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State debate on
gun laws descends
on County Commission

—BILL DIVEN
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~BILL DIVEN
After a raucous hearing over gun ownership and the Bill of
Rights, Sandoval County joined more than a dozen other
counties in declaring itself a Second Amendment Sanctuary.
The resolution, passed 4-1 on February 21, supports Sheriff
Jesse James Casaus should he decide to selectively ignore any
state gun laws he deems unconstitutional. The action stems
from several bills pending in the Legislature that have yet to
pass both houses in current or amended form.
The sixty-day legislative session ends on March 16.
Bookending the debate were concerns that the sheriffs not
enforcing duly enacted laws amounted to anarchy and fears
enforcing them starts down the road to tyranny and general
gun confiscations. Whether the commission's resolution is
merely symbolic or carries legal weight also was part of the
nearly two-hour discussion.
"This resolution does not mean the criminal element or nonlaw-abiding citizens will be free to do whatever," Casaus told
commissioners. "I, as the sheriff, will still enforce the existing
laws and prosecute them to the fullest… These proposed laws
will only affect law-abiding citizens and do nothing to take
guns out of the hands of criminals."
Opponents of the resolution said the commission was overstepping its bounds and wasting taxpayer money.
"I support the Second Amendment but am not sure why you
think sanctuary is necessary as nobody is attacking New Mexicans right to keep and bear their arms for protection, hunting,
and any other lawful purpose," said Alexis Jimenez of Rio Rancho. "The bills in the Legislature right now are aimed at keeping guns out of the hands of dangerous and irresponsible
people as much as possible."
Among the bills at issue are House Bill (HB) 130 and Senate
Bill 201, background checks for private and gun-show firearm
sales; HB 48, adding access to guns to the crime of child neglect; and HB 130, permitting emergency seizures of guns from
persons at risk for harming themselves or others.
"Keeping in mind this is only the first session of the new
regime, and these issues are just beginning," said Matt Wasson
of Rio Rancho, vice president of the New Mexico chapter of the
Sons of Liberty Riders. "It's time to tell Albuquerque and Santa
Fe New Mexico is a diverse state; they don't own it to run as
they see fit… The time to take a stand is now."
HB 83, the Extreme Risk Firearm Protection Order Act, sponsored by Rep. Daymon Ely, D-Corrales, drew particular attention from the New Mexico Sheriff's Association (NMSA). The
bill would allow a court to order the confiscation of someone's
guns if a family member or a third party convinces a judge the
person is an immediate threat.
Critics of the bill say it lacks due process by not letting the
accused challenge the court order until after the weapons are
seized and creates undue risk for law officers surprising someone with an order to take away their guns.
"It really puts us at a high liability, it puts the county at a
high liability for lawsuits," NMSA vice president and Cibola
County Sheriff Tony Mace said. "It puts law enforcement officers in dangerous situations."
In addition to gun rights—the Second Amendment—Mace

County Commission Chair David Heil, County Manager Dianne Maes, and County
Treasurer Laura Montoya were among those ceremonially throwing a power switch
noting completion of a $6.5 million energy-efficiency project. The roof over their heads
holds solar panels that help power the county administration building.

County goes solar
~SIGNPOST STAFF
With the flip of a symbolic switch,
Sandoval County in early February
celebrated completion of an energyefficiency project featuring solar panels
supplying power to 22 county facilities.
Beyond the solar panels, energy-efficiency upgrades at 45 of 52 county locations include LED lighting, building
controls, heating and cooling (HVAC)
equipment, and water-conservation measures. By the numbers, the $6.5 million
project is forecast to reduce energy consumption by forty percent annually and
costs by 35 percent.
"We did numerous large and small HVAC
from all corners of the county from next to
the Judicial Complex, where we installed
two new boilers, to replacing furnaces at
remote sites like the La Cueva fire station
on the top of the Jemez Mountains," said
Patrick Gibson of contractor ENGIE Services U.S. Built-in analytics alert the Public
Works Department if the systems encounter
problems, he added.
"It's not just a solar electric-production

also cited the Fourth Amendment—search
and seizure—as civil rights imperiled by the
pending legislation.
Mace said the Sheriff's Association is tracking 12 bills and is working to resolve issues
with six of them. Twenty-nine sheriffs have

project. It's a true energy program that
encompasses many forms of efficiency and
how the county consumes energy and operates their facilities today and into the
future," Gibson said.
The county describes the project as, by
far, the most aggressive and inclusive such
project by a government entity in New
Mexico. The solar installations will provide
25 percent of the power needed to operate
county facilities in a market where energy
costs have grown by an average five to
eight percent annually over the last ten
years, according to a county fact sheet.
Among the buildings receiving upgrades
is the Sandoval County Detention Center.
Two inmate escapes in 2017 highlighted
decades of neglect at SCDC leading county
commissioners to impose a tax to fund
ongoing operations and maintenance and
$5 million in renovations.
The Placitas Community Library was one
of the sites as well, receiving solar panels
on a new structure shading some parking
spaces.

come out against some of the legislation, and
about ten of them attended the commission
meeting.
Complaints of citizens being ignored
focused on small hearing rooms at the state
capitol leaving members of the public shut
—continued on page 4
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U P F RO N T
from page 1
-–––Guns
out and unable to speak.
Commission Chair David Heil,
who sponsored the resolution,
found himself repeatedly quieting
the audience as applause interrupted some comments, and boos
and name-calling interrupted
others.
After the meeting, Heil told the
Signpost that the resolution mostly
sends a message to legislators.
"What it has to a certain extent is
political theater," he said. "It shows
people are not being heard."
Commissioners Katherine Bruch
of Placitas and Kenneth Eichwald
of Cuba spoke against the resolution, but Eichwald said he voted
for it based on requests from his
constituents.
In other commission action in
February:
• By a 3-2 party-line vote, commissioners opposed House Bill 206,
the Environmental Review Act, calling it a deterrent to economic development. The bill would require
certain projects under government
purview to include reviews of
health and environment impacts

and consultation with tribal governments.
• Universal Waste Systems
reported during its first year with
the help of partners it has cleaned
up 12 illegal dumps collecting
120,000 pounds of trash. The company, the county's solid-waste contractor for rural areas other than
Placitas, also added free recycling at
the convenience centers in Peña
Blanca, Cañon, and Cuba and held
collection events there for electronic
and household hazardous waste.
• New Mexico Gas Company
(NMGC) detailed plans to build a
twenty-inch pipeline starting later
this year or early in 2020 from east
of Interstate 25 near Bernalillo to
near Santa Fe to serve northern
New Mexico and Los Alamos
National Laboratory. The line parallels an existing 12-inch line that will
be retired. Tim Korte of NMGC said
the company is working with residents of Budaghers to address concerns about construction through
their area.
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New sheriff pins on badge and big plans
~SIGNPOST STAFF

Nearly New
A Repeat Boutique Operated by Bound for Success, Inc.

—BILL DIVEN

When Sandoval County
Sheriff Jesse James Casaus
came into office on
January 1, he arrived
with a to-do list and
few illusions.
"They're all going to
take some time," he told
the Signpost in a recent
interview.
To pick one item,
start with setting up a
multiagency task force to
join the county, Bernalillo,
Corrales, Rio Rancho, and
possibly tribal police in
attacking drug trafficking.
Such a unit would go after
Undersheriff Joe Gonzales and Sheriff Jesse James Casaus
street-level dealing, while
are the top officials in the Sandoval County Sheriff's Office
gathering intelligence and
after Casaus's election last year.
engaging in interdiction
and undercover operations.
Included within professional development
"It would make a difference in everything
would be tactical skills and creating a tactical
every day," Casaus said. "Drugs are the root of,
anti-crime (TAC) unit to respond to situations
I'd say, 99.9 percent of the crime."
ranging from an active shooter to serving highSandoval County Sheriff’s Office (SCSO) does
risk arrest and search warrants.
not have a narcotics unit, so those crimes are
A working group is the beginning of an effort
assigned to investigators already working other
to maximize grants to help fund SCSO operations
types of cases. A sergeant with narcotics experiand equipment. The initial target is the Departence has been meeting with other agencies as a
ment of Justice Community Oriented Policing
preliminary step to creating such task force,
Services program, known as a COPS grant, to
Casaus added.
hire additional officers.
The new administration is also identifying
The department is funded for 56 sworn officers,
officers certified in specific training skills to
and, as of mid-February, had one vacancy with
establish a continuous training calendar. With
multiple applicants for the position. Casaus said
multiple trainers the goal is to expand training
that by working with the County Commission
for deputies.
he'll try to increase the number of sworn officers
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DAYLIGHT SAvINGS ends!
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OPEN: Wed-Sat. 10am-4pm • Tues by appt. only

by ten percent a year during his four-year term.
Keeping wages competitive is another issue, especially given the Albuquerque Police Department has
been aggressively recruiting to add two hundred officers to give it a force of 1,100. Where SCSO starts an
experienced officer with current certification at $22.25
an hour, APD offers $28 an hour, escalating to $30 and
beyond, depending on years of experience.
Casaus said he's already discussed plans with county
commissioners.
"Without manpower, you can't send deputies to training, you can't have a narcotics unit, you can't have a
TAC team," he added. "I believe the County Commission is on the same page… I genuinely believe they
—continued on page 7

Sandoval Signpost • Serving the community since 1988 • M ARCH 2019 • Page 5

—BILL DIVEN
Rep. Gregg Schmedes, R-Tijeras, listens to
testimony on legislation pending before the
House Health and Human Services Committee.
Schmedes, a member of the committee, is in his
first session of the Legislature. Rep. Joanne
Ferrary, D-Las Cruces, in the background is
vice-chair of the committee.

U P F RO N T
~CONTINUED

Rep. Schmedes dives into
first legislative session
~BILL DIVEN
Six months after being appointed to
the state House, and three months
after winning election to the seat, Rep.
Gregg Schmedes is experiencing the
protocols, conflicts, and search for
alliances in the Legislature.
"It's been an incredible learning
experience," Schmedes told the
Signpost as the sixty-day session
passed the halfway mark. "We have
some have wonderful groups of
legislators."
As a newcomer and Republican,
Schmedes finds himself navigating a
body where Democrats hold a 46-24
advantage. His District 22, which
includes Placitas, Algodones, La
Madera, Albuquerque's East Mountains, and a few precincts in Santa Fe
County, has been in Republican hands
since taking its present shape after the
2010 Census.
"Some of the most rewarding parts
have been in trying to develop relationships across the aisle because that
requires finding common ground,"
Schmedes said. "We, in general, view
the world differently, we view politics
differently, but when you can find that
common thread it just makes it real
fun to spark a friendship or relationship."
Those diplomatic skills were on display during a February 22 hearing by
the House Health and Human Services
Committee. Schmedes, a member of
the committee, also was there to testify
for his own bill that wades into the
charged atmosphere between personal
conscience and delivery of health care.
His House Bill (HB) 525, co-sponsored with the House Minority Whip
Rep. Rod Montoya, R-Farmington, is
called the Health Care Freedom of
Conscience Act. If approved, it would
protect physicians, nurses, pharma-
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cists, institutions, and third-party payers who withhold services based on
deeply held personal beliefs.
Schmedes, a surgeon, is one of two
physicians in the Legislature. The
other is Rep. William Pratt, D-Albuquerque, who sits on the same committee and across the table from
Schmedes.
"This is a challenging issue because
usually there are two sides adamantly
opposed to each other, and I think
increasingly opposed to each other in
these sorts of conscience-protection
issues," he testified. "It's concerning to
me because I think our state and our
society at large is headed in the wrong
direction. We are diverging from each
other instead of trying to look for
common ground."
Schmedes said he wasn't being
dogmatic about such issues but trying
to engage the discussion. Common
ground proved sparse, however, with
only one speaker saying people should
have the right to say no.
Others—doctors, a pastor, civil- and
reproductive-rights activists, and a
woman with a story of nearly bleeding
to death during a problem pregnancy
after a doctor refused to treat her—
uniformly opposed the bill.
"This bill threatens to completely
upend the careful balance we've
already struck of religious freedom
and other important human rights and
instead grants providers a license to
put their personal views before the
health care needs of a patient," said
Adrian Carver, executive director of
Equality New Mexico. "Patients' health
and well being should always come
first."
Ultimately the committee, acting as a
subcommittee due to a shortage of
members present, favored a do-not—continued on page 8
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from page 5–––Sheriff
want to see us succeed."
Contract negotiations between the
county and the Sandoval County
Sheriff's Deputies Association, which
cover more than salaries, are scheduled to begin in March.
A related issue involving training,
equipment, and best practices is limiting the county's exposure to liability. Already some risk areas have
been identified, including use of ballistic vests, stun guns, and county
vehicles.
On a smaller scale, the county has
one animal-control officer with a second position vacant. Beyond beefing
up that side of his operation, Casaus
said he's also pursuing the idea of
the county opening its own animal
shelter instead of relying solely on
nonprofits with limited resources.
The arrival of the new sheriff
coincided with other changes at the
top of the SCSO administration.
Casaus appointed Joe Gonzales as
his undersheriff, a veteran of 37
years in law enforcement including
25 with the Santa Fe Police Department, seven with SCSO, and three
with Sandia Pueblo.
Gonzales replaced former Captain
Mike Traxler who was appointed
undersheriff after the retirement of
Karl Wiese. Former Lt. Keith Elder,
Casaus's Republican opponent in the
November election, now heads the
Advanced Training Bureau at the
New Mexico Law Enforcement
Academy.
Meanwhile, in January, Lt. Victor
Rodriguez was appointed chief of
police in Belen. Among his SCSO
duties, Rodriguez served as interim
warden of the Sandoval County
Detention Center after the County
Commission fired the jail administrators after two escapes in 2017.
Within his to-do list, Casaus cited
more community involvement on
two fronts. One includes programs
to educate people on public safety
and provide cost-effective ways to
increase awareness through homeowners associations, social media,
sustained Neighborhood Watch-like
efforts and email alerts.
"There's no doubt about it that
people calling in has helped us catch
some of these burglars," Captain
Allen Mills said.
Second includes a strategic planning board comprised of SCSO and
county and civilian representatives
to act as liaison between citizens
and law enforcement to support
solutions to community problems.
After nearly 18 years in law
enforcement, Casaus, a Placitas resident, said he did feel a difference

when he took office in a county of 3,700 square miles and
about 145,000 people. While much of his to-do list came
up when talking with voters during his election campaign,
some day-to-day details weren't part of that discussion.
"Different issues are present that maybe I didn't foresee,"

he said. "Just personnel issues, equipment issues, issues
that have nothing to do with chasing bad guys… People
are calling with all kinds of issues. It's not going to happen
overnight."
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from page 6-–––Legislative
pass recommendation for HB
525. A formal vote was to be
taken at a future meeting.
In a later interview, Schmedes
said conscientious objection was
not a topic among his plans from
the session. Then he and others
realized a growing coalition was
at work to end all religious
objections, he said.
The bill is written to prohibit
discrimination based on a person's status or identity and to
require sincere and practiced
beliefs by providers claiming
conscientious objection,
Schmedes added.
Some among the 13 bills and
one memorial Schmedes is sponsoring are faring better.
HB 48 adds to the code of
ethics for speech pathologists,
audiologists, and hearing-aid
dispensers a requirement to tell
potential purchasers about
devices that can connect hearing
aids with assisted-hearing systems in many public places such
as theaters and concert halls. The
bill passed the House and awaits
action in the Senate.
HB 96, the Blind Parents'
Rights Act, would prohibit using
blindness as a basis for denying
or restricting a parental right.
One House committee gave a

do-pass recommendation, but a
second committee had yet to act
on it.
HB 483 would require local
governments to create a zoning
method to allow detached housing for family members with
disabilities in single-family residential zones. The amended bill
won a do-pass recommendation
from one House committee and
was awaiting a hearing before
another.
HB 576, which mirrors a bill in
the Senate, is an attempt to end
speculation in groundwater
resources, which Schmedes said
continues despite already being
illegal. The bill would require a
purchaser to identify both the
intended beneficial use for the
water and all end-users.
By Signpost deadline, other
bills were languishing. Those
include recognizing military
medical training as credit toward
nursing degrees, which may
already be addressed elsewhere,
and amending the state Constitution to add parental rights to
guide the upbringing, care, and
education of their children. The
amendment was tabled by the
first of two committees to which
it was assigned.

DEMOLITION • LOADER • PAD PREPARATION
GRADING • BACKHOE / BOBCAT SERVICE
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~CONTINUED

Developer wins rezoning
for Bernalillo project
~SIGNPOST STAFF
Neighborhood protests have failed to
stop a zoning change needed to expand
a mixed-use development already
straddling U.S. Highway 550 in
Bernalillo.
By a 4-0 vote, on February 25, town
councilors approved rezoning 24.4
acres south of U.S. 550 between the
west bank of the Rio Grande and
Sheriff's Posse Road. The land is currently zoned rural-residential (R-R) for
single-family homes.
The zoning on the northern 13.3 acres
abutting the @Rio development now
becomes C-1 for commercial uses. The
southern 11.1 acres remains residential,
although the new R-2 zoning permits
both single- and multi-family housing.
About two dozen people spoke at the
Town Council meeting—the majority
opposed cited traffic and density
increases, lack of detail on the developers' plans, and disruption of the smalltown character and density listed as a
priority in the town plan governing
growth.
Other residents saw the project as
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being good overall for a town that
needs economic development and more
housing. The developer is working
with residents to address concerns, they
added.
The rezoning, however, is just a first
step granting Rusco Properties LLC a
year to engineer and design the project
and complies with 14 conditions
attached to the zoning approval. Those
include drainage, traffic, and lighting
plans; a traffic study; and platting the
individual lots so a buffer of singlefamily homes separate existing homes
from multi-family residences.
The developer then returns to the
Planning and Zoning Commission and
Town Council for final plat approval
before construction can begin.
The @Rio project, announced in
October, covers 14 acres split by U.S.
550 to be connected by a river walk
under the highway bridge. Bosque
Brewing Company is the anchor tenant
for what also is to be a mixed-use
commercial-residential development.
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A RO U N D TO W N
Programs aimed at free-roaming
horses advance on multiple fronts
~BILL DIVEN
The first formal attempt to tally the population of horses roaming free in Placitas
has found sixty so far and is still counting.
Separately, San Felipe Pueblo has granted a one-month extension to find new
homes for seventy horses rounded up in Placitas more than two years ago and
placed in the pueblo's horse sanctuary.
The census being conducted by Mount Taylor Mustangs is also identifying
herds, family bands, and individual horses. Sandoval County hired the company
on January 1 under a two-year contract that includes a fertility-control program
using the dart-administered contraceptive PZP.
In mid-February the county’s Community Services Department, which is managing the contract, reported the company had treated 35 mares with their first
annual dose of PZP. Of those, five have received the second booster shot.
Community Services is also overseeing the Free-Roaming Horse Advisory Council, created by the County Commission last year to work on conflicts among
horses, humans, and traffic in Placitas. The council consists of five representatives
of county and federal agencies and four appointed citizens.
The council is next scheduled to meet on April 10 to hear a presentation from
veterinarian Dr. Anne Hale. The council also is monitoring several horse-related
bills currently pending in the Legislation.
Information on council activities can be found through the homepage link Animal Welfare Programs & Services on the county website SandovalCountyNM.gov.
All this activity stems from recommendations by a task force released in 2014
and mostly gathering dust until then-Commissioner James Holden Rhodes of
Placitas began agitating for action last year. An early sign of progress was lowered
speed limits on Camino de las Huertas and Camino del Tecolote and traffic signs
on State Road 165 warning of horses on the loose.
Four horses are known to have died after collisions with vehicles on State Road
165 and Camino de las Huertas during 2018.
The Sandoval County Sheriff's Office joined in the public safety campaign
by increasing traffic enforcement in
Placitas. Over a few weeks in January
and February, the SCSO traffic unit
stopped 74 drivers for speeding with
many of the motorists 15 mph over the
posted speed limit.
Patrol deputies made additional stops
as part of their regular duties, according to information released by SCSO.
The highest speeds reported were 72
mph in a 50 mph zone, 62 mph in a 45
mph zone, and 50 mph in a 25 mph
zone.
SCSO also is asking residents to
report sightings of horses frequenting
roadways. Emails listing the number
of horses, place, date, and time of the
sightings can be sent to: SCSOCrimeWatch@SandovalCountyNM.gov. [no
hyphens].
San Felipe Pueblo initially requested
that the Placitas horses at its sanctuary
be removed by February 19 so the
pueblo could close that section of
rangeland to let it heal. Sandy Johnson
of Placitas WILD said her organization
feels it can comply with that deadline.
"We're not going to let any of these
horses go to places we don't trust,"
Johnson told the Signpost. "We've
pledged to folks donating to us that no
horse will be put in any unsafe conditions."
Placitas WILD is working to place
the horses with certified horse rescue
facilities, which require payment to
support feed, training, and veterinarian
care, she added. Fundraising is
being handled through the website
PlacitasHorses.com.
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In loving memory of John Howard
—BILL DIVEN

Good
Attracts
Good
This principle was
illustrated by the
life of John Howard,
a resident Placitas
artist, who passed
away on Sunday,
November 4th, 2018.
He left behind
a collection of
pastel studies and
masterpieces of the
John’s last pastel of the Sandias, from memory.
Sandias, as well as
many other subjects.
He was a dedicated artist who persevered against all odds.

Las Placitas Presbyterian Church pastor Rev. Drew Henry (right) joins in the
standing ovation for the performance by Lone Piñon, two musicians specializing
in traditional northern New Mexico music. The concert was among the events
celebrating the 125th anniversary of the church’s founding.

He respected a poet named Kahlil Gibran who said,
“Kindness is like snow, it covers everything.”
“Beauty is not in the face; beauty is a light in the heart.”
John was an inspiration to many who knew him.
Thank you, John, for all you taught us.
— SALLY G. HALL

Church celebrates roots in three centuries
~BILL DIVEN

Rattlesnake avoidance clinic for dogs
On March 10, at 9:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., and 11:00 a.m., the Central New
Mexico Brittany Club and Terry and Janet Chandler will again conduct
rattlesnake avoidance clinics for dogs on the West Mesa. The clinic can be
done for up to 25 dogs at a time. The goal is to keep your dog away from
rattlesnakes. With your registration fee, you are entitled to a one-time free
follow-up in a future clinic. The fee is $65 per dog.
For more information or to register call 466-6511, 660-6020, send email to
tjmauter@comcast.net, or go to centralnewmexicobrittanyclub.com/CNMBC
_Hosted_Rattlesnake_Avoidance_Clinics.html.

To those who feel called, you are welcome to join us to honor and remember John Howard on Monday, March 25. Please meet at the Placitas Café
at 2:00 p.m. From there, we will caravan to a nearby outdoor location.
Please bring any of John’s artwork, memories or stories you’d like to share.

—ETHAN ORTEGA

At 125 years of age, Las Placitas Presbyterian Church is looking fit enough for
at least another century.
On the last Sunday in February the congregation and friends celebrated the
anniversary of the 1894 founding with a full house for the morning service,
followed by an open social event and concert of traditional northern New Mexico music by the duo Lone Piñon. During the service, pastor Reverend Drew
Henry read the list of the 39 families who formed the church under the guidance of Reverend José Ynéz Perea of Bernalillo.
"Their families are still part of the church," Henry said later. "It's beautiful to
have a community so rooted in the history of the place."
Even the adobes in the oldest part of the current church tell a story, having
come from the Presbyterian mission school on the site that served as the church
into the early 1930s.
"Literally the same mud bricks have been with the church all these years,"
Henry said.
Presbyterian missionaries were active in New Mexico in the 1800s with First
Presbyterian Church in Santa Fe, founded in 1850, being the first Protestant
church in New Mexico Territory, which, at the time, included modern Arizona.
Reverend Perea, a member of Bernalillo's leading family, is considered the
nation's first Hispanic Presbyterian minister after his conversion from Catholicism.
In Placitas, the ties between the Presbyterian church and the Catholic San
Antonio Mission remain strong as members of numerous families attend one
or the other or both. Spanish remains a part of the Presbyterian service after
English was added in the 1960s in what was a controversial change at the time.
Las Placitas Presbyterian's influence in the community extends beyond
Sundays to establishing the now-independent Mothers Day Out pre-school,
Casa Rosa food bank, and the Placitas Artists Series while serving as a venue
for community events. The congregation currently numbers about 170.
During his sermon, Henry chose a passage from Deuteronomy that reads in
part, "I have set before you life and death, blessing and curse: therefore choose
life, that both thou and thy seed may live."
But how does a church survive 125 years?
"From a faith perspective, this is beyond us," Henry said. "It requires an
openness, and it takes the long view… This is not the church it was in 1894."

2014 Sandoval County youths Christina Hower and Zack Lance
at Coronado Historic Site.

Calling all youths
~MATTHEW J. BARBOUR, MANAGER, CORONADO AND JEMEZ HISTORIC SITES
The Sandoval County Summer Youth Employment Program offers teenagers
the opportunity to work part-time jobs with state and local agencies, as well
as nonprofits located within Sandoval County. These jobs allow young men
and women to gain much needed workforce experience and provides a
reliable income during the summer months of June and July.
In 2019, Coronado and Jemez Historic Site are once again partnering with
this exciting program, administered by Sandoval County, to offer jobs at
New Mexico Historic Sites. Young adults can assist with historic preservation projects and share New Mexico history with site visitors. This is an
excellent opportunity for those interested in careers in archaeology, architecture, tourism, history, and traditional construction practices.
Sandoval County Summer Youth Employment Program applications are
available between March 25 and April 5 at the Human Resources Office in
the Sandoval County Administration Building, Jemez Valley Community
Center, Cuba Senior Center, Peña Blanca Community Center, and Cochiti
Pueblo Tribal Office. Youths can also apply online at Sandovalcountynm.gov.
So, get out there, apply, and come work for New Mexico Historic Sites.
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Spain’s King Carlos III

“Pesos and Patriots” tells
the story of New Mexico’s
role in the American
War of Independence
~NANCY ADAMS BENNETT
New Mexico Presidio soldiers supported the
American cause in the fight for independence, a part of history that has only recently
begun to come to light. Their story is
revealed in the exhibit “Pesos and Patriots,”
which runs through May 19 at the Albuquerque Museum.
The “Pesos and Patriots” exhibit is made
possible through the Museum’s Community
History and Contemporary Issues Series. It
includes a reproduction of the portrait of

Spain’s King Carlos III donated by the Placitas Community
Library. The original painting was by Anton Raphael Mengs,
and became Carlos’s official image.
The historic exhibit is a project initiated by Placitas resident
Nancy Adams Bennett, Regent of the Charles Dibrell Chapter
(CDC), Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR). It is
one of her projects placing emphasis on the DAR Mission:
promoting historical preservation, education and patriotism.
“The project was completed with the help of member
Henrietta Christmas’s expertise in New Mexico history, and
the members of CDC Museum Committee. All chapter members donated their dues and DARling money to pay for the
exhibit,” she states.
“Various cultures formed this country,” adds Christmas,
“Pesos and Patriots” project manager, who worked closely
with Albuquerque Museum staff and members of the Charles

Dibrell Chapter to bring this community exhibit to the
Museum. “The multi-cultural nature of the formation of the
colonial United States needs to be an important part of the
history we teach.”
About DAR: Men and women who can prove lineal
descent from a patriot during the American Revolution may
join Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR;
www.dar.org) or Sons of the American Revolution (SAR;
www.sar.org). This includes Spanish soldiers from the
Presidios who donated money for the colonies in their fight
against the British. Some activities for membership recognized by the DAR and SAR include service in the Spanish
Colonial Army, service in the militia, service as Indian auxiliaries, making voluntary contributions to defray expenses of
the war, and Spanish cowboys who drove cattle to feed the
troops.
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MARCH 2019 NIGHT SKY CALENDAR

Key: r = rise, s = set, a = am, p = pm, Qtr = quarter, Mag = magnitude (negative values are brighter than positive
values), deg = degrees, N = north, E = east, S = south,W = west, Ill = Illumination. *next day, **previous day. Three
middle fingers together at arm’s length span 5 degrees; the width of your little finger at arm’s length is about 1 degree.

Opportunity looks north as it departs Cape Tribulation,
its southern end shown here (April 2017)

3411 Girard NE
NM Lic. #80039

Panorama above Perseverance Valley (June 19, 2017)

March Night Sky

N i g h t S ky

~CHARLIE CHRISTMANN
R.I.P. OPPORTUNITY:
The little Mars rover that surprised even its designers has finally been declared
dead. Missing since June 2018, well, not missing in reality, NASA knows exactly
where the rover is on the planet; the rover just stopped communicating with
Earth or the orbiting-Mars satellites.
Sent to land on Mars with its twin, Spirit, Opportunity landed on the red
planet on January 24, 2004, on the opposite side of the planet from Spirit. Originally designed to last only ninety days roaming near its landing site in Meridiani
Planum, over its 14-year life, the rover traveled more than 28 miles on the surface, a record for any off-world rover.
This hard-working rover made many significant discoveries, along with its sibling, Spirit, which fell silent in 2011. In February, 2004, only weeks after landing,
mission principal investigator, Dr. Steve Sqyuers, with Cornell University, wrote
in his journal, “We saw some very strange things… we see these strange round
objects we’re calling ‘spherules’ embedded in the outcrop, like blueberries in a
muffin.” [Image: bit.ly/2GWLqqm]
What he saw was hematite, a mineral that, on Earth, requires water to form.
Similar geologic “concretions” have been studied in Utah.
On its decent to the planet’s surface, Opportunity located an impact crater,
much larger than the one where it had landed. It took 21 months for Opportunity
to drive to Victoria Crater, arriving on the crater rim in September of 2006. For
almost a year, the little rover traversed the rim, studying the edges and looking
for a safe path to enter the crater. Dr. Squires said this about Victoria Crater: "This
is a geologist's dream come true." Inside the crater, the rover found consistent
proof that Mars had once been covered with water.
In 2011, Opportunity found gypsum veins on the sides of the crater. The gypsum, or calcium sulfate, likely formed from water dissolving calcium out of volcanic rocks and interacting with sulphur from volcanos. "It could have formed in
a different type of water environment, one more hospitable for a larger variety of
living organisms," commented Dr. Benton Clark of the Space Science Institute in
Boulder, Colorado.
In 2012, Opportunity explored a place called Matijevic Hill, named after a
NASA colleague who had recently passed. There, at an outcropping of rock
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REDUCE NIGHTTIME GLARE.
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LET’S ALL ENJOY THE STARRY NIGHT SKY.

called Kirkwood, the rover returned a very puzzling image. The rock
was filled with small spherical objects, but not the “blueberries” seen
previously. "They seem to be crunchy on the outside, and softer in the
middle," Dr. Squyres reported. "They are different in concentration.
They are different in structure. They are different in composition. They
are different in distribution. So, we have a wonderful geological puzzle
in front of us." [Image: bit.ly/2SShOkM]
In January, 2015, it climbed to the top of Cape Tribulation, the highest
point in its mission [Image: bit.ly/2txyP52], before going on to explore
Marathon Valley [Image: bit.ly/2VeSgLJ]. In the valley, Opportunity
found strange stone stripes on the sides of the valley. Though the
stripes are still a mystery, scientists guess that they may have been
formed by snow on the crater rim melting, dampening the soil. Then,
over many freeze-thaw cycles, the rocks were reorganized into stripes.
Alas, Mars finally bested the aging rover as a global dust storm
began in May 2018, preventing the solar cells from charging the batteries. The storm would rage for six months. Last fall, with the skies clearing, NASA began attempting to wake the rover by using the deep
space network’s radio dishes to send out commands. With the rover
not responding, after countless attempts, NASA declared, on February
12, 2018, that the rover was dead and the mission was ending.
As for the rover, over the years, it will most likely be covered by the
Martian dust. It will become just another artifact in the rock record of
Mars. It will be something like dinosaur fossils we find on Earth today.
Yet, we are not finished with Mars. The Curiosity rover, powered by
a nuclear power generator, and unaffected by dust storms, is still
active. In July 2020, NASA plans to send a clone of the Curiosity rover
to Mars, landing in February 2021. Perhaps soon after that, humans
will be arriving to explore in person. They might even dig out
Opportunity for display as part of a Mars museum.
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Celebrate nature and
the Vernal Equinox
~DORIS A. FIELDS

A RO U N D
TO W N

~CONTINUED
Join Placitas artists and poets in celebrating
the Vernal Equinox on March 22, from 5:00 to
6:00 p.m. Twice each year, we see daylight and darkness for the same length of
time—Equinox, when the sun reaches its highest and then its lowest points in
the sky. Other times, day and night dance with one another, each gently yielding to the other, knowing when to yield and when to move forward, occupying rightful space. Day. Night. Long. Short.
Here, in the Northern Hemisphere, Spring Equinox is just about upon us.
Winter will wane and spring will wax, emerging to bring forth increasingly
longer days and shorter nights. We might ask ourselves whether we are feeling the tilt as the rotations continue turning us around. Time keeps us moving.
We change our activities based on the degree of daylight we have. In New
Mexico, as other places, we change our clocks to try and adapt our work
schedules. We transition to “Daylight Savings Time.” Can we truly save time?
Have you ever pondered the notion of cutting off the bottom of one’s blanket,
sewing it onto the top and acting as though you have a longer blanket? Well,
is that akin to changing the clock’s register of the sunrise and sunset and acting as though the sun’s settings will be different because we changed the
clocks? For sure, we will have daylight for increasingly longer during each
24-hour period. Knowledge of this fact is important for many reasons.
New Mexico has a rich heritage of awareness and documentation from
people who were here long before us. Without access to electricity or any
of the modern conveniences we now have, ancient peoples were aware of
patterns of passages of time, as they documented pivotal moments around
natural phenomena. Here in our own backyard, the structures in Chaco
Canyon are standing records that document the ancient people’s awareness
of these transitions and their importance.
On March 22, Placitas artist Judith Roderick will share her fabric art, Quilts
of Chaco, and discuss the importance of Chaco Canyon and its astronomical
features and, more importantly, her connection with the spiritual air we have
inherited. Join in the celebration at Wild Hearts Gallery at Homestead Village
in Placitas. Light refreshments will be served and, perhaps, a bit of poetry, too.
Contact Doris Fields, 867-5340, for more information.

VERITAS ATHENA, LLC
Protecting your future
Protect yourself and your family from the
consequences of not preparing for the future.
Do you have a power of attorney
in place? What does a power of
attorney provide? When does a power
of attorney terminate?
Do you have a health care directive?
Why is it important?
Do you have a will? Is a will necessary?
What are the alternatives to probate?
Is there a family member who is incapacitated and needs help with
daily care and their finances? How can that family member be helped?
Have you done any estate planning of your assets?
How do you ensure financial protection of your assets?
Is your family disagreeing about how to care for an older relative?
Veritas Athena, LLC, is in the business of assisting you
to plan for life management and decisions.
We do in-home free consultations and visits to discuss all aspects of
life management. We assist you in considering all the alternatives
available and prepare the
documents needed to protect
your future and your family’s.
The Veritas Athena, LLC team
has combined experience of
over 50 years in finance, legal,
administration and court work.

Contact us today for a free consultation.
GREG IRELAND
505-385-1502

CRYSTAL ANSON
505-337-9151

www.veritas-athena.com

“Space Pioneers:
New Mexico’s Role in
Sending Men to the Moon”

Just Sold

~DEBBIE MOST
On March 17, at 2:00 p.m., Friends of
Coronado Historic Site are stepping
away from archaeology and anthropology to out-of-this world scientific
research and accomplishments. Space
junkies will enjoy this presentation by
author Loretta Hall. Nearly half a century ago, the world watched in awe as
seven Apollo missions over a fouryear period took 21 men to the Moon
and back. July 2019, marks the fiftieth
anniversary of Apollo 11, the first
human visit to the surface of the
Moon. New Mexico made crucial contributions to the effort from the earliest days of pursuing space travel to
the actual Moon missions and human
exploration of the lunar surface. This
presentation reveals important examples of work done in this state to overcome challenges and accomplish
triumphs in the Apollo program and
its predecessor space programs.
Loretta Hall is the author of four
award-winning space books. Her
books will be available for purchase at
the lecture. Admission: $5; Friends of
CHS are Free. The lecture will take
place at the Sandoval County Historical Society Museum (DeLavy House)
on Edmond Road and Highway 550,
in Bernalillo. For details, visit
kuaua.org or call Barb at 815-98-5327.

76 Tierra Madre
3 Bedrooms 3 Bathrooms 2447 Square Feet 1.89 Acres
MLS# 932516 Listing Price $535,000

Call Sandi Today for a Free Market Analysis of Your Home
Sandi is a Proud Placitas Resident for 28 Years
Sandi Pressley

8th in the Nation for Coldwell Banker
#1 Top Producing Realtor in
New Mexico for 33 Consecutive Years
Proudly Serving Her Clients For 40 Years
Cell Phone 505.980.2999
sandi@sandipressley.com
www.sandipressley.com

Coldwell Banker Legacy
293-3700
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7 Pueblo Bonito
Contemporary Style, 2655 sq. ft.
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Huge 3 Car Garage, $540,000
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Upscale Contemporary with
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Bernalillo schools
take financial hit
in election loss

A RO U N D
TO W N
~CONTINUED

~SIGNPOST STAFF
Bernalillo Public Schools (BPS) is considering its options after district voters shot
down a tax levy usually considered a safe bet for passage.
In February, voters, using only mail-in ballots for the first time, defeated
continuation of a 2-mill property tax by a vote of 2,462-2,051. The levy last
approved six years ago generates about $1 million annually for maintenance
and small projects when combined with state matching funds.
Meanwhile, voters in the Cuba and the Jemez Valley school districts easily
passed the 2-mill levy. The mill levy rate of $2 per $1,000 costs property owners
$66 a year for a home with an assessed value of $100,000 resulting in a taxable
value one-third that amount.
Cuba voters by an even wider margin also approved issuing up to $5.6 million
in bonds to fund school construction, remodeling, and furnishing, as well as
computer hardware and software.
BPS Superintendent Keith Cowan told the Signpost that the new mail-in ballot
itself might be a significant player in the election loss by reducing voter participation. Add to that voters getting caught up in Albuquerque's high-profile controversy over tax increases that scuttled two school bond issues plus the
ongoing mill levy.
Voters here may not have realized the mill levy would have continued an
existing tax at its same rate rather than imposing a new tax, he added.
Cowan said he'd also heard from people who wondered why BPS needed the
money when state government is awash in revenue from the oil and gas industries. While schools likely will receive more money, some bills working through
the Legislature target specific initiatives.
The Bernalillo school board may now consider adding the mill levy to the next
board election, which under a recent change in state law has been moved from
February to November, he added. That would limit the financial damage to one
year's lost revenue.

"It would be in our best interest to move forward on that, but the decision
is up to the board," Cowan said.
For now, the district is sorting through projects and existing funding
while prioritizing safety and student needs. The expected revenue had been
targeted for roof repairs, vehicles for student travel, maintenance, some
technology, and other projects, Cowan said.
Meanwhile, BPS has been awarded a $3.2 million grant from the U.S.
Department of Education Native American Youth Community Project. The
seven pueblos in the district collaborated on the grant, as did College Horizons Inc., a nonprofit based in Peña Blanca, and the Santa Fe Indian School
Leadership Institute.
The four-year grant is aimed at creating culturally responsive curricula in
grades 7-12 to help prepare students for success in college and beyond.
"This is pretty big for our district," Cowan said. "It will help with graduation rates, student proficiency, and post-secondary education."
The BPS board also recently renewed Cowan's contract as superintendent
for another year.
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JEWELERS &
GEMOLOGISTS

892-3841
909 36th Pl. SE
Rio Rancho
(Across from
Turtle Mountain Pub)

OPEN: Monday–Friday 10am-5:30pm
Saturday 10am-4pm • harrisjewelersnm.com

GAUNTLET

re: from Sandoval County Sheriff Jesse James Casaus
on proposed bills seeking to regulate firearm sales
As the Sheriff of Sandoval County, I feel it’s my responsibility and duty to not only preserve and protect life, but also to preserve and protect the rights of our residents. I believe
strongly in the Second Amendment and also in my responsibility and oath to protect the
innocent. As a geographic area consisting of rural towns, tribal entities, and metropolitan
communities, I have found that Sandoval County relies on the constitutional right to keep
and bear arms more often than in some other dominantly metropolitan areas. This resolution does not mean the criminal element will be free to do as they please. As the Sheriff of
Sandoval County, I will still enforce the existing laws and prosecute them to the fullest.
This resolution assists in protecting law-abiding citizens in our county, and their Second
Amendment rights. It sends a strong message to our State Legislature that says that
Sandoval County does not support the current gun control legislation they are considering.
These proposed laws, as currently written, only impact law-abiding citizens and will do
nothing to take guns out of the hands of criminals.
—JESSE JAMES CASAUS, SHERIFF, SANDOVAL COUNTY

New Mexico Health Insurance Cooperative: What If?
~DONNA MURRAY
Nationwide, health care was the number one concern of voters in the fall
elections. With constant threats to the
Affordable Care Act (ACA), there are
lots of reasons to be worried—especially in New Mexico, which had the
second-highest rate of uninsured residents in the nation before the ACA
was passed. Along with dismantling
important patient protections in the
ACA, the message from Washington
DC has been to punt health care coverage responsibility to the states. Tackling health care reform on the state
level is now a necessity—and an

opportunity. What approach should
we take?
What if New Mexico were to set up
its own health insurance cooperative?
What if we set up one large pool of
almost all New Mexico residents to
share the risks and reduce the costs?
What if our premiums—along with
funds already going toward health
care for some New Mexicans, such as
Medicare and Medicaid—could go
into that pool, instead of paying into
large insurance company coffers with
high administrative costs?
Even those of us who can afford

LETTERS • OPINIONS • LOCAL ISSUES
The Signpost welcomes letters of opinion.
Letters are subject to editing for length, clarity, libel, and other considerations.
Send to: Signpost, P. O. Box 889, Placitas, NM, 87043 or email@sandovalsignpost.com

re: Mean unleashed dog confrontation
Dear Ms. Ali Vaisvil,
I sincerely apologize for the incident that you have
experienced with the dogs at the Merc store in Placitas.
Respectfully,
—FREDERICK GRIESBACHER, Placitas

health insurance know all too well
the struggles of navigating a fragmented, convoluted, and opaque system, whose benefits are more and
more becoming too costly for even
the insured to actually use.
What if the competitive schemes
and market manipulations to cover
only the healthy were suddenly no
longer incentivized by the existence
of hundreds of competing plans that
offer the same benefits with enormous premiums, bankrupting
deductibles, unaffordable copays and
coinsurance, and costs of care that
continue to rise?
What if New Mexico residents, consumers, local businesses, medical
providers, and communities made
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key decisions around the utilization
of health care resources, with need
rather than profit driving those decisions?
Can’t get an appointment with a
specialist or even your primary care
provider for two or three months?
Not an uncommon scenario under
the current system of health care. But
what if there were no networks?
Without networks, additional
providers are freed up and available
to see you. Oh, the freedom to choose
our doctors and keep the doctors we
choose!
What if businesses could compete
with each other on a level playing
field? If health care coverage is a

THE COMMUNITY SINCE

—continued next page
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Camino Real Antiques
& Collectibles

Eastern Sandoval Citizens
Association (ESCA) report
~GEORGE FRANZEN, ES-CA

re: Morning DJ at KUPR
is moving from Placitas
Dave Kinney, aka David Earl, morning host at
KUPR since its inception, will be moving from
Placitas in mid-March of this year. Dave also
has served on the board of the Placitas Library
and Las Placitas Association. He organized a
run last year to benefit Placitas charities that
was very successful and is becoming an annual
event. Dave’s radio program is upbeat and
interesting and his voice will be missed as a
morning wake-up.
Wishing you a heart filled with joy and
gratitude,
—ELAINE SULLIVAN, Placitas

from page 16–––Health
given, businesses of all sizes can gain
recruitment and retention advantages.
And, workers can change jobs to advance
their careers, or take a job that is more
suitable or they are more passionate about,
without the threat of losing their health
care coverage.
What if patients no longer had to worry
about what is covered and how their coverage works? What if medications, medical
supplies, and medical equipment were
negotiated down to reasonable prices, with

GOOD LUCK awaits you.

pledge required of all HOA
volunteers who may make
DIG into the POT o' GOLD.'
decisions on behalf of the
GRAB your LUCKY coin!
association. These new rules
go into effect July 1, 2019, and
any HOA not already doing
so needs to assess and implement the changes required.
On January 28, ESCA-LPT
Some coins are even edible!
representatives met with the
County, Vulcan, and Mount
HOURS: Daily 10am to 5pm • 867-7448
Adams officials for the annual
1101 Camino del Pueblo / P. O. Box 1960, Bernalillo
status review of mining
progress as required by the
August 2017 settlement agreement. Vulcan is preparing to drill exploratory
holes over the next two months in the final mining area north of the central arroyo (Area 3 on
the settlement Exhibit B that can be viewed on
the “Library” page at the www.ES-CA.org website). That drilling should not be obtrusive to
surrounding properties.
They also reported that they have taken pictures from surrounding individual lots and are
modifying those to provide a visual for homeowners to better understand the resultant change
to their views as a result of the planned mining
activity. Meetings will be scheduled in the near
future, with both individual homeowners and a
more general one with the adjoining community.
ESCA members requested and Vulcan agreed to
set up an on-site visit to get a firsthand view and
understanding of the reclamation efforts already
underway in completed areas of the mine. The
overall impressions from the meeting were
positive and the County has agreed to continue
scheduling them annually.

DISCOvER your discount!

(10% -50% OFF on any ONE item.)

Celebrating over 30 Years
Providing Tax & Accounting
Services to New Mexicans

—ELAINE SULLIVAN

Monthly greetings to Sandoval County residents
from the East Sandoval Citizens Association
(ESCA). This month, we continue to monitor a
number of issues that are important throughout
the county. A Planning and Zoning Ordinance
(PZO) amendment has been proposed, which
would remove all stated recognition of
covenants. The reason given by county staff for
the change is to avoid having to enforce HOA
and other subdivision covenants. ESCA contends
that the proposed language leaves HOAs wide
open to increased legal costs and also undermine
covenants of the planned developments that currently attract the talent and resources that fund
economic growth in our county. This can be
avoided by rejecting the proposed amendment
and continuing to state that the PZO is not to
“interfere” with such covenants.
Members of the ESCA Land Protection Trust
(LPT) met with Commission Chairman Heil and
District 1 Commissioner Bruch on February 19
and were able to get a postponement of the Commission’s scheduled February 21 vote on the proposed amendment. Agreement was also reached
that the ESCA lawyer and County Attorney
would confer to see if revised language acceptable to both parties could be achieved as several
legal issues have been identified by both attorneys.
The ESCA Board also discussed Senate Bill 150,
which was approved last month and is an
amendment to the HOA Act of 2013. The revisions include increased requirements for record
keeping (including daily fines to HOA for failure
to comply), additional responses in HOA disclosures, release of all member names and addresses
to any member request for records, and a formal

TERRY PISEL, CPA, LLC
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

Tax Planning & Preparation
for Individuals & Businesses
QuickBooks Consulting

In Placitas • 798-1003
KUPR’s Dave Kinney and his wife Carol Kinney
move on with community thanks.

the weight and force of approximately 1.7 million New
Mexicans in one pool as leverage? What if premiums
were based on income, with an upper limit cap, and
deductibles eliminated, so that health care becomes
truly affordable?
What if doctors, other health care providers, and their
staff could spend more time with patients rather than
time on the phone with insurers, justifying prior
authorizations and disputing reimbursements? What if
such a plan attracted physicians and providers from
around the country to New Mexico, where we have a
chronic shortage of medical professionals and specialists? More and more doctors are leaving the insurancebased system due to frustrations and obstacles to

providing quality care in our current, inherently sick,
health care system.
Against this backdrop stands the New Mexico Health
Security Act, which is up for passage in the 2019 legislative session. The 2019 Act is a study only of the Health
Security Plan that would allow New Mexico to set up
its own co-op to cover almost everyone in the state.
“This is a study bill. We need information and input
to ensure that this co-op idea can work in New Mexico.
Based on the Health Security Act’s findings, the Legislature can decide whether to move forward with creating
a health insurance cooperative.” Debbie Armstrong,
HB295 sponsor, told the Los Alamos Daily.
—continued next page
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• Women’s Health

• Same Day Appointments

• Prenatal Services

• Family Planning

• Comprehensive Family
Medicine

• Behavioral Health

Steven L. Hartman, MD, Medical Director
Matthew B. Wilson, MD • Rachel Marzec, FNP-PMHNP
Felina Ortiz, CNM • Rebecca Casalino, CNP
Marissa Cortes Mendez, CFNP, CNM
Tamara Righettini, CFNP • Stephen V. Roper, CFNP
Jennifer Webb, LPCC • Madeleine Stevens, LPCC

Monday 8 am—5 pm • Tuesday 8 am—5 pm
Wednesday 8 am—8 pm • Thursday 8 am—5 pm
Friday 8 am—5 pm

121 Calle Del Presidente
Bernalillo, New Mexico 87004

GAUNTLET
~CONTINUED

WAYNE A. LUCO, D.D.S.
Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
4405 Jager, C-1
Rio Rancho, NM 87144
(Near Santa Ana Casino)

(505) 867-1442
Open:
Monday–Thursday
7:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
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from page 17–––Health
Under the Health Security Plan, all
residents would have comprehensive
benefits (including mental health),
income-sensitive premiums, and no more
networks. Private insurance would be
shifted to a supplemental role. You’d
keep your same benefits under Medicare
and Medicaid, keep your retiree health
benefits, and keep your sanity in navigating one health plan that follows you as
long as you are a resident of New Mexico.
Call Senator Sapien, and let him know
you want his YES vote for the Health
Security Act Study, SB 279. The bill is
truly a first step toward health care for
all, in its call for a fiscal analysis to determine if the proposal being considered is
financially feasible. The Plan is not taxbased—no new taxes—but instead, captures all current health care dollars and
potentiates the cost savings of a new
paradigm.
Let's study a well-thought-out solution
that has been developed over years, with
the input of New Mexicans from around
the state. Prospects for passage are good
in 2019; for more information or to get
involved, visit
www.nmhealthsecurity.org. We cannot
afford to wait any longer to create sane
and sustainable health care for ourselves,
our families, and our fellow New
Mexicans.
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—BILL DIVEN
Before he could get serious about digging out his driveway on February 23,
Hector J. Rivera of Placitas first blazed a trail to his shed to retrieve the wheelbarrow.
National Weather Service spotters around Placitas reported snow totals of 6.1, 6.4,
and 6.5 inches from the story that snarled homeward commutes that Friday afternoon.
Lesser totals were reported to the weather service elsewhere in the county.
One Placitas station has tallied more than 15 inches of snow since January 1.

Flash In The Pan:
A tale of two chile sauces

H E A LT H

~ARI LEVAUX
SANTA MARTA, COLOMBIA—In a plaza near the center of town, I bought some
empanadas from a small stand. The couple selling them were neatly dressed and
well-groomed, looking more like college kids than refugees from Venezuela,
Colombia's troubled neighbor to the east. The refugees blended in seamlessly with
the strolling romancers, lounging elders, and spandex-clad exercisers, and I
assumed they were locals until I saw the green sauce they served alongside their
empanadas. That sauce, called guasacaca, is a part of the Venezuelan identity that
they could not leave behind. And the Colombians surely feel the same thing about
their red counterpart, aji picante.
Where there are chile peppers, there are sauces made from chile. And where there is chile
sauce there is a choice between green and red. Red chile are fully ripened, and pack a distinct sweetness along with their heat. Green chile are picked before they ripen, and have a
slightly bitter, pungent and more complex flavor.
In New Mexico, where chile lords over the local cuisine, no restaurant order is complete
without a response to the official state question: "red or green?" In the northern part of
South America, the red vs. green divide follows the boundary between Colombia and
Venezuela. Colombians take their chile via the sharp red sauce called aji picante, while
Venezuelans, including the refugees in that plaza in Santa Marta, prefer the smooth green
chile sauce known as guasacaca.
Where these sauces are consumed, there are as many versions of aji picante and guasacaca
as there are kitchens. In both countries, their respective sauces are applied to savory substrates like beans, meat, plantains, empanadas, and even salad. Aji picante contains red chile,
and sometimes tomatoes, with cilantro and onion tops being the only green components. In
the case of the relatively mild guasacaca, which is sometimes called Venezuelan guacamole,
the green color comes from bell peppers, avocado, cilantro, and parsley.
The Venezuelan refugees in the Santa Marta plaza, two of about three million who'd been
welcomed by the Colombian government, served their empanadas with a guasacaca thin
enough to be squirted from a squeeze bottle. Instead of avocado, their version was thickened with powdered milk and a shot of mayo—a guasacaca recipe for a tight budget, lean as
these entrepreneurial Venezuelans, but strong enough to get the job done. It added a dose
of earthy green plant flavor and creaminess to nicely balance the meat-filled pastry.
After discovering guasacaca, I kept my blender busy as I experimented with various formulations of this glorious green condiment. I put it on boiled yucca, pollo asado, fried fish,
even leftover ceviche. But I was, after all, in Colombia, and I eventually embraced the fiery
red chile sauce color of my adopted place.
Here, each restaurant visit brings a new version of aji picante to be studied, followed by
my attempt to recreate it in my kitchen. Unlike guasacaca, aji picante doubles as a marinade,
adding spectacular flavor to the local Colombian beef, while softening its chewy texture.
The large eggs from the red chickens behind my casita, scrambled with soft chunks of local
cheese, seem to have been created just for aji picante. To have a batch of aji picante on hand
is all the reason one needs to cook anything. This morning, I turned the tables and put my
scrambled eggs into a bowl of aji picante and used them to mop it up.
Although I'm currently smitten by aji picante, the color (and texture, and flavor) of one's
chile sauce is a personal thing, so I'll pass along recipes for both national sauces, assembled
from what I've learned on my travels. One could do worse than to set a bowl of each upon
the same table. In fact, given the current situation along the border between these red and
green nations, and the generosity of the Colombians, there are surely many tables in
Colombia set with both sauces.

AJI PICANTE
The proportions are highly subjective, and dependent on your
personal taste, but here is a framework to get you started.
Serves 6
½ cup water
½ cup white vinegar (cider vinegar works too)
1 habanero, or other hot red chile, in quantity that gives you
the heat you can handle and enjoy (I need to make it hot
enough that my wife won't drink it all)
3 green onions, chopped
2 tablespoons olive oil
2 tablespoon lime juice
1 teaspoon salt
½ cup cilantro leaf
½ cup chopped red bell pepper
Optional: ½ cup chopped, seeded tomatoes
Add water, vinegar, chile, oil, lime juice, salt and the
white parts of the onion to a blender and liquefy. Add cilantro,
red bell pepper, tomatoes and onion tops. Pulse a few times to
blend these final ingredients as finely as you like. Serve immediately or let sit overnight to develop the flavor. Season with
vinegar.

GUASACACA
Like its red Colombian cousin, a range of proportions is
acceptable in an authentic bowl of guasacaca, depending
on your personal preference.
Serves 6
1 avocado
1 medium onion, chopped
2 garlic teeth, as they call cloves in these parts
1 green bell pepper
1 bunch cilantro leaves
1 bunch parsley leaves
2 tablespoons olive oil
1 tablespoon white or cider vinegar
½ teaspoon salt
½ teaspoon pepper
Add the avocado, onion, garlic, bell pepper, cilantro and
parsley to a food processor, and blend. When smooth, keep
blending and drizzle in the oil and then the vinegar, then add
the salt and pepper. Taste and adjust seasonings as you wish.
Serve in a bowl alongside whatever else is on the menu.
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Town and county honor officers, firefighters
———BILL DIVEN
For five members of the
Bernalillo fire and police
departments, it was
rapid action credited
with saving a life. For
two sheriff's deputies, it
was a year of exemplary
work recognized by their
peers.
In Bernalillo, the town
presented Certificates of
Commendation to BPD
officers Thomas Carter and
Michelle Vogel and BFD
Lieutenant Bryan Picchione
and firefighters Matt
Urioste and Matthew
Esquibel. The commendaSandoval County sheriff's Detective Frank Tomlinson (left photo) accepts
tions were presented
congratulations on being named Deputy of the Year. On the right, Bernalillo
during Town Council
Firefighter Matthew Esquibel (foreground) and Lt. Bryan Picchione shake
meetings.
hands
with town councilors after being commended for their work credited
All five responded to a
with saving a man's life. Police officers Thomas Carter and Michelle Vogel
911 call at the KOA campand Firefighter Matt Urioste also received commendations.
ground on South Hill Road
where a man was reported
to be unresponsive and not
Corrales Police Department and tribal agencies.
breathing.
"He routinely displays his willingness to step
"In her words, he was pretty much gone until
up 24/7/ 365 days a year whether he is called to
they got there," Mayor Jack Torres said citing a
reconstruct a fatal crash or be the lead detective
letter from the man's wife. While her husband
on a homicide," Sheriff Jesse James Casaus said
still has a long road to recovery, the woman said
in presenting the award during the February 21
she is sure she would have lost him without the
County Commission meeting.
work of the officers and firefighters, he added.
Deputy Phillip Montaño also was nominated
Carter and Vogel were first on the scene and
for the award and recognized for his service and
began administering CPR. Picchione, Urioste,
dedication.
and Esquibel arrived next, taking over until the
Tomlinson told the Signpost he considers law
man could be transported to a hospital.
enforcement a calling.
Sandoval County Sheriff's Office Detective
"I love people and working with victims to get
Frank Tomlinson has been named Deputy of the
them justice and closure and to work for the citiYear following his nomination by other officers
zens of Sandoval County," he said. The Deputy
and a panel review. Tomlinson has been in law
of the Year Award is really a team award, he
enforcement 25 years, including service with the
added.
—BILL DIVEN

Rachael Tingen, DMD

For the best general dentistry

3 Homesteads Rd., Ste. B
Placitas, NM 87043

FBI seeks help in
cold-case homicide
———SIGNPOST STAFF
To mark the fifth anniversary
of the violent death of Wilson
Joe Chiquito, the FBI has
increased the reward offered
for the arrest and conviction
of his killer or killers.
The original $1,000 reward
now stands at $10,000.
Sometime between the
Wilson Joe Chiquito
evening of February 14, 2014,
and noon of the following
day someone beat the 75-year-old Chiquito to death in
his home at Counselors in northwest Sandoval County.
“Somebody knows who killed this innocent,
defenseless man,” James Langenberg, Special Agent in
Charge of the Albuquerque FBI Division, said in a
news release. “It’s time for justice to be served and the
person or persons who did this crime to be held
responsible… His family and loved ones deserve it.”
The FBI is involved in the case because the crime
occurred on the Navajo Nation. The Navajo Nation
Division of Public Safety and New Mexico State Police
also are involved in the investigation.
Tips can be submitted to the FBI Albuquerque Office
24-hour number 889-1300 or online at Tips.FBI.gov.

Smoke visible as BLM
conducts burns
———SIGNPOST STAFF
Beginning last month, and continuing through spring,
the Bureau of Land Management will be igniting controlled burns in Sandoval and McKinley counties as
conditions permit.
One announced burn is in a five-hundred-acre area
known as Mesa Chivato within the Ignacio Chavez and
Chamisa wilderness study areas. The site is about 15
miles southwest of San Luis and thirty miles northwest
of Rio Rancho.
Smoke is expected to be visible from U.S. Highway
550 and other locations.
Vegetation on Mesa Chivato includes ponderosa pine,
piñon, and juniper trees. The goal of the project is to
reduce the density of the forest and woodlands, which
could contribute to a high-intensity fire.

Fire Chief Maxon taking
over Colorado department
———BILL DIVEN
Sandoval County Fire Chief James Maxon retired in
February after 26 years in the fire service in New
Mexico.
He is not, however, leaving the fire service, as he's
been named chief of the department in Fountain,
Colorado, outside Colorado Springs.
Thirteen of Maxon's years here were spent with the
Sandoval County Fire Department, which he joined in
2006 as deputy fire chief and fire marshal. He served six
months as interim fire chief after the death of Chief Jon
Tibbetts in a vehicle crash on Interstate 25 in early 2012.
Deputy Chief Eric Masterson has been named interim
chief during the search for Maxon's successor.
Maxon took over what Tibbetts had started as the
department moved from an all-volunteer operation to a
paid full- and part-time staff of about forty backed by
more than two hundred volunteers. The department has
twenty fire stations organized into eight districts.
Maxon first joined the fire service as a volunteer with
Hondo Fire and Rescue in Santa Fe and was involved in
crash rescue and hazmat response at Kirtland Air Force
Base in Albuquerque during his time in the Air Force.
While working with the Santa Fe Fire Department
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Sandoval County Fire Chief
James Maxon
he suggested and then developed a firescience degree program at Santa Fe
Community College.
He served with the State Fire Marshal
Office handling more than five hundred
fire investigations and teaching at the
State Fire Academy prior to joining
Sandoval County.
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Charges filed in
trapping death of dog
~SIGNPOST STAFF

PUBLIC
SAFETY

—WILDEARTH GUARDIANS

A Chimayó man faces state and federal
charges alleging illegal trapping following
the death of a dog choked by a snare as its
owner tried desperately to free the animal.
The blue heeler named Roxy died on
November 25 as she and her companion
Dave Clark were completing a walk at the
Santa Cruz Lake Recreation Area about
thirty miles north of Santa Fe. Clark
reported he was startled and further distressed by a bobcat caught in a leghold
trap and lashing out at him as he carried
Roxy's lifeless body back to his car.
Officers investigating the scene two days
later found additional illegal traps and the
bobcat still alive but badly injured. One of
the officers euthanized it, according to court
A bill in the Legislature to ban
records.
wildlife trapping on public land is
A bill that would ban trapping on public
unofficially named for Roxy, this
lands is currently working its way through
blue heeler caught and choke to
the Legislature and is informally known as
death by a snare trap in November.
Roxy's Law.
She was off-leash near Santa Cruz
New Mexico Department of Game and Fish
Lake walking with her owner,
conservation officers issued twenty citations
who was unable to free her from
to Marty Córdova charging him with trapthe trap in time.
ping within 25 yards of a road, failure to
properly mark traps, and failure to check traps daily. An additional 14 citations
allege unlawful possession of protected species after conservation officers
searching his home found the remains of bobcats, foxes, badgers, and ringtails.
The state charges are misdemeanors. Córdova was issued a criminal summons
to appear in Santa Fe Magistrate Court on March 4 to plead to the charges.
Additionally, the Bureau of Land Management charged Córdova with illegal
activity on BLM land, according to a Department of Game and Fish news
release. The BLM administers the Santa Cruz Lake Recreation Area.
Animal Protection Voters and WildEarth Guardians have been pushing passage of Roxy's Law in part by citing dogs caught, injured, and killed by traps on
public land. Last month, the Signpost reported on a Corgi mix named Toby
caught in a leg trap while walking off-leash with its owner.
That trap was on BLM land near Camino de la Rosa Castilla in northeastern
Placitas. Toby remained trapped until a Sandoval County animal-control officer,
and a passerby, flagged down by the owner, were able to free him.
Toby suffered minor injuries, and the trap, legally marked and placed, was
returned to the trapper.
At last report, Roxy's Law, formally House Bill 366, the Wildlife Protection
and Public Safety Act, had won a do-pass recommendation after minor amendments by the House Energy and Natural Resources Committee. It was scheduled for a hearing before a second committee before moving to the full House
and if approved there on to the Senate.
Meanwhile, Senate Bill 390 would direct the state Game Commission to consider closing some public lands to trapping of furbearing animals based on the
proximity to population centers, the amount of recreational use in the area, and
the threat to nontargeted animals. The bill has yet to have its first committee
hearing.

Property crime stats show improvement
~SIGNPOST STAFF
Statistics released by the Sandoval County Sheriff's Office show fewer burglaries across the county last year with a significant percentage drop in Placitas.
Placitas also logged a slight decrease in auto burglaries.
In 2018, the unincorporated areas of the county tallied 81 burglaries of all
building types and vehicles compared to 93 the previous year. Of those, there
were 51 residential burglaries in 2018 and 55 in 2017.
Those numbers do not reflect reports later determined to be unfound, according to SCSO.
Reports from Placitas show residential burglaries declining by nearly half
from 17 in 2017 to nine in 2018. Auto burglaries dipped from eight in 2017 to
six last year.
Most of the 2018 auto burglaries occurred within about a mile of Interstate
25, and most, or all, involved unlocked vehicles.
FBI crime statistics for 2017, the latest year currently available, show a total

Sale!
40% Off
Select
Clothing
through
March
2019
The Galleria Tamaya uniquely New Mexican gallery
features handcrafted jewelry, copper-work, alabaster sculpture,
Zuni fetish carvings, authentic pueblo pottery, paintings
from local artists and much more! Find gifts and collectibles
that are truly special and exclusive to this area.
“This Galleria always surprises me with the variety
of fabulous clothing, gifts and art! It’s part of the whole
Tamaya experience. I would stop by and visit this shop
whether or not I was staying at the Hyatt Regency Tamaya.”

Galleria Tamaya

—LORI MORGAN

Located at the Hyatt Regency Tamaya Resort and Spa
1300 Tuyuna Trail, Santa Ana Pueblo, NM 87004
OPEN: Mon.to Sat. 9:00 am. to 6:00 p.m. • Sun. 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
(505) 771-6081 • galleriatamaya@gmail.com

In February, a house was engulfed in flames on Antonio and
Camino del Questa Aire, by Wild Horse Mesa, in Placitas.
The fire department was called; the home owner escaped the fire.

of 133 property crimes, the majority of them classified as larceny. Violent
crimes that year totaled 122 including two murders, two rapes, and 118
aggravated assaults, which generally involve weapons or attempting to
commit a felony.
Those numbers show decreases in property crimes from 166 in 2016 and
198 in 2015. However, the FBI stats list a jump of more than one hundred
aggravated assaults from 25 in both 2015 and 2016.
The FBI cautions the county data it reports relies on what local agencies
supply and adherence to the guidelines of the federal Uniform Crime
Reporting system.
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Story of a painting: It was a Very Good Year
~MEG LEONARD
I discovered Anasazi Fields Winery on my first visit to the Village of Placitas,
where my realtor and I topped off a full day of successful house hunting with
an enthusiastic introduction to fruit wines from local orchards. One year later,
in 2005, after I had experienced the full cycle of changing seasons, made new
friends, and participated in my first Placitas Studio Tour, I returned to visit the
winery, which was open on weekends for impromptu artist discussions, music,
poetry readings, and wine tasting. On this brilliant autumn afternoon, a beautiful golden poplar tree set against the foothills caught my eye. Jim (“Fish”) graciously gave me permission to set up my easel so as to work in pastel,
undisturbed, with just company of birds and wind. Over the course of the
afternoon, that wind kicked up and nearly took off all the leaves from that tree,
and it was delightful to stand witness as the season quickly changed before my
eyes. I added weights to the easel and worked fast.
Once Jim saw the completed piece, he asked if I would consider trading it for
his sculpture or wine. For me, that was a swell idea! He said, “It has been a
very good year. The fruit harvest and wine production were outstanding.” It
was a good year for me, too, so the title of the painting was clear. It took Jim
three years to finally finish the sculpture in trade, an abstract bird/woman
made of apricot and cherry woods. When he delivered it, we talked about the
great local hiking. I’d been exploring and painting the nearby wilderness areas
and was surprised to find out his extensive history with environmental study,
the BLM, mapping, and traversing the region.
Meanwhile, I completed an oil painting from the pastel version, which was
quite well-liked and purchased by a local collector. The pastel painting hung

behind the tasting area at
the winery until Jim passed
away in June, 2017. The
Fish family returned this
original pastel to me. It was
subsequently borrowed by
a major film studio for use
on two different movie sets
in New Mexico. Unfortunately, the production crew
dropped it, broke the frame
and glass, which damaged
the artwork. Now unsalvable as damaged work, it is
perhaps time for a new
generation of It was a Very
Good Year to be borne.
In the tenacious spirit
It Was a Very Good Year,
and fortitude of It Was A Very
by Meg Leonard
Good Year, I hope this imagery
attracts the attention of many
art lovers and collectors so that we all have a great Studio Tour 2019 in May.
Additionally, it would greatly please the late Jim Fish, in a remote way, as a
continuation of his legacy supporting our Placitas artist community.

La Catrina String Quartet returns on March 17
The Placitas Artists Series is
pleased to welcome back La
Catrina String Quartet (LCSQ) for
the upcoming “Willy Sucre and
Friends” concert at 3:00 p.m. on
March 17.
The LCSQ, the quartet-in-residence at New Mexico State University, tours widely in Mexico
and the U.S., often performing
recently composed works by
contemporary composers from
throughout the Americas. They also
La Catrina String Quartet
enjoy presenting rarely performed
works by Latin American composers and
“bringing fresh interpretation to classical,
romantic, and twentieth century works.”
Their CD Brasilero won a 2012 Latin
Grammy for Best Classical Recording. The
ensemble last appeared in Placitas in March,
2017.
The March 17 program includes “String
Quartet No. 17,” by Heitor Villa-Lobos,
“Quartet in C Minor,” by Paquito D’Rivera,
“Payadora,” by Julián Plaza, and the “Viola
Quintet in C Major, Op. 29,” by Ludwig van
Beethoven.
The members of La Catrina String Quartet
are violinists Daniel Vega-Albela and Simón
Gollo, violist Jorge Martínez Ríos, and cellist
Jorge Espinoza. Violist Willy Sucre will join
Sandias,
them on the Beethoven quintet.
linocut, by Karl Hofmann
The concert is generously sponsored by Sally
and John Curro, and BJ and Alan Firestone.
At 2:00 p.m., immediately prior to the concert, a free visual artists reception
will feature the art of Bunny Bowen, wax resist and dye on kimono silk; Karl
Hofmann, linocut; Barbara McGuire, watercolor; and Judith Roderick, art quilts.
Their works, which are for sale, will be on display from March 3 to March 26.
The concert and visual artist reception take place at Las Placitas Presbyterian
Church in the village of Placitas, located six miles east of I-25 on NM 165 (Exit
242). The facility is completely accessible. For ticket information and further
details, see page 2 of this Signpost.
Placitas Artists Series projects are supported in part by New Mexico Arts, a
division of the Department of Cultural Affairs, and by the National Endowment
for the Arts.
For more information, email info@PlacitasArtistsSeries.org, call 867-8080, or
visit www.PlacitasArtistsSeries.org.
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“Art In
the Square,”
features
elementary
students’
work
~PAM TROUTMAN

Artwork, by Elsie Trujillo

On March 8, from 5:00 to
7:00 p.m., there will be a
public reception for Art in
the Square, an exhibit made
by students at Placitas
Elementary School, at the
Placitas Community
Library. The exhibit itself
will be on display from
March 2 to March 28.
Placitas Elementary
School (PES) art teacher
Patti Jordan says about the
event, “Pieces of art will be
square. Some will be big,
Artwork, by Angelina Panama
some small, some will be
short, and some tall. Some
drawn on metal, some drawn with wool, but suffice it to say, all will be
cool!”
Students in grades K through five contributed a variety of delightful
square art in numerous mediums, styles, and textures. These include
felted wool birds made by the Kindergarten class, recycled material collages by the First Grade, Southwestern adobe chalk pastels by the Second Grade, mixed-media Southwestern landscapes by the Second-Third
combo class, abstract tape/painted acrylic backgrounds by the Third
Grade, Albuquerque Balloon Fiesta inspired metal embossing by the
Fourth Grade, and alcohol ink tiles by the Fifth Grade.
Students are excited to show off their work and hope many parents
and community members will attend the public reception for the exhibition. The PCL Art Committee is delighted to feature student art and
encourages the community to lend its support to these budding young
artists.
Looking ahead, the April exhibition at the Library is called “Beyond
Realism: Abstract Art.”

THE COMMUNITY SINCE

1988

S A N D O V A L A RT S
At Chaco: silk art quilts
by Judith Roderick
From her first visit to Chaco Canyon in
the 1970s, Roderick was entranced by
the size, scale, and power of the site.
She explored the individual ruins and
climbed up the cliff to get an overview.
Looking down on Pueblo Bonito, the
largest structure, she was so moved to
see the outlines and patterns of the
original structures. The entire complex
and all of its buildings were aligned
with the sun, the moon, the seasons,
and the cosmos. To her, it felt both
ancient and familiar, and this rocky
desert land with these complex,
elegant structures would become a
powerfully compelling place for her.
Fajada Butte, art quilt,
This deep connection would have her
by Judith Roderick
revisiting Chaco Canyon many times
through the years, hiking its breadth and
width, observing, photographing, and pondering its construction and purpose. She would drum and meditate there, sleep and awaken there, and use
her drawing and painting skills to capture its beauty and complexity.
This series of silk art quilts, “At Chaco,” continues to explore these archetypal patterns of Chaco Canyon. Chaco Patterns On My Mind depicts the floor
plan of Construction Stage II, A.D. 1040-1050. It is bordered by depictions of
clay and stone artifacts and patterns of pottery that were discovered there.
The spiral patterns on Fajada Butte are pictographs that are pierced or bracketed by the Sun Daggers during Solstices and Equinoxes.
Judith Roderick is the featured artist at Wild Hearts Gallery with her
exhibition running from February 26 through March 24. The public is invited
to the artist’s reception on March 9, from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. Light refreshments
will be served.
Wild Hearts Gallery is open Tuesday through Friday from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00
p.m. and Saturday and Sunday from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. and located in
Homestead Village, 221-B State Highway 165, Placitas.

Call for music award nominations
The New Mexico Music Commission Foundation (NMMCF) invites New Mexico residents to nominate musicians, bands, music teachers, producers, and any
person or organization based in the state that have contributed significantly to
its musical culture. The nomination form and instructions can be downloaded
from www.newmexicomusic.org. Nominations are accepted until March 15 and
will be reviewed by a jury of music industry experts chosen by the New Mexico
Music Commission. The honorees will be announced April 25.

On February 18, Wild Hearts Gallery jewelry artists, Geri Verble (left)
and Rosemary Breehl (right) presented a check for $370 to Roberta Radosevich,
Executive Director of Haven House, a women’s shelter in Sandoval County

Artists help others with bracelet donation money
At their reception at Wild Hearts Gallery in February, jewelry artists Rosemary
Breehl and Geri Verble offered handmade stretch heart bracelets for $5 with all
proceeds going to the women’s shelter Haven House. The artists stated that
donors sent a message of hope and love with the bracelets. Beads for the
bracelets were donated by Mama’s Minerals in Albuquerque
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S I G N P O S T CO M M U N I T Y C A L E N D A R
To submit a listing, send it to: email@sandovalsignpost.com. Deadline for
submission is the twentieth of the month prior to publication. The calendar
is a free community service provided by the Signpost to nonprofits and for
cultural events of interest to residents of Sandoval County.
Example: “First Monday” means the first Monday of each month.
Daily: The Mayor Hull Show. Go to rrnm.gov/mayorhullshow. Rio Rancho Mayor Gregg
Hull talks about issues facing Rio Rancho.
Daily: Free hikes at Valles Caldera National Preserve—from Magma to Magpie. For
a complete list of activities at the National Preserve, go to
https://www.nps.gov/vall/index.htm.
Monthly: Various community events at Rio Rancho Libraries. Rio Rancho
libraries—Esther Bone and Loma Colorado—will be hosting a variety of events all
month long ranging from book signings, to poetry readings, lectures, concerts, arts and
crafts, meet and greets, etc. For more information about the library or each month’s
activities, visit www.riorancholibraries.org.
Monthly: Urban Horticulture Classes. Sponsored by the SandovalMasterGardeners.org.
Free. Open to public. Registration preferred. Sandovalmastergardeners.org/public-classregistration.
Mondays: Bernalillo/Placitas open Al-Anon meeting for families and friends of
alcoholics/problem drinkers. 7:30-8:30. Held at the Bernalillo United Methodist
Church, 136 Calle Don Andres (behind Abuelitas), Bernalillo, 262-2177.
Second and fourth Mondays: Bernalillo Town Council meeting. 6:30 p.m. Held at
Bernalillo Town Hall. Info: call 867-3311, townofbernalillo.org.
Second and fourth Mondays: Westside Neuro Choir—A chorus for adults living with
brain challenges & caregivers. Includes ALS, brain injury, MS, Parkinson's, strokes,
and others. 5:45-7:15 p.m. Held at Grace Outreach Church, 2900 Southern Blvd, Rio
Rancho. Use southern entrance. For more info contact Sheri at 917-7981 or
sheriarmz@gmail.com
Mondays through Fridays: Placitas Mothers’ Day Out childcare. A caring, cooperative,
community childcare program since 1989. Hours: 8 a.m.-3 p.m. daily, $23. Info: Ms. Debbie Steuber, 867-3371.

should bring all of their paperwork. Expect about a thirty-minute, free legal consultation. 797-6077.

Sundays: Corrales Growers’ Market. 9-noon. Located at Corrales and Jones Road. 2590203.

Second Wednesdays: Rio Rancho Art Association (RRAA) monthly membership
meeting. 6:30-8:30 p.m. RRAA is a non-juried/all mediums regional art association. You
need not be a resident of Rio Rancho to join. Held in Don Chalmer’s Ford Community
Room, 2500 Rio Rancho Boulevard, Rio Rancho. www.rraausa.org, www.rioranchoartassociation.blogspot.com or 301-2009.

March 1: Albuquerque Philharmonic concert in Rio Rancho. 7:30 p.m. Featuring
Casablanca, Flying Dutchman, Peter Grimes, La Boutique Fantasque, and Háry János
Suite. Local students listened to the music and created artwork based on feelings or
images prompted by the music. The artwork is projected above the orchestra, and displayed in the lobby. Held at V. Sue Cleveland High School Concert Hall. Free, donations
appreciated, children are welcome. Brownies sold at intermission. ABQPhil.org, or 4337445.

Second and fourth Wednesdays: Sandoval County Civitans. 6:00 p.m. Held at Fair
Winds, 920 Riverview Drive SE, Rio Rancho. 898-6884.
Third Wednesdays: Meeting of the Coronado Optimist Club. 6-7 p.m. Held at the
Range Cafe in Bernalillo.
Third Wednesdays (except December): Las Placitas Association Board meeting. 6:30
p.m. Held at the Placitas Community Center. lasplacitas.org.

March 2: “Exotics of the Rainforest” at Placitas Community Library. 1:30 p.m. Carolyn and Sparky Newell will introduce you to their beautiful parrots, amphibians, and
reptiles. Refreshments will be served.

Thursdays: Using Microsoft Word at the Martha Liebert Public Library. 10 a.m. Registration a must. 867-1440.

March 3: Placitas drumming circle. 5-6 p.m. You do not have to know how to drum,
you just have to want to do it! Held at the Placitas Community Library.

Thursdays: El Club del Libro—Our monthly Spanish Book Club. 6-7 p.m. Recurring.
Held at Loma Colorado Main Library Rio Rancho History Room. Join us in reading a
book in Spanish, improving conversation skills, and meeting interesting friends who
wouldn’t have the opportunity to cross paths without “El Club del Libro.” This month, in
coordination with PBS’s The Great American Read program, we will discuss Bendiceme,
Ultima by Rudolfo Anaya. No registration required. Walk-ins welcome! Please note new
day and time.

March 3: The Albuquerque Concert Band will be performing a free concert at the
Eldorado High School Performing Arts Center. 3-4 p.m. Featuring guest soloist,
renowned trombonist, Chris Buckholz. The Albuquerque Concert Band is an all-volunteer group of over eighty musicians ranging from 18-84 years old. Rehearsals are once a
week and the band performs year-round. Concerts are free and open to the public. A
501(c)3 nonprofit organization. Donations are accepted and tax deductible.

Thursdays: Sandoval County Historical Society archives and library are open to
members and the public for family research, 9 a.m.-Noon. Bernalillo. Info: 867-2755.
First Thursdays: Sandoval County veteran’s outreach and business counseling. 1-4
p.m. Held at the Sandoval County Administrative Building, 1500 Idalia Road in
Bernalillo. All honorably-discharged veterans may be entitled to VA benefits and state
Veteran benefits. Come learn about your potential benefits. Bring your DD-214. 3832414.
First Thursdays: Art and Music at the Loma Colorado Main Library Auditorium,
Rio Rancho. Info: riorancholibraries.org, 505-891-5013.

Tuesdays: Teen Hang Out at the Martha Liebert Public Library. 4 p.m. 867-1440.
Tuesdays and Thursdays: Pickleball at the Bernalillo Community Center. 1-4 p.m.
Pickleball is a game played on a court with paddles and a whiffle ball. The court is
smaller than a tennis court and allows people to play who no longer want to run and
jump as they did in their younger years. Anyone can play, even if they have never played
tennis. 934-2649.
First Tuesdays: Albuquerque Newcomers' Club Welcome Coffee. 10 a.m. Held at Sandia Presbyterian Church (not affiliated with church)—10704 Paseo del Norte. Membership is open to residents who have lived in the Albuquerque area (including Sandoval
County) for five years or less, or who are having major changes in their lives. Make new
friends and increase your social life. Sign up for monthly luncheons and speakers, dining
out, visits to area attractions, book and movie groups, bridge, bunco, mah jongg, walking, wine tastings, etc. Singles’ and men’s groups. www.abqnewcomers@gmail.com. 3216970.
First Tuesdays: Coronado Kennel Club Meeting. 7:30 p.m. All-breed kennel club.
Schedule changes in August and December. Call 867-4510 for meeting location.
Third Tuesdays: Book Sale at the Martha Liebert-Town of Bernalillo Public Library.
4:30-6:30 p.m. Located at 124 Calle Malinche in Bernalillo. 867-1440, kbanks@townofbernalillo.org.
Third Tuesdays: Sandia Vista Amateur Radio Club. 7 p.m. Help provide emergency
communications in Placitas. Become a “HAM” radio operator. We will help you get your
FCC license. Visitors welcome. Held at the Placitas Fire Station No. 41, Hwy 165, near the
Library. Info: sandiavista.net..
Fourth Tuesdays: Pathways: Wildlife Corridors of NM monthly meeting. 6:30 p.m.
Held at Placitas Community Center. Open to the public. pathwayswc.wordpress.com.
Fourth Tuesdays: Eastern Sandoval County Arroyo Flood Control Authority
(ESCAFCA) meeting. 6 p.m. Held in the Town of Bernalillo Council Chambers. Persons
wishing to be on the agenda or persons with disabilities who need accommodations
should call 771-7110 by the first Tuesday. Board meeting agenda is posted on the
ESCAFCA website (escafca.com) and at the front desk of the Town Hall by Friday preceding the meeting.
Fourth Tuesdays: Placitas Democrats and Friends. 6-7:30 p.m. Held at Placitas Community Library. Meetings are open to the public and feature candidates for local, state,
national offices. www.sandovaldemocrats.org, 259-5860.
Tuesdays: Haven House Domestic Violence Support Group for women whose lives
have been touched by domestic violence. 6:30-8:00 p.m. Topics include: Dynamics of
Domestic Violence, Safety Plans, Developing Healthy Relationships, and information
about available services. All sessions are confidential and free of charge. Held at Rio
Rancho First Baptist Church, corner of Route 528 and 19th Avenue. 896-4869 or 1-800526-7157.

First and third Thursdays: Sandoval County Commission meeting. 6 p.m. Unless otherwise noted, all meetings will be held in the Sandoval Administration Building, 1500
Idalia Road Building D, Bernalillo. Info or meeting agenda: www.sandovalcounty.com,
867-7500.
Second Thursday: The New Mexico Parkinson’s Coalition (NMPC) meets. 1:30-3 p.m.
Held at Grace Outreach at 2900 Southern Boulevard SE in Rio Rancho. The NMPC works
to enhance the quality of life for individuals with Parkinson’s through education, awareness and support for those with the disease. For more information, call 219-5065 or visit
the website: nmparkinson.org.
Third Thursdays: Placitas Community Library Board of Directors Meetings. At the
Placitas Community Library, 453 Hwy 165. 6:30 p.m. Open to the public. Meeting agendas are posted at the library and Placitas Post Office.
Fourth Thursdays: Sandoval County Development Planning & Zoning Commission.
6 p.m. Held at the Sandoval County Administration Building, 1500 Idalia Road., Bldg. D,
Bernalillo.
Last Thursdays: Sandoval County veteran’s outreach and business counseling. 11
a.m.-2 p.m. Held at 433 Meadowlark SE in Rio Rancho. All honorably-discharged veterans may be entitled to VA benefits and state Veteran benefits. Come learn about your
potential benefits. Bring your DD-214. 383-2414.
Fridays: Toddler Time at the Martha Liebert Public Library. 10 a.m. 867-1440.
Fridays: Sandoval County Stroke Support Group. 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Provides weekly
support to survivors of stroke, their caregivers, adult family members, and health care
providers. Water and light snacks provided. No charge for meetings. Social outings
arranged six times a year. Geri: 620-8802.
Fridays: Celebrate Recovery—12 steps to finding freedom from hurts, hang-ups,
and habits. 6:30 p.m. Held at the First Assembly Church, 274 Camino Don Tomas,
Bernalillo. 867-7226.
First Fridays: Monthly luncheon of the Democratic Party of Sandoval County. 11:30
a.m.-1 p.m. Range Cafe in Bernalillo, 925 Camino del Pueblo. Sandoval Democrats
gather once a month (most months) to welcome speakers, candidates, and government
representatives. You pay for your lunch from the menu, or come for just the meeting.
www.sandovaldemocrats.org.
Second Fridays: Monthly meeting of the San-Bern Federated Republican Women.
11:30 a.m. The group offers meet-and-greet luncheons to discuss business and politics
for both Sandoval and Bernalillo County Republican interests. They aim to promote an
informed public through political education and activity. Republican women and men
are invited to attend. Held at Pelicans West. www.sanbernfrw.org, or call Julie Wright at
720-4883.

Wednesdays: Seniors (62+) ride free on the Rail Runner. Bring valid photo ID (with
birthdate).

Saturdays: Wildflower walks on the Sandia Ranger District. Starting at 9 a.m. There
will be an amenity fee of three dollars. Be sure to bring a hat, water, and sunscreen. Sandia Ranger District: 281-3305.

Wednesdays: Thinking Straight open meeting of Alcoholics Anonymous. 6-7 p.m.
Have a Desire to Stop Drinking? Celebrate Sobriety with us and learn how to stay sober.
Held at the First Assembly Church, 274 Camino Don Tomas (Room 8), Just south of
Highway 550 in Bernalillo. 266-1900.

Saturdays: Casa Rosa Food Bank. Open 9-11 a.m. Held in the pink house east of Las
Placitas Presbyterian Church at 640 Highway 165, six miles east of I-25. Community outreach program provides nonperishable food items as well as dairy, frozen meats, and
fresh produce as available for Placitas residents in need. Donations, volunteers welcome.

Wednesdays: Cub Scout meetings. 6:30-7:30 p.m. Held at the LDS Church Center in
Bernalillo, west of I-25’s Exit 240. New members are always welcome. 867-4689, 8672047.

Saturdays: Village of Los Ranchos de Albuquerque Growers’ Market. Free. MayAug.—7 a.m.-noon. Sep.-Nov. 8 a.m.-noon. Fresh vegetable, fruits, herbs flowers, jams,
cheeses, arts and crafts. Live music. Voted “Best In City.”
Accepts WIC/Senior. At Village of Los Ranchos tennis court parking lot.
losranchosgrowersmarket.com.

Wednesdays: Rotary Club of Rio Rancho Sunrise. 7 a.m. For breakfast, fellowship, a
great speaker, and a chance to get involved in local and worldwide service projects. At
Club Rio Rancho (used to be Chamisa Hills CC), 500
Country Club Drive, Rio Rancho. Info: Mac McKinney, 892-4313.
Wednesdays: Urban Horticulture Class Continuing Series. 1-3 p.m. Sponsored by the
SandovalMasterGardeners.org. Free and open to the public. Registration preferred. SandovalMasterGardeners.org. Sandoval County Ext. Office, Bernalillo. 929-0414.
First Wednesdays: Free civil legal clinic offered. 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Held in the third-floor
conference room of the Second District Courthouse, at the southwest corner of Lomas
and Fourth, NW. Free legal advice on a number of civil legal issues. No family law services will be offered. Attendance is limited to the first 25 persons who qualify for lowincome assistance. Interpreters and bilingual attorneys will be on hand. Attendees

March 2: Writer Nasario Garcia. Mr. Garcia will talk about his books and his life in
Bernalillo. 10 a.m. Held at the Martha Liebert Public Library.

Second and fourth Saturdays: Placitas Community Flea Market. 7 a.m.-1 p.m. Held at
Homestead Village on Highway 165 in beautiful Placitas. Vendor spaces are $10 for each
10x15 space. Spaces are on a first come basis. We cannot sell food, beverages, or
firearms. Vendor set up time is from 5:30 a.m. Bring your own table, chairs and tents,
which must be weighted down in case the winds pick up. All vendor fees go to a selected
charitable organizations. For additional information, contact Nancy Holley at 515-4323.

March 6: Jardineros de Placitas monthly meeting. 9:30 a.m. Held at Las Placitas Presbyterian Church. This month features speaker Kate Nelson of New Mexico Magazine,
speaking on “Hidden Gems—Off-the-Beaten-Path: Places to Explore for a Day or Weekend around New Mexico.” Jardineros de Placitas is a social, benevolent, and charitable
community-based organization for residents of Placitas. In addition to monthly meetings, members support local community organizations and participate in community
service projects and 20 varied interest groups. For more information see www.jardinerosdeplacitas.org or contact Karen Cox at 867-2399.
March 8: Public reception for Art in the Square, an exhibit made by students at
Placitas Elementary School. 5-7 p.m. Held at the Placitas Community Library. The
exhibit will be on display from March 2 to March 28. Students are excited to show off
their work and hope many parents and community members will attend the public
reception for the exhibition.
March 8: The Rio Rancho Astronomical Society monthly public meeting. 7:30 p.m.
Held at Rainbow Park Observatory, located at 301 Southern Boulevard, in Rio Rancho
(behind Rainbow Pool). Special guest speakers will be RRPS President, Jon Schuchardt
who will give a talk on binocular observing. The meeting is free and open to the public,
and telescopes will be set up for observing after the meeting, weather permitting. For
more information, call Melanie Templet at 220-5355.
March 9: Artist reception for At Chaco: silk art quilts by Judith Roderick at Wild
Hearts Gallery. 1-4 p.m. Light refreshments will be served. Located in Placitas at the
Homestead Village, 221-B State Highway 165.
March 10: Sandoval County Historical Society presents “North Valley History (2
Vols.)—Griego and Candelaria, Alameda and Los Ranchos,” by Francelle Alexander. 2
p.m., Delavy House, Bernalillo. Historical Society archives and library are open to members and the public for family research every Thursday morning 9 a.m.-Noon. Info: 8672755.
March 16: New Mexico Art Auction at Prairie Star Restaurant. Preview: 10-noon;
Live Auction: 1 p.m. Free admission and bid paddles . Online preview beginning March
1: kuaua.org. Intake of made-in-New Mexico consignment items of all mediums, old and
new, will be at Coronado Historic Site 485 Kuaua Road, in Bernalillo , on March 9, 10, 11,
13 & 14, from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. each day. friendsofchs@comcast.net or call 7710416 .
March 16: Music in Corrales. 7:30 p.m. Classical pianist, Katie Mahan, will enthrall the
audience with works by Beethoven, Debussy and Gershwin. Old San Ysidro Church, 966
Old Church Road, Corrales. Info: Jannie Dusseau, 890-5583 or www.corraleshistory.org.
March 16: The Xeric Garden Club presents, Attracting Birds and Keeping Them
Safe. 10-11:30 a.m. Bruce Dale, Conservation Chair for Central NM Audubon Society will
present a comprehensive talk on ways to attract birds by giving them a variety of native
plants, water, and safe passage. He will speak about how native plants have evolved with
native birds, creating a symbiotic relationship and native plants provide four food
groups for birds—berries and fruits, seeds, nectar, and insects. He will speak about how
birds look for cover for safety and shelter, so providing a multi-level habitat with flowers,
shrubs, vines, and trees attracts a variety of birds and in return creates a year round
refuge in your garden for both birds and humans to enjoy. Piñon Room at the Albuquerque Garden Center, 10120 Lomas Boulevard NE. Free.
www.xericgardenclub.org.
March 16: Lyric Poet Joseph Charles MacKenzie. 10 a.m. One-of-a-kind lyrical presentation of works from his book, Sonnets for Christ the King, which are based on love,
death, and the passage of time; as well as other Scottish poets. Held at the Martha
Liebert Public Library.
March 17: Friends of Coronado present “Space Pioneers: New Mexico’s Role in
Sending Men to the Moon.” 2 p.m. Space junkies will enjoy this presentation by author,
Loretta Hall. Admission: $5; Friends of CHS are Free. Held at the Sandoval County Historical Society Museum (DeLavy House) in Bernalillo. kuaua.org, 815-98-5327.
March 17: Placitas Artist Series. Artist reception at 2 p.m.; concert at 3 p.m. Featuring
visual artists Bunny Bowen, wax resist and dye on kimono silk; Karl Hofmann, linocut;
Barbara McGuire, watercolor; and Judith Roderick, art quilts and La Catrina String
Quartet. The concert and visual artist reception take place at Las Placitas Presbyterian
Church in the village of Placitas, located six miles east of I-25 on NM 165 (Exit 242). The
facility is completely accessible. For ticket information and further details, see page 2 of
this Signpost. Placitas Artists Series projects are supported in part by New Mexico Arts, a
division of the Department of Cultural Affairs, and by the National Endowment for the
Arts. 867-8080, info@PlacitasArtistsSeries.org, www.PlacitasArtistsSeries.org.
March 22: Placitas artist Judith Roderick will share her fabric art, Quilts of Chaco,
and discuss the importance of Chaco Canyon and its astronomical features. 5-6
p.m. Held at Wild Hearts Gallery in Placitas. Light refreshments will be served and, perhaps, a bit of poetry, too. Contact Doris Fields, 867-5340, for more information.
March 23: The art of Japanese storytelling with Daveed Korup. 2 p.m. Held at Placitas Community Library. This program combines hands-on music play, with new and
ancient tales for children of all ages.

Third Saturdays: Rio Rancho Northwest Mesa NAACP meets. 11 a.m. Held at Don
Newton Community Center. Public is invited. www.rrnwmnaacp.org.
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Bernalillo Senior Center activities
March 1: 10:00 a.m. local shopping, 12:30 p.m. billiards, 1:00 p.m.
popcorn and games
March 3: 1:30 p.m. Philharmonic Orchestra
March 4: 9:00 a.m. Walmart, 9:30 a.m. painting with Bethanne,
10:00 a.m. coffee social, 12:30 p.m. Bingo
March 5: 10:00 a.m. line dancing, 12:30 p.m. senior advisory
meeting, 1:00 p.m. power yoga, 1:30 p.m. group painting
March 6: 8:00 a.m. Roadrunner Mobile Food Pantry, no line
dancing, 12: 30 p.m. Bingo, 1:30 p.m. Tai Chi
March 7: 10:00 a.m. Sandoval County Historic Society, 10:00 a.m.
group painting, 12:30 p.m. Mexican Train (dominoes), 12:30 p.m.
crochet with Liz
March 8: 10:00 a.m. Frontier Café and Holocaust Museum, 12:30
p.m. billiards, 1:00 p.m. Dollar Tree
March 11: 9:30 a.m. painting with Bethanne, 10:00 a.m. coffee
social, 12:30 p.m. Bingo
March 12: 10:00 a.m. line dancing, crafts with Janet, 1:00 p.m.
power yoga, 1:30 p.m. group painting
March 13: 10:30 a.m. Las Ristras in Corrales and Movies West,
10:00 a.m. line dancing, 1:30 p.m. Tai Chi
March 14: 10:00 a.m. group painting, 12:30 p.m. Mexican Train
(dominoes), 12:30 p.m. crochet with Liz, 1:00 p.m. local shopping
March 15: 9:30 a.m. Senior Olympics opening ceremonies, 12:30
p.m. billiards, 12:30 p.m. Bingo
March 17: 10:00 a.m. Mexika (Aztec) New Year Ceremony

CO M M U N I T Y
CE N TE R S

March 18: 9:00 a.m. Walmart, 9:30 a.m. painting with Bethanne,
10:00 a.m. coffee social, 12:30 p.m. Bingo
March 19: 10:00 a.m. line dancing, crafts with Janet, 1:00 p.m.
power yoga, 1:30 p.m. group painting
March 20: 9:00 a.m. Echo commodities, 10:00 a.m. line dancing,
1:30 p.m. Tai Chi
March 21: 10:00 a.m. group painting, 12:30 p.m. Mexican Train
(dominoes), 12:30 p.m. crochet with Liz
March 22: 10:00 a.m. Coronado Mall, 12:30 p.m. billiards, 1:00 p.m.
AARP Defensive Driving Course ($15 members/$20 non-members)
March 25: 9:30 a.m. painting with Bethanne, 10:00 a.m. coffee
social, 12:30 p.m. Bingo
March 26: 10:00 a.m. line dancing, crafts with Janet, 1:00 p.m.
power yoga, 1:30 p.m. group painting
March 27: 9:30 a.m. Train to Santa Fe for lunch at Tomasita’s, 10:00
a.m. line dancing, 1:30 p.m. Tai Chi
March 28: 10:00 a.m. group painting, 12:30 p.m. Mexican Train
(dominoes), 12:30 p.m. crochet with Liz
March 29: 10:30 a.m. billiards game day, 12:30 p.m. birthday social,
1:00 p.m. birthday Bingo

Placitas Community Center activities
WEEKLY PROGRAMS:
Monday: 9:30 a.m. yoga, 11:15 a.m.
Enhanced Fitness
Tuesday: 8:15 a.m. Pilates, 9:30 a.m. Zumba,
9:30a.m. painting group, 1:00 p.m. Bingo,
11:00 p.m. billiards, 2:30 p.m. fused glass
workshop every 2nd and 4th, 3:00 p.m.
ukulele workshop
Wednesday: Project Linus blanket-making
9:30 a.m., cards 1 p.m., billiards 9:00-1:45
p.m., chair yoga 2:00p.m., Tai Chi 3:30 p.m.
Thursday: Pilates 8:15 a.m., yoga 9:30-11:00
a.m., enhanced fitness 11:15 a.m. beading
class 1:00-4:30 p.m. Beyond the
Brush/Mixed Media 1:30-3:30 p.m.,
billiards 2:15 p.m.
Friday: Zumba 8:00 a.m., having fun with
clay 9:30 a.m., painting open workshop 9:30
a.m., enhanced fitness 12:00-1:00 p.m,
billiards 1:30 p.m.
All seniors 60+ join us for lunch and enjoy
our new serve-our-own salad bar.

SPECIAL CLASSES/EVENTS:
March 1: Chinese herbalist mini-treatments
10:00 a.m.
March 4: grocery shopping at Walmart and
Albertson’s 12:30 p.m.
March 5: haircuts 9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. by
appointment only, Mardi Gras brunch and
potluck music by Spinning Kenny G 11:30
a.m.
March 6: Road Runner food pantry depart
at 7:40 a.m., Bankers Life seminar 12:30
p.m.
March 8: Field trip to Nearly New, Camino
Real Antiques, and Goodwill in Bernalillo
depart 12:30 p.m.
March 11: Cooking class demo with Janice
Gachupin: Jemez Tamale Patty 12:30 p.m.
March 13: Billiards game day 10:30 a.m.
March 14: St. Patrick’s Day luncheon
potluck 11:30 a.m.
March 15: Senior Olympics opening ceremonies and talent show depart 9:30 a.m.

March 19: Haircuts 9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. by
appointment only
March 20: Trip to Wild Hearts Gallery and
Placitas Café for dessert 12:30 p.m.
March 25: Card-making class 12:30 p.m.
March 27: Health checks by volunteer fire
department 11:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m., birthday
social 11:30 a.m.
NEW CLASS:
Chair yoga: Did you know that chair yoga
helps with pain prevention, lowering blood
pressure, mental benefits, increase flexibility, blood circulation, helps with digestive
system, boosts energy, and speeds up your
body’s recovery time? For further information on all events, contact the Placitas
Community Center at 867-1396 and pick up
the complete newsletter at site located at
41 Camino De Las Huertas.

Corrales Senior Center activities
Activities include exercise classes,
yoga, line dancing, Latin
Dance/Salsa dancing, aerobics,
Bingo, board games, ceramics, arts
and crafts, billiards, music, and
computer and Spanish classes.
Activities vary month to month.
The Center also celebrates special
events, and holds holiday parties,
birthday socials, dances, and
informal presentations.
AGE REQUIREMENTS: 60+ years
OPERATION TIME:
Monday through Friday,
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
LOCATION: 4324-A Corrales Road,
Corrales

THE TUMBLEWEEDS

Sandoval County Senior Centers’ lunch menu
March 1: Spaghetti and meatballs, steamed
Italian veggies, three bean salad, garlic breadstick, fresh apple slices
March 4: Beef stroganoff over fettuccine,
steamed glazed carrots, garden salad with
dressing, garlic toast, chilled peaches
March 5: Breakfast for lunch, sausage-eggand-cheese biscuit with green chile gravy,
breakfast potatoes, grilled spinach/onions,
orange juice
March 6: Bean-and-cheese burrito, Spanish
rice, steamed chuckwagon corn, garden salad
with dressing, fresh banana, oatmeal cookie
March 7: Pineapple glazed pork chop, baked
baby yams, steamed green beans, garden
salad with dressing, biscuit with margarine,
chilled applesauce
March 8: Lemon pepper tilapia, rice pilaf,
broccoli rabe, coleslaw, ww roll with margarine, chilled fruit cocktail
March 11: Country fried steak with gravy,
mashed potatoes, steamed mixed veggies,
garden salad, biscuit, apricots
March 12: Sweet and sour pork, asian
noodles, steamed broccoli/cauliflower,
spinach salad with dressing, sweet roll with
margarine, fresh orange

March 13: Santa Fe chicken, refried beans
with cheese, steamed green beans, garden
salad with dressing, cornbread with honey,
chilled pears
March 14: Corned beef and cabbage, boiled
potatoes, garden salad with dressing soda
bread with margarine, fruited Jello
March 15: Fried rice with egg, green onion,
bean sprouts, carrots, peas, steamed green
beans, Asian slaw, baked apple, fortune cookie
March 18: Chicken Caesar wrap with shredded romaine and Parmesan, broccoli and
grape salad, pasta salad, mandarin oranges,
peanut butter cookie
March 19: Frito pie, pinto beans, steamed
zucchini and onions, shredded
lettuce/tomato, flour tortilla, chilled peaches
March 20: Chicken with cream gravy, steamed
rice, steamed winter-blend vegetables, garden
salad with dressing, ww roll with Margarine,
fresh banana
March 21: Meatloaf, mashed potatoes and
gravy, steamed mixed veggies, garden salad
with dressing, ww roll with margarine, chilled
applesauce
March 22: Baked salmon with lemon butter,
quinoa and rice, steamed cauliflower,
kaleslaw, garlic breadstick, fresh apple

ONGOING:
Open gym equipment, pool table
available daily.
MONDAYS: Bingo, ceramics class
TUESDAYS: Morning Aerobics,
Spanish class
WEDNESDAYS: Morning yoga, morning computer class, Bingo, ceramics
class, afternoon Latin dance (Salsa)
THURSDAYS: Morning Aerobics,
Spanish class
FRIDAYS: Bingo, ceramics class
Call the Center to check the
Activities Schedule at
(505) 897-3818.

—by Rudi Klimpert
It’s too crowded
around here. I’m
heading up to the
Community Center.”

March 25: Meatball sandwich, pasta with
Marinara sauce, steamed green beans, garden
salad with kale and dressing, pineapple tidbits
March 26: Orange-glazed chicken, steamed brown
rice, steamed Italian veggies, garden salad with
dressing, ww roll with margarine, fresh banana
March 27: Chef ’s salad with turkey, ham, tomato,
cheese and egg, croutons, club crackers, chilled
peaches, vanilla pudding

March 28: Beef pot pie with mixed veggies,
steamed broccoli, garden salad with dressing,
biscuit with margarine, fruit cocktail
March 29: Chili beans with cheese, steamed
chuckwagon corn, garden salad with dressing,
cornbread with honey and margarine, fresh
orange
•. •. •
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YO U T H

ANIMAL NEWS
Indiscriminate traps kill, injure endangered
Mexican wolves, impeding recovery
~CHRISTOPHER SMITH, WILDEARTH GUARDIANS

The Tiger Den’s service project giving back by playing
board and card games with Beehive residents.

Cub Scouts plan more fun ahead
~AMANDA GRIEGO
Cub Scout Pack 0708 was happy to welcome government and school
officials and supporters to our Blue and Gold Banquet in February. The
charter granted by the national office of the Boy Scouts of America was
presented to Venus Sanford, President of the Coronado Optimist Club,
which sponsors our Pack as part of its work to aid and encourage the
development of youth in Sandoval County.
The nineteen youth and their volunteer leaders received their membership certificates as well as their gold Journey To Excellence insignia,
acknowledging their high achievement in 2018 in meeting the national
standards of character development, citizenship training, leadership,
and mental and physical fitness.
The food and skits were enjoyable, and we look forward to the rest of
a fun-filled year of scouting.
Call Amanda at 507-1305 or David at 867-4689 for more information.

Library invites family to meet live animals
~PAM TROUTMAN
On March 2, at 1:30 p.m., come visit the animals of “Exotics of the Rainforest.” Children’s stories and coloring activities will start at 1:30 p.m.
and then, at 2:00 p.m., Carolyn and Sparky Newell will introduce you to
their beautiful parrots, amphibians, and reptiles. Since 1992, the mission
of the locally owned Exotics of the Rainforest has been to encourage
conservation through educational programs. Audience members are
encouraged to participate and ask questions. Animal lovers, both young
and old, are invited. Each child who attends will receive a give-away
book while supplies last. Refreshments will be served.

Kamishibai storyteller combines drama,
music, art for all ages
~PAM TROUTMAN
Kamishibai (Kah-mee-she-bye) is a form of storytelling that combines
drama, music, and art. In Japanese, kami means paper and shibai means
play or drama. Kamishibai’s origins date back to 12th-century Japan,
when monks used large original illustrations as tools for sharing moral
lessons and folktales to the public. This storytelling art form has
evolved over the years and is now a potent teaching tool that is being
used in schools and communities all over the world—now including
Placitas.
Join Daveed Korup for a one-of-a-kind storytelling adventure on
March 23, at 2:00 p.m. This program combines hands-on music play,
with new and ancient tales for children of all ages. Participants will
experience Kamishibai stories using familiar songs, ranging from
“There Was an Old Lady Who Swallowed A Fly” to “Puff the Magic
Dragon” to original stories created by children.
Each child who attends will receive a give-away book while supplies
last. Refreshments will be served.
The motto of the Placitas Community Library is “Una Placitas para
Todos,”“A Place for Everyone.” We invite all communities in Sandoval
County, the town of Bernalillo, and the cities of Albuquerque and Rio
Rancho. All programs at our library are free of charge.

As a bill to ban recreational and commercial trapping works its way through the
New Mexico legislature, indiscriminate trapping is proving an enormous impediment for endangered Mexican gray wolves’ already uphill battle toward recovery. The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service reports that, since November 2018, five lobos
have fallen victim to traps in New Mexico. One of the wolves, female 1565, died
in veterinary care. Another, male 1669, lost a leg. Male 1556 was treated and
released but was later observed limping. Two other wolves were captured and
released without injury.
New Mexico House Bill 366, called “Roxy’s Law” in honor of a dog who died
in a trap on public lands in November, would prohibit traps across public lands
in New Mexico with exemptions for human health and safety, ecosystem management, and New Mexico Department of Game and Fish depredation trapping.
In an 8-4 vote, the bill passed the House Energy, Environment, and Natural
Resources Committee.
“This is yet another chilling example of the grave threats lobos face, on top of
an already dire genetic crisis,” said Kelly Nokes, shared Earth wildlife attorney
at Western Environmental Law Center. “Mexican wolves are among our nation’s
most critically imperiled species and they need proper protection if they are ever
to recover as the law demands.”
The annual official count of wild Mexican wolves is ongoing currently. As of
last February, there were 114 lobos in the wilds of New Mexico and Arizona. The
past year has seen a large number of Mexican wolf mortalities. During the 20172018 trapping season, at least four lobos were caught in traps. Two subsequently
died.
Domestic dogs are also caught in traps on public lands. Along with Roxy,
Ranger died from trap wounds this year. Kekoa lost a leg to a trap in December.
Trapping on public lands is legal in New Mexico. No bag limits exist for
furbearer species. The law does not require trap locations to be marked, signed,
or for any warnings to be present. No gross receipts tax is levied on fur and
pelts sold by trappers. No penalties exist for trappers who unintentionally trap
non-target species including endangered species, protected species, domestic
animals, pets, humans, or livestock.
No database or official record is kept by any public entity and no requirement
exists that trappers report when they have captured a dog in their traps. Neither
New Mexico Game and Fish nor trappers are liable for the damages that are
caused by traps.
The true toll that trapping takes on native wildlife is difficult to know.
Reporting requirements exist for some species, but not for often-trapped socalled “unprotected furbearers” like coyotes and skunks. The accuracy of reporting is unverifiable, and numbers do not adequately articulate the suffering and
carnage that traps wreak on bobcats, foxes, critically imperiled Mexican gray
wolves, coyotes, and other animals.
The almost singular excuse for the above-mentioned incidents is that trapping
is necessary to control carnivore populations, but scientific studies do not support this assertion. In fact, scientific studies show that trapping and lethally
removing carnivore species, like coyotes, often exacerbate conflicts such as those
with livestock (see Using Coyotes to Protect Livestock. Wait. What?, Randy
Comeleo, Oregon Small Farm News, Vol. XIII No. 2, p. 2, (Spring 2018)).
The existence of trapping by a minuscule subset of the population using New
Mexico’s public lands is in direct conflict with one of the state’s most valuable
economic strengths: outdoor recreation. This economy is not bolstered by piles
of dead animals discarded by public roadways or by the thousands of wild animals taken from New Mexico’s diverse public landscapes for personal profit.
The lobo, or Mexican wolf, is the smallest, most genetically distinct, and one of
the rarest subspecies of gray wolf. The species was listed under the Endangered
Species Act in 1976, but recovery efforts have largely foundered because the
Service has yet to implement scientifically recommended recovery actions.
Although lobos once widely roamed across the southwestern United States and
Mexico, the Mexican wolf was purposefully eradicated from the United States
on behalf of American livestock, hunting, and trapping interests. Recognizing
the Mexican gray wolf's extreme imperilment, the Service listed it on the federal
endangered species list in 1976, but recovery efforts have largely foundered
because the Service has yet to take the actions science shows is necessary to
restore the species.
In 1998, after the few remaining wolves were put into captivity in an attempt
to save the species, the Service released 11 Mexican wolves to a small area on the
border of Arizona and New Mexico now known as the Blue Range Wolf Recovery Area. The program has limped along ever since, with illegal killings and
sanctioned removals subverting recovery.
Mexican wolves are at tremendous risk due to their small population size,
limited gene pool, threats from trapping, Wildlife Services’ activities, and illegal
killings.
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LALO’S
PET
PRINTS
Email your animal
photos to “Lalo” at:
email@sandovalsignpost.com

It’s tim
e for m
y
ear scr
atching
,
please
.

A N I M A L H OT L I N E
A service to help reunite lost and found pets
with their people.
If you lose or find an animal in Sandoval County,
email the information to:

email@sandovalsignpost.com

“Lalo”

We will place it in the upcoming issue’s
Classified section at no charge.
If the animal you reported no longer needs
attention, please email the Signpost by the 20th
of the month to have the listing not included
in the upcoming issue.
The Animal Hotline is a free service of the Signpost.

Excellent care for your family pet
Coronado Pet Hospital is a state-of-the-art, clean, and comfortable
veterinary clinic with a wide variety of veterinary services for total pet care.
Coronado's compassionate and experienced staff is fully equipped to
treat dogs, cats, and many exotic species with general and emergency
veterinary services, surgery, dental care, and prescription pet foods.

Stop by to meet our staff or call for an appointment today.

Conveniently located at
4192 Hwy 528 (just South of 550)
Rio Rancho, NM 87144
Here you go, Lalo. Wha!

—CODY LONGLEY

Call 505-771-3311
Open: Mon-Fri 8am-6pm • Saturdays 8am-4pm
Closed Sundays and major holidays

Bobcat caught lunch at my house a week ago!
Wild animal kingdom! —PEPI STRAHL

Another rare sighting at my casa—a Mountain Chickadee.
I hear they’re starting to come back after the Pinon Blight.
—TODD RENNECKAR
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A N I N D E P E N D E N T L O C A L N E W S PA P E R

ANIMALS

C L A SS I F I E D S
To place a classified ad,
email your ad or questions to:
email@sandovalsignpost.com
(Includes a free posting on the Signpost website.)
For further information, visit:
www.sandovalsignpost.com
or call the Signpost office at 505-867-3810.

ANIMALS

C L A SS E S

~ CO N T I N U E D ~

~ CO N T I N U E D ~

Paws N’ Claws Pet Care
In-Home Pet Care serving:
Placitas, Rio Rancho & Corrales
Overnight Pet Care serving: Santa Fe
Pet Sitting • Pet Waste Removal

RESPONSIBLE PET- & HOUSE-SITTER AVAILABLE—
Responsible, mature woman seeks house-sitting position.
Pets and barn animals lovingly cared for. Short and
long-term situations. References. Please call Lois at
575-519-8498.

505-440-0875
PawsNClaws02@gmail.com
Deb Stichmann
Licensed/Insured

ALL CREATURES PETSITTING. Loving, fun care.
Vacation, business, emergencies. Placitas/Bernalillo.
Call Karen at 977-0426.

CLEAN INg

A N N O U N CE M E N T S
bernalillopetcarecenter.com

HOUND DAWG
House & Pet Sitters

• In-Home & Overnight Pet Care
• Dog Walking Services
• Experienced Horse People
• 25 Years Experience in
Adopting, Rescuing and Caring
for Horses, Cats & Dogs
• Retired Couple
• Longtime Placitas Residents

Now Open in Placitas

FINANCIAL INVESTOR’S COFFEE CLUB IN
PLACITAS—Lonnie Brink, a local Edward Jones financial
advisor, will host a Coffee Club at 9:30 a.m. on Thursday,
January 17 (the third Thursday of every month) at the
Placitas Cafe. Seating may be limited. To reserve a seat,
call Melanie at (505) 867-9635.

DESERT FLOWER CARPET & STEAM CLEANING
CARPET AND FURNITURE SPECIALISTS
We steam clean wool and silk area rugs, too,
plus your tile, grout and stone
867-4493 • www.desertflowercleancarpets.com

The Art Of
Cleaning A Home
• Insured
• References
• Member of ARCSI
• Certified Cleaners

C H U RC H N E W S
CALL
505-264-2886
Bonded & Insured

Bridget Cobb—Proprietor

Camp Pa sitive

Call for Free Estimate
(505) 818-4348 • michaelleaburns@gmail.com

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL—JUNE 17TH-JUNE 21ST

from 4-6 pm for kids from ages 4-12 at First Baptist
Church of Bernalillo at 800 S. Camino del Pueblo.
Contact the church 867-8807 for more information.

Where your dog can come stay and play

C L A SS E S

Offering day camp and overnights at our home.
150 Camino de la Rosa Castilla
Phone: 867-4408

Chris Livingston, Master Music Instructor

PLACITAS HOUSEKEEPING
Local resident • 25 years experience
References provided • Placitas area
Lesia Graham — 448-1152 / 415-2680

Want to learn Piano, Guitar, Bass, Ukulele or Theory?

Make a reservation for your pup to come play with us.

NON-LETHAL SNAKE REMOVAL
~ ~ ~ Any kind of snake ~ ~ ~
Donations accepted for payment.

Like Jazz, Rock, Classical, Funk? What’s your Style?

Call Chris for LESSONS in his home or yours!
B.A. in Music • 20 yrs. Instructor & Performer
Certified in Early Childhood Teaching
Reasonable rates • Gentle approach to teaching/learning

505-980-4322 • Chrisguitarpiano@gmail.com

Call Moises—321-3600

WILDLIFE RESCUE—Call 505-344-2500.

—“CLASSES,” continued next column

An all-volunteer wildlife rescue program to assist injured
or orphaned wildlife. A service of the Rio Grande Nature
Center in Albuquerque, New Mexico.

—“ANIMALS,” continued next column
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ROSA’S HOUSECLEANING SERVICE, LLC
~ Family Business in Bernalillo ~
Licensed • Free Estimates
References Provided

505-379-8652 • 505-990-2053

THANK YOU for your support
of Signpost advertisers.

THE COMMUNITY SINCE

1988

FOR SALE:
HOMES / LAND
T OR C, NEW MEXICO. HOT SPRINGS—Build or manufactured house on a 50’ x 100’ vacant lot with all the city
utilities. On 1305 Platinum Drive, TorC, New Mexico.
$12,000 or best offer. Call 505-301-0926.

FOR SALE:
HOMES / LAND

g RO U N D W O R K :
/ LANDSCAPING

~ CO N T I N U E D ~

~ CO N T I N U E D ~

FOR SALE!!! 20 BLUEBIRD RD, PLACITAS
This amazing floor plan wraps around an open courtyard.
3-car garage; soaring ceilings throughout. A “must see”!

Tom Mankowsky

Contact Paul Chavez—ReMax Select 505-720-7807
THIS 2015 BERNALILLO HOME HAS IT ALL—
COMFORT, CONVENIENCE, ECONOMY!—
Comfort: nearly new, 1,825 sq.ft., 3 beds, 2 baths, den,
living/dining/kitchen, Great Room with sliders to
enclosed porch and patio garden. Location: walk to the
Rail Runner! Economy: PV solar panels on roof! Call
Frank Lyons, Associate Broker, Varela Real Estate,
505-982-2525, cell: 518-307-9109.

TUNNEL SPRINGS COMPOUND WITH 360 DEGREE
VIEWS—The main house has remodeled kitchen, master
bath and a newer dining room, while the compound
includes modern charming Casita, studio, workshop and
two-car garage. Bring your talents to this true artist’s
haven! No CC&R’s. Asking $575,000. Call Porter 263-3662,
La Puerta Real Estate Services, LLC 867-3388.

REMOTELY CLOSE, IN PLACITAS!
Build your dream home on a rare 7.5+ acre parcel
that allows freedom to breathe, garden, keep horses,
and more. The property is subdivided into
three 2.5-acre lots with gorgeous 60-mile views.
Buy one or have all three at a 10% discount.
Shared well and utilities are ready (including
buried wire for cable TV/Internet). A moss rock
arroyo provides private walking and space for a
teepee! The 560-acre Placitas Open Space is right
next door. For further details or to have a look:

Contact Sandy Poling—505-250-0879
sandy@PlacitasProperty.com
www.PlacitasProperty.com

BLOOMING NATIVE GARDENS

PLACITAS—$260,000—Spacious 4BR, 3BA home in Placitas! 2,500 sq. ft. on 1.3 acres with Sandia views! Located
less than a mile from Highway 165. Artistic home with
wood, brick & tile floors, wraparound deck, plus oversized garage and over an acre of nearly level land with no
restrictions! Placitas Realty 867-8000, Dave 263-2266.

•
•
•
•
•
•

APPROXIMATELY 7’ X 7.5’ LUXURIOUS KING-SIZED
BED—Fine condition. Wood-and-black leather headboard
and frame. High mattress. $500 or best offer. 3 tall
wooden swivel barstools. $25 each OBO. Call Peter @
867-3189.

Rebuilding Together Sandoval County
CHARITY SALE—854 Camino Don Tomas, Bernalillo
Store hours: Every Friday & Saturday 10 AM to 2 PM
Open for business and to accept donations every
Friday and Saturday. New items arriving weekly.
Deliver donations to facility during store hours on
Friday or Saturday, or contact Janice at 867-1139
or help@rebuildingtogethersandoval.org.
Donations are tax deductible as allowed by law.
We will provide you with a tax receipt.

g RO U N D W O R K :
/ LANDSCAPING

PROFESSIONAL XERISCAPE DESIGN,
INSTALLATION & MAINTENANCE
Xeriscape design, installation & maintenance
Installation & repair of irrigation & water features
Over 30 yrs experience in native/non-native plants
Offering maintenance schedule to fit your needs
10% off Spring Clean-up for new Placitas customers
Installation from sod & plants to flagstone patios
& block walls

BASED IN PLACITAS • CALL NOW TO SCHEDULE

505-440-0875
Visit our website: bloomingnativegardens.com
Recommended by Angie’s List • References furnished • Lic/Ins

FOREVERBLOOM—A HORTICULTURE AND
ARBORICULTURE BUSINESS. Services include:
Consulting, landscape design, plant care, pre-purchase
inspection and selection. Disease and pest infestation
control. Tree appraisals and landscape restoration.
30 yrs. exp. Please give me a call—Virginia Escamilla at
505-379-8890.

WHELCHEL
Landscaping and Construction Co.
SAVE 10% off our already competitive prices
when you MENTION this SIGNPOST AD!
NOW is a great time to SAVE MONEY
on Landscaping, Concrete Work, Paved Patios,
Patio Covers, Gravel Work & more!
We’re specialists in Landscaping & Outdoor Living
If you can imagine it, we can create it.

HOME ON 5 ACRES $219,000—360 DEGREE VIEWS!—
Level land in Placitas with no restrictions, located just
1,000 feet from public land, with a 1,590 sq. ft. home that
needs work. Land can be easily divided into 2 lots! Brand
new 520-foot deep well! Placitas Realty 867-8000 Dave
Harper 263-2266.

Sprinkler & Drip Systems
Concrete, Flagstone & Brick Work
Block Walls & Stucco Work • Additions & Remodels
Kiva Fireplaces, Banco Seating, Outdoor Kitchens
Portals, Patio Covers, Decks, Retaining Walls
Terracing , Sod, Gravel & Planting

2 ACRE WITH WATER & POWER $34,000—Mesa &
mountain views! In Placitas, close to thousands of acres of
Public Land! Reasonable covenants. Just off paved road!
Placitas Realty 867-8000, Dave Harper 263-2266.

—“FOR SALE: HOMES / LAND,” continued next column

DALE’S TREE SERVICE—Pruning, removals, stumps,
hauling and mowing. 28 years experience. Dale Roberts,
505-473-4129 or 505-977-1981.

3 LOTS IN PLACITAS ONLY $80,000—Owner financing
available! 3 lots in Placitas (1 acre each) being sold
together for just $80,000. No restrictions. Easy access off
HIghway 165 with huge Sandia views! Call Dave at Placitas Realty 867-8000 or 263-2266.

La Puerta Real Estate Service, LLC, 867-3388

3.6 ACRES WITH TONS OF BUILDABLE LAND!—
Views of the Sandias and the sunsets, city lights, Mt. Taylor & Cabezon! Located on paved county-maintained
road in Placitas! $153,000 Includes water & power. One of
the best building lots in Placitas! 867-8000 Placitas Realty,
Dave Harper 263-2266.

LAWN SPRINKLERS
Repairs / Installation • 892-7215 or 250-0301

SANTA FE-STYLE CUSTOM $679,000—Exclusive Listing! 4 bedroom, 3.5 bath, 3,300 sq. ft. custom on 1.77 acres
in Placitas. Just a 5-minute drive from I-25, this haciendastyle home has big Sandia views, soaring ceilings,
updated kitchen, formal dining, separate master suite
with sitting room and 2 walk-in closets, 3-car garage and
wonderful privacy! Call Placitas Realty 867-8000 Dave
Harper 263-2266.

FOR SALE
M I S CE L L A N E O U S
EXCLUSIVE COUNTRY LIVING

Lic.#29769

Call 221-8052 for free estimate
References/Pictures on Request • www.nmlandscaping.com
Licensed/Bonded/Insured/Lic. #60178
A-Rating - Angie’s List • AAA - Better Business Bureau
—“GROUND WORK / LANDSCAPING,” continued next column
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H E A LT H / S P I R I T
/ BEAUTY
MASSAGE AND REFLEXOLOGY—Call Evelyn Clark
505-670-568. Info at: bodyshopbysusan.com. Lic. #MT4354.

Mindful Strokes MOBILE MASSAGE

Chair or Table to You! Your place or ABQ location.

RiverStoneCate.com • 505-401-4015 Lic. #MT4607
Craniosacral & Certified Lymphatic Massage
CBD Herbal Therapy • Fragrance-Free Office

Placitas Del Salon
505-867-6361
FULL SERVICES SALON
Your Homestead Village Salon!
221 Hwy. 165, Ste. I, Placitas 87043 • Next to “Alive Fitness Studio”
PlacitasDelSalon@gmail.com • www.PlacitasDelSalon.com

We offer Charming Looks!

H E L P W A N TE D

S E R V I CE S
~ CO N T I N U E D ~

WATERMELON MOUNTAIN RANCH
IS LOOKING FOR A SALES ASSISTANT
IN NOT-FOR-PROFIT THRIFT SHOP
IN BERNALILLO
Wednesday thru Saturday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Experience in retail is required.
Preference given to animal lovers. Call Nadia at 850 2578
Email resumes to Nadiawmr@aol.com

Construction • Framing • Home Maintenance • Carpentry
Painting • Staining • Wood Restoration • Crown Moulding & Trim
Baseboards • Drywall/Drywall Repair • Mold Remediation
Window Cleaning • Custom Window Screens & Rescreening
Stucco • Texturing • Landscaping/Gardening • Trash Removal
Demolition • General Labor • Free Estimates
March 2019 Special:

WATERMELON MOUNTAIN RANCH IN
RIO RANCHO HAS SEVERAL JOB OPPORTUNITIES
VET TECH: For surgeries on Wednesdays and
Thursdays, three times a month. Must be experienced.
VET ASSISTANT: Need someone to order supplies,
do paperwork, and administer medications to assist staff in our
vet clinic. Must be able to work Friday, Saturday and Sunday.
Possible full-time depending upon applicant.
KENNEL WORKERS: Part-time and full-time. Different shifts
available. Must be able to lift 40 lbs. and be a dog lover.

COMPLETE ROOM MAKEOVER $299!
Caulking, weather-strip windows/doors,
drywall, patching, trim, quality work,
new Behr Marquee paint. CALL TODAY!

INSURED • GREAT LOCAL REFERENCES

505-377-7488 • eligamayhew@yahoo.com

Send resumes/letters of interest to
Sophiawmr@aol.com. No phone calls please.

High Noon

RE N T / L E A S E

Pest Control
505-269-0603

NEXT TO FOREST—Hike from backyard! 3 bed, 2 bath,
2-car garage. Clean and move-in ready! $1,225 per month
on lease. Placitas Realty 867-8000, Janice 250-6946.

• No Long-term Contracts
• Rodent Exclusion • Snake Control
www.HighNoonPestControl.com
DAVID PERKINS • LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Come see us!!!

S E R V I CE S

HOUSE PAINTING—40 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
Hello, I’m Steve Russo. I live in Placitas and specialize in residential interior and small exterior painting. I’m neat, reliable, and
will give you a free written estimate. Call anytime 908-278-8785

PLACITAS CHIROPRACTIC
505-620-3312
Dr. Mary Lou Skelton

HOMEOWNERS’ HANDYMAN SERVICES—Carpentry,
decks, doors, landscaping, painting, tile, windows. Free
estimates. Call 505-313-1929.

Tibetan Cranial Sessions by appt.
Tibetan Cranial info, visit: www.atmabodhyoga.com

C aregiver

25 years experience
excellent references
elderly / disabled
will work in your home
Available Sun. thru Sat. • 7 Days A Week

Call (505) 220-1167 or (505) 867-9092

—“SERVICES,” continued next column

—“SERVICES,” continued next page

WINDOW
BOX
CAPERS
—by Rudi Klimpert
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Adobe Handyman Services

M & T STUCCO
If we can patch it,
we can match it!

O'HARA PAINTING—Quality craftsmanship.
Professional service. Clean and efficient. Low VOC
paint products. Licensed, Bonded and Insured. Check
references at: nextdoor.com. Call Kieran O'Hara for a
free estimate. 505-699-6253 (land lines: dial 505).

I do it alll!
Tile Framing Drywall
Stucco Plaster Painting
Windows Doors Roofs
Stonework Adobe Landscaping
No
small
No job
job ttoo
oo sm
all!
FREE
ESTIMATES!
FREE ES
ST
TIMA
AT
TES!
Call
Scott
Call S
cotttt 3600-2394
40-5269

Painting by
United Services
Residential • Commercial
All Paints & Refinishes • Int./Ext.
General Maintenance
Handyman • Stucco Repairs

Patch & Small Re-Stucco
Drywall & Insulation
Tile & Blockwork for Walls
and more!

505.250.6646
Licensed, Insured & Bonded

“A little bit of everything!”

A to Z Repairs

Great local references

Home Improvements & Repairs

Satisfied customers in
Placitas • Bernalillo • Sandoval Cty

Interior & Exterior Painting
Plaster • Tile • Drywall • Stucco

Grandpa’s Jokes

General Maintenance • Handyman Services

Man walks into a doctor’s office.

Call Mark @ 505-404-8090

Doctor says, “You’ve got six months to live.”

Call for an estimate today!

Email: handymanhelper2@gmail.com

Man says, “No way, doc! I want a second opinion.”

867-6381 • 910-9420

Proudly serving Placitas and Surrounding Areas

MATTHEW GURULE & TIM GURULE

• • • • •

Doc says, “You’re ugly, too.”

Read Signpost back issues and more at www.sandovalsignpost.com

“45 ADAPTER”

—A stereogram by Gary Priester

TO VIEW THE STEREOGRAM: Hold the image close to your wide open eyes and look “through” the image, not focusing on it,
then slowly move the image away maintaining the blurred focus. Let your brain work to see the hidden image in 3D.
Visit: facebook.com/Eyetricks3DStereograms to see images that change each week or visit: eyetricks-3d-stereograms.com.
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