
ing rescue. Take a leisurely hike instead of going rock climbing or mountain biking and
give our emergency responders, law enforcement and health care workers a break.

e Check for closures. Visit the various land management agencies’ websites before
venturing out to public lands. Most open spaces are closed right now to protect the
public and agency staff. Visit the state’s Outdoor Recreation Division website at
www.nmoutside.com for links and lists of closures.

* Avoid others: try to limit your recreation to off hours or days to avoid others. Stay
away from popular trailheads that are typically crowded and stay closer to home. Get
some exercise but stay safe.

Outdoor enthusiasts will find most of the lands managed by the federal Bureau of
Land Management (BLM) and the National Forest Service (NFS) are still open to the
public, but most campgrounds and some trailheads and roads could be closed. Do your
homework before venturing out.

Campers are advised that campfires are currently prohibited due to fire danger.

Visit www.OutdoorsNM.com to read great stories and view fabulous pictures of
many of New Mexico’s best outdoor recreational activities to be better prepared to
enjoy them when the crisis is over.

L S e PR 3 R

such condition is one of the most painful and devastating feelings of our mind, heart, and
soul can endure.

Finally, let’s reflect for a moment on the words of Pierrs Teilhard de Chardin, and let’s try
to make the effort to raise (just for a moment) above the limitations imposed upon us by the
culture in which we live:

“We are not human beings having spiritual experiences, but we are spiritual beings (souls)
having human experiences.”

Therefore, only good old listeners may hear now the voice of Paul Harvey at the end of his
daily radio newscast saying ... “and now you know the rest of the story.”
—ANTONIO PLANELLS, Rio Rancho

s
—
oz —
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Easter baskets delight first-graders at Carroll Elementary

~DIANE HERRERA SHEPARD

As an English as a Second Language teacher serving
adults in Bernalillo, I became aware of the closure of
Bernalillo Public Schools in mid-March. Many of my
adult students had lost their jobs, and now, had chil-
dren staying home because of the COVID-19 pan-
demic. As the schools began to organize their efforts,
I thought I might help one of my student’s seven-
year-old by putting together a backpack filled with
first-grade activities, books, games, and snacks.
Another parent mentioned that their child was in his
class and asked for another backpack. It became clear
that his whole class might be helped by our commu-
nity

I decided to try to “adopt” his class and got the go-
ahead from the Superintendent and Principal. I went
on NextDoor Placitas and asked for help in collecting
educational supplies and monies to buy backpacks.
One thing led to another, and several neighbors
offered donations to buy supplies. In addition to
individual donors, Sophia’s Giving Circle provided
monies to purchase many of the supplies. More

donations allowed for the purchase of Easter Baskets
for not only this one student’s class, but all five first
grade classes at the school! By the week before
Easter, we had enough money to buy the Easter Bas-
kets. One neighbor negotiated with the Manager at
Walmart, and he worked with us to discount the
price of the baskets.

As the teachers got involved, we managed to pur-
chase and distribute all one hundred baskets. Parents
were informed and met the teachers at the school to
pick up the individually-wrapped and personalized
baskets wrapped in pre-packaged cellophane for per-
sonal safety.

Needless to say, teachers, parents, and most-impor-
tantly, the children were thrilled to receive the bas-
kets. We've received several notes from parents
thanking us for our efforts.

We hope to continue to try to support these
selected teachers and students with their work dur-
ing these difficult times. If you’d like to help out,
contact me at DianeHShepard@gmail.com.

Faith, a first-grader, gives her new bunny a hug.

This has been a delightful community partner-
ship with Placitas and Bernalillo Schools, and it
has been a joy to see these children surprised
with school materials, backpacks, Easter Baskets,
and more.

Third grader Phaedra Sealy is taking advantage of the Wi-Fi at the Placitas Community Library to work on

o

her French lesson while her charter school in New Orleans is closed. Her mother Christine is supervising
the home schooling-moved-outdoors, because their Placitas cabin lacks an Internet connection.

Rio Rancho summer
program registration
postponed

Due to increased public health safety meas-
ures related to COVID-19, the City of Rio
Rancho’s Parks, Recreation, & Community
Services Department has postponed registra-
tion for its summer programs, such as Sum-
mer Camp, youth and adult athletic programs,
and aquatics programs, until further notice.
Check the City’s website—
www.rrnm.gov / parksandrec—and social
media outlets for updates about registration.
Registration for summer programs was
initially scheduled to begin April 13, 2020.

Memos show Feds killed four endangered

Mexican gray wolves in late March

~CHRis SmitH, WILDEARTH GUARDIANS

In three memos written between March 3 and
March 24, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service surrep-
titiously authorized the killing of four endangered
Mexican gray wolves in New Mexico on behalf of
the livestock industry. In response, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s Wildlife Services program
killed one wolf on March 23 and three more on
March 28.

The quick-succession shootings of two members
of the Prieto pack and two from the Mangas pack
make this the bloodiest bout of federal wolf-killing
in the Southwest since 2006, when an entire nine-
member wolf family in Arizona was taken out.

“It is absurd that the onus for coexistence is
placed on these endangered, native wolves rather
than on subsidized public-lands ranchers who have
introduced cattle where they don’t belong,” said
Chris Smith of WildEarth Guardians. “A subset of
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ranchers who would rather have native species
killed than improve their livestock management is
literally calling the shots for the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service.”

The Mangas pack lives near the state line with
Arizona, while the Prieto pack lives several dozen
miles to the southeast. Both are in so-called “prob-
lem allotments,” where chronically poor livestock
management has resulted in previous removals of
wolves.

“This killing spree shows us how little has
changed in the mindset of wolf managers since the
days of federal wolf extermination a century ago,”
said Michael Robinson of the Center for Biological
Diversity.

“The Wolf Conservation Center has committed
nearly twenty years of resources to Mexican gray
wolf recovery in partnership with USFWS,” said

==

ANIMAL NEWS

Maggie Howell, executive director of the Wolf Con-
servation Center. “That our partners are open to
delivering this unnecessary blow to lobo recovery is
beyond disappointing. Given the species’ precari-
ous status, killing should never be a management
tool.”

Scientists have long recommended that ranchers
be required to clean up or render inedible (i.e. by
applying lime) the carcasses of cows that die on
their watch in order to prevent wolves from being
drawn to the proximity of vulnerable livestock. Yet
the Fish and Wildlife Service opposes making such
measures mandatory to prevent predation on stock.

“Ranchers are allowed to graze their private live-
stock on public lands with so little accountability,”
said Kirk Robinson of Western Wildlife Conser-
vancy. “The wolves are the scapegoats, and lamen-
tably, it puts their recovery at risk.”
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New feathered dinosaur was one
of the last surviving raptors

~STEVEN JASINSKI, UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA (PENN)

A feathered dinosaur that
lived in New Mexico 67
million years ago is one of
the last-known surviving
raptor species, according
to a new publication in
the journal Scientific
Reports.

Dineobellator notohesperus
adds to scientists” under-
standing of the paleo-bio-
diversity of the American
Southwest, offering a
clearer picture of what life
was like in this region
near the end of the reign
of the dinosaurs.

Steven Jasinski, who
recently completed his
Ph.D. in the University of
Pennsylvania’s (Penn)
Department of Earth and
Environmental Sciences in
the School of Arts and
Sciences, led

Dineobellator notohesperus,
reconstruction by Mary P. Williams

the work to
describe the
new species,
collaborating
with doctoral
advisor Peter
Dodson of
the School of
Veterinary
Medicine and
Penn Arts
and Sciences, as well as Robert Sullivan of the New Mexico Museum of Natural
History and Science in Albuquerque.

In 2008, Sullivan found fossils of the new species in Cretaceous rocks of the
San Juan Basin, New Mexico. He, along with his field team of Jasinski and James
Nikas, collected the specimen on federal land under a permit issued by the
Bureau of Land Management. The entire specimen was recovered during four
field seasons. Jasinski and his coauthors gave the species its official name,
Dineobellator notohesperus, which means “Navajo warrior from the Southwest,”
in honor of the people who today live in the same region where this dinosaur
once dwelled.

Dineobellator, as well as its Asian cousin Velociraptor, belong to a group of
dinosaurs known as the dromaeosaurids. Members of this group are commonly
referred to as “raptor” dinosaurs, thanks to movies such as “Jurassic Park” and
“Jurassic World.” But unlike the terrifying beasts depicted in film, Dineobellator
stood only about 3.5 feet at the hip and was six-to-seven feet long, much smaller
than its Hollywood counterparts.

Raptor dinosaurs are generally small, lightly built predators. Consequently,
their remains are rare, particularly from the Southwestern U.S. and Mexico.
“While dromaeosaurids are better known from places like the northern United
States, Canada, and Asia, little is known of the group farther south in North
America,” says Jasinski.

While not all of the bones of this dinosaur were recovered, bones from the
forearm have quill nobs—small bumps on the surface where feathers would be
anchored by ligaments—an indication that Dineobellator bore feathers in life, sim-
ilar to those inferred for Velociraptor.

Features of the animal’s forelimbs, including enlarged areas of the claws, sug-
gest this dinosaur could strongly flex its arms and hands. This ability may have
been useful for holding on to prey by using its hands for smaller animals such as
birds and lizards or perhaps its arms and feet for larger species such as other
dinosaurs.

Its tail also possessed unique characteristics. While most raptors’ tails were
straight and stiffened with rod-like structures, Dineobellator’s tail was rather flex-
ible at its base, allowing the rest of the tail to remain stiff and act like a rudder.

“Think of what happens with a cat’s tail as it is running,” says Jasinski. “While
the tail itself remains straight, it is also whipping around constantly as the ani-
mal is changing direction. A stiff tail that is highly mobile at its base allows for
increased agility and changes in direction and potentially aided Dineobellator in
pursuing prey, especially in more open habitats.”

This new dinosaur provides a clearer picture of the biology of North American

Dineobellator outline

CORONADO

PET HOSPITAL

Excellent care for your family pet

Coronado Pet Hospital is a state-of-the-art, clean, and comfortable
veterinary clinic with a wide variety of veterinary services for total pet care.

Coronado's compassionate and experienced staff is fully equipped to
treat dogs, cats, and many exotic species with general and emergency
veterinary services, surgery, dental care, and prescription pet foods.

Stop by to meet our staff or call for an appointment today.

D wendy's

hataburger

9 Coronado Pet Hospital

&

g
g.'
&.&

Conveniently located at
4192 Hwy 528 (just South of 550)
Rio Rancho, NM 87144

Call 505-771-3311

Open: Mon-Fri 8am-6pm e Saturdays 8am-4pm
Closed Sundays and major holidays

ACCREDITED

The Standard of
Veterinary Excellence

THE AnlmAaLl HOTLINE

To help reunite lost/found pets with their people.
If you lose or find an animal in Sandoval County,

email the information to: email@sandovalsignpost.com

We will place it in the upcoming issue at no charge.
If the animal you reported no longer needs attention,
please email the Signpost by the 20th of the month

to have the listing removed.

The Animal Hotline is a free community service of the Signpost.

dromaeosaurid dinosaurs, especially concerning the distribution of feathers
among its members. “As we find evidence of more members possessing
feathers, we believe it is likely that all the dromaeosaurids had feathers,”
says Jasinski. The discovery also hints at some of the predatory habits of a
group of iconic meat-eating dinosaurs that lived just before the extinction
event that killed off all the dinosaurs that weren’t birds.

Jasinski plans to continue his field research in New Mexico with the hope
of finding more fossils.

“It was with a lot of searching and a bit of luck that this dinosaur was
found weathering out of a small hillside,” he says. “We do so much hiking,
and it is easy to overlook something or simply walk on the wrong side of a
hill and miss something. We hope that the more we search, the better chance
we have of finding more of Dineobellator or the other dinosaurs it lived
alongside.”

Steven E. Jasinski is a curator of paleontology and geology at the State Museum
of Pennsylvania and earned his doctoral degree in the Department of Earth and
Environmental Science in the University of Pennsylvania School of Arts and
Sciences.
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LALO’S
PET PRINTS

Email your animal photos to “"Lalo” at:
email@sandovalsignpost.com

This oriole back in Placitas for the season didn't get the memo
about the source of sweet nectar being a hummingbird feeder.
—B1LL D1veN

Pole squirrel
—TobD RENNECKAR

(Above and to right) These ospreys have made a nest near Corrales.
The same nesting pair comes back every year. They had their chicks in July
of last year and so we're guessing that they should have two chicks around
the same time this summer. The spot is perfect for them as they're in
flying distance of Sandia Lakes which is stocked with fish—
it's like having a buffet right around the corner from their nest.
—Tobpb RENNECKAR

THANK YOU FOR
READING THE SIGNPOST

News and information of interest to
the residents of Sandoval County

Mailed subscriptions available—$35/year
Email mailing address to: email@sandovalsignpost.com
www.sandovalsignpost.com s S0
STAY HOME - STAY SAFE - SAVE LIVES Li'l squirrel "Sisyphus”

—TobDd RENNECKAR
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INDEPENDENT LOCAL NEWSPAPER

CLASSIFIEDS

To PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD,
EMAIL YOUR AD OR QUESTIONS TO:
EMAIL(@SANDOVALSIGNPOST.COM
(INCLUDES A FREE POSTING ON THE SIGNPOST WEBSITE.)
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, VISIT:
WWW.SANDOVALSIGNPOST.COM
OR CALL THE SIGNPOST OFFICE AT 505-867-3810.

ANIMALS

ART / MUSIC

Paws N' Claws Pet Care

In-Home Pet Care serving:
S -2 Placitas, Corrales & Rio Rancho

Overnight Pet Care provided in Placitas

hos”

Pet Sitting - Pet Waste Removal

" {505} 440-0875
Insured/Bonded

4 Deb Stichmann
PawsNClaws02@gmail .com

ONLINE VOICE AND PIANO LESSONS
By Cia Khakaura, Master Teacher
505-629-2150 - www.onlinevoiceandpiano.com

Chris Livingston, Master Music Instructor

Want to learn Piano, Guitar, Bass, Ukulele or Theory?
Like Jazz, Rock, Classical, Funk? What’s your Style?
Call Chris for LESSONS via Skype, Zoom, FaceTime!
B.A. in Music ¢ 20 yrs. Instructor & Performer

Certified in Early Childhood Teaching
Reasonable rates « Gentle approach to teaching/learning

505-980-4322 e chrisquitarpiano@gmail.com

LOOKING FOR DOG AGILITY EQUIPMENT
For new pup. Anyone ready to move theirs on?
Happy for one piece or many.

Please call 505-867-5603.

RESPONSIBLE HOUSE-SITTER AVAILABLE—Respon-
sible, mature woman seeks house-sitting position. Pets
and barn animals lovingly cared for. Short- and long-term
situations. References. Please call Lois at 575-519-8498.

GET OUT OF THE HOUSE & HAVE SOME FUN
Qil Painting Classes by renowed Placitas artist
Kandy Tate—1-2 students, beginners & intermediate
at Placitas studio. Classes in ABQ for larger groups.

Call Kandy at 505-920-2418 for more information.

AOUND DAWG
House & Pet Sitters

e In-Home & Overnight Pet Care
* Dog Walking Services
» Experienced Horse People

» 25 Years Experience in 5
Adopting, Rescuing and Caring
for Horses, Cats & Dogs

* Retired Couple
» Longtime Placitas Residents

505-264-2886

Bonded & Insured

CLEANING

ROSA’'S HOUSECLEANING SERVICE, LLC
~ Family Business in Bernalillo ~
Licensed ¢ Free Estimates
References Provided

505-379-8652 < 505-990-2053

DESERT FLOWER CARPET & STEAM CLEANING
CARPET AND FURNITURE SPECIALISTS
We steam clean wool and silk area rugs, too,
plus your tile, grout and stone

867-4493 * www.desertflowercleancarpets.com

Now Open in Placitas Bridget Cobb—Proprietor

Camp Pawsitive

Where your dog can come stay and play

Offering day camp and overnights at our home.

150 Camino de la Rosa Castilla ; !

Phone: 867-4408
Make a reservation for your pup to come play with us.

It's SPRING Cleaning Time! Let’s get back to normal.

All-points disinfecting & sanitizing
included with every cleaning
Lic./Insured * References * Free Estimates

AMAIDS=

Loving Your Home

Servicing: Placitas, Bernalillo,
Los Ranchos, and Corrales, NM

(505) 818-4348 * ZiaMaids.com

Z

NON-LETHAL SNAKE REMOVAL
~ ~ ~ Any kind of snake ~ ~ ~
Donations accepted for payment.

Call Moises—321-3600

WILDLIFE RESCUE—Call 505-344-2500.
An all-volunteer wildlife rescue program to assist injured
or orphaned wildlife. A service of the Rio Grande Nature

Center in Albuquerque, New Mexico.

SANDOVAL SIGNPOST ® SERVING THE COMMUNITY

Local resndent . 25 years experlence
References provided © Placitas area

Lesia Graham — 448-1152 / 415-2680

sPLAClTAS HOUSEKEEPING_

FOR §AL¢:
HOMES / LAND

VALLEY AND MOUNTAIN FEEL IN WILD CHERRY
FARMS IN THE VILLAGE—S5 lots with underground
shared well, power and natural gas. Mountain/valley
views tucked in among the fruit and cottonwood trees.
$79,000 per lot. Porter 263-3662, La Puerta Real Estate
Services, LLC -867-3388.

DESERT MOUNTAIN VIEW LOT IN A CUL-DE-SAC
AWAY FROM THE HIGHWAY—AII underground utili-
ties to the lot and a driveway cut to the building area.
Complete Sandia and sunset/ city light views. Only
$125,000. Call Porter 263-3662. La Puerta Real Estate Serv-
ices, LLC 867-3388.

Janice M. Fowler 'pu.aus
REALTORs
505-\,3553;3 946 03 Homesteads Road, Suite A
Placitas, NM 87043
Property Management phone 505-867-8000

fox 505-867-4113
Home and Land Sales, Purchases o

Janice@PlacitasRealty.com Wondngn'.
PlacitasReal Albuguerque, Placifas,

www, _ac asRealfy.com Rio Rancho, «« metro area
Find us on [

BUDAGHERS—7 ACRES $39,000—Bank-owned lot
between Bernalillo and Santa Fe. Just off I-25. Placitas
Realty 867-8000 Dave 263-2266.

PLACITAS—ESTATE SALE $425,000—4 bedroom, 2.5
bath home on 3 acres! 2,450 sq. ft. plus 2-car garage on 3
acres! Excellent views of Sandias and Cabezon/sunsets!
Dave Harper 263-2266, Placitas Realty 867-8000.

PLACITAS—5 ACRES $60,000—Developed land that
includes water & underground electricity! Both views!
Land is already platted as 2 lots! Very reasonable
covenants. Placitas Realty 867-8000, Dave 263-2266.

PLACITAS—4 ACRES $35,000—Spacious lot along sea-
sonal; stream in Placitas! Includes electric, cable and dra-
matic Sandia views! Owner must sell! Placitas Realty
867-8000 or 263-2266 Dave Harper.

PLACITAS—5 ACRES $88,000—Convenient meadow lot
with huge Sandia views. Owner financing. No restric-
tions. Placitas Realty 867-8000, Dave Harper 263-2266.

PLACITAS—3 LOTS $57,000—3 acres that are already
platted as 3 separate one acre lots. The price is for all
three! Owner financing available! No restrictions! Big San-
dia views & very easy access! Placitas Realty 867-8000
Dave 263-2266.

— “FOR SALE-HOMES/LAND,” continued next page
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FOR §ALE:

HOMES / LAND
~CONTINUED ~

LYNN KOCH, CRS, 3+ DECADES IN REAL ESTATE
Realty One of New Mexico * Call (m) 505-379-2289,

(0) 883-9400 or email: lynn@placitasrealestate.com
VISIT www.PlacitasRealEstate.com. Call for pricing!
YOUR “GO-TO” SITE FOR PLACITAS INFORMATION!

COMING SOON—RARE Placitas commercial metal building,
very energy efficient with active solar, natural gas and individual
well. Excellent (like-new) condition freshly painted interior, new
commercial carpet, new window coverings. C-1 Zoning, 3750 sf
(45% office, 55% warehouse), 6 phone jacks, Ethernet cable, high
speed Internet, 16’ roll-up metal bay door, 1.748 acres.

COMING SOON—UNIQUE Placitas property including 3 BR,

2 BA adobe/frame passive solar main house & 2 BR, 1 BA casita on
a view property in a great location. Renovated w/ new appliances,
granite in kitchens & baths, new baths, some new tile, some new
windows, freshly painted interiors, no carpet, newer septic. You
have the benefit of Old World SW charm w/ new features in both
ONE LEVEL homes. 2-car garage plus a 30’ RV garage.

LOT 52, ANASAZI TRAILS ROAD—FULLY IMPROVED

lot w/ all utilities, fantastic views, incredible location, easy building
site, easy access, wonderful subdivision w/ fabulous homes all
around. Walking trails, tennis court & small putting green in
subdivision. One of the prettiest lots out there!

LOT 128, 0CATE COURT—ALL AROUND VIEWS—

Sandia Mountain, Mesa and Sunset views from this easy building
site comprised of 1.68 acres. Located in gorgeous Anasazi Meadows.
Fully improved w/ community water, electric, telephone, cable &
natural gas. Build your dream home here!

FOR §ALE:
MISCELLANEOUS

*ONLINE-ONLY AUCTION-PLACITAS ESTATE*
SEE: www.spectrumauctionlic.com
BID NOW ON: www.dukecityauctions.com
Spectrum Auction LLC-228-9600

LOOKING FOR DOG AGILITY EQUIPMENT

Spring cleaning? Ready to move your equip on?

Happy for one piece or many. For our new pup!
Please call 505-867-5603

GROUND WORK
/ LANDSCAPING

_CASIC DESIGN
" =Y Buip
s MAINTAIN
“Changing Dirt

mnto Dreams”
By

~ DAVID DOYIE
LANDSCAPE 505*50618242
DESIGN ~ e

classiclandscape@hotmail.com

GROUND WONK
LANDSCAPING

~CONTINUED ~

& HiGH & DRY LANDSCAPES &

Country cottage gardens using native plants & permaculture

CALL/TXT: SALLY HALL—505-695-0243

FOREVERBLOOM—A HORTICULTURE AND
ARBORICULTURE BUSINESS. Services include:
Consulting, landscape design, plant care, pre-purchase
inspection and selection. Disease and pest infestation
control. Tree appraisals and landscape restoration.

30 yrs. exp. Please give me a call—Virginia Escamilla at
505-379-8890.

BLOOMING NATIVE GARDENS

PROFESSIONAL XERISCAPE DESIGN,
INSTALLATION & MAINTENANCE
BASED IN PLACITAS

NOW SCHEDULING SPRING CLEANUP!!

Xeriscape design,
Installation & repair of irrigation & water features
Over 30 yrs experience in native/non-native plants
Offering maintenance schedule to fit your needs
10% off for new Placitas customers

Installation from sod & plants to flagstone patios
& block walls

505-440-0875

bloomingnative@gmail.com

installation & maintenance

Recommended by Angie’s List e References furnished e Lic/Ins

DALE’S TREE SERVICE—Pruning, removals, stumps,
hauling and mowing. 28 years experience. Dale Roberts,
505-473-4129 or 505-977-1981.

WHELCHEL

Landscaping and Construction Co.

SAVE 10% off our already compeitve price
when you MENTION this SIGNPOST AD!

NOW is a great time to SAVE MONEY
on Landscaping, Concrete Work, Paved Patios,

Patio Covers, Gravel Work & more!

We’re specialists in Landscaping & Outdoor Living
If you can imagine it, we can create it.

Sprinkler & Drip Systems
Concrete, Flagstone & Brick Work
Block Walls & Stucco Work ¢ Additions & Remodels
Kiva Fireplaces, Banco Seating, Outdoor Kitchens
Portals, Patio Covers, Decks, Retaining Walls

Terracing , Sod, Gravel & Planting

Call 221-8052 for free estimate

References/Pictures on Request ®* www.nmlandscaping.com
Licensed/Bonded/Insured/Lic. #60178
A-Rating - Angie’s List © AAA - Better Business Bureau

Read Signpost back issues at
www.sandovalsignpost.com

— “GROUND WORK |/ LANDSCAPING,” continued next column

HEALTH / SPIRIT
/| BEAUTY
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SOFT OPENING: May, 2020

Call for your private appointment.

3 Homesteads Rd., Ste. D « Placitas, NM 87043
(505) 867-6361  PlacitasDelSalon.info

RIVER STONE CATE CLARK MASSAGE is temporarily closed due to pandemic.
Thank you Placitas for being the best place ever to just stay home and practice
good self-care! Let's continue to share the Love with one another, to support our
local essential businesses that remain open, and to check in with our neighbors. I
look forward to seeing you for massage therapy again soon. Stay safe and healthy.

Atmabodh

YOGA STUDIO

878 s camino del pueblo

bernalillo, new mexico 87004
www.atmabodhyoga.com

505.867.9222

Tibetan Cranial Sessions by appt.

Tibetan Cranial info, visit: www.atmabodhyoga.com

FIND PEACE AND QUIET
ON BEAUTIFUL VIEW PROPERTY

Build your dream home on a rare 5+-acre parcel in

Placitas that allows freedom to garden, keep horses,

have a guesthouse, build what you like, hike around.
Underground electricity, Cable TV /Internet.

Shared well. Subdivided into two 2.5+-acre lots.

Gorgeous 60-mile mountain and mesa views.

A moss rock arroyo provides your own private park.
The 560-acre Placitas Open Space is next door.

Take a drive ® Have a look! ® At intersection of
Arco Iris, Sacred Path & Hohokam Road

CALL DAVE HARPER, PLACITAS REALTY
263-2266 OR 867-8000

§ERDICES

HOMEOWNERS’ HANDYMAN SERVICES—Carpentry,
decks, doors, landscaping, painting, tile, windows. Free
estimates. Call 505-313-1929.

Boa Electric Co

Residential & Commercial
Reasonable Rates

NM Lic. #91491
Bonded & Insured
MHDEE98 Licensed

John Patton
(505) 363-3823

— “SERVICES,” continued next page
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§ERVICES

~CONTINUED ~

O'HARA PAINTING—Quality craftsmanship.
Professional service. Clean and efficient. Low VOC
paint products. Licensed, Bonded and Insured. Check
references at: nextdoor.com. Call Kieran O'Hara for a
free estimate. 505-699-6253 (land lines: dial 505).

Placitas

Pool & Spa Service

Complete
Service * Repair * Maintenance

797-9680

Clip This Ad and Place on Refrigerator for Future Reference

Adobe Handym Serwces
|dortalll ‘

Tile Framing D
Stucco Plaster P.
Windows Doors i
Stonework Adobg

No job too small
FREE ESTIMATES!
Call Scott 600-2394

DAVE’'S
BOBCAT SERVICE [

Dirt Removal
Trash Haul « Grading
Tree/Brush Removal
Gravel « Driveways
Snow Removal » Backhoe

Call 505-264-1062

Licensed & Insured

“Serving
Sandoval County
since 1996”

e o« DESERT SERVICE SPRING ¢ ¢ »
Garage Door Service
Broken Spring & Operator Repair

505-252-9722 + WEEKENDS—No Extra Charge

NEED AN ELECTRICIAN?
- Residential
-Commercial
‘Remodels
-Service
Upgrades
g;dez;err;sehrozrajma Bonded and Insured SOLAR
505-554-0786 CALL :Sistqllat'ion
David Hammack | onrtorin
505-554-4623 TODAY! Maintenange

FREE ESTIMATES ¢ LOCAL REFERENCES ° LIC#67125

BUSI];E PESE%DN ‘ ROE,LLB

505-697-1776

JOSHUA URBAN - FIREFIGHTER /EMT @

HOUSE PAINTING—42 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
Hello, ’'m Steve Russo. I live in Placitas and specialize in residen-
tial interior and small exterior painting. 'm neat, reliable, and
will give you a free written estimate. Fully insured 908-278-8785

\ Remodel
\ New Construction

% Repair

MECHANICAL
% Solar Instailation

RAY PATTERSON, JR.
% Plumbing ,\FFOF\DAB"'E
Y\ Heating RATES! 505-449-7740

\ Gas QUAL”'Y INSURED & BONDED
WORK NM-98 Lic. #89708
% Water Softeners LP-4 Lic. #36160

Sy i )

5 Painting by
: ' iN"Umted Services

Residential ¢ Commercial

All Paints & Refinishes « Int./Ext.
' General Maintenance
Handyman e Stucco Repairs

505.250.6646

Licensed, Insured & Bonded

Top Notcu Poors
~ Call for Pool Closings
& Equipment Upgrades

~ Service Maintenance

505-933-1767

“BeTTER TO BE THE Top NOTCH THAN THE BOTTOM NITCH”

THANK YOU for your support

of Signpost advertisers.

3G PLUMBING AND GAS FITTING
3 Generations of Plumbing and Mechanical

Experience
"Where Character and Values Matter!"

Dametri Broughton
Owner/Operator
505-288-7656

NM3GPlumbing@yahoo.com 3G Plumbing and Gas Fitting

"STAY AT
HOME"

A STEREOGRAM

by
GARY PRIESTER

TO VIEW THE STEREOGRAM:
Hold the image close to your wide open
eyes and look “through” the image, not

focusing on it, then slowly move the image
away maintaining the blurred focus.
Let your brain work to see the
hidden image in 3D.

Visit:
facebook.com/Eyetricks3DStereograms to
see images that change each week or visit:

eyetricks-3d-stereograms.com.
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