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County pulls out of enforcing 
private property covenants
~SIGNPOST STAFF

Newly elected Sandoval County officials (from left) Commissioner Katherine Bruch, 
Commissioner Michael Meeks, Assessor Linda Gallegos, Probate Judge Charles Aguilar and 
Sheriff Jesse James Casaus await being sworn into office during ceremonies on December 31.

After spending 95 minutes on a zoning
appeal that still may take a judge to sort
out, Sandoval County Commission Chair-
man David Heil had one wish.

"Get us the heck out of CCRs," he said in
a tone both friendly and exasperated. "This
is insanity."

On January 17, his wish came true.
CCRs would be the covenants, condi-

tions, and restrictions. They accompany
land and home sales and subdivision devel-
opments and tell purchasers what they can
and cannot do. Regulations can cover
everything from home appearance and
landscaping to whether you can have an
outdoor clothesline or a pet pig. 

A homeowners' association (HOA) board
is often is the first referee in CCR disputes.
But being based on civil contracts, conflicts
that can't be resolved amicably may end up
in District Court.

In the December case that irked Heil, the
commission ruled against the Anasazi
Trails HOA and in favor of homeowners
wanting to use their Placitas home for
short-term vacation rentals. 

Sandoval County, however, is, or was,
one of the few New Mexico counties to put
itself in the middle of that contentious
process. That role is a holdover from a
model ordinance the county adopted in
1988.

"It's interesting that this was hid away
from past history in our Comprehensive
Zoning Ordinance," Heil said during the

January 17 commission meeting. "This is
something it's not even legal for us to do…
It's us enforcing the HOA ordinances, and
we can't even do that."

By Signpost deadline, no lawsuit had been
filed in the Placitas case.

In other action, on January 17, the com-
mission's sole meeting for the month:

• Commissioners re-elected Heil to a sec-
ond year as commission chair and elected
Commissioner Jay Block vice-chair.

• Newly elected Commissioners Kather-
ine Bruch of Placitas and Michael Meek of
Rio Rancho were welcomed to the panel

• The county's independent auditor
reported the 2017-18 fiscal year audit was
filed with few problems beyond a major
debt not being properly recorded. "The
findings are the fewest we've had in many
years," said Farley Vener, president of the
accounting firm Hinkle + Landers, P.C.

• By a 3-2 vote commissioners authorized
a letter of support for House Bill 53 cur-
rently pending in the Legislature. If
approved, the bill would phase in, over
three years, a $100 annual fee paid by pet-
food manufacturers for each label variety of
food and treats sold in the state.

Money raised would underwrite animal
shelter spay-and-neuter programs across
the state. Proponents said the fee, if passed
on to consumers, would cost them $2 a year
while opponents argued it would drive up
the cost of spay-and-neuter procedures.

Lente tapped to lead House
water, agriculture committee 
~BILL DIVEN

When the Legislature convened on
January 15, Rep. Derrick Lente
found himself with greater respon-
sibilities and a new title: committee
chairman.

Lente, a Democrat from Sandia
Pueblo whose district includes
much of Bernalillo, now heads the
House Agriculture and Water
Resources Committee. As such,
he'll be riding herd on statewide
bills with local implications like
those dealing with domesticated and wild horses.

"It's an honor to be in your second term and be named to
chair a committee," Lente told the Signpost. He's also finding
out being a committee chairman carries a lot of extra work, he
added.

He succeeds Rep. Bealquin “Bill” Gomez of Doña Ana
County who lost the Democratic primary to Raymundo "Ray"
Lara. Lara went on to win the November election and now
holds a seat on Lente's committee.

Lente, an attorney, raises alfalfa and Black Angus cattle. He
resigned his position on the Middle Rio Grande Conservancy
District Board of Directors to avoid potential conflicts of inter-
est with his legislative position. Chairing the MRGCD board
for several years was a good crash course for leading the com-
mittee, Lente said.

The big change this session is having Democratic Gov.
Michelle Lujan Grisham working with the Democratic Legisla-
ture after eight years of Republican Gov. Susana Martinez's
administration. That led to creating what has been dubbed the
"rocket docket," a revival of bills from past sessions passed
with bipartisan support only to be vetoed by Martinez.

Among those is Lente's House Bill 250 requiring public and
charter schools with significant Indian populations to identify
ways to close educational achievement gaps. An identical bill
last session passed the House 44-21 and Senate 34-5 with Mar-
tinez calling it an unfunded mandate in her veto message.

The bill, as proposed, directs the schools to apply for state,
federal, and private grants aimed at Native American and at-
risk and disadvantaged students.

Among Lente's other bills, he's expecting controversy over
renaming Columbus Day as Indigenous Peoples Day, although
it wouldn't affect observance of the national holiday here. A
memorial he's sponsoring would request the State Transporta-
tion Commission rename the U.S. Highway 550 bridge over the
Rio Grande in Bernalillo to the proper name of one of the
town's early Italian residents.

In 1955 the predecessor of the commission, at the request of
the Legislature, named the bridge for George Rinaldi Sr.
although a formal dedication with a plaque didn't occur until
1986. The plaque has since disappeared.

The Rinaldi family has told Lente that the first Rinaldi in
New Mexico was only called George because people had diffi-
culty with his given name. So, if all works out, the bridge
recently widened to six lanes will be known as the Giovanni
Giorgio Rinaldi Bridge.

Lente said his capitol office in Room 313 is open to visitors,
and he can be reached at Derrick.Lente@nmlegis.gov.

Read the Signpost online at www.sandovalsignpost.com

—continued on page 5
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One horse-related bill that may make its way
to Lente's committee was introduced in the
Senate by Sen. Pat Woods, R-Farmington. 

Senate Bill 158 is similar to Woods' bill of two
years ago and would affect how the state han-
dles wild, stray, and abused horses by amending both the animal-cruelty law
and the Livestock Code. It would, in part, return to Livestock Board jurisdic-
tion stray horses that "exhibit evidence of private ownership," although that
evidence is not defined.

In 2017, the state Court of Appeals ruled in a Placitas lawsuit that undomesti-
cated, unclaimed horses were not livestock thereby removing legal protections.

The bill also amends the definition of "public land" to include state land con-
trolled by agencies other than the State Land Office and land governed by
political subdivisions, meaning counties, municipalities, and apparently land
grants and acequia associations.

It also removes from the definition of "wild horse" that it be found only on
public land. For wild horses captured on private land, the Livestock Board can
relocated them to public land or public or private reserves, permit adoption for
a fee, or, as a last resort, euthanize the animal for health reasons or because it
can't be relocated or adopted.

The 2017 version of Woods' bill as amended passed the Senate 32-2 shortly
before the end of the sixty-day session but died when time ran out in the
House

All proposed legislation can be found by sponsor, number, and keyword and
tracked on the Legislature website NMLegis.gov.

Rep. Gregg Schmedes, R-Tijeras, whose District 22 includes Placitas and
Algodones, had introduced two bill by Signpost deadline. One, co-sponsored
with three other representatives including Rep. Jane Powdrell-Culbert, R-Cor-
rales, who represents part of Bernalillo, would allow nursing schools in the
state to credit for military medical education and experience.

The other, intended to protect the privacy of early voters, would prohibit
county clerks from giving political parties lists of voters requesting absentee
ballots during the 28 days before an election. The absentee register currently is
considered public record.

Among the bills Sen. John Sapien, D-Corrales is introducing, is Senate Bill 106
that would end a tax exemption for rental lodging of fewer than thirty days.
Currently, vendors offering three or fewer rooms or premises are exempt from
the local-option lodgers' tax applied to hotels and motels.

A January 2017 study by the New Mexico Hospitality Association cited in an
analysis of the bill found there were 4,076 short-term rental properties with
more than 9,000 rooms and the potential to generate $4.3 million in revenue
from the lodgers' tax.

As commerce booms in Bernalillo along U.S. Highway 550, a clash with estab-
lished neighborhoods seemed only a matter of time.

And that time has come. A rezoning proposal for land on the west bank of
the Rio Grande drew such a large crowd to Bernalillo Town Hall in December
that the Planning and Zoning (P&Z) Commission postponed action and relo-
cated to the community Recreation Center for its January meeting.

After hearing from two members of the development team and thirty mostly
Bernalillo residents, the P&Z commissioners voted 5-0 to recommend rezoning
about 24 rural-residential acres to commercial uses and single- and multi-fam-
ily residences. If approved, the development would extend to the south the
@Rio project, already approved on both sides of U.S. 550 at the Rio Grande.

The Bernalillo Town Council it tentatively scheduled to take up the zoning
change at its February 25 meeting. If so, the meeting likely would be moved to
the town Recreation Center at Rotary Park as well.

Evidence of burgeoning growth already lines the commercial corridor on
both sides of U.S. 550 from the river to Rio Rancho:

• Santa Ana Pueblo recently enlarged its casino hotel north of U.S. 550 and is
well into commercial development on a forty-acre tract on the south.

• The riverside former Jackalope property has evolved into the home of
Bosque Brewing Company as anchor tenant in the mixed-use @Rio project.
That development, still in its early stages, wraps commercial and residential
buildings around both sides of U.S. 550 connected by a river walk under the
Rio Grande bridge.

• U.S. 550 itself, once the lonely and dangerous two-lane State Road 44, 
is now mostly four busy lanes, jammed twice daily on weekdays with 

from page 1
-–––Legislature

UP  
FRONT

Bernalillo land draws developers 
and opposition from neighbors 
~SIGNPOST STAFF

—continued on page 7 
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The newly launched horse fertility-
control program in Placitas is going
beyond reducing population growth
to include a head count of the free-
roaming animals and ideas for long-
term herd management.

Meanwhile, the Sandoval County
Sheriff's Office has announced
stepped-up traffic enforcement in and
near Placitas village in hopes of
reducing vehicle-horse collisions.
SCSO also is asking for the public's
help in collecting data on horse sight-
ings on roadways.

And about seventy horses that once
roamed Placitas are in need of a new
home as their current sanctuary will
no longer be available.

During its January 9 meeting, the
Free-Roaming Horse Advisory Coun-
cil heard Karen Herman, Ph.D., of
Mount Taylor Mustangs, describe the
company's goals for Placitas. Beyond
darting mares with the contraceptive
PZP, the outfit will conduct the first
formal count to establish the size of
the horse population.

Both actions are among the 21 sug-
gestions that emerged from the 2014
county-funded task force formed after
the horse population exploded over
previous years. Sandoval County also
created the nine-member citizen-gov-
ernment advisory council late last
year and, on January 1, awarded
Mount Taylor Mustangs a two-year
professional-services contract paying
up to $46,000 for the two years.

"We are all about healthy horses
and healthy range over the long
term," Herman said.

The Placitas-based company also
plans to draft ideas the council can
use as it discusses long-term manage-

ment of the herds.
"Right now it's more of a challenge

to find out who's out there," Herman
said. "We're adept at finding signs
and water holes."

The survey, which will identify
herds, family bands, and individual
horses, is likely to employ ATVs, rid-
ers on horseback, and possibly cam-
era-equipped drones, she added.

While the company won't go on pri-
vate land without permission, there
are safety concerns with the PZP pro-
gram. For one, Herman and Justin
Marquez, also with Mount Taylor
Mustangs, could startle some resi-
dents since the air-powered dart gun
resembles a semi-automatic rifle.

"We'll get calls about a man with a
gun," said SCSO traffic Sargent Bryan
Peters. Without dedicated overtime
for a deputy to accompany Marquez,
those calls will draw deputies away
from other calls, he added.

The dart gun, which uses com-
pressed carbon dioxide to propel the
darts, is effective to about 75 yards,
Marquez said.

The late Dan Elkins founded Mount
Taylor Mustangs in northwest New
Mexico in 2003 and developed no-
chase horse roundups on public
lands. A few years later, Herman,
already working with PZP, joined the
outfit known for humane, science-
based management of wild horses.

PZP is considered safe even for
pregnant mares with only mild side
effects, Herman said. It requires an
initial shot and booster, then annual
applications, and its effects are not
permanent.

Also during the January 9 meeting,
the council's subcommittee on public

Horse Council SCSO

move on protections

for Placitas horses
~BILL DIVEN

—continued on page 8
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Justin Marquez and Karen Herman of Mount Taylor Mustangs display the air-powered
dart gun being used to administer the contraceptive PZP to mares among the free-
roaming horses in Placitas. The company was hired by Sandoval County under a 
two-year contract to provide fertility control and other services.
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from page 5-–––

Development

BU S I N E S S

commuters. Completing the transfor-
mation into a six-lane thoroughfare,
barreling through Bernalillo, cur-
rently is stalled as the state works on
acquiring right-of-way for the
widening.

Commercial interests are betting
on those commuters, cross-country
travelers, tourists, and local residents
needing places to gas up, chow
down, quench thirsts, and shop or
gamble. Some may even be looking
for a place to live, which leads to the
current zoning dispute.

So @Rio set its sights on 24.4 acres
immediately south of the existing
project and located between the Rio
Grande and Sheriff's Posse Road. At
the south end, the acreage bumps
against the upscale Bosque Encan-
tado subdivision, many of whose
residents and neighbors object to
increasing the housing density and
putting more traffic on Sheriff's
Posse Road.

The developer, Rusco Properties
LLC, applied in November to
change the zoning from R-R (rural-
residential) to allow commercial and
higher-density residential develop-
ment. If approved, 13.3 acres abut-
ting Bosque Encantado would
become R-2 allowing single- and
multi-family residences while the
11.1 acres adjacent to existing com-
mercial zoning on U.S. 550 would
become C-1 commercial

The Coronado Arroyo, draining to
the Rio Grande, divides the two
tracts.

The town planning staff found the
proposal to be consistent with the
Comprehensive Land Use Plan
regarding housing, economic devel-
opment, and other issues. However,
Ralston Barnard, a 16-year resident
of Bosque Encantado, contended
that that analysis overlooks the part
about protecting the character of res-
idential neighborhoods, especially as
it would apply to traffic Sheriff's
Posse Road.

"There is no R-2 along there," he
said during the January 9 P&Z Com-
mission meeting. "It is totally incon-
sistent with the Comprehensive
Land Use Plan."

Supporters of the zone change
cited the economic benefit to the
community as a whole and the need
for more affordable housing in
Bernalillo.

"I've seen it go from a dusty old
town to what it is now," said Zenon
Cruz. "Think of the other nine-thou-
sand people and it being good for
Bernalillo, not just the fifty or sixty
families along Sheriff's Posse Road."

After Rusco Properties filed the

zoning application, it met with residents of Bosque
Encantado and made one concession to their concerns.
The developer agreed to place single-family homes along
the south side of the new development with multi-family
residences on the north.

Residents of nearby subdivisions said the developers

did not consult them.
If approved, the zone change is only the first step to

engineering and designing the project. The developer
would still need to conduct traffic and other studies, pro-
vide water resources, and return to the P&Z Commission
and Town Council for approval of the final project.
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safety and public awareness reported on short-term
projects under consideration. Those range from a
pamphlet deputies can hand out to people stopped
for traffic violations to contracting a veterinarian
who can decide what to do for sick and injured
horses.

SCSO already is acting on requests for more traf-
fic enforcement and a way to report horses creating
traffic hazards. Speed enforcement focuses on State
Road 165, Camino del Tecolote, Camino de la Rosa
Castilla, and Camino de las Huertas, according to a
county news release.

A traffic officer recently was seen after dark
parked across from the Placitas Community and
Senior Center on Camino de las Huertas, the scene
of nighttime hit-and-run collisions last year that
resulted in the deaths of a mare and a foal.

Reports of horses frequenting roadways, citing
number of horses, place, date, and time of the 
sightings can be emailed to: 
SCSOCrimeWatch@SandovalCountyNM.gov.

The subcommittee also suggested $30,000 may be
needed in the county budget year beginning July 1
for printing and other expenses to include overtime
for SCSO officers accompanying the PZP darting
crew.

The long-term planning subcommittee report is
looking into things like clearly mapping public
lands in the area, determining how many horses
the land can support, exploring ecotourism, and
studying possible changes in state law that would
benefit the horses.

"Ecotourism would give the horses we love an
economic value," said Jessica Johnson, a citizen
member of the council and chair of the planning
subcommittee.

Sandy Johnson of Placitas WILD alerted the coun-
cil to the nonprofit needing to find new homes for
about seventy horses relocated from Placitas to a
sanctuary on San Felipe Pueblo. The tribal govern-
ment set a mid-February deadline for removing the
horses.

"We will close the area set aside for a horse sanc-
tuary to give the terrain time to recover, and for the
Pueblo to assess the undertaking and develop next
steps," San Felipe Gov. Anthony Ortiz said in a
December 19 letter to Placitas WILD. Tribal leaders
did not respond to a Signpost request for additional
comment.

San Felipe launched a PZP program for its own
horse herds 2014.

"I don't want to diminish the work they've done
caring for seventy horses," Johnson said in thanking
the pueblo for its collaboration over the last four-
and-one-half years.

Placitas WILD (PlacitasWildHorse.org) has asked
for more time to remove the horses while looking
for temporary and permanent homes. It also is
soliciting donations to help feed and care for the
horses.

Most of the horses were rounded up privately in
Placitas when the New Mexico Livestock Board
(NMLB) still considered all roaming horses to be
stray livestock. That was before 2017 when a court
ruled that horses left unclaimed, and without obvi-
ous signs of ownership, were not livestock.

A few of the horses taken to San Felipe had been
auctioned as strays by the NMLB and then bought
by horse advocates from suspected "kill buyers"
believed ready to ship them to Mexico for slaugh-
ter.

San Felipe's suggestion that the horses be moved
to the Bureau of Land Management's 3,400 acres in
northwest Placitas known as the Buffalo Tract is
problematic in part because of the partial shutdown
of the federal government that began on December
22.

The Horse Council membership is now complete
with the addition of Ania Klas of Corrales as the
fourth citizen member. She was appointed by
county Commissioner Jay Block of Rio Rancho,
whose district includes Corrales, and approved by
the full commission on January 17.

Klas told the Signpost that she considers herself
an animal advocate with experience in horseback
riding and volunteering at kennels including the
Watermelon Mountain Ranch no-kill animal shelter.
As a senior on a dual-enrollment track at Corrales
International School, she will graduate this spring
already having completed her freshman year at the
University of New Mexico.

She said she still studying the background of the
horse issues in Placitas but is ready to embrace the
issues.

More information on the council including agen-
das, documents, and meeting minutes, plus a form
to receive email notices on council activities, can be
found on the county website at:
SandovalCountyNM.gov/free-roaming-horse-advi-
sory-council. Public comments can be emailed to:
RoamingHorses@SandovalCountyNM.gov.

from page 6-–––Horses
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Placitas library expansion 

takes big step forward
~SIGNPOST STAFF

The Placitas Community Library cannot yet fund its building expansion, but it
has raised enough to find out what the new space will look like.

At Signpost deadline, Sandoval County was ready to sign a contract with the
architectural firm of Huitt-Zollars Inc. The company, which has designed
libraries in the past, ranked highest among for bidders and won County Com-
mission approval on January 17.

"Our meeting room houses over eight hundred events a year," said Ruth
Bouldes, chair of the library board. "We don't track who we've turned away… It
is in great demand, so our community has told us we need more room."

A community effort launched the library in 1,200 square feet of leased space
in 2004. Through fundraising, private grants, and state and federal funding, a
new three-thousand-square-foot library designed by SMPC Architects of Albu-
querque opened in 2009 at 435 Highway 165 next door to Sandoval County Fire
Station No. 41.

The expansion, as currently conceived, would add another 2,300 square feet
and cover the back patio and part of the breezeway.

While fundraising is covering the architectural services, the overall cost for
designing, building, and furnishing the expansion is estimated at $700,000. A
more detailed estimate can be prepared once the architect's work is done.

Meanwhile, a library committee is preparing a new fundraising campaign to
be announced in the coming months.

"Grants for capital projects are hard to find," Bouldes said. "We rely on the
community to do what they always do and come together to get this thing
done… We're always looking for new and innovative ways to function not only
as a library but as a community hub."

One of those initiatives is free tax-filing help for low- and moderate-income
families provided by Volunteer Income Tax Assistance, a national Internal Rev-
enue Service program. The program is open to legal residents with household
incomes under $54,000 with some restrictions like not handling complex busi-
ness returns or married couples filing separately.

The service is available by appointment on Saturdays through mid-April by
contacting the library at 867-3355 or librarian@PlacitasLibrary.com.

The library collection now includes about 20,000 items for adults, young
adults, and children as well as five public computers, Internet, and Wi-Fi access.
Local artists are on display, and the library hosts a range of speakers and educa-
tional programs.

Information about the library, its history, programs, and events can be found
online at PlacitasLibrary.com.

New Bernalillo park also 

provides flood relief 
~SIGNPOST STAFF

A small neighborhood park now under construction in Bernalillo has big ambi-
tions when it comes to flood control.

Officially the 2.5-acre property will be known as Bosque Park. However, it
carries the subtitle of Park and Pond Collection System as it relieves flooding
around Calle Madera and Camino del Bosque in far southeast Bernalillo east of
the Rio Grande.

At some point, as funding becomes available, the Eastern Sandoval County
Arroyo Flood Control Authority (ESCAFCA) envisions a larger role for the
park/pond.

"The pond is a key part of future plans to bring flows down from the
Bernalillo Acequia," ESCAFCA Executive Engineer Larry Blair told the Signpost.
"We're following the historic flow path before it was interrupted by man's activi-
ties with roads, railroads, and the like.

"This pond is the bottom end of that system."
For now, the pond part of the project includes two storm drains in adjacent

streets and an outlet into the Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District's
Bernalillo Interior Drain, which flows to the Rio Grande. With the water table
only a foot below the park, water retained in the pond simply soaks in.

The pond area covers roughly two-thirds of the site. An existing 24-inch pipe
into the conservancy drain, which has been plugged for years, is being replaced
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• Wills and Trusts
• Special Needs Trusts
• Probate and Trust Administration
• Asset Protection
• Powers of Attorney
• Health Care Documents
• Elder Law
• Guardianship and Conservatorship

Mrs. Pickel has a Master of Laws (LL.M.) in Estate Planning and Elder Law,
is the former chair of the Elder Law Section of the New Mexico Bar,

is the division chair of the Estate and Trust division of Real Property, 
Estate and Trust Section of the New Mexico Bar, is a member of the 

National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys, and was a prior board member 
of the Greater Albuquerque Habitat for Humanity.

She served as an Assistant Judge Advocate General (JAG) 
with the U. S. Air Force before settling in Placitas.

JOHANNA A. PICKEL, LLC
offering in-home visits and free initial 

consultations. Business office locations 
in both Placitas and Albuquerque

Estate Planning & Elder Law Firm

(505) 798-2515
01 Ridge Court, Placitas, New Mexico 87043

4801 Lang Avenue, NE • Suite 110 • Albuquerque, New Mexico 87109
johanna@johannapickel.com • www.johannapickel.com

by a 48-inch pipe that will handle overflow from the pond.
The park will feature grassed pond and play areas, a walking path, and a

site for a future playground. Construction on the $500,000 project is
expected to wrap up in April.

For now, ESCAFCA, the town, and the conservancy district are studying
the bigger project of directing storm runoff flowing from the east to the
Bernalillo Acequia. That would involve widening and strengthening the
irrigation channel south as far as Avenida Bernalillo and building a connec-
tion from there to Bosque Park and the conservancy drain.

ESCAFCA already has dammed or rerouted problematic runoff routes,
joined in a curb, gutter and storm-drain project on South Hill Road, and
helped build the ten-acre Athena Park, which includes a ponding area.
Those have aided flood-prone neighborhoods east of downtown and the
natural dam created by the north-south railroad tracks.



The U.S. southern border, more specifically, the
U.S.-Mexican border, is much in the news today.
Questions concerning immigration have become
subjects of the political landscape of our Nation.
Underlying these ongoing concerns is a long history
of day-to-day, even year-to-year, struggles of people
who built their lives and their communities. These
stories exemplify the human condition.

In August 2013, Placitas resident Daniel D.
Arreola presented to patrons of the Placitas Library
his vast archive of old picture postcards of many of
the towns along the Mexican side of the border.
These 1900s to 1950s snapshots capture the streets,
plazas, historic architecture, and tourist attractions
of the towns. 

Using this visual archive, Arreola, a professor of
geographical sciences and urban planning at Ari-
zona State University and the University of New
Mexico, offered a new way of understanding how

the Mexican Border
towns grew and trans-
formed themselves and,
in turn, were transformed
to attract American
tourists.

During the early to 
mid-twentieth century,
three women—Alice
Gatliff, Delfina Rochin de Vergobbi, and Matilde
Olague Alvillar—were instrumental in shaping
business on the Border. In communities such as
Agua Prieta and Nogales, Sonora, Palomas, and
Chihuahua, these women were pioneering entrepre-
neurs at a time when few businesswomen could be
found along the Mexican border. Each launched,
operated, and stocked with exotic merchandise the
first curio shops in their towns. Through the pro-
duction and distribution of picture postcards, these

women advertised their retail enterprises and 
promoted tourism and the popular landmarks in
the towns.

In his presentation “Mujeres Olividadas 
Frontierizas: Forgotten Women Entrepreneurs in
Mexican Border Towns,” Arreola recounts the con-
tributions of these forgotten border women and the
historical geography of the towns they promoted.

This free presentation will take place at the 
Placitas Community Library on February 16, at 
2:00 p.m. With any questions, call 867-3355.
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Presbyterian church to celebrate 125 years
~SHERRILL CLOUD

The Presbyterian Church at Placitas was organized on February 24-25, 1894, with a service led by
Rev. José Ynéz Perea (1837-1910), son of the very prominent Catholic Perea family of Bernallilo.
Rev. Perea was the nation’s first ordained Hispanic Presbyterian minister, and he was invited by
Placitas resident José L. A. Gurulé (1851-1943) to meet with other Placitas villagers in the late
1800s to teach them about Presbyterianism. Those meetings led several village families to choose
to convert to this new faith in an era when Catholicism was the dominant, and sometimes exclu-
sive, religion in New Mexico. 

Las Placitas Presbyterian Church (LPPC) has survived and continued to grow over the past cen-
tury and a quarter. 

Suzanne Sims Forrest wrote the award-winning book Century of Faith, first published in 1995, to
document the first one hundred years of Las Placitas Presbyterian Church, as well as two hundred
years of the broader history of Las Huertas and the Las Placitas area. However, time has contin-
ued to march on and another 25 years have passed.

On February 24, LPPC will celebrate its 125th anniversary. A special church service will be held
starting at 10:30 a.m. Following the service, there will be an Open House in the Fellowship Hall
until mid-afternoon with refreshments and musical entertainment. Visual displays will cover
highlights of the church’s history.

“Women entrepreneurs
on the Mexican border” 

~DANIEL D. ARREOLA

www.thevisionstorenewmexico.com

Dr. Deidra Casaus, Optometric Physician
160 S. Camino Del Pueblo, Bernalillo

Call for an appointment today!  505-771-3937

FOR YOUR 
VALENTINE!

40% off Sun Ware
Not to be combined with insurance. 

Expires 2/28/19

Original church building and early congregation of 
the Presbyterian Church at Las Placitas, ca. 1910.

Pete's Place, Palomas, 1940s. Standing in front of the store 
are Tillie Alvillar and her daughter Rosita

“Ernie Pyle———Bringing the

World to America’s

Doorstep”
~CHARRON MCFADDON

Through his daily syndicated newspaper columns, Ernie
Pyle documented characters and events that he encoun-
tered as a roving reporter. Later, as a war correspondent
during World War II, Ernie’s columns became a series of
GI “letters home” that were greatly appreciated by the
soldiers fighting and dying on the world’s battlefronts.
Ernie often was able to describe events and conditions
that would be censored in the GI’s own letters. Ernie
was killed by a sniper, on le Shima Island, near Oki-
nawa, on April 18, 1945. This presentation will docu-
ment his life. 

The lecture will take place on February 17, at 2:00
p.m., at the Sandoval County Historical Society
Museum (DeLavy House) on Edmond Road and High-
way 550, in Bernalillo. Admission is $5; Friends of CHS
are free. For more information visit: kuaua.com or call
Barb at 815-978-5327.
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Bernalillo Public Schools, in collabora-
tion with the Pueblos of Cochiti, Santa
Ana, Santo Domingo, San Felipe, Zia,
Jemez, and Sandia, College Horizons,
Inc., and the Leadership Institute at the
Santa Fe Indian School, received a $3.2
multimillion-dollar four-year federal
grant from the U.S. Department of Edu-
cation’s Native Youth Community Proj-
ect to implement a culturally-responsive
college and career readiness curriculum
for 7-12th grade Native American stu-
dents in the Bernalillo Public Schools.

The new initiative, known as the Stu-
dent Success Program (SSP), will be
rooted and aligned with Pueblo core val-
ues and cultural needs so that Pueblo
students will not have to choose between
culture or college. 

“In our work at College Horizons, cul-
turally relevant and responsive college
advisement is foundational. We want

$3.2M Federal
grant funds 
college, career-
readiness curricu-
lum for Native
American students
~KEITH COWAN, SUPERINTENDENT, 

BERNALILLO PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Native students to attend high school and college as
their full selves—bringing their culture, language, ances-
tors and indigenous ways of knowing with them
because these are gifts, blessings and educational
assets,” states Carmen Lopez, Executive Director of Col-
lege Horizons. Lopez continues, “We are excited to work
with BPS and the Pueblo Communities to help them
develop a college and career readiness program where
culture and community are at the core of college and
career readiness.”

One of the main goals of the project is to increase par-
ent/family and Pueblo community engagement in col-
lege and career readiness curricular goals through
institutes that gather the needs, recommendations, and

priorities of the community.
Students will receive individual support in regards to

internships and advisement for college opportunities.
This is an exceptional opportunity for BPS and the Tribal
communities along with College Horizons and the Lead-
ership Institute to come together to support the success
of our students. 

With the additional support of the Student Success
Program team we hope to have an even greater impact
on the collective futures of our tribal students. The pro-
gram will serve over 600 Native American students in
BPS middle and high school, as well as over 500 par-
ents/families.
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Since ancient times, Saturn has been observed as one of the five “wandering
stars” moving against the stationary background of the heavens. The name
“planet” means wandering star. No one knows who first discovered Saturn, or
the other wandering stars for that matter. Of the five planets known to the Baby-
lonian and Hindu astrologers, who charted Saturn’s movements along with those
of Mercury, Venus, Mars, and Jupiter, Saturn is the farthest from the sun and the
second largest planet in our solar system. Thanks to Galileo Galilee’s telescope
and Nicolas Copernicus, who mathematically described the orbits of planets, it
was found that Saturn and the other planets all orbit the sun, not the Earth.

Others who studied and made significant discoveries about Saturn include
Christian Huygens, who, in 1655, discovered Titan, the largest of Saturn’s moons.
Giovanni Domenico discovered four more large moons—Dione, Iapetus, Rhea,
and Tethys—between 1671 and 1684. In 1789, William Herschel discovered two
more large moons, Enceladus and Mimas. William Henry Pickering, an American
astronomer, was the discoverer of the moon Phoebe in 1899; he is also credited
with finding Themis. Meanwhile, W.C Bond and G.P. Bond added Hyperion in
1848 to the growing list of moons. Janus, the tenth moon on the list, was credited
to Audouin Doulfus in 1966.

Thanks to the Voyager probes (1980-1981) and the Cassini spacecraft (2004-
2017), even more small moons have been found. The Cassini craft discovered
several moonlets orbiting inside the rings of Saturn, acting as guides to the ice
and dust, keeping them intact.

In all, Saturn likely has at least 150 moons, second only to Jupiter. Astronomers
have confirmed the orbits of 62 of them, but only 53 have official names. Another
unique quality of the Saturn system is that Titian is the only known moon in our
solar system with a thick atmosphere, land masses, lakes, rivers, and weather,
surprisingly similar to our own on Earth, complete with rain. The rain and
clouds on Titan, however, are formed from methane and ethane, both com-
bustible gasses here on Earth. That means the lakes and rivers are also flamma-
ble. Fortunately, there is no known source of oxygen to allow any of that to
explode.

The Cassini spacecraft carried a small lander named after Christian Huygens,
which touched down on Titian’s surface and briefly relayed images and other

N ight SkyFebruary Night Sky———
~ C H A R L I E C H R I S T M A N N

analyses back to Earth.
But, the most noticeable feature of Saturn, since the invention of the

telescope, are its rings. Made mostly of water ice, dust, and small
chunks of rock, the rings have confused and amazed astronomers who
study them. Only since the arrival of our space probes has the intricate
structure of the rings been known. We knew of the two large gaps, but
Cassini images showed the rings looked more like an old long play
record with many small gaps. It also showed spokes and waves in the
rings caused by magnetic, electrostatic, and gravitational forces acting
around the planet and this many moons.

Now, a look at the Cassini data shows that Saturn most likely has not
always had its rings. On its final 22 orbits, before crashing into Saturn,
Cassini flew between the planet and its rings. While Saturn formed
with the rest of our solar system some 4.5 billion years ago, the rings
are likely very young, forming at most only 100 million years ago.
They are at least ten million years old. That means that the rings
formed around Saturn while dinosaurs roamed on Earth. Those rings
likely formed when either a moon or a large comet was shredded by
the planet’s gravity as the moon/comet got too close to the planet.
Whatever it was that made the rings, a lot of it is still orbiting the
planet—16.5 million billion tons of it according to Cassini’s mass meas-
urements.

Saturn’s rings have endured through the eons until today, where we
can enjoy their magnificence. Cassini, the Hubble telescope, and other
space probes have shown us the intricate wonders that are the rings of
Saturn. And, yet, Cassini has also shown that these rings will not last.
Little-by-little, the rings are raining down on the cloud tops of Saturn,
slowly dissipating. The actual amount of rain is not well-known, but
somewhere between 10 and 100,000 pounds of ring stuff is lost each
second.

So don’t get discouraged, at that rate, the rings will be around for a
few more millennia. If you have a good set of binoculars or a backyard
telescope, the rings are easy to spot. You need a big, professional tele-
scope to really see much detail, but the view is still worth the effort.

3411 Girard NE
NM Lic. #80039

WWW.SODECOWATER.COM

FEBRUARY 2019 NIGHT SKY CALENDAR

Key: r = rise, s = set, a = am, p = pm, Qtr = quarter,  Mag = magnitude (negative values are brighter than positive 
values), deg = degrees, N = north, E = east, S = south,W = west, Ill = Illumination. *next day, **previous day. Three 

middle fingers together at arm’s length span 5 degrees; the width of your little finger at arm’s length is about 1 degree.

SMART  • AFFORDABLE  • EXPERIENCED

In NEED?  Call WEED.  (505) 771-3544
General Practice Offering Civil and Criminal Legal Representation

FREE Consultation                       weedlawfirmllc.com

REDUCE NIGHTTIME GLARE. PLEASE TURN OFF 

OR SHIELD YOUR OUTSIDE LIGHTS DOWNWARD.

ENJOY THE STARRY NIGHT SKY.
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VERITAS ATHENA, LLC
Protecting your future

Protect yourself and your family from the 
consequences of not preparing for the future.

Do you have a power of attorney
in place? What does a power of 

attorney provide? When does a power 
of attorney terminate?

Do you have a health care directive? 
Why is it important?

Do you have a will? Is a will necessary? 
What are the alternatives to probate?

Is there a family member who is incapacitated and needs help with 
daily care and their finances? How can that family member be helped?

Have you done any estate planning of your assets? 
How do you ensure financial protection of your assets?

Is your family disagreeing about how to care for an older relative?

Veritas Athena, LLC, is in the business of assisting you 
to plan for life management and decisions.

We do in-home free consultations and visits to discuss all aspects of 
life management. We assist you in considering all the alternatives 

available and prepare the 
documents needed to protect 
your future and your family’s.

The Veritas Athena, LLC team 
has combined experience of 

over 50 years in finance, legal, 
administration and court work. 

Contact us today for a free consultation.

www.veritas-athena.com

GREG IRELAND

505-385-1502

CRYSTAL ANSON

505-337-9151

2019 Rio Rancho 

Dining Guide is 

now available

“Visit Rio Rancho” and city
restaurants are proud to announce
the release of the Rio Rancho 
Dining Guide for the 2019 calen-
dar year. This marks the eighth
edition of the publication. Also
released is the Rio Rancho Mini-
Guide, which offers great dis-
counts for some local restaurants.
The publication was designed to
help visitors and residents answer
the question, “Where should we
eat?”

With the number of events that
take place in Rio Rancho, the
guide serves as a tool for visitors
when they visit venues such as
the Santa Ana Star Center, Rio
Rancho High School, Cleveland
High School, the Rio Rancho
Aquatic Center, and numerous
quality of life facilities. There is
also a dedicated section to Rio
Rancho Public Schools (RRPS).

The Rio Rancho Dining can be
found online at
VisitRioRancho.org/dining and in
hotels, restaurants, and all City of
Rio Rancho facilities.

Call Sandi Today for a Free Market Analysis of Your Home

Sandi is a Proud Placitas Resident for 27 Years 

Sandi Pressley
8th in the Nation for Coldwell Banker 
#1 Top Producing Realtor in
New Mexico for 32 Consecutive Years
Proudly Serving Her Clients For 39 Years
Cell Phone  505.980.2999
sandi@sandipressley.com
sandisells.net

Just Sold  

6 Rayos de Luz
3 Bedrooms   2.5 Bathrooms  2380 Square Feet   2.5 Acres

MLS# 933730    Listing Price $375,000

Coldwell Banker Legacy
293-3700

New fitness 

studio opens at 

Homestead Village
A new business—Alive Fitness—is now open in the Homestead Village 
Shopping Center complex in Placitas. A ribbon-cutting ceremony was held in
January. In attendance and pictured above, from left to right, are Orville and
Judy McCallister, owners of Homestead Village Shopping Center; Mr. and
Mrs. James Bell, proprietors of Alive Fitness; and Doug Doll and Jennise
Phillips with the Placitas Chamber of Commerce. For more information about
the studio, call 226-2597 or walk in. Alive Fitness is located at 3 Homesteads
Road, Suites C and G.

AROUND
TOWN
~ C O N T I N U E D



PAGE 14 • FEBRUARY 2019 • SANDOVAL SIGNPOST • SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1988



Sandoval Signpost • Serving the community since 1988 • FEBRUARY 2019 • Page 15

AROUND
TOWN
~ C O N T I N U E D

 

  
  

 

 

  
 

 
 

 

    

 
 
 newme

.markwww

11 

elocate2NM.com.rwww
Mobile: 505-400-6488

ear Placitas ResidentYe
esentative ABR®re

editedre

oskMindy Prok
Dedicated and Accr
Buyers’ Repr
21 Y

 

  
  

 

 

  
 

 
 

 

    

 
 
 exmark@gmail.com

homes.comkparker
505-554-5966

ear Placitas ResidentYe
okerro

er

ouYo

keMark Park
Associate Br

1 Y

orks for Y

 

  
  

 

 

  
 

 
 

 

    

 
 
 

oWoTeeamwork frTeT om the T

44 T
New on Market!

Teejon Canon
3 Bedrooms + Office, 2 Bath, 2 Car
Garage, Unobstructed Spectacular
Mountain & Mesa Views!
$375,000

Under Construction –
Will be in Spring
Parade of Homes
7 Pueblo Bonito
Contemporary Style, 2655 sq. ft.
3 Bedrooms + Office, 2 ½ Baths
Huge 3 Car Garage, $540,000
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2 Senda Aliento
Gorgeous Custom Home on 3 Acres
Adjacent to National Forest
House + Guest House with
Separate Entrance, 3 Car Garage, $675,000

ALLT.LAPUERCIT PLA ONE RIDGE COURVICES, LLTE SERATA REAL ESTLA PUERRTTA STTAAT RV LCC • RTT • ACTAAS, NM 87043 • 505-867-3388 • WWW RTTA LCC.COM

 CONNECT WITH US. TEXT OR CALL WE DO IT ALL!

SALE PENDINGSALE PENDING

A short 
history 
of New Mexico 
railroads 
~DAVID KINNEY

Fred Friedman is a historian, intimately familiar with New Mexico's territo-
rial and state railroading past. As a former railroad accident investigator,
board member of the Historical Society of New Mexico, and one-time head
of the state's Railroad Bureau, he is well-versed on the subject. Fred has
written and lectured widely on the history of railroading and its numerous
related elements for many years, at innumerable locations throughout the
state. His lectures have covered such topics as depots, track workers, high-
way/railroad accident prevention, land use, Native People and the railroad,
and other related elements of New Mexico's 140 years of railroading history. 

Friedman says that 'railroads were the 'Space Program' of New Mexico
because they changed everything upon arrival. Prior to the Iron Steed's
emergence atop Raton Pass in 1878, no one here had travelled any faster
than had the conquistadors. That, was a mere 140 years ago.

Railroads impacted architecture, law making, economics, environmental,
mining and politics. Occupations, people had previously never even heard
of, were created by the railroad.... jobs like trackman, spike-puller, porter,
and oiler. Communities near the lines profited while those removed from it
did not. Nearly every county in New Mexico, at one time or another, had a
railroad running through it.

Fred Friedman will give a brief lecture on the history of the railroads in
New Mexico at the Placitas Community Library on February 2, at 2:00 p.m.

This program presented in partnership with the Historical Society of New
Mexico.



re: Correction to “Groff sent to jail for DWI crash” 
in January, 2019, Signpost
Two errors occurred in the January Signpost article on the sentencing of Julie
Groff in a DWI-related crash in Placitas. The correct name of a client and
friend of the late Paul Livingston who spoke during Groff's sentencing hear-
ing is Robert Gutierrez. And the Medicare lien cited in the story was filed
against Livingston's car insurance, not life insurance. Livingston, who was
injured in the crash and later died, did not have life insurance, his family
said.
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As Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham and the legislature consider a package
of bills to transform New Mexico’s public schools, Think New Mexico urges
them to include House Bill 77, which will make sure that a greater propor-
tion of New Mexico’s education funding reaches our students and teachers
in the classroom. 

The education reform bills being considered by lawmakers were devel-
oped in response to last year’s landmark Yazzie/Martinez court decision. In
that decision, Judge Singleton directed New Mexico lawmakers to spend
more on education for the state’s most vulnerable students. Judge Singleton
also made clear that this additional money must be spent on evidence-based
“classroom instruction programs such as quality pre-K, K-3 Plus, extended
school year, and quality teachers” that have been proven to make a differ-
ence for at-risk children. 

In order to accomplish this, New Mexico will need to change the way it
spends its education dollars. When Think New Mexico analyzed New Mex-
ico’s education spending, we discovered that in the decade between 2006-
2007 and 2016-2017, more than two-thirds of school districts across New
Mexico (61 of 89) grew their central office administrative spending faster
than their classroom spending. 

For example, in the Albuquerque Public Schools, classroom spending
increased by an average of 0.8% per year over the past decade, while admin-
istrative spending grew by 1.7% per year. That difference adds up with com-
pounding: between 2006-2007 and 2016-2017, classroom spending in APS
increased by 7.4% while administrative spending increased by 17.5%.

Think New Mexico’s research is consistent with the findings of the legisla-

re: Correction to “Alonzo Lucero———Radio star at KUPR”
in January, 2019, Signpost
The Signpost has been informed that Al Lucero of KUPR actually has one
daughter (not a son), plus two sisters and three brothers.

For education reform to work, more 

money must reach the classroom 
~FRED NATHAN, THINK NEW MEXICO—

GAUNT LE T
LETTERS • OPINIONS • LOCAL ISSUES

—continued next page

I was walking my dog near the Placitas Merc and was right near the front
doors of the store, in the little alcove. They have a dish of water that they
put out for dogs and my sixty-pound red heeler mix was going to get a
drink. All of a sudden, an extremely vicious German Shepherd with no 
collar came flying out of the back of a beat-up, 90s-model, maroon Ford
Explorer in the parking lot with an old [man] loading up his groceries. This
dog came within 18 inches of my dog and I, and tried to bite us both. It was
gnashing its teeth and growling, completely unprovoked. I screamed bloody
murder repeatedly and the old man (who was wearing a veteran's hat)
pushed the dog into the SUV, never apologizing or checking to see if we
were okay. The dog came flying out of the back again, I screamed that I'd
pepper spray it if it came near me again, and he finally shut it into the SUV,
again, never checking on a young lady's well-being. One other person
checked on me. 

What if that dog had attacked me? There are laws against this. That owner
needs to be held accountable for this. I yelled at him in the parking lot—he
just ignored me. Who does that? Who lets their dog try to harm an innocent
young lady and her LEASHED dog, who are minding their own business
and then he just nonchalantly gets into his vehicle like nothing happened?
What's this world coming to? I'm both heart-broken and terrified of this
[man] and I hope he or someone who knows him reads this and knows how
upset I am. I'm still shaking from this.

Something needs to be done about this. I have reported it to the Sandoval
County Sheriff and there is a Next Door post with many people who are in
agreement. It is a law in Sandoval County that pets must be on leashes
unless on their own property.

—ALI VAISVIL, Placitas

re: Mean unleashed dog confrontation

The Signpost welcomes letters of opinion.  

Letters are subject to editing for length, clarity, libel, and other considerations. 

Send to: Signpost, P. O. Box 889, Placitas, NM, 87043 or email@sandovalsignpost.com

Camino Real Antiques
& Collectibles

HOURS: Daily 10am to 5pm • 867-7448
1101 Camino del Pueblo / P. O. Box 1960, Bernalillo

We're offering you a SWEETHEART of a DEAL.  
ALL jewelry is 25% in February!  

including vintage and Native American items.

We're also celebrating CHINESE NEW YEAR! 
It's the “Year of the PIG.” 

Pigs have a beautiful personality and are blessed
with good fortune in life.  Come check out our assortment of pigs! 

All pig items—25% OFF
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Eastern Sandoval Citizens 

Association (ES-CA) report 
~GEORGE FRANZEN, ES-CA

The East Sandoval Citizens Associa-
tion wishes you the warmest 2019! We
hope that everyone in Sandoval
County entered the New Year with
determination for all that is to come.
At ESCA, we have been busy with
plans and action.

ESCA has been pushing Sandoval
County since September to request
the annual status update meeting that
was committed to by the settlement
reached with Vulcan over the Placitas
mine. 

Sandoval County Commissioner
Kathy Bruch informed us that the
meeting should be held in late Janu-
ary. The ESCA signatories to the set-
tlement are being invited to
participate. Communications with
Vulcan are substantially better than
with Lafarge, and we have had fewer
complaints about current operations.
Dave Wilkins, the new Sundance rep-
resentative to the ESCA Land Protec-
tion Trust (LPT), reported that Vulcan
is creating “renderings” to allow
homeowners in Sundance to visualize
what the results will look like after
reclamation and should be prepared
to share with the community soon. It
was also reported that Vulcan will do
exploratory drilling in the northwest
mining area by Sundance in February
or March—and may start actual min-
ing operations there as early as the
end of 2019. 

ESCA/LPT has also been tracking
the bed and breakfast issue encoun-
tered by the Anasazi Homeowners
Association. That HOA reported that
the Anasazi HOA Appeal concerning

a county zoning permit for the bed
and breakfast was rejected by the
County Commission—seemingly on
the position taken by the County
Attorney that a B&B is not a business
“open to the public,” and therefore is
not prohibited by their CCRs (and the
position that the County does not
take into consideration the HOA
Rules which are authorized by the
CCRs approved by the County). The
HOA is now considering its next
steps.

Our officers for 2019 include:
George Franzen, President and 
At-Large Director
geolisafranzen@aol.com; 
Dick Ulmer, Vice President,
dick.ulmer@comcast.net; John McNer-
ney, Recording Secretary and District
4 Director, john@mcnerney.org;
Richard Reif, Secretary and 
At-Large Director; 505 867-2399
studmufn@nmia.com; Wayne Gaede,
Treasurer and At-Large Director,
motorhead34@gmail.com; 
Scott Gullett, District 2 Director; 
gullettscott@gmail.com; Jacques
Ramey, At-Large Director,
mcram@abbnebraska.com; 
Jim Harrre, IT Committee,
jim@tweech.com; Dick Ulmer, Vice
President, LPT Chair-Land Use Pro-
tection Trust, dick.ulmer@comcast.net

Our next meeting will be on 
February 11, from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m., 
at the Placitas Community Library 
on NM Highway 165. All residents
are welcome to attend. Please note 
the earlier time.

ture’s own finance staff, which
recently presented research showing
that, statewide, spending on school
district general and central administra-
tion grew by 34% over the past
decade—more than twice as fast as

classroom spending, which increased
by 16-17%. 

As Governor Lujan Grisham told the
Albuquerque Journal last July, “The
administrative overhead in our schools
is outrageous.”

—continued next page 
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JANUARY 25, 2019—
Recreational marijuana
would become legal
for people 21 or older
in New Mexico and
the state could tax
marijuana sold in
licensed stores under a
bill introduced Thurs-
day by state Rep.
Javier Martínez, D-
Albuquerque.

House Bill 356
would establish a
licensing system that
supporters say favors
small businesses and
institute a nine-percent tax on marijuana for
buyers who are not patients in the state’s
Medical Cannabis Program.

The revenue would go for research and
education as well as community grants for
workforce training, substance misuse treat-
ment, mental health treatment, and youth
drug-education and prevention programs.

Cities and counties would be allowed to
opt out of allowing retail marijuana sales.

“It’s time to be smart about the war on
drugs,” Martínez told The New Mexican in
an interview last week. He called the
decades-long state and federal anti-mari-
juana policies a failure.

“We have the chance to pass an innovative
legalization bill that stays true to New Mexi-
can values and what we care most about: the
well-being of our children, healthy and safe
communities, and a stronger economic
future,” said Emily Kaltenbach, state director
for the Drug Policy Alliance, a national
organization that has been involved in drug
policy reform efforts in the state for about
twenty years.

HB 356 would automatically seal certain
cannabis-related criminal records and allow
for the possible recall or dismissal of the sen-
tence for a person currently incarcerated for
cannabis offenses that would no longer be
violations under the new law.

“Cannabis prohibition has fueled mass
criminalization and we have an ethical obli-
gation to repair the disproportionate harms
inflicted on Latino, black and Native peo-
ple,” Kaltenbach said. “This legislation is
responsive to the lives of New Mexicans, not
solely business interests.”

The conventional wisdom at the Capitol is
that the bill will pass the House but could
stall in the Senate, where Republicans and
conservative Democrats have sunk such
efforts in the past.

Sen. Gay Kernan, R-Hobbs, said Thursday
she’s inclined to oppose HB 356. “There are
too many concerns about legalizing mari-
juana, too many issues to consider,” she said.
“I support medical marijuana, but when it
comes to legalization, I believe New Mexico
should move slowly.”

But, she added, she had yet to read the

bill.
“I try to keep an open mind,” she said.
The Drug Policy Alliance claims the legis-

lation would raise about $40 million in new
tax revenue and create more than 11,000 jobs
in just the first year.

Martínez, however, said he’s not stressing
that aspect of legalization.

“That’s not one of my main arguments,”
he said. “I know it won’t solve all our prob-
lems in the state.”

Martínez’s 140-page bill is co-sponsored
by Reps. Antonio “Moe” Maestas and Deb-
bie Armstrong—both Albuquerque Democ-
rats—and Reps. Daymon Ely, D-Corrales,
and Angelica Rubio, D-Las Cruces.

House Speaker Brian Egolf, D-Santa Fe,
assigned the bill to two committees, Health
and Human Services, which is chaired by
Armstrong, and Judiciary.

That’s a big change from just a few years
ago. When then-Rep. Bill McCamley, D-Las
Cruces, introduced similar legalization in
2015, then-Speaker Don Tripp, a Republican
from Socorro, assigned it to five committees,
which effectively guaranteed it wouldn’t
make it to the House floor.

Another change that could help the bill is
the fact that the governor, Democrat
Michelle Lujan Grisham, has said she would
sign a legalization bill if it contained certain
protections.

Claudia Tristán, a spokeswoman for the
governor, said Thursday that Lujan Grisham
will study HB 356 to be sure the safeguards
she wants are there.

“She just wants to be cautious,” Tristán
said.

Among Lujan Grisham’s priorities for a
legalization bill are ensuring patients in the
decade-old medical cannabis program aren’t
harmed. She also has asked for a bill that
deals with workplace intoxication, public
safety, underage consumption and regulates
edible marijuana products. Martínez said
last week he believes the bill contains the
elements the governor wants.

Reprinted with permission from NM Political
Report, nmpoliticalreport.com.
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Latest marijuana 

legalization effort 

begins in NM House
———STEVE TERRELL, SANTA FE NEW MEXICAN

Rachael Tingen, DMD

For the best general dentistry

3 Homesteads Rd., Ste. B
Placitas, NM 87043

The disproportionate growth in administration at the
expense of the classroom helps explain why New Mex-
ico’s student performance has continued to lag behind
the rest of the nation. Several years ago, the Southwest
Educational Development Laboratory conducted an
extensive study of 1,500 school districts in Arkansas,
Louisiana, Texas, and New Mexico. They concluded that
high-performing school districts spend a larger percent-
age of their budgets on instruction and a lower percent-
age on general administration than lower-performing
districts, and they also tend to employ smaller numbers
of administrative staff.

To get more money to New Mexico’s classrooms,
Think New Mexico drafted House Bill 77, which has
been introduced by Representative Bobby Gonzales, for-
mer Superintendent of Taos Municipal Schools and
Vice-Chair of the House Appropriations and Finance
Committee. 

House Bill 77 would limit the growth of school district
central administrative spending to no faster than the
Consumer Price Index (CPI) or the overall growth in the
state education budget, whichever is lower. Classroom
spending would not be limited. So in years like 2019,
when lawmakers are proposing to increase education
spending by more than 12% and the CPI is about 2%,
central administration would be limited to 2% growth.
All the rest of the new money would go to the class-
room, where the learning takes place. 

Passing House Bill 77 is especially important this year,
when lawmakers are proposing to add at least $400 mil-
lion to the education budget in response to the
Yazzie/Martinez ruling. House Bill 77 will greatly
enhance the effectiveness of those appropriations by
making sure that almost all of the new money will be
directed to the classroom.

We encourage parents and families across New Mex-
ico to urge their legislators and Governor Lujan
Grisham to include House Bill 77 in their education
reform package. You can learn more about this effort
and email your legislators and the governor from Think
New Mexico’s website at: www.thinknewmexico.org.

Fred Nathan is Executive Director of the statewide, 
results-oriented think tank Think New Mexico.

from page 17
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Celebrating over 30 Years
Providing Tax & Accounting

Services to New Mexicans

TERRY PISEL, CPA, LLC
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

Tax Planning & Preparation
for Individuals & Businesses 

QuickBooks Consulting

In Placitas • 798-1003
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Indios Amigos: Mesoamerican 

Auxiliaries in the Spanish Conquest

of North America
~MATTHEW J. BOURBOUR, MANAGER, 

CORONADO AND JEMEZ HISTORIC SITES

In the last two decades, the public has begun to real-
ize that the Coronado Expedition to New Mexico con-
sisted primarily of Mesoamerican Indians. Roughly
three thousand strong, these men are often referred to
by the Spanish as indios amigos (or friendly Indians).
However, modern descriptions and depictions of
these Nahuatl speaking peoples remain problematic.
They are often referred to as porters or slaves. They
are relegated to a passive role that satisfies the percep-
tion of an unrelenting Spanish hunger for glory. This
is simply untrue, not just in terms of these Mesoamer-
icans’ contributions to New Mexico, but rather their
collective role in the conquests of the New World as
whole.

Mesoamerican cultures at the time of the arrival of the
Spanish were incredibly advanced. They included the
Mexica, Purepecha (Tarascan), Tlaxcala, Mixtec, Zapotec,
Huaxtec, and many others. These civilizations built cities that rivaled those in Europe and, like
those cultures of the Old World, had a sophisticated hierarchy. Military institutions consisted not
only of peasant conscripts, but a professional warrior class.

The Spaniards realized this immediately and utilized these forces to great effect in their con-
quests. One could even argue that in the case of the Valley of Mexico, it was the Tlaxcala that con-
quered the Aztec Empire. Cortez simply sided with the winning side. The Tlaxcala had already
won a decisive war with the Aztecs in 1515 and many more Tlaxcala participated in the fall of
Tenochtitlan than Spaniards (by a magnitude of thousands).

However, while the Spanish were keen to tout their own military prowess, accounts of Native
American contributions are severely limited, and in the case of the Coronado Expedition, relatively
nonexistent. This said, we can construct much of how these indios amigos functioned on campaigns
with the Spanish through a number of Mesoamerican pictorial books (codex) and the Spanish’s ear-
lier accounts regarding their own conflicts with the Aztec and Tarascan Empires.

Utilizing the example of Coronado, were most of these indios amigos really porters? Mexica
(Aztec) at the time of the European arrival mustered one porter for every two warriors while on
campaign. If this was to hold true up into the 1540s, two of the three thousand indios amigos were
warriors. While that number seems large, it is incredibly small. For example the contemporary
Nahautl army Viceroy Mendoza led during the Mixton War was over sixty thousand strong. By this
standard, the group with Coronado was not an army per se but rather a small expeditionary force.

These Native American men who accompanied the Spanish were armed with a variety of
weapons. Here ethnicity may have played a role. The Tlaxcala are noted for their use of long bows
approximately four to five feet in length. In some ways, this was akin to the English. The bow con-
sisted of a single piece of hardwood with an incredibly powerful draw. Also like the English,
emphasis was placed on volley fire into tight enemy formations. 

Alternatively, the Mixtec appear to have preferred the atlatl, or spear thrower, while groups of
Mexica tended to focus on the macahuitl—an obsidian edged war club or sword. Other weapons
included a morning star like weapon fitted with obsidian blades, copper and stone mauls, slings,
and the tepoztopilli—the Native American equivalent of the halberd. This last weapon is of particu-
lar importance, as many porters are depicted in the Native American codices also carrying this
item. This could suggest that even a porter would be utilized in direct combat.

Armor was important to these Mesoamerican warriors. Front line soldiers were almost always
equipped with ichcahuipilli, or cotton vest. Some wore cotton helms, but warriors of stature were
given helmets of mahogany shaped into jaguars, coyotes, eagles, other animals and demons.
Shields were round and made of wicker. 

Often archers were unarmored, but there is a very clear exception. In most codex, the archers of
Tlaxcala are depicted wearing the ichcahuipilli. For some reason or another, the Tlaxcala did not
view the archer as a supporting role. For example, at the battle of Atlixco, the Tlaxcala archers
dropped their bows and charged at the Mexica battle line causing them to panic. A victory over the
Aztec followed.

In a traditional battle, warriors were organized in groups of one hundred if they were to be uti-
lized on the frontline or four hundred if they were to serve as archers. Each group was identified by
its own battle standard marked by the color and pattern of feathers. These were signaled and coor-
dinated, at least initially by a Snake Woman Priest from a nearby hill or platform. However by the
time of Coronado, this role had likely been taken over by the Spanish.

Fighting among these Mesoamerican forces was brutal. Traditionally, battles began with an
archery duel, in which bows, atlatls, and slings were utilized, followed by melee. Macahuitls were
used by the veterans on the frontline, while less experienced troops supported them with the tepoz-
topilli from behind. Both weapons could inflict fatal wounds and severed limbs, but in these tradi-
tional conflicts, death was not the principal objective. Instead, warriors were expected to injure and
capture the opposing force for sacrifice.

This practice changed under the Spanish. No longer charged with the objective of capturing the
enemy, the full might of these professional warriors was thrust on to their victims. These conflicts—
such as the Mixton and Tiguex Wars—left large swaths of the countryside depopulated. No one
was spared. These represent total war against the indigenous population.

However, this is not the worst. The Spanish accounts of their own indios amigos suggests that

some of these groups ate the conquered dead. While
accusations of cannibalism occur throughout history,
they are most often used to dehumanize the enemy, not
typically to express what your own allies were under-
taking.

The take away from all of this is fairly haunting: while
we may not often have specifics on the role that indios
amigos played in the conquest of North America, these
men had a long, complex, and successful military tradi-
tion on which the Spanish capitalized with considerable
success. They represented the bulk of Spanish fighting
forces of the time in the New World. Far from being
simply porters and slaves, these warriors enabled the
Spanish to be successful and contributed greatly to the
conquest of the New World even if their contributions
are largely overlooked today.

Nearly  New
A Repeat Boutique Operated by Bound for Success, Inc.

836 Camino Del Pueblo, BERNALILLO, NM
87004  • 771-8228 bound4success.org

OPEN: Wed-Sat. 10am-4pm • Tues by appt. only

LOVE is in the AIR.
LOVE our new look!
We’ve rearranged the store
& jazzed it up!

Love offering our fashions at 
BUY ONE GET ONE FREE

Love when you bring a friend!
See you soon.

Porter armed with tepoztopilli. 
Image from Mendoza Codex, 

courtesy of Wikimedia Commons
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In November 2016, the first Olga
Kern International Piano Competition
took place in Albuquerque, with 24
young pianists from 15 countries
vying for top honors. The competi-
tion, which takes place every three
years, is a collaborative effort
between acclaimed pianist Olga Kern
and the New Mexico Philharmonic. 

The first-prize winner was 22-year-
old pianist Antonio Chen Guang,
whose Placitas Artists Series solo con-
cert is at 3:00 p.m. on February 17.

Chen Guang began his piano studies
in his native China and received his pre-college diploma at Julliard.
In 2015, he became the youngest graduate in the history of the
Accademia Pianistica Internazionale di Imola in Italy. In addition to
the Kern competition, he has won the Scriabin Prize and the Rome
Prize, among others. He has toured extensively in China, Europe,
and North America.

Chen Guang’s Placitas program includes piano sonatas by
Beethoven, Liszt, and Prokofiev, as well as two nocturnes by Chopin.

The concert is generously sponsored by Samantha Lapin and Dale
Atkinson, Deborah and Thomas Hanna, and Harriet and Jim Neal.

At 2:00 p.m., immediately prior to the concert, a free visual artists
reception will feature the art of Barb Belknap, stained glass; DyeFu-
sion (seven art quilters); Connie Falk, oil; and Carol Ordogne, oil.
Their works, which are for sale, will be on display from February 3
to 27. 

The concert and visual artist reception take place at Las Placitas
Presbyterian Church in the village of Placitas, located six miles east
of I-25 on NM 165 (Exit 242). The facility is completely accessible. For
ticket information and further details, see page 2 of this Signpost.

Placitas Artists Series projects are supported in part by New Mex-
ico Arts, a division of the Department of Cultural Affairs, and by the
National Endowment for the Arts. 

For more information, email info@PlacitasArtistsSeries.org, visit
www.PlacitasArtistsSeries.org, or call 867-8080.

Placitas Artists Series presents Olga Kern

Competition winner Antonio Chen Guang
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“The Power of Blue”
~REBECCA COHEN

From February 2 to February 28, the
Placitas Community Library will be
presenting The Power of Blue. Accord-
ing to exhibition curator Tolly Hicks,
blue is humanity's favorite color. At
the very least, it appears ubiquitous,
even mesmerizing, as we huddle
under blue skies, regard the nuanced
blues of the ocean, or stare into the
baby blue eyes of a loved one.

The artists in the current exhibition at
the Placitas Community Library include
Dorothy Bunny Bowen,
Susan Burden, Kelly 
Butterman, Stephen Feher,
Pat Harrison, 
Linda Heath, Tolly Hicks, 
John Holley, 
Bobbye Middendorf,
Rebecca Nolda, 
Stephen Palmer, 
Reta Price, 
Judith Roderick, 
John Salvovaara, 
Talos Sawyer, and 
Gayle Elaine Scott. Each
artist stresses the power of
blue in his or her own way
allowing the color to domi-
nate or accent batiks, pastels,
sculpture, oil acrylic and watercolor paintings, photographs, fused glass, and vari-
ous mixed media.

The public is invited to attend the artists’ reception on February 8 from 5:00 to 7:00
p.m., and to view the exhibit during library hours. Artworks are available for pur-
chase and a portion of every sale will benefit the library. In keeping with Placitas
Arts Night Out, Wild Heart Gallery will also be hosting a gallery reception on Feb-
ruary 8, from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m.

The Placitas Community Library is located at 453 State Highway 165. 
The March exhibition at the Library is called “Art in the Square” and features the

work of student artists from the community.

Call for visual artists to participate in the Placitas Artists Series 2019-2020 season
The Placitas Artists Series (PAS) invites all New Mexico visual artists and craft-persons 18 years of age and older to submit three electronic images of their work
and a completed application linked on the PAS website www.placitasartistsseries.org/index.htm, by March 31, 2019, in order to be selected by jury for a monthly
exhibit during the PAS 33rd season—September 2019 through May 2020. The online application contains all instructions, and the fee is $15. 

The PAS presents inspiring art and music in a welcoming venue located in the Placitas foothills. An opening artists’ reception is held on the day of each
monthly concert. Artists selected by jury receive publicity and a year’s exposure on the PAS website, www.placitasartistsseries.org/visual-arts.htm. 

For additional information, contact Steve Palmer, PAS Visual Arts Chair, at 510-684-4447 or sepalmer@gmail.com.

Antonio Chen Guang

Dawn sunrise fills the Rio Grande valley but has yet to find the upper reaches of Placitas on the morning after 
the total lunar eclipse dubbed the Super Blood Wolf Moon. Light clouds didn't stop many Placitas residents 

from braving freezing temperatures to view the eclipse nicknamed for the closeness of the moon to earth, 
the red tint associated with eclipses and folklore about January full moons bringing out wolves.
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Placitas drumming

circle invites all
~LINDA KEIM

Everyone is welcome to join the 
Placitas Drumming Circle! You do not
have to know how to drum, you just
have to want to do it! We usually meet
the first Sunday of every month at the
Placitas Community Library from 5:00 to
6:00 p.m. unless there is a holiday
involved. There are no fees and you do
not need to bring a drum. There are a
variety of drums and other percussion
instruments available for you to try out.
Drumming can be relaxing, challenging,
and even meditative. 

For questions call Pete or Pam at 550-
3704. Join us on any or all of these dates:
February 10, March 3, April 7, May 5,
June 2 and June 30, August 4, September
8, October 6, November 10, December 1.

Partnachklamm 3, by Dorothy Bunny Bowen

Blue Marvel, by Steve Palmer



Jewelry has been a universal form of
adornment for thousands of years but only
in modern times has it been associated
with Valentine’s Day as a sign of affection.
The roses will wilt, the candy will be eaten,
and cards leave only memories, but a piece
of hand-crafted jewelry, from the artist’s
heart and hands, is a love letter every time
it is worn and one that will be kept a life-
time.

Rosemary Breehl and Geri Verble are the
featured artists at Wild Hearts Gallery
through February 24. The public is
invited to the opening reception on
February 8, from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m.,
to see one-of-a-kind necklaces,
bracelets, and earrings. Light
refreshments will be served. Wild
Hearts Gallery is located in Placitas
at the Homestead Village, 221-B
State Highway 165.

Rosemary Breehl’s artistic jour-
ney has been one of experimenta-
tion and wonder. She is best known
for her affordable and lightweight
earrings made from aluminum or
silver wire, but she also creates a vari-
ety of pendants and necklaces, often
incorporating tiny collages and original watercolor images. 

Geri Verble is renowned for her tribal, and ethnic jewelry. She developed
her passion for collecting ethnic beads and pendants while traveling with
the Peace Corps and that passion has lasted a lifetime. She enjoys sharing
these treasures through the design of unique pieces of jewelry. Geri will be
talking about African Trade Beads on February 15, from 5:00 to 6:00 p.m. at
the Gallery.

The artists will be offering stretch heart bracelets for $5 with the proceeds
to be donated to the local women’s shelter Haven House. Every donor can
send a message of “Hope and Love” with the bracelet. Beads for the
bracelets were donated by Mama’s Minerals in Albuquerque.

Wild Hearts Gallery is an artists' collective, supported by 14 longtime local
artists. They are painters, sculptors, photographers, potters, printmakers,
jewelers, woodworkers, glass, fiber, and mosaic artists, who are committed
to sharing with others the many ways they create. Wild Hearts Gallery is
open Tuesday through Friday from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and Saturday and
Sunday from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

For more information visit www.wildheartsgallery-nm.com, or call 
361-2710.

The Loma Colorado Library in Rio Rancho will celebrate Black History Month
featuring art by members of the New Mexico African American Artists Guild
(NMAAAG) in the library’s gallery. In this collaborative exhibition, members
of the NMAAAG offer their reflections and perspectives of Africans in the
Diaspora, from life on the African continent, through market slavery in the
world, to contemporary manifestations of triumph. It features several award-
winning artists, including Michael Carson, Annie Gillespie, Davis Muwumba,
and Gwen Samuels.

The show is a melodic mixture of bright colors, deep emotions, and broad
intellect. For example, a flowing bright red evening gown, Magnificence...Har-
riet Tubman Davis, by Karen Jones Meadows, captures one’s eye from across
the room. Upon close view, one sees that the strong and powerful woman don-

ning the evening gown is none other than Harriet Tubman, “Black Moses,” the
American abolitionist and activist who led nearly one hundred Africans from
slavery to freedom. 

This exhibition entices the viewer to think and to feel, and, perhaps evoke
agency for action. The twelve contributing artists are Michael Carson, Beth
Faulk, Doris Fields, Tammy Fisher, Tenneh Fisher, Annie Gillespie, Karen Jones
Meadows, Edna McIver, Sean Moon, Davis Muwumba, Gwen Samuels, and
Kenneth Winfrey. The show runs from February 2 to 28 in the Loma Colorado
Main Library Auditorium. There will be an artists’ reception and concert with
Oscar Butler Acoustic Vocals on February 7, at 6:00 p.m. The library is located
at 755 Loma Colorado Boulevard NE, in Rio Rancho.

Wild Hearts Gallery presents 

“Art With Heart,” featuring jewelry

artists Rosemary Breehl and Geri Verble
~JOAN FENICLE

Black Art of the African Diaspora 

at Loma Colorado Library
~DORIS FIELDS

Sandoval Signpost • Serving the community since 1988 • FEBRUARY 2019 • Page 21

Friends of Coronado issue a ‘Call For Artists and

Collectors’ for their 2019 New Mexico Art Auction
New Mexican art items are being sought for The Friends of Coronado His-
toric Site’s 2019 New Mexico Art Auction, scheduled for March 16 at the
Prairie Star Restaurant, in Santa Ana Pueblo. They are seeking 19th-, 20th-,
and 21st-Century pieces from artists, collectors, and retailers. Works by
listed and noted artists are especially welcome. Intake of work will be at the
Coronado Historic Site on March 9, 10, 11, 13, 14, from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00
p.m. (Closed March 12 and 15.) 

In 2018, the Friends’ auctioned 241 items, including Pueblo pottery and
Navajo textiles; Anglo paintings and sculptures; Native American and New
Mexican-made jewelry; as well as Hispanic Colcha embroidery pieces and
carvings. We expect the 2019 auction to be even bigger. Proceeds from the
event will support the Coronado and Jemez Historic Sites. 

If you have something to sell, send us an email at
friendsofchs@comcast.net, or call the Friends’ gift shop at 771-0416. Preview
of lots entered will be on their website kuaua.org in March.

Heart necklace,
by Rosemary Breehl

Art Has Heart,
necklace, by Geri Verble

S ANDOVAL ART S
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WAYNE A. LUCO, D.D.S.
Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

4405 Jager, C-1

Rio Rancho, NM 87144

(Near Santa Ana Casino)

(505) 867-1442

Open: 

Monday–Thursday

7:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Valles Caldera National Preserve in Jemez
Springs has reopened the main gate and
entrance station and resumed normal winter
hours of 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. as of January
27, 2019. Cross-country skiers and snow-
shoers are invited to be among the first to
break snow in the preserve’s one-and-a-half
to four feet of snow.  The Coyote Call and
Valle Grande trails will remain closed until
the parking areas can be plowed for safe
parking.

The preserve road from the highway to the
entrance station has been plowed, but drivers
should expect snow-packed and icy road con-
ditions. Vehicles with four-wheel drive or
chains are strongly recommended. For safety,
vehicles are not permitted to stop or park
along the entrance road; violators may be
cited or towed away.

The preserve has miles of ungroomed trails
for the adventurous skier and snowshoer.
Winter recreationists should be aware they
will be traveling in an environment with all
its dangers: unpredictable wildlife, changing
weather conditions, deep snow, and snow-
covered streams. Safety is not guaranteed, so
be prepared for any situation and know the
limits of your ability. Be sure to layer-up with
insulating, waterproof clothing, wear sun-
glasses, use sunscreen, and carry water.

The Valle Grande Bookstore, managed by
Los Amigos de Valles Caldera, has a limited
number of snowshoes and poles available for
rent, as well as hot drinks for sale.

All delayed openings and closures due 
to winter weather and road conditions will
be posted as an alert on the preserve’s 
website, www.nps.gov/vall, on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/VallesCaldera/, 
on Twitter @VallesCaldera, and on the school
closures section of the KRQE, KOAT, and
KOB news websites. For more information,
contact Valles Caldera National Preserve at 
(575) 829-4100, option 3.

Steven L. Hartman, MD, Medical Director

Matthew B. Wilson, MD • Rachel Marzec, FNP-PMHNP 

Felina Ortiz, CNM • Rebecca Casalino, CNP

Marissa Cortes Mendez, CFNP, CNM

Tamara Righettini, CFNP • Stephen V. Roper, CFNP

Jennifer Webb, LPCC • Madeleine Stevens, LPCC

• Women’s Health

• Prenatal Services

• Comprehensive Family
Medicine

• Same Day Appointments

• Family Planning

• Behavioral Health

Monday 8 am—5 pm • Tuesday 8 am—5 pm
Wednesday 8 am—8 pm • Thursday 8 am—5 pm

Friday 8 am—5 pm

121 Calle Del Presidente
Bernalillo, New Mexico 87004

Valles Caldera reopens 



Flash In The Pan: The winter

greens of winter market 
~ARI LEVAUX

HEALTH
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The farmers markets of summer get all the glory, but pound for pound, the win-
ter markets have more guts. These off-season centers of homegrown commerce
run from about Halloween through Easter, and are like distillations of their sum-
mer counterparts, giving farmers the chance to make a little money, while offer-
ing locals an opportunity to buy some produce. Like some secret society for
extra-cheerful and healthy people, those who know about the winter market
show up while the rest of the world watches cartoons.

The web page LocalHarvest.org provides online tools to help farmers thrive,
and maintains a database of active farmers markets in the U.S. According to
LocalHarvest's Guillermo Payet, there are about 4,700 summer markets nation-
wide, compared to 1,911 winter markets. He recently added a winter market
search feature to the LocalHarvest page, so shoppers can easily find the winter
market closest to them.

Winter markets are smaller, cuter and cozier, with more hot cocoa on tap. Like
a summer market, the winter market is like a big, living microchip of the farming
community. You find out who died, who got pregnant, who grew a beard, and
who went to Costa Rica. Like a fire in the dark, winter markets provide heat and
light when it's needed the most.

My winter market in Montana, which takes place in the Senior Center, which
has a thrift store in the basement, is flush with "normal" cold weather crops like
potatoes, squash, onions and garlic, not to mention animal and value-added
products like bacon, pickles, cheese, and eggs. But thanks to advances in cold-
weather horticulture, and with a little help from a warming climate, there are
now summery foods available, like celery, tomatoes and apples, not to mention
tropical foods like lemongrass.

But the stars of the winter market are the winter greens, that large and deli-
cious green spectrum of leaves like spinach, tatsoi, arugula, broccoli, kale, and
leafy cabbages like Napa. These greens, planted during the dog days of summer,
came of age in cooler, shorter days. Under these conditions, plants build them-
selves differently. They are smaller but sturdier, denser and crunchier. Maybe it's
the bleak context in which they appear, but winter greens emanate a vitality that
you can see and taste, like earthy, bitter candies.

Here are three recipes to help you enjoy the winter greens in season today.
These dressings will also benefit many non-green crops of winter, too, like
radishes or cauliflower. And when the time comes, these salad sauces will help
us enjoy the bounty of summer.

CRAZY MOUNTAIN BLUE CHEESE DRESSING

This recipe comes from Cheryl Marchi, proprietress of the Crazy Mountain Inn, a 117
year-old boarding house in Martinsdale, Montana where Calamity Jane once stayed.
The Inn's living room boasts a glorious wood stove that warms that room like a win-
ter market warms a community. The adjacent café is the toast of Meagher County,
and where I first tasted Marchi's blue cheese salad dressing.

It's thick enough to use as a dip, but not so thick that your shirt won't look as splat-
tered as mine does after dipping cauliflower florets too impatiently. Marchi likes it
with onion-y dishes, as a dip for onion rings, or to hold the grilled onions in place on
a French dip sandwich.      

Yields 4-½ cups
1/2 c. milk
3-1/2 c. Best Foods mayo
6 oz. Gorgonzola 
4 or 5 cloves of garlic, crushed
Lots of fresh, coarsely ground black pepper 
Set a third of the Gorgonzola aside. Blend everything else together. Break apart the

unblended chunk of Gorgonzola into little chunks and stir it in. Let it sit for a bit,
preferably overnight.

FLOWER CHILD LEMON TAHINI DRESSING

This recipe comes courtesy of Flower Child vegan restaurant chain. This sauce
is an emulsion, meaning it won't separate after you mix it up. In other words,
it's basically lemon tahini mayo, which is pretty special. If you add a yolk, it
will emulsify even thicker, but that of course would cause the dressing to lose
its veganity.

The dressing also contains nutritional yeast, aka "Hippy Dust," which seems
appropriate for a restaurant called Flower Child. The yeast confers a meaty
strength to the dressing, which isn't surprising because Hippy Dust is 100 per-
cent yeast meat.

If your garlic is large of clove, like mine, you might not want to use the full
eight cloves called for. So use your best judgement, but no fewer than three
cloves. The acid, sweetness, saltiness and richness of this dressing makes it a
great blanket to a pile of earthy leaves.

Yields 1-½ cups
8 cloves of garlic-peeled
½ c. fresh lemon juice
2-½ T. tahini
1 tsp. whole grain mustard
2 tsp. evaporated cane sugar
1 tsp. kosher salt
1 T. nutritional yeast
¼ c. extra virgin olive oil
½ c. grapeseed oil
Put the first seven ingredients in a blender and process on medium speed for

15 seconds. While machine is running, slowly pour in the oils until emulsified.
Place in covered container in refrigerator until needed.

MRS. LEVAUX'S ALL-PURPOSE DRESSING

My wife is convinced that every homemade salad dressing needs more salt,
and I think she may have a point. Her go-to dressing is basically oil and vine-
gar, plus a bunch of soy sauce.

1 c. extra virgin olive oil
½ c. soy sauce
¼ c. cider vinegar
¼ c. lime or lemon juice
¼ c. balsamic
Combine ingredients, dress or dip your salad. If dipping, replenish the oil as

necessary.
This dressing is especially good on bitter vegetables, like radicchio. The fla-

vors of the dressing engage those of the greens on many levels, disarming and
charming those tasty winter greens, leafing you wanting more.

Winter market at Old Trail School, Akron, Ohio
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To submit a listing, send it to: email@sandovalsignpost.com. Deadline for 
submission is the twentieth of the month prior to publication. The calendar 
is a free community service provided by the Signpost to nonprofits and for 
cultural events of interest to residents of Sandoval County.  
Example: “First Monday” means the first Monday of each month.

Daily: The Mayor Hull Show. Go to rrnm.gov/mayorhullshow. Rio Rancho
Mayor Gregg Hull talks about issues facing Rio Rancho.

Daily: Free hikes at Valles Caldera National Preserve—from Magma to
Magpie. For a complete list of activities at the National Preserve, go to
https://www.nps.gov/vall/index.htm.

Monthly: Various community events at Rio Rancho Libraries. Rio Rancho
libraries—Esther Bone and Loma Colorado—will be hosting a variety of
events all month long ranging from book signings, to poetry readings, lectures,
concerts, arts and crafts, meet and greets, etc. For more information about the
library or each month’s activities, visit www.riorancholibraries.org.

Monthly: Urban Horticulture Classes. Sponsored by the SandovalMasterGar-
deners.org. Free. Open to public. Registration preferred. Sandovalmastergar-
deners.org/public-class-registration.

Second and fourth Mondays: Bernalillo Town Council meeting. 6:30 p.m.
Held at Bernalillo Town Hall. Info: call 867-3311, townofbernalillo.org.

Second and fourth Mondays: Westside Neuro Choir—A chorus for adults
living with brain challenges & caregivers. Includes ALS, brain injury, MS,
Parkinson's, strokes, and others. 5:45-7:15 p.m. Held at Grace Outreach
Church, 2900 Southern Blvd, Rio Rancho. Use southern entrance. For more info
contact Sheri at 917-7981 or sheriarmz@gmail.com

Second and fourth Saturdays: Placitas Community Flea Market. 7 a.m.-1
p.m. Held at Homestead Village on Highway 165 in beautiful Placitas. Vendor
spaces are $10 for each 10x15 space. Spaces are on a first come basis. We can-
not sell food, beverages, or firearms. Vendor set up time is from 5:30 a.m.
Bring your own table, chairs and tents, which must be weighted down in case
the winds pick up. All vendor fees go to a selected charitable organizations. For
additional information, contact Nancy Holley at 515-4323.

Mondays through Fridays: Mothers’ Day Out Preschool. 18-months to 5 years
old. 8 a.m.-3 p.m. Aftercare 3-5 p.m. available. Held at Las Placitas Presbyte-
rian Church, 7 Paseo de San Antonio, Placitas. $19 dollars per day. 867-3371,
PlacitasMothersDayOut@gmail.com, www.PlacitasMDO.com.

Tuesdays and Thursdays: Pickleball at the Bernalillo Community Center. 1-
4 p.m. Pickleball is a game played on a court with paddles and a whiffle ball.
The court is smaller than a tennis court and allows people to play who no
longer want to run and jump as they did in their younger years. Anyone can
play, even if they have never played tennis. 934-2649.

First Tuesdays: Albuquerque Newcomers' Club Welcome Coffee. 10 a.m.
Held at Sandia Presbyterian Church (not affiliated with church)—10704 Paseo
del Norte. Membership is open to residents who have lived in the Albuquerque
area (including Sandoval County) for five years or less, or who are having
major changes in their lives. Make new friends and increase your social life.
Sign up for monthly luncheons and speakers, dining out, visits to area attrac-
tions, book and movie groups, bridge, bunco, mah jongg, walking, wine tast-
ings, etc. Singles’ and men’s groups. www.abqnewcomers@gmail.com.
321-6970.

First Tuesdays: Coronado Kennel Club Meeting. 7:30 p.m. All-breed kennel
club. Schedule changes in August and December. Call 867-4510 for meeting
location.

Third Tuesdays: Book Sale at the Martha Liebert-Town of Bernalillo Pub-
lic Library. 4:30-6:30 p.m. Located at 124 Calle Malinche in Bernalillo. 867-
1440, kbanks@townofbernalillo.org.

Third Tuesdays: Sandia Vista Amateur Radio Club. 7 p.m. Help provide
emergency communications in Placitas. Become a “HAM” radio operator. We
will help you get your FCC license. Visitors welcome. Held at the Placitas Fire
Station No. 41, Hwy 165, near the Library. Info: sandiavista.net..

Fourth Tuesdays: Pathways: Wildlife Corridors of NM monthly meeting.
6:30 p.m. Held at Placitas Community Center. Open to the public. 
pathwayswc.wordpress.com.

Fourth Tuesdays: Eastern Sandoval County Arroyo Flood Control Author-
ity (ESCAFCA) meeting. 6 p.m. Held in the Town of Bernalillo Council
Chambers. Persons wishing to be on the agenda or persons with disabilities
who need accommodations should call 771-7110 by the first Tuesday. Board
meeting agenda is posted on the ESCAFCA website (escafca.com) and at the
front desk of the Town Hall by Friday preceding the meeting.

Fourth Tuesdays: Placitas Democrats and Friends. 6-7:30 p.m. Held at Plac-
itas Community Library. Meetings are open to the public and feature candi-
dates for local, state, national offices. www.sandovaldemocrats.org, 259-5860.

Tuesdays: Haven House Domestic Violence Support Group for women
whose lives have been touched by domestic violence. 6:30-8:00 p.m. Topics
include: Dynamics of Domestic Violence, Safety Plans, Developing Healthy
Relationships, and information about available services. All sessions are confi-
dential and free of charge. Held at Rio Rancho First Baptist Church, corner of
Route 528 and 19th Avenue. 896-4869 or 1-800-526-7157.

Wednesdays: Seniors (62+) ride free on the Rail Runner. Bring valid photo
ID (with birthdate).

Wednesdays: Thinking Straight open meeting of Alcoholics Anonymous.
6-7 p.m. Have a Desire to Stop Drinking? Celebrate Sobriety with us and learn
how to stay sober. Held at the First Assembly Church, 274 Camino Don Tomas
(Room 8), Just south of Highway 550 in Bernalillo. 266-1900.

Wednesdays: Cub Scout meetings. 6:30-7:30 p.m. Held at the LDS Church
Center in Bernalillo, west of I-25’s Exit 240. New members are always welcome.
867-4689, 867-2047.

Wednesdays: Rotary Club of Rio Rancho Sunrise. 7 a.m. For breakfast, fel-
lowship, a great speaker, and a chance to get involved in local and worldwide
service projects. At Club Rio Rancho (used to be Chamisa Hills CC), 500 
Country Club Drive, Rio Rancho. Info: Mac McKinney, 892-4313.

Wednesdays: Urban Horticulture Class Continuing Series. 1-3 p.m. Spon-
sored by the SandovalMasterGardeners.org. Free and open to the public. Regis-
tration preferred. SandovalMasterGardeners.org. Sandoval County Ext. Office,
Bernalillo. 929-0414.

First Wednesdays: Free civil legal clinic offered. 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Held in the
third-floor conference room of the Second District Courthouse, at the south-
west corner of Lomas and Fourth, NW. Free legal advice on a number of civil
legal issues. No family law services will be offered. Attendance is limited to the
first 25 persons who qualify for low-income assistance. Interpreters and bilin-
gual attorneys will be on hand. Attendees should bring all of their paperwork.
Expect about a thirty-minute, free legal consultation. 797-6077.

Second Wednesdays: Rio Rancho Art Association (RRAA) monthly mem-
bership meeting. 6:30-8:30 p.m. RRAA is a non-juried/all mediums regional
art association. You need not be a resident of Rio Rancho to join. Held in Don
Chalmer’s Ford Community Room, 2500 Rio Rancho Boulevard, Rio Rancho.
www.rraausa.org, www.rioranchoartassociation.blogspot.com or 301-2009.

Second and fourth Wednesdays: Sandoval County Civitans. 6:00 p.m. Held at
Fair Winds, 920 Riverview Drive SE, Rio Rancho. 898-6884.

Third Wednesdays: Meeting of the Coronado Optimist Club. 6-7 p.m. Held
at the Range Cafe in Bernalillo.  

Third Wednesdays (except December): Las Placitas Association Board
meeting. 6:30 p.m. Held at the Placitas Community Center. lasplacitas.org.

Thursdays: El Club del Libro—Our monthly Spanish Book Club. 6-7 p.m.
Recurring. Held at Loma Colorado Main Library Rio Rancho History Room.
Join us in reading a book in Spanish, improving conversation skills, and meet-
ing interesting friends who wouldn’t have the opportunity to cross paths with-
out “El Club del Libro.” This month, in coordination with PBS’s The Great
American Read program, we will discuss Bendiceme, Ultima by Rudolfo Anaya.
No registration required. Walk-ins welcome!  Please note new day and time.

First Thursdays: Sandoval County veteran’s outreach and business coun-
seling. 1-4 p.m. Held at the Sandoval County Administrative Building, 1500
Idalia Road in Bernalillo. All honorably-discharged veterans may be entitled to
VA benefits and state Veteran benefits. Come learn about your potential bene-
fits. Bring your DD-214. 383-2414.

First Thursdays: Art and Music at the Loma Colorado Main Library Audi-
torium, Rio Rancho. Info: riorancholibraries.org, 505-891-5013.

First and third Thursdays: Sandoval County Commission meeting. 6 p.m.
Unless otherwise noted, all meetings will be held in the Sandoval Administra-
tion Building, 1500 Idalia Road Building D, Bernalillo. Info or meeting agenda:
www.sandovalcounty.com, 867-7500.

Second Thursday: The New Mexico Parkinson’s Coalition (NMPC) meets.
1:30-3 p.m. Held at Grace Outreach at 2900 Southern Boulevard SE in Rio Ran-
cho. The NMPC works to enhance the quality of life for individuals with
Parkinson’s through education, awareness and support for those with the 
disease. For more information, call 219-5065 or visit the website:
nmparkinson.org.

Third Thursdays: Placitas Community Library Board of Directors Meet-
ings. At the Placitas Community Library, 453 Hwy 165. 6:30 p.m. Open to the
public. Meeting agendas are posted at the library and Placitas Post Office.

Fourth Thursdays: Sandoval County Development Planning & Zoning
Commission. 6 p.m. Held at the Sandoval County Administration Building,
1500 Idalia Road., Bldg. D, Bernalillo.

Last Thursdays: Sandoval County veteran’s outreach and business coun-
seling. 11 a.m.-2 p.m. Held at 433 Meadowlark SE in Rio Rancho. All honor-
ably-discharged veterans may be entitled to VA benefits and state Veteran
benefits. Come learn about your potential benefits. Bring your DD-214. 383-
2414.

Fridays: Sandoval County Stroke Support Group. 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Pro-
vides weekly support to survivors of stroke, their caregivers, adult family
members, and health care providers. Water and light snacks provided. No
charge for meetings. Social outings arranged six times a year. Geri: 620-8802.

Fridays: Celebrate Recovery—12 steps to finding freedom from hurts,
hang-ups, and habits. 6:30 p.m. Held at the First Assembly Church, 274
Camino Don Tomas, Bernalillo. 867-7226.

First Fridays: Monthly luncheon of the Democratic Party of Sandoval
County. 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Range Cafe in Bernalillo, 925 Camino del Pueblo.
Sandoval Democrats gather once a month (most months) to welcome speak-
ers, candidates, and government representatives. You pay for your lunch from
the menu, or come for just the meeting. www.sandovaldemocrats.org.

Second Fridays: Monthly meeting of the San-Bern Federated Republican
Women. 11:30 a.m. The group offers meet-and-greet luncheons to discuss
business and politics for both Sandoval and Bernalillo County Republican
interests. They aim to promote an informed public through political education
and activity. Republican women and men are invited to attend. Held at Pelicans
West. www.sanbernfrw.org, or call Julie Wright at 720-4883.

Saturdays: Wildflower walks on the Sandia Ranger District. Starting at 9
a.m. There will be an amenity fee of three dollars. Be sure to bring a hat, water,
and sunscreen. Sandia Ranger District: 281-3305.

Saturdays: Casa Rosa Food Bank. Open 9-11 a.m. Held in the pink house east
of Las Placitas Presbyterian Church at 640 Highway 165, six miles east of I-25.
Community outreach program provides nonperishable food items as well as
dairy, frozen meats, and fresh produce as available for Placitas residents in
need. Donations, volunteers welcome.

Saturdays: Village of Los Ranchos de Albuquerque Growers’ Market. Free.
May-Aug.—7 a.m.-noon. Sep.-Nov. 8 a.m.-noon. Fresh vegetable, fruits, herbs
flowers, jams, cheeses, arts and crafts. Live music. Voted “Best In City.” 
Accepts WIC/Senior. At Village of Los Ranchos tennis court parking lot. 
losranchosgrowersmarket.com.

Second and fourth Saturdays: Placitas Community Flea Market. 7 a.m.-2
p.m. $10 per vender site. 515-4323.
0
Third Saturdays: Rio Rancho Northwest Mesa NAACP meets. 11 a.m. Held
at Don Newton Community Center. Public is invited. www.rrnwmnaacp.org.

Sundays: Corrales Growers’ Market. 9-noon. Located at Corrales and Jones
Road. 259-0203.

February 2: A short history of New Mexico railroads at Placitas Commu-
nity Library. 2 p.m. Historian and train enthusiast Fred Friedman will offer
an exciting lecture.

February 7: Artist reception for Black Art of the African Diaspora at Loma
Colorado Library. 6 p.m. The library is located at 755 Loma Colorado Boule-
vard NE, in Rio Rancho.

February 8: Opening reception for Art With Heart, featuring the jewelry of
Rosemary Breehl and Geri Verble. 5-8 p.m. Held at Wild Hearts Gallery at
Homestead Village in Placitas. Light refreshments will be served.

February 8: The Rio Rancho Astronomical Society will hold its monthly
public meeting. 7:30 p.m. Held at Rainbow Park Observatory, located at 301
Southern Blvd., in Rio Rancho (behind Rainbow Pool). Special guest speakers
will be RRPS Science Expo students presenting their astronomy-related Expo
projects. Free and open to the public, and telescopes will be set up for observ-
ing after the meeting, weather permitting. 220-5355.

February 9: Xeric Club presents The Urban Forest in the Xeric Landscape.
10-11:30 a.m. The Xeric Garden club presents Jennifer Dann who will have us
take a step back from considering individual trees in the xeric landscape, and
instead look at all of the trees in our community as one urban forest. How do
water conservation measures impact the urban forest, and how does the urban
forest impact water conservation? This presentation will focus on what
research has been done, what the research shows us, and how we can ensure
xeric principles and the urban forest are mutually supportive. Held in the
Piñon room at the Albuquerque Garden Center, 10120 Lomas Blvd NE. Free.
For further information go to www.xericgardenclub.org

February 10: Sandoval County Historical Society presents “Antonio and
Inez Gabaldon Family,” by David C de Baca and Martha Liebert. 2 p.m.,
Delavy House, Bernalillo. Historical Society archives and library are open to
members and the public for family research every Thursday morning from 9-
noon. 867-2755.

February 10: Placitas drumming circle. 5-6 p.m. Held at the Placitas Com-
munity Library. No experience needed. Drums available if you do not have one. 

February 16: Women entrepreneurs on the Mexican border. 2 p.m. Placitas
resident Daniel Arreola will recount the contributions of three forgotten border
women and the historical geography of the towns they promoted. Held at the
Placitas Community Library.

February 17: Placitas Artist Series concert and art reception. Artist recep-
tion at 2 p.m.; concert at 3 p.m. Featuring award-winning pianist Chen Guang
and visual artists Barb Belknap, stained glass; DyeFusion (seven art quilters);
Connie Falk, oil; and Carol Ordogne, oil. Held at Las Placitas Presbyterian
Church in the village of Placitas. The facility is completely accessible. For ticket
information and further details, see www.PlacitasArtistsSeries.org or page 2 of
this Signpost. 

February 17: Friends lecture, Ernie Pyle, Bringing the World to America’s
Doorstep. 2 p.m. Held at the DeLavy House in Bernalillo. Admission is $5;
Friends of CHS are free. For more information visit: kuaua.com or call Barb at
815-978-5327.

February 23: Music in Corrales. 7:30 p.m. Dave Stamey, Western singer, song-
writer, and newest member of the Western Music Hall of Fame, will perform.
Old San Ysidro Church, 966 Old Church Road, Corrales. Info: Jannie Dusseau,
890-5583 or www.corraleshistory.org.

February 24: Las Placitas Presbyterian Church celebrates its 125th
anniversary. A special church service will be held starting at 10:30 a.m. Fol-
lowing the service, there will be an Open House in the Fellowship Hall until
midafternoon with refreshments and musical entertainment. Visual displays
will cover highlights of the church’s history.

February 24: CHS Speaker Series. 2 p.m. Archaeologist William Whitehead
presents, “Paleoethnobiology (the study of plant remains from archaeological
sites) in New Mexico.” Free. Old San Ysidro Church, 966 Old Church Road, Cor-
rales. Info: Denise O’Connor, deniseoconnor8427@comcast.net, 433-4102 or
www.corraleshistory.org.
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February 1: 10:00 a.m. local shopping, 12:30 p.m. billiards, 
1:00 p.m. popcorn and games
February 4: 9:00 a.m. Walmart, 10:00 a.m. coffee social, 12:30 p.m.
bingo
February 5: 9:30 a.m. crafts with Gina, 10:00 a.m. line dancing,
12:30 p.m. senior advisory meeting, 1:00 p.m. PWR yoga, 1:30 p.m.
group painting
February 6: 8:00 a.m. Roadrunner mobile food pantry, 10:00 a.m.
line dancing, 10:00 a.m. El Pinto and Albuquerque Museum, 
1:30 p.m. Tai Chi
February 7: 10:00 a.m. group painting, 12:30 p.m. Mexican Train
dominoes, 12:30 crochet with Liz 
February 8: 10:00 a.m. Dollar Tree, 12:30 p.m. billiards, 1:00 p.m.
bingo
February 11: 10:00 a.m. coffee social, 12:30 p.m. bingo
February 12: 9:30 a.m. crafts with Gina, 10:00 a.m. line dancing,
12:30 p.m. crafts with Janet, 1:00 p.m. PWR yoga, 1:30 p.m. group
painting
February 13: 10:00 a.m. line dancing, 12:30 p.m. bingo, 1:30 p.m. 
Tai Chi
February 14: 10:00 a.m. group painting, 12:30 p.m. Mexican Train
dominoes, 12:30 p.m. crochet with Liz, 4:00 p.m. dinner and 
Valentine’s Day dance
February 15: 10:00 a.m. Cerrillos mining museum, 12:30 p.m. 
billiards, 1:00 p.m. local shopping

February 18: 9:00 a.m. Walmart, 10:00 a.m. coffee social, 12:30 p.m.
bingo
February 19: 9:30 a.m. crafts with Gina, 10:00 a.m. line dancing,
12:30 p.m. crafts with Janet, 1:00 p.m. PWR yoga, 1:30 p.m. group
painting
February 20: 10:00 a.m. line dancing, 1:30 p.m. Tai Chi, 4:00 p.m.
snack potluck and karaoke 
February 21: 10:00 a.m. group painting, 12:30 p.m. Mexican Train
dominoes, 12:30 p.m. crochet with Liz
February 22: 9:00 a.m. Santa Fe State Legislature Senior Day, 
10:30 a.m. billiards game day, 12:30 p.m. birthday social, 1:00 p.m.
birthday bingo
February 25: 10:00 a.m. coffee social, 12:30 p.m. bingo
February 26: 9:30 a.m. crafts with Gina, 10:00 a.m. line dancing,
12:30 p.m. crafts with Janet, 1:00 p.m. PWR yoga, 1:30 p.m. group
painting
February 27: 10:00 a.m. Indian Pueblo Cultural Center and Laguna
burger, 10:00 a.m. line dancing, 12:30 p.m. bingo, 1:30 p.m. Tai Chi
February 28: 10:00 a.m. Retablo class with Orlando, 10:00 a.m.
group painting, 12:30 p.m. Mexican Train dominoes, 12:30 p.m. 
crochet with Liz.

Placitas Community Center activities
WEEKLY PROGRAMS:
Monday: yoga 9:30 a.m., enhanced fitness
11:15 a.m.
Tuesday: Pilates 8:15 a.m., Zumba 9:30
a.m., bingo 1:00 p.m., billiards 11:00 a.m.,
fused glass workshop every 2nd and 4th
Tuesday 2:30 p.m., ukulele workshop 
3:00 p.m.
Wednesday: project Linus blanket making
9:30 a.m., cards 1:00 p.m., billiards 9:00
a.m.-1:45 p.m., chair yoga 2:00 p.m., Tai Chi
3:30 p.m.
Thursday: Pilates 8:15 a.m., yoga 9:30-11:00
a.m., enhanced fitness 11:15 a.m. beading
class 1:00-4:30 p.m. Beyond the
Brush/Mixed Media 1:30-3:30 p.m.
Friday: Zumba 8:00 a.m., having fun with
clay 9:30 a.m., painting open workshop 
9:30 a.m., enhanced fitness 12:00-1:00 p.m.,
billiards 1:30 p.m.

All seniors 60+ join us for lunch and enjoy
our new serve your own salad bar.

SPECIAL CLASSES/EVENTS:
February 1: Chinese herbalist mini treat-
ments 10:00 a.m.
February 4: grocery shopping at Walmart
and Albertsons 12:30 p.m.
February 5: haircuts 9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. by
appointment only
February 6: Road Runner food pantry
depart at 7:40 a.m.
February 7: fused glass studio tour and
shopping trip in Santa Fe 9:30 a.m.
February 8: trip to Harvey House for a
guided tour and brunch 10:00 a.m.
February 11: Valentines luncheon 11:30
a.m.
February 13: Trip to Museum of Indian Arts
and Culture-San Felipe pottery demo 10:15
a.m., billiards game day 10:30 a.m.
February 19: haircuts 9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.
by appointment only
February 21: shopping at Trader Joe’s,
Sprouts, Natural Grocers 9:30 a.m.
February 22: trip to state capital for senior
day 8:15 a.m.

February 25: card-making class 12:30 p.m.
February 26: nutrition cooking class 12:30
p.m.
February 27: health checks by volunteer fire
department 11:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m., birthday
social 11:30 a.m.
February 28: advisory board meeting 10:00
a.m.

New Class: Chair yoga—helps with pain
prevention, lowers blood pressure, has 
mental benefits, increases flexibility, blood
circulation, helps with digestive system,
boots energy, and speeds up your body’s
recovery time.

For further information on all events,
contact the Placitas Community Center at
867-1396 and pick up the complete
newsletter at site located at 41 Camino de
Las Huertas.

Corrales Senior Center activities

COMMUN I TY 
CENTER S
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Activities include exercise classes,
yoga, line dancing, Latin
Dance/Salsa dancing, aerobics,
Bingo, board games, ceramics, arts
and crafts, billiards, music, and
computer and Spanish classes.
Activities vary month to month. 
The Center also celebrates special
events, and holds holiday parties,
birthday socials, dances, and 
informal presentations. 

AGE REQUIREMENTS: 60+ years
OPERATION TIME: 
Monday through Friday, 
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
LOCATION: 4324-A Corrales Road,
Corrales

ONGOING:
Open gym equipment, pool table
available daily.
MONDAYS: Bingo, ceramics class
TUESDAYS: Morning Aerobics, 
Spanish class
WEDNESDAYS: Morning yoga, morn-
ing computer class, Bingo, ceramics
class, afternoon Latin dance (Salsa)
THURSDAYS: Morning Aerobics, 
Spanish class
FRIDAYS: Bingo, ceramics class

Call the Center to check the 
Activities Schedule at 
(505) 897-3818.

Sandoval County Senior Centers’ lunch menu
February 1: Waldorf chicken salad wrap with cranberry, apple, and nuts, pasta salad 
with broccoli, olives, and peppers, coleslaw, chilled pears 
February 4: Breaded chicken sandwich with lettuce and tomato, baked beans, steamed
mixed veggies, garden salad, fresh orange 
February 5: Breakfast for lunch, biscuit with sausage patty, country gravy, potatoes 
with cheese, grilled peppers/onions, chilled peaches
February 6: Beef stew with potatoes and veggies, steamed broccoli, garden salad, 
cornbread, fresh banana  
February 7: Baked pasta marinara with cheese, steamed Italian vegetables, cucumber,
tomato and onion salad, garlic breadstick, fresh pineapple spear 
February 8: BBQ rib sandwich, buttered corn, roasted red potatoes, garden salad, 
fresh apple  
February 11: Country fried steak with gravy, mashed potatoes, steamed mixed veggies,
garden salad, biscuit, applesauce
February 12: Shepherd’s pie, steamed cabbage, garden salad, biscuit, apple 
February 13: Garlic/ginger chicken, steamed brown rice, steamed carrots and peas, 
garden salad, garden salad, soda bread peaches 
February 14: Beef and cheese lasagna, steamed Italian veggies, Caesar salad, garlic toast,
fruited Jell-O 
February 15: Frito pie, with beans, ground beef and cheese, steamed zucchini and
onions, shredded lettuce, tomato, onion, flour tortilla, grapes  
February 18: Green chile chicken stew, chuck wagon corn, garden salad, flour tortilla, orange   
February 19: Chef ’s salad with turkey, ham, tomato, cheese and egg, crouton, club crackers, 
chilled pears, pudding  
February 20: Meatloaf, mashed potatoes and gravy, steamed broccoli, garden salad with dressing,
biscuit with margarine, fresh apple slices
February 21: Fettucine Alfredo, steamed Italian vegetables, three bean salad, garlic breadstick,
chilled peaches 
February 22: Chicken bites with BBQ sauce, brown rice pilaf, steamed peas, coleslaw, ww roll, 
fruit cocktail 

February 25: Pasta e faggiole with chicken, steamed green beans, Caesar salad, garlic toast, 
Mandarin oranges 
February 26: Sloppy joe sandwich, baked potato with sour cream, steamed carrots, broccoli and
grape salad 
February 27: BBQ chicken breast, baked beans, steamed corn, ww roll, garden salad, chilled pears 
February 28: Red chile beef and cheese burrito, pinto beans, steamed zucchini and onions, garden
salad, fresh melon 

Bernalillo Senior Center activities

Cora! Let’s get up to 
the senior center 
for lunch before 
these guys do.

Rudi
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Animal trapping in Placitas makes news again after a leg trap snared and
injured a dog walking in a familiar arroyo.

The incident happened on January 17 in Bureau of Land Management ter-
ritory adjacent to Camino de la Rosa Castilla in northeast Placitas. The state
is in the middle of a furbearer-trapping season that runs from November 1
to the middle or end of March depending on the animals involved.

Coyotes, however, can be trapped for their pelts year-round with no limit
on how many are taken.

The dog's owner, who asked not to be named, said “Toby,” her 13-year-old
Corgi mix, is recovering nicely.

"I don't think I'll ever forget my dog's shriek," she said. "It was horrible. I
don't think I'll ever not hear that."

The woman said she, Toby, and eight-year-old “Boone” were about a half-
mile up an arroyo where they frequently walk when Toby went around a
bush and caught his left hind leg in the trap. Unable to free the dog herself,
she ran back to the road and flagged down a man and a woman who were
driving by.

One was able to call 911, and the woman drove home and returned with
instructions on how to open a trap. Not quite 45 minutes elapsed after the
trap sprang for the passerby and a Sandoval County animal-control officer
freed Toby.

"I can't thank them enough," Toby's owner told the Signpost. "He's not only
survived, he's going to be fine… I attribute that to the people who helped."

Toby was off leash when he was lured to the trap by a thick steak-size
piece of raw meat exposed about three feet from the trap. Toby's owner said
she has found more meat scattered elsewhere plus a skinned coyote carcass. 

State game regulations allow trappers to place meat lures within three feet
of a trap if it is mostly hidden in a small shelter called a cubby.

The trap was properly marked, legal, including the baiting, and returned
to the trapper.

New Mexico allows trappers with a state permit to take furbearers includ-
ing badger, weasel, fox, ringtail, and bobcat during designated seasons. State
law makes it a crime to disturb a trap or release any animal other than a
domestic one.

"Trapping is an element of many wildlife-management programs," the
New Mexico Department of Game and Fish said in a statement released to
the Signpost. "In some cases, local populations of furbearers are controlled,
therefore helping to minimize human-wildlife conflicts and mitigate habitat
changes brought about by certain furbearer species."

An online report on an auction in July showed Western bobcat pelts fetch-
ing as much as $470 and better coyote pelts bringing $82.

In December 2017, trapping on U.S. Forest Service land in Las Huertas
Canyon above Placitas caused a stir after two residents released a fox from
an apparently unmarked, and therefore illegal, trap near the roadway. The
fox survived, and a photo of the animal went into wide circulation and
accompanied news coverage.

“Toby,” a Corgi mix, is back on the trail cruising through Bureau of Land Management
holdings in Placitas a week after being caught in a baited trap intended for coyotes

or regulated furbearing wildlife. In the background, his buddy “Boone” 
takes advantage of the break from hiking to sniff for a treat.

Scouts prepare 
for competition
Our Boy Scouts will be competing at the annual Klondike Derby to
be held February 1-3 at the council Gorham Scout Ranch above Chi-
mayo. They are looking forward to camping in the snow, competing
in Scout skills, and participating in the sled racing.

For Cub Scouts, the big events are the Pinewood Derby races with
model race cars they built themselves from a block of pine. Those
showing great speed will be invited to compete in the district wide
races to be held in April. Another annual event is the Blue and Gold
Banquet to be held February 27. The event celebrates the founding of
Boy Scouting in America 108 years ago, along with celebrating our
activities of the past year. 

Also in February (which is Scout Month) is a Scout Council service
project, Scouting For Food, in which food donations are gathered
and turned in to the Roadrunner Food Bank. Anyone wishing to 
participate may contact one of the numbers below.

The various Cub Scout dens have been busy during January with
physical fitness, religious observances, nature hikes, and citizenship.
As they complete the requirements for each adventure, the cub
scouts will be awarded the badge or pin for that activity.

For information, contact Amanda Griego at 507-1305 or David
Gardner at 867-4689.

YOUTH

The same day, a dog owner reported his dog was caught in a trap farther up
the canyon.

Toby's owner said the experience has motivated her to join in lobbying the
Legislature for a bill expected to be introduced to ban trapping on public land
in the state. The New Mexico Wildlife Protection and Public Safety Act, which
failed in the 2017 Legislature, is being sponsored by Reps. Bobby Gonzales, D-
Taos, and Matthew McQueen, D-Santa Fe, according to Animal Protection
New Mexico.

APNM said the TrapFree New Mexico coalition is calling the legislation
"Roxy's Law" in memory of a dog strangled to death in a snare trap in Novem-
ber as its owner struggled to release the snare. WildEarth Guardians is sup-
porting the legislation with billboards and bus and bus-shelter ads deployed
in Las Cruces and Albuquerque directing people to the TrapFreeNM.org web-
site.

In late January WildEarth Guardians reported at least five dogs had been
caught in traps during the current trapping season. While Toby is not named,
in addition to Roxy those include a dog now recovering in Santa Fe County,
one in Valencia County that lost a leg and one euthanized due to extensive
injuries.

There is no reporting requirement or penalty for trapping dogs, and the true
toll of trapping on New Mexico wildlife is unknown, according to a January 25
news release from WildEarth Guardians.

"The existence of trapping by a miniscule subset of the population using
New Mexico's public lands is in direct conflict with one of the state's most
valuable economic strengths: outdoor recreation," the organization said in the
release. The group contends trapping wildlife as a control on carnivore popu-
lations is not supported by scientific studies.

On November 30, 2018, state Game and Fish staff presented possible
changes to trapping regulations following stakeholder meetings earlier in the
year. The Game Commission took no action after discussion of mandatory
education for new trappers beginning with the 2020-21 licensing year, increas-
ing trap setbacks to fifty yards from trails and roads and 0.5 miles from public-
use areas and adding trailhead signs about trapping in the area.

Game officials said the dog encounters they investigate often involve inexpe-
rienced trappers who have chosen problematic places to place their traps.

"To the trappers: don't fear this process," Commission Chairman Paul Kien-
zle said, according to the meeting minutes. "There may be some changes, but I
am sympathetic to the fact that this isn't just a hobby for some folks, it is a
livelihood.”

A representative of the New Mexico Trappers Association said the organiza-
tion opposes changing the regulations. The group noted the existence of pet
leash laws and does favor educating all public lands users on the safety pre-
cautions they need to take to protect their pets.

"Everybody has a right to use (public lands) whether you're hunting, trap-
ping, or hiking," James Dawson said. "It would be only be wise for people that

AN IMAL NEW S

Wildlife trap nabs Placitas dog as Legislature ponders trapping ban
~BILL DIVEN

—continued next page
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Email your animal 
photos to “Lalo” at: 

email@sandovalsignpost.com

LALO’S
PET

PRINTS

Conveniently located at

4192 Hwy 528 (just South of 550)

Rio Rancho, NM 87144 

Call 505-771-3311

Open: Mon-Fri 8am-6pm • Saturdays 8am-4pm

Closed Sundays and major holidays

Excellent care for your family pet
Coronado Pet Hospital is a state-of-the-art, clean, and comfortable 

veterinary clinic with a wide variety of veterinary services for total pet care.

Coronado's compassionate and experienced staff is fully equipped to

treat dogs, cats, and many exotic species with general and emergency 

veterinary services, surgery, dental care, and prescription pet foods.

Stop by to meet our staff or call for an appointment today.

Mmm. 
Nose.

“Lalo”

First-ever Cedar Wax Wing photo for me in Placitas
—Todd Renneckar

Male Flicker digs for a drink on the bird bath
—Todd Renneckar

are out there with the dogs to familiarize yourselves with how to take a dog
out of a trap if it gets caught.

"I believe there are very few issues with dogs, but the media blows it up."
State Land Commission Stephanie Garcia Richard, who took office January

1, announced she will move to ban traps, snares, and poisons on the nine mil-
lion acres of state trust land she oversees. The proposed state law would cover
the trust land and the nearly 27 million acres of federal land in the state.

AN IMAL HOT L I N E
A service to help reunite lost and found pets 

with their people.  

If you lose or find an animal in Sandoval County, 
email the information to:

email@sandovalsignpost.com
We will place it in the upcoming issue’s 

Classified section at no charge. 
If the animal you reported no longer needs 

attention, please email the Signpost by the 20th 
of the month to have the listing not included 

in the upcoming issue.

The Animal Hotline is a free service of the Signpost. 

from page 26

–––Trapping
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Paws N’ Claws Pet Care
In-Home Pet Care serving:

Placitas, Rio Rancho & Corrales

Overnight Pet Care serving: Santa Fe

Pet Sitting • Pet Waste Removal

505-440-0875
PawsNClaws02@gmail.com

Deb Stichmann
Licensed/Insured

bernalillopetcarecenter.com

HOUND DAWG
House & Pet Sitters

• In-Home & Overnight Pet Care
• Dog Walking Services

• Experienced Horse People
• 25 Years Experience in 

Adopting, Rescuing and Caring 
for Horses, Cats & Dogs

• Retired Couple 
• Longtime Placitas Residents

CALL
505-264-2886
Bonded & Insured

ROSA’S HOUSECLEANING SERVICE, LLC
~ Family Business in Bernalillo ~

Licensed  • Free Estimates
References Provided

505-379-8652  •  505-990-2053

PLACITAS HOUSEKEEPING

Local resident • 25 years experience
References provided • Placitas area

Lesia Graham — 448-1152 / 415-2680

ALL CREATURES PETSITTING. Loving, fun care. 
Vacation, business, emergencies. Placitas/Bernalillo. 
Call Karen at 977-0426.

RESPONSIBLE PET- & HOUSE-SITTER AVAILABLE—
Responsible, mature woman seeks house-sitting position.
Pets and barn animals lovingly cared for. Short and 
long-term situations. References. Please call Lois at 
575-519-8498.

CLA S S I F I E D S
To place a classified ad, 

email your ad or questions to: 

email@sandovalsignpost.com 

(Includes a free posting on the Signpost website.)

For further information, visit: 

www.sandovalsignpost.com 

or call the Signpost office at 505-867-3810. 

AN IMAL S AN IMAL S
~CONT I NUED~

CLA S S E S

ART  /  MU S IC

WILDLIFE RESCUE—Call 505-344-2500. 
An all-volunteer wildlife rescue program to assist injured 
or orphaned wildlife. A service of the Rio Grande Nature 

Center in Albuquerque, New Mexico.

DESERT FLOWER CARPET & STEAM CLEANING
CARPET AND FURNITURE SPECIALISTS 

We steam clean wool and silk area rugs, too, 
plus your tile, grout and stone 

867-4493  •  www.desertflowercleancarpets.com

Camp Pa   sitive
Where your dog can come stay and play

Offering day camp and overnights at our home.
150 Camino de la Rosa Castilla
Phone: 867-4408

Make a reservation for your pup to come play with us.

Now Open in Placitas Bridget Cobb—Proprietor

NON-LETHAL SNAKE REMOVAL
~ ~ ~ Any kind of snake ~ ~ ~

Donations accepted for payment. 
Call Moises—321-3600

CLEAN I Ng

A N I N D E P E N D E N T L O C A L N E W S P A P E R

S A N D O V A L

—“CLASSES,” continued next column—“ANIMALS,” continued next column

CLA S S E S
~CONT I NUED~

Chris Livingston, Master Music Instructor
Want to learn Piano, Guitar, Bass, Ukulele or Theory?

Like Jazz, Rock, Classical, Funk? What’s your Style? 

Call Chris for LESSONS in his home or yours!
B.A. in Music • 20 yrs. Instructor & Performer

Certified in Early Childhood Teaching
Reasonable rates • Gentle approach to teaching/learning

505-980-4322 • Chrisguitarpiano@gmail.com

~ ART CLASSES—OIL AND WATERCOLOR ~
Beginning to Advanced • Adults and Kids 

Michael Campbell Studio in the Village of Placitas. 
Custom murals also available. Call 505-203-5167 for info.

ANNOUNCEMENT S
FINANCIAL INVESTOR’S COFFEE CLUB IN 
PLACITAS—Lonnie Brink, a local Edward Jones financial
advisor, will host a Coffee Club at 9:30 a.m. on Thursday,
January 17 (the third Thursday of every month) at the
Placitas Cafe. Seating may be limited. To reserve a seat,
call Melanie at (505) 867-9635. 

WANTED—UPRIGHT BASS AND ACOUSTIC 
GUITAR PLAYERS—We are reconfiguring an existing
band (contemporary and classic folk; bluegrass; and 
eclectic rock and pop arrangements)—Seeking to fill two
vacancies for upright bass and acoustic guitar. We are two
experienced vocalists of liberal mindset—one a fiddle
player who also plays guitar; and the other a mandolinist
who also plays guitar and bass. Our goal is 1-2 gigs 
a month in Bernalillo and Sandoval Counties with 
occasional bookings in Santa Fe. Candidates must have
prior band experience and be disciplined. Ability to 
harmonize vocally is a plus. Call 575-517-9136.

The Art Of
Cleaning A Home

• Insured

• References

• Member of ARCSI

• Certified Cleaners

Call for Free Estimate

(505) 818-4348 • michaelleaburns@gmail.com

AN IMAL HOT L I N E
A service to help reunite lost and found pets 

with their people.  

If you lose or find an animal in Sandoval County, 
email the information to:

email@sandovalsignpost.com
We will place it in the upcoming issue’s 

Classified section at no charge. 
If the animal you reported no longer needs 

attention, please email the Signpost by the 20th 
of the month to have the listing not included 

in the upcoming issue.

The Animal Hotline is a free service of the Signpost. 
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—“GROUND WORK / LANDSCAPING,” continued next column

gROUND WORK :
/  LAND SCAP I NG

gROUND WORK :
/  LAND SCAP I NG

~CONT I NUED~

NEXT TO PUBLIC LAND $35,000—1.3 acre with no
restrictions located next to over 3,000 acres of public land
in Placitas! Level lot with views in all directions! Dave
Harper 263-2266 Placitas Realty 867-8000.

FIXER-UPPER ON 5 ACRES $219,000—360 degree
views! Level land in Placitas with no restrictions, located
just 1,000 feet from public land, with a 1,590 sq. ft. home
that needs some work. Land can be easily divided into 2
lots! Brand new 520-foot-deep well! Placitas Realty 867-
8000 Dave Harper 263-2266. 

NEW PRICE! READY TO BUILD—On lot next to the Las
Huertas stream. Power and shared well stubbed to the lot.
Nice western sunset views. $59,000 with owner financing
possible. Porter 263-3662. La Puerta Real Estate Services,
LLC 867-3388.

40 ACRES IN PLACITAS $100,000—Huge tract next to
public land on paved road with views of Sandias,
Cabezon, Jemez, Mesas & Mt Taylor. Motivated sellers!
Placitas Realty, Dave 867-8000 or 263-2266.

CONVENIENT LOT IN PLACITAS $55,000—1.3 acre lot
that is just 2 miles from I-25. Placitas Realty 867-8000
Dave Harper 263-2266.

PLACITAS HOMESTEADS $64,000—2-acre lot with
water, power, phone, cable and natural gas. Sandia views
and dramatic views of the sunsets! Bank financing avail-
able! Motivated sellers! Placitas Realty 867-8000 Dave
Harper 263-2266. 

NORTHERN NM STYLE! $449,000—Energy efficient,
straw bale construction in Placitas, 3,813 sq. ft. with 3 BR
+ office, great room, 2nd living room, 2.5 baths, 2-car
garage, and outstanding mesa views! Contact Dave 263-
2266, Placitas Realty 867-8000.

VINTAGE ADOBE ON A TWO-ACRE HILLTOP LOT
WITH FABULOUS VIEWS—The main house has remod-
eled kitchen, master bath and a newer dining room while
the compound includes modern charming Casita, studio,
workshop and two-car garage. No CC&Rs, so guesthouse
could be a rental. True artist’s haven! $575,000. Call Porter
263-3662, La Puerta Real Estate Services, LLC 867-3388.

FOR SA LE :
HOME S  /  LAND

FOR SA LE  
M I SCE L LANEOU S

WILD CHERRY FARMS IN THE VILLAGE OF PLAC-
ITAS—With fruit trees, vineyard, and cottonwoods all
around. Five lots with underground power, natural gas,
water and cable. Great northwestern mesa views and nes-
tled into the Sandia foothills. $82,000 each. Porter 263-
3662. La Puerta Real Estate Services, LLC 867-3388.

Tom Mankowsky
LAWN SPRINKLERS

Repairs / Installation • 892-7215 or 250-0301

Lic.#29769 We’re specialists in Landscaping & Outdoor Living
If you can imagine it, we can create it.

Call 221-8052 for free estimate
References/Pictures on Request • www.nmlandscaping.com

Licensed/Bonded/Insured/Lic. #60178
A-Rating - Angie’s List • AAA - Better Business Bureau

Sprinkler & Drip Systems  
Concrete, Flagstone & Brick Work

Block Walls & Stucco Work • Additions & Remodels 
Kiva Fireplaces, Banco Seating, Outdoor Kitchens

Portals, Patio Covers, Decks, Retaining Walls 
Terracing , Sod, Gravel & Planting

W H E L C H E L
Landscaping and Construct ion Co.
SAVE 10% off our already competitive prices
when you MENTION this SIGNPOST AD!

NOW is a great time to SAVE MONEY 
on Landscaping, Concrete Work, Paved Patios, 

Patio Covers, Gravel Work & more!

FOREVERBLOOM—A HORTICULTURE AND 
ARBORICULTURE BUSINESS. Services include: 
Consulting, landscape design, plant care, pre-purchase 
inspection and selection. Disease and pest infestation 
control. Tree appraisals and landscape restoration. 
30 yrs. exp. Please give me a call—Virginia Escamilla at
505-379-8890.

DALE’S TREE SERVICE—Pruning, removals, stumps,
hauling and mowing. 28 years experience. Dale Roberts,
505-473-4129 or 505-977-1981.

EXCLUSIVE COUNTRY LIVING 
REMOTELY CLOSE, IN PLACITAS! 

Build your dream home on a rare 7.5+ acre parcel 
that allows freedom to breathe, garden, keep horses,

and more. The property is subdivided into 
three 2.5-acre lots with gorgeous 60-mile views. 

Buy one or have all three at a 10% discount. 
Shared well and utilities are ready (including 

buried wire for cable TV/Internet). A moss rock 
arroyo provides private-park walking and space 
for a teepee! The 560-acre Placitas Open Space is 

right next door. For further details or to have a look: 
Contact Sandy Poling—505-250-0879

sandy@PlacitasProperty.com
www.PlacitasProperty.com

La Puerta Real Estate Service, LLC, 867-3388

2 MULTI-ESTATE AUCTIONS
SAT. FEB 2 and SAT, FEB. 23—10 AM - 

Preview: Fri.—10am-6pm & Sat.—8am
1615 University Blvd. NE 

(Rear Building behind Associated General Contractors )

We have again been contracted to liquidate at 
PUBLIC AUCTION some EXCELLENT ESTATES

and a Santa Fe Hotel Remodel that include 
FINE FURNITURE ( Bedrooms, Living Rooms, 
Dining Rooms and Offices, Leather Sofas and 
Loveseats, Recliners, ...), Antique Furniture, 

ANTIQUES AND COLLECTIBLES,
GOLD and SILVER JEWELRY, 

Various Collections of Pocket and other Watches, 
Pocket Knifes, Hummels, Doll Collection, 

CERAMICS AND GLASSWARE, FINE ART, 
Vintage Fishing Gear, Hunting Gear and Ammo, 

50+ Handsewn Quilts, Oriental Carpets . . . 

MUCH TOO MUCH TO LIST! 
Pictures and listing will be posted for each sale at

www.spectrumauctionllc.com
Terms: Cash, Debit or Credit
Great Food by the famous 

La Casita Food Truck of Bernalillo

SPECTRUM AUCTION LLC 
505-867-7911—Placitas Office 

228-9699—Jake’s Cel

Rebuilding Together Sandoval County 
CHARITY SALE—854 Camino Don Tomas, Bernalillo
Store hours: Every Friday & Saturday 10 AM to 2 PM

Open for business and to accept donations every 
Friday and Saturday. New items arriving weekly.

Deliver donations to facility during store hours on 
Friday or Saturday, or contact Janice at 867-1139 

or help@rebuildingtogethersandoval.org.
Donations are tax deductible as allowed by law. 

We will provide you with a tax receipt.

2000 FLAGSTAFF POP-UP CAMPER 
Fold down—
great shape.

Donated to 
Watermelon
Mountain Ranch
Value $2,500.
Sell for 
$1,600.

To see, call Kevin at 1-747-274-0697.

BLOOMING NATIVE GARDENS
PROFESSIONAL XERISCAPE DESIGN, 
INSTALLATION & MAINTENANCE

• Xeriscape design, installation & maintenance
• Installation & repair of irrigation & water features
• Over 30 yrs experience in native/non-native plants
• Offering maintenance schedule to fit your needs
• 10% off Spring Clean-up for new Placitas customers
• Installation from sod & plants to flagstone patios 

& block walls

BASED IN PLACITAS • CALL NOW TO SCHEDULE

505-440-0875
Visit our website: bloomingnativegardens.com

Recommended by Angie’s List • References furnished • Lic/Ins



High Noon
Pest Control

505-269-0603

DAVID PERKINS  •  LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

• No Long-term Contracts
• Rodent Exclusion • Snake Control
www.HighNoonPestControl.com

S I gNPOS T
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—“SERVICES,” continued next page—“HEALTH / SPIRIT / BEAUTY,” continued next column
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SMART  •  AFFORDABLE  •  EXPERIENCED
Schedule your FREE consultation today.

In NEED?
Call WEED.

(505) 771-3544

HE L P  WANTED

HOME CARE COOPERATIVE CAREGIVERS: 
Passion for service to seniors and persons with disabilities
in Placitas. Only experienced caregivers need apply. Call
505-867-2000 for application or walk in to 906 So. Camino
del Pueblo in Bernalillo.

RENT  /  LEA S E

NEXT TO FOREST—Hike from backyard! 3 bed, 2 bath,
2-car garage. Clean and move-in ready! $1,225 per month
on lease. Placitas Realty 867-8000, Janice 250-6946.

WINDOW 
BOX

CAPERS 

—by Rudi Klimpert

Mindful Strokes MOBILE MASSAGE 
Chair or Table to You! Your place or ABQ location.

RiverStoneCate.com • 505-401-4015 Lic. #MT4607 
Craniosacral & Certified Lymphatic Massage 
CBD Herbal Therapy • Fragrance-Free Office

PLACITAS CHIROPRACTIC
505-620-3312

Dr. Mary Lou Skelton

Caregiver
25 years  experience

excellent references
elderly / disabled

will work in your home
Available Sun. thru Sat. • 7 Days A Week
Call (505) 220-1167 or (505) 867-9092

Placitas Del Salon
505-867-6361 

FULL SERVICES SALON
Your Homestead Village Salon!

221 Hwy. 165, Ste. I, Placitas 87043 • Next to “Alive Fitness Studio”

PlacitasDelSalon@gmail.com • www.PlacitasDelSalon.com

All things are possible with a little LOVE!
We are grateful for you, Sandoval County!!!

Tibetan Cranial Sessions by appt.
Tibetan Cranial info, visit: www.atmabodhyoga.com

FEEL BETTER. 
Book a massage today! 

Massage therapy in your home.
$1/min. + $20 per house call • 16 years experience.

Norah Harris, LMT #3503. Placitas local.  

505-373-7555

HEALTH  /  S P I R I T
/  BEAUTY

GREAT LOCAL REFERENCES
505-377-7488 • eligamayhew@yahoo.com

• PAINTING/STAINING

• CONSTRUCTION • FRAMING

• HOME MAINTENANCE

• STUCCO • TEXTURING

• DRYWALL/DRYWALL REPAIR

• CARPENTRY • GENERAL LABOR

• LANDSCAPING/GARDENING

• MOLD REMEDIATION

• TRASH REMOVAL

• WINDOW CLEANING

DEMOLITION • WOOD RESTORATION • FREE ESTIMATES

FEBRUARY 2019 SPECIAL:
HOME WATER SOFTENER
CLEAN-OUT—ONLY $99!

LICENSED & INSURED 
LIC. #NXTM7EOJFX-00-GL

WATERMELON MOUNTAIN RANCH IN RIO 
RANCHO HAS SEVERAL JOB OPPORTUNITIES

DRIVER: If you are interested in making some 
pocket money, we need a driver twice a month to 
pick up donations in our box truck. Clean drivers 

license and must be able to lift furniture with a helper. 
VET TECH: For surgeries on Wednesdays and 

Thursdays, three times a month. Must be experienced.
VET ASSISTANT: Need someone to order supplies, do
paperwork, and administer medications to assist staff in
our vet clinic. Must be able to work Friday, Saturday and

Sunday. Possible full-time depending upon applicant. 
KENNEL WORKERS: Part-time and full-time. 

Different shifts available. Must be able to lift 40 lbs. 
and be a dog lover.

Send resumes/letters of interest to 
Sophiawmr@aol.com. No phone calls please.

MASSAGE and REFLEXOLOGY
Call Evelyn Clark

505-670-5683
Lic. # MT 4354  •  Info at:

bodyshopbysusan.com



Painting by
United Services

Residential • Commercial
All Paints & Refinishes • Int./Ext.

General Maintenance
Handyman • Stucco Repairs

505.250.6646
Licensed, Insured & Bonded
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!No job too small
FREE ESTIMATES!
Call Scott 600-2394

O'HARA PAINTING—Quality craftsmanship. 
Professional service. Clean and efficient. Low VOC 
paint products. Licensed, Bonded and Insured. Check 
references at: nextdoor.com. Call Kieran O'Hara for a 
free estimate. 505-699-6253 (land lines: dial 505).

HOMEOWNERS’ HANDYMAN SERVICES—Carpentry,
decks, doors, landscaping, painting, tile, windows. Free
estimates. Call 505-313-1929.

S ERV ICE S
~CONT I NUED~

“NEAR / FAR”       —A stereogram by Gary Priester

TO VIEW THE STEREOGRAM: Hold the image close to your wide open eyes and look “through” the image, not focusing on it, 
then slowly move the image away maintaining the blurred focus. Let your brain work to see the hidden image in 3D. 

Visit: facebook.com/Eyetricks3DStereograms to see images that change each week or visit: eyetricks-3d-stereograms.com.
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Home Improvements & Repairs
Interior & Exterior Painting

Plaster • Tile • Drywall • Stucco
General Maintenance • Handyman Services

Call Mark @ 505-404-8090
Email:  handymanhelper2@gmail.com

Proudly serving Placitas and Surrounding Areas

A to Z Repairs

HOUSE PAINTING—40 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
Hello, I’m Steve Russo. I live in Placitas and specialize in residen-

tial interior and small exterior painting. I’m neat, reliable, and 
will give you a free written estimate. Call anytime 908-278-8785 

THANK YOU for your support of Signpost advertisers.
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