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Opponents fear mischief
as BLM slows plan release

—BILL DIVEN
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~BILL DIVEN
Yet another delay in releasing a plan for managing gravel-rich
federal land in Placitas is raising concerns about limiting public
comment on the final documents.
Those concerns, and others, prompted two actions by the
Sandoval County Commission at recent meetings. One protests
the possible shortening of the comment periods; the other urges
Congress to permanently withdraw from mineral development
the more than 4,100 acres in Placitas under control of the Bureau
of Land Management (BLM).
Both resolutions sponsored by Commissioner Katherine Bruch
of Placitas passed unanimously with bipartisan support. Four
gravel mines currently line western Placitas, all raising issues of
air quality, health effects, water use, fallen home values, and
threats to economic development of the growing residential community.
Bruch said reducing the public-comment period from thirty
days to 15 would effectively remove the commission from
expressing a formal opinion on the pending BLM Resource Management Plan (RMP) covering a broad area that includes Placitas.
"The way our meetings are scheduled, two a month, we'd literally be cut out of the process," Bruch told the Signpost, citing the
public-notice requirements for government actions. "It takes
about two meetings to get anything accomplished."
Withdrawing the land from mineral development would benefit the health of current residents and keep the area attractive to
newcomers, particularly retirees, who benefit the local economy
more than gravel mining, she added. While the value of the
gravel is significant, the county receives little financial benefit
since it's taxed through sales in Bernalillo County.
"The dollar signs certainly are in their eyes," Bruch continued.
"Corporations and possibly a few locals will profit, but it will
hurt the rest of us."
The BLM earlier announced the Rio Puerco Field Office RMP
would be released sometime this summer. The field office handles nearly a million acres of BLM lands in six counties plus 3.6
million acres of subsurface mineral rights.
Rumors began circulating in July that the RMP would be
delayed again, and, in August, a BLM spokesperson told the
Signpost that the release is now targeted for early next year.
Separately, the Department of the Interior, parent agency to the
BLM, and the White House Council on Environmental Quality
are rewriting rules on how to apply the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA) in preparing documents like an RMP. The
rewrite follows a presidential executive order signed two years
ago, touted as streamlining the process of developing environmental-impact statements (EIS).
Critics contend the intent is to speed up decisions favoring
industry while limiting public involvement. That could affect
responses to the local RMP, depending on when it's released and
any new NEPA rules become final.
The new rules also could reduce the "consistency review" from
sixty days to thirty, which governors perform to see how proposed decisions align with state laws and policies.
For its part, the BLM says the delay is needed to update the
draft RMP released in 2012 as a replacement for the current plan
—continued on page 5
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This conceptual graphic, adapted from Keep550Moving.com, overlays the continuous-flow
intersection planned at U.S. Highway 550 and State Road 528 where Bernalillo, Rio Rancho,
and Santa Ana Pueblo join. The added red arrows show new turn lanes on the south intended
to lessen conflicts between turning and through traffic on US 550.

Here it comes:
the U.S. Highway 550 rebuild
~SIGNPOST STAFF
The long-awaited, and in some minds dreaded, final overhaul of U.S. Highway 550
through Bernalillo now has a lead contractor with plans to start construction late in
October.
The $24 million dollar project to widen two miles of the highway to six lanes was
awarded to Arizona-based FNF Construction Inc., according to the New Mexico
Department of Transportation. The official start date is October 28 after the conclusion
of the Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta, NMDOT district public information
officer Kimberly Gallegos said.
The contract allows five hundred calendar days to add a new lane in each direction
plus bicycle lanes, medians that will limit left turns, and reconfigure intersections. The
major intersection work will be at US 550 and State Road 528, the northern access point
to and from Rio Rancho (and its thousands of commuters).
There, a "continuous flow" intersection, the first in metro Albuquerque, will displace
turning lanes for west-to-south and north-to-east traffic away from the through lanes.
West-to-south traffic will actually cross the eastbound lanes to queue in the new lanes
intended to help keep traffic moving.
Like the "single-point urban interchange" NMDOT designed on US 550 when FNF
rebuilt the Interstate 25 interchange several years ago, drivers will face a learning curve
on dealing with the new configuration.
The project extends from State Road 313/Camino del Pueblo in Bernalillo to just
beyond the NM 528 intersection in Rio Rancho. The Rio Grande bridge already has
been widened with the third westbound lane extending from there to NM 528.
That earlier work also installed signaled U-turns added to make up for the loss of left
turns for traffic exiting Sheriffs Posse Road. More of those U-turns are planned.
Some of the work relocating utilities has been completed as well. Businesses on either
side of the highway will lose some of their frontage.
FNF's previous project, which widened US 550 to six lanes from I-25 to Camino del
Pueblo, was not without problems and disputes between FNF and NMDOT. The work
wrapped up late in 2014, about nine months beyond the contract deadline, and led to
FNF seeking nearly $6 million in additional payments.
Two motorists also died in the construction zone—one a motorcyclist whose family
attorney alleged that he was confused by FNF's traffic controls when struck by a semi.
The other was a Placitas man crushed when part of a modular home being moved
through the Camino del Pueblo intersection snagged a low-slung wire to a temporary
traffic light pulling a pole down on the man's truck.
Design information and updates during construction can be found on the project
website: Keep550Moving.com.
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adopted in 1986.
"Since so much time has passed, there is a need to update resources with more
recent data, utilize current methods of analysis in the EIS, and incorporate more
recent court decisions," Cathy Garber, chief of communications for the BLM
New Mexico State Office, said in an email to the Signpost. "Resources impacted
include but are not limited to: the oil and gas Reasonably Foreseeable Development Scenario, water quantity, water quality, air quality, socio-economics, and
cultural resources."
If the RMP is released first, it would not be affected by any new NEPA rules,
she added.
While no dates have been set, Congress may take some action this month on
the Buffalo Tract Protection Act. Named for the largest of the BLM parcels in
Placitas, the bill would withdraw those lands from mineral development.
In the House, the bill sponsored by Reps. Deb Haaland and Ben Ray Luján,
both D-N.M., may have its first hearing before a subcommittee. The Senate version, introduced by Democratic Sens. Martin Heinrich and Tom Udall, already
has been through a subcommittee and is ready for a full committee to approve,
amend, or reject it.
Whether either bill can pass both houses and be signed by the president
remains an open question.
"I'll be damned if I'm going to support any mining expansion in the Buffalo
Tract area," Commissioner Jay Block of Rio Rancho said during the August 22
commission meeting. "I'd like to see Placitas grow… We're fully behind our New
Mexico congressional delegation to prevent any further mining in the Placitas
area."
Brent Francis, a newcomer to Placitas, told commissioners it was the natural
beauty of Placitas that brings retirees here.
"You degrade the attractiveness of the environment with gravel mining, you
remove that motivation that would bring in a lot of money to Placitas and Sandoval County," he said.
While the BLM has said it won't accept any offers for lease or sale of the Placitas lands until there's a final decision on the RMP, it did grant Vulcan Materials
Company permits to drill test holes within the Buffalo Tract. Vulcan, which
owns three of the four quarries bordering western Placitas, completed that
drilling earlier this year.
Vulcan earlier settled a lawsuit the county filed against the previous owner of
—continued next page
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its mine between residential neighborhoods and the Interstate 25 frontage road
near State Road 165. That lawsuit alleged
zoning violations in how the Placitas Pit,
which had been cited for alleged air-quality violations, was expanding.
Neighbors of the quarry, through the Eastern Sandoval Citizens Association Land Use Protection Trust, intervened in the lawsuit and blocked an initial settlement. They also argued, in part, that an earlier zoning agreement
required the mine to already be shut down.
In the settlement, Vulcan agreed to close the mine earlier than planned,
but it will still operate into 2027.
Additional information on local efforts can be found on the websites of the
citizens association (ES-CA.org) and the Las Placitas Association
(LasPlacitas.org).

Assault on horse virus shows
possible signs of success
~BILL DIVEN
While an insect-borne virus that
mostly afflicts horses continues to
spread in other states, there are signs
it may be tamping down in New
Mexico.
On August 19, the last update
before the Signpost deadline, the federal Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) reported no
new quarantines of New Mexico
horse facilities since the previous
week. Quarantines had been lifted on
a dozen facilities where vesicular
stomatitis virus (VSV) had been confirmed or suspected.
Overall, 63 horse premises—seven
in Sandoval County—had been quarantined in 12 counties since the outbreak was first reported in late June.
So far, the virus, which sickens livestock for about two weeks but is
rarely fatal, has been limited to
horses in New Mexico, according to
APHIS.
No human cases, generally associated with handling sick animals,
have been reported.
State Veterinarian Dr. Ralph Zimmerman told the Signpost that the
number of positive tests for VSV also
has gone down.
"For the last two weeks we've had
a significant number of negatives,"
Zimmerman said. "For the first six
weeks of this whole thing, we never
saw a negative… Everything came
back positive."
The virus typically slows down as
cold weather reduces the insect population and could reappear next year,
he added.
State inspectors also have been at
work at livestock gatherings such as
the recent Sandoval County Fair in
Cuba where a rodeo horse and show
animal were turned away over signs
of possible infection. Susceptible livestock entering the State Fair also will
be checked, Zimmerman said.
Sandoval County continues to treat
areas where the virus has been con-

firmed or suspected or where horse
owners request insecticide fogging as
a precaution. Mosquitoes, some flies,
and particularly biting midges are
the main targets.
When the virus was first confirmed, the county expanded its vector control program, normally aimed
at mosquitoes carrying diseases like
West Nile Virus.
"We're focused, point-specific, on
our applications," said Dr. Paul Sandoval of Roadrunner Public Health,
the county's vector-control contractor. "We're not doing random fogging
down the streets.
"We're working where the sick animals are, and we're trying to keep it
from moving out of those areas."
Sandoval declined to identify the
specific properties being treated as
have the federal reports.
Horses at two Placitas facilities
developed the mouth lesions and
other symptoms common with VSV,
he said. Those, and the cases in Rio
Rancho, were a surprise since they
were in dry areas—midges and other
vectors are more common around
watercourses and irrigated fields,
Sandoval said.
Wind likely carried the insects to
those areas, he added.
Numerous Placitas residents, many
concerned about the effects of fogging on all types of bees and other
pollinators, have contacted Sandoval
and the county to opt out of any
spraying around their properties.
Warning labels on the insecticides
being used note that they are lethal
for bees and other insects receiving
direct exposure on blooming crops or
weeds.
And they can be deadly for fish
and aquatic invertebrates if allowed
to enter bodies of water. There are no
references to larger animals being at
risk from proper spraying.
Sandoval has acknowledged some
bees may be killed in the fogging
—continued next page
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even though the dilute solution is
carefully targeted. Among the false
information in circulation, he
added, are claims that his company
is spraying from aircraft and that
he is using glyphosate, a controversial substance known by the trade
name Roundup, which is an herbicide, not an insecticide.
"We'll continue the program
through October or first freeze,
whichever comes first," Sandoval
said. "Then we'll start up again in
the spring with larvicide for
midges and mosquitoes."
Larvicides attack the insects at
their source before they hatch, generally in mud or standing water,
but once they take to the air, fogging is the only control, he added.
There are no vaccines to prevent
VSV. The New Mexico Livestock
Board recommends livestock owners implement insect-control plans,
isolate suspect animals, and use
protective gear like disposable
gloves when handling the animals.
Owners participating in rodeos
and other events are encouraged to
use fly spray and not share grooming equipment, water buckets, or
handle other people's animals.
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Masterson to lead Sandoval County fire, EMS department
~BILL DIVEN
Credit actor George Clooney for drawing a young
Eric Masterson into the fire service, even though
the megastar's mid-1980s breakout TV role in “ER”
was an emergency-room doctor, not a firefighter.
“I thought that was the coolest show in the
world,” Masterson told the Signpost shortly before
the August 23 badge-pinning ceremony, recognizing him as the new chief of what is now known as
Sandoval County Fire and Rescue. The goal was to
become a doctor, although more likely a cardiologist since he was fascinated by the workings of the
human heart.
As a high school sophomore in Montrose, Colorado, Masterson applied to an intern program, but
the juniors and seniors already had secured the
emergency-room spots. There was, however, an
intern opening with the fire department where his
first calls involved a fire and a rollover crash where
people were ejected.
“I was hooked after those two calls,” Masterson,
now 34, said. “I always knew I wanted to do something that had an impact on people… I knew I
could be helping people on what may be the worst
day of their life.”
Continuing internships through graduation, he
found he didn’t like emergency rooms. The University of New Mexico then beckoned with Masterson
starting in a paramedic program there and finishing
with a degree in emergency medical services (EMS)
administration from Eastern New Mexico University.
He’s now pursuing a master’s degree in public
safety administration.
Launching a career in the fire service began when

~CONTINUED
the county’s then-EMS Chief Kyle Thornton came
through one of his classes in late 2005 looking for
volunteers. Taking various jobs allowed Masterson
to become a Sandoval County volunteer until a promotion to a paid part-time position gave him the
freedom to put himself through paramedic school
and pursue firefighter training at the New Mexico
Fire Academy in Socorro.
Covering various shifts as needed also provided
something else. “It got me a ton of experience
rather quickly,” he said.
The job became full-time in 2012 under Chief
John Tibbetts, who had been appointed in 2004 to
develop a fire and EMS system with full-time career
personnel while bolstering the volunteer departments. Tibbetts’ hiring came after a consultant's
report said the county needed both money and
coordination to develop a professional fire and rescue service.
County voters agreed to extending a sales tax
covering equipment and imposing a property tax
supporting EMS services. About eighty percent of
the department's emergency responses are on medical calls.
The work continued under Chief James Maxon
after Tibbetts died in a 2012 crash on Interstate 25
when another driver struck the median wall and
rebounded into the chief's department vehicle.
Maxon stepped down in February and has since
become the fire chief in Fountain, Colorado.
Along the way, Masterson was promoted to lieutenant, then deputy chief as fire marshal and overseeing operations and EMS. He was named interim
chief on Maxon's departure and was one of three

applicants for the permanent
job.
Masterson inherits a department with 36 full- and
part-time career firefighters, six command staff, and
about two hundred volunteers. But like other
departments, the average age of the volunteers is
rising as the rate of turnover among younger volunteers increases.
"People are leaving the fire service for other jobs,"
Masterson said. Growing the career staff and
adding stations would help support the volunteers
who often are first on the scene, he added.
"How do I get them help while being fiscally
responsible," he continued. "In deciding whether to
add career staff, there has to be demand."
One area of increasing need is U.S. Highway 550,
which carries cross-country traffic, commuters,
Four Corners truck movements, and people going
to and coming from recreation sites in the Jemez
Mountains and elsewhere. Traffic moves at interstate speeds with only a few feet of bare pavement
dividing the four-lane highway.
"That's where we see our demand," he said.
Masterson cited as an example a recent crash on
U.S. 550, northwest of San Ysidro, where three people were trapped in a vehicle. The volunteer
responders offered what aid they could, but it took
thirty minutes for personnel from Station 21 at
Santa Ana Pueblo to arrive with extrication equipment and the expertise to use it.
"If we had a truck in San Ysidro, we could have
been there in 15 minutes," he said.
Even as interim chief, Masterson faced headwinds as he sought to streamline the administra—continued next page
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Newly appointed Sandoval County Fire Chief Eric Masterson takes his oath of office
administered by County Commissioner Michael Meek, who recently retired as
Rio Rancho fire chief. Joining in the ceremony were Masterson's wife Jessie and
daughters Chloe (left) and Brianna. Son Daniel was out of town on an athletic trip.

from page 8——–Masterson
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~CONTINUED
tion, with the County Commission
agreeing to eliminate the Sandoval
County Chiefs Association. Under the previous ordinance governing fire and
emergency services, the county chief was required to consult the association on
all administrative, personnel, and budget matters.
Residents of La Madera in the far southeast corner of the county expressed
concern that giving the county chief more power over stations and staffing
might lead to closure of their station in favor of relying on a nearby Bernalillo
County firefighters.
The change produced a more direct chain of command with the county chief
in charge and answering to the county manager. Masterson contended during
the process that he would still be consulting with the district chiefs.
"There's been no lack of coordination, no lack of leadership," he said. "We can
still create one vision, one unified front, and move forward."
(For information on becoming a volunteer firefighter,
visit SandovalCountyNM.gov and
click on the Fire Department link
under Departments).

Cause of Placitas fire
still unsure
~SIGNPOST STAFF
Fire investigators have been unable to
determine whether a battery-powered
e-cigarette sparked a fire that did extensive
damage to a Placitas home.
A person in the home on Casa Terrenos
told investigators of hearing a pop and then
finding the fire. The person suggested an
e-cigarette, also known as a vaping device,
might have been responsible.
But Arson Investigator Jimmy Vigil of the
State Fire Marshal's Office told the Signpost
that problems were also found with electrical wiring at the same location.
"During our investigation we saw no
signs of foul play," Vigil said. "Based on our
investigation, the cause is undetermined…
We can't rule out an electrical cause or the
vaping device."
Vaping devices have been implicated in
other fires and personal injuries around the
country. The smoking device uses a
lithium-ion battery to power a heating
element that heats the liquid smoking
material.
The fire on June 19 heavily damaged the
kitchen and main living areas, leaving
smoke and water damage elsewhere. Firefighters from Bernalillo and Rio Rancho
were called in to assist in fighting the fire,
which also required water tenders, as there
were no hydrants in the area.
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gorgeous GARDEN HOMES in Diamond Tail, during the PLACITAS GARDEN TOUR! Sept. 8 • 9am-4pm

• Owner financing
• Builder subordination
• Most lots 2+ acres
• Pricing upon request

CALL TODAY!

A RO U N D
TO W N
Movie nights come
to Placitas land grant

—PHOTOS BY KYLE SKARTWED

Or call for your private appointment to visit this fabulous new development in Placitas.

~SIGNPOST STAFF
With a lot of help from some little friends, the Oso
Recreational Area continues to grow.
A project of the San Antonio de las Huertas Land
Grant, the space around the Oso irrigation pond
already saw its first public movie night in August.
Among those in the crowd for the animated feature
Coco were mid-schoolers from a summer camp that
made regular visits to help build trails, enhance the
picnic areas, and enclose the sheltered kitchen
space.
"A lot of people came out," land grant President
Rebecca Correa said. "We had a fire for s'mores,
sold popcorn and nachos, and watched a movie
under the stars."
The picnic and recreation area is part of an effort
that the land grant launched last year to create a
source of income and expand its outreach into the
larger Placitas community.
"We need to produce a revenue stream, and this is
how we'd like to do that, renting out our picnic
area and doing events for out community," Correa
said. "We really don’t have a place where people
can get together and get to know each other… I
think this is really a fulfillment of our forefathers'

(Above) After two summers of work by Placitas land grant
heirs and friends, the kitchen and outdoor-cooking area at
the Oso Recreation Area are nearing completion.
(left) Placitas land grant heirs and visiting volunteers laid
earthbags in buiding walls for the kitchen and cooking shelters
at the Oso Recreation Area.
visions for the community."
The next public event planned for September
20 will be dancing under the stars with music by a
DJ who is also a land grant heir. Details are posted
on the land grant website SADLHLG.org.
In 1768, 21 families petitioning the king of Spain
were presented with the land grant whose title
translates as St. Anthony of the Orchards. Initially
encompassing much of modern Placitas, areas to
the east and a portion of the Sandia Mountains, the
land grant board now administers about one thousand acres of common lands, including three cemeteries.
The common lands cover the recreation area and
its canyon, where snowmelt and springs provide
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the water for domestic use and irrigation in Placitas
village. More on this history can be found on the
land grant website.
While the picnic area is not yet ready for rentals,
the shelter built last year now has an enclosed
kitchen and a low wall around the exterior cooking
area. The walls, built with moistened earthbags that
act much like adobes when dried, have been plastered, but that part of the project is not quite finished.
"Land grant heirs were up there all summer
working," Rebecca Correa said. "We're still working
on it."

THE COMMUNITY SINCE

1988

A RO U N D TO W N
~CONTINUED

Kale close-up in Gronimics bed, one of
the many gardening techniques to see
along the Placitas Garden Tour.

Placitas Garden Tour
returns on
September 8
~SANDRA LIAKUS
The Placitas Garden Tour welcomes you
to attend the fourth annual Placitas
Garden Tour on September 8, from 9:00
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Come out to enjoy the
beautiful surroundings and discover the
secret gardens of Placitas in the fall. This
year, eight gardens, clustered around the
historic Village of Placitas, will be on display for our tour guests. The garden
owners have diligently maintained their
gardens throughout the summer, and

their properties will be a delight to view.
Sandoval County Master Gardeners and Placitas community volunteers will be available at each garden on
the tour to answer your horticulture and tour questions.
Enjoy a variety of home landscape designs, learn about
climate appropriate plants, and talk to the owners about
their experiences with creating and maintaining their
gardens.
The Placitas Garden Tour has invited a select group
of local landscape artists to paint "en plein air" in each
of the gardens. Enjoy watching their process as they

complete a portrait of the garden for the tour.
Tickets are available at local nurseries, La Puerta Real
Estate, the Merc Grocery, and the Placitas Community
Library. Advanced tickets will also be available for purchase online at www.placitasgardentour.com. The 2019
garden tour booklet with a concise Placitas map is your
physical ticket for admission to the tour gardens. Watch
for yellow tour banners and the iconic sunflower garden
directional signs.

REPLACE YOUR
ROOF NOW!
Don’t let the problem
get worse

ROOFING
TOPS THEM ALL

If your old roof is leaking
and causing interior stains,
 
to replace your roof today.

   
 
 
damage to your home –
contributing to the creation
of black mold, leaks, and



20% NO
OFF

12 MONTHS

WITH

"#"! !! !"  !""! !"!! 
"!  ""   ! ! "!!!"  
"  !! " "!""
free for years.

Call for your FREE in-home consultation:

INTEREST

PAYMENTS
MONEY DOWN

or LOW MONTHLY PAYMENTS*

DREAMSTYLE ROOFING OFFER ENDS SEPTEMBER 30TH

505-300-3924 • #"! !!!

*0% interest for 12 months available to well qualiﬁed buyers on approved credit only. Finance charges will be waived if promo balance is paid in full in 12 months. Not valid with other offers or previous orders. Valid on initial consultation only, Dreamstyle Remodeling, Inc. Lic. 91738
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WWW.SODECOWATER.COM

CBD products are hitting
the market everywhere!
So many items to chose from.
Avoid the confusion.
Come in for a ONE-ON-ONE
CONSULTATION with
our knowledgeable staff.
We'll help you ﬁnd the
best product for YOU!
10% DISCOUNT for seniors,
military & repeat customers!
Antiques & Collectibles
NOW 20% OFF!

3411 Girard NE
NM Lic. #80039

OPEN: Tues-Sat 9-6 ; Sun 9-3
4484 Corrales Rd, Corrales 87048
www.corraleshemporium.com

TURN OFF OR SHIELD YOUR OUTSIDE LIGHTS DOWNWARD

SEPTEMBER 2019 NIGHT SKY CALENDAR

September Night Sky
~CHARLIE CHRISTMANN
The Bible tells us that, “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the
Earth.” However, astrobiologists have a different take on how, and where,
life originated. Science tells us that life slowly evolves into more and more
sophisticated and complex forms over the eons. The problem is figuring out
just how the early Earth’s basic chemicals came together to create the first
single-celled life some 3.8 billion years ago.
To solve this conundrum, astrobiologists are starting to wonder if life did
not originate on Earth, but somewhere out in the cosmos. This idea is called
“panspermia.” There is some reasonable evidence to support this idea. Over
the last forty years, organic molecules have been found all over the solar
system and around other stars. More than 130 different organic molecules
have been detected in space, including sugars, ethanol, and amino acids. It
is the amino acids that are of interest; amino acids are used to build proteins
used by cells for almost everything.
Space agencies have sent probes to comets orbiting the sun: comet Wild 2
was visited in 2004 and comet 67P/Churyumov–Gerasimenko in 2014. In
both cases, glycine, an amino acid, was detected. Using this information,
some believe that comets brought these basic ingredients to Earth, and possibly more complex organics, which then joined together to formed life.
Another theory is that Mars became habitable much earlier than Earth in
our solar system history. While Earth was still cooling, Mars was ready for
life. Mars rovers and other probes have all but proven that Mars was much
more earth-like around four billion years ago, giving it a few hundred million year head start on Earth. It likely had an atmosphere, a warm climate
and oceans full of water—both important for life as we know it.
Meteorites found on Earth have been confirmed to have originated on
Mars, likely due to asteroid impacts that left large craters on Mars’ surface.
Those collisions were so large, chunks of the surface were blown off the
planet into space and eventually fell to Earth thousands and millions of
years later. One such meteorite, named ALH84001, was found in the Antarctic. When examined, structures were found resembling ancient bacteria. The

Key: r = rise, s = set, a = am, p = pm, Qtr = quarter, Mag = magnitude (negative values are brighter than positive
values), deg = degrees, N = north, E = east, S = south,W = west, Ill = Illumination. *next day, **previous day. Three
middle fingers together at arm’s length span 5 degrees; the width of your little finger at arm’s length is about 1 degree.

Johnson Space Center found it contained a combination of minerals and carbon compounds created by earthly microbes. It also contained crystals of
magnetic iron oxide produced by some bacteria. While these findings are controversial, if the meteorite really does contain remnants of Martian bacteria,
microbes could have traveled from Mars to Earth, seeding life here.
Yet, we humans may be responsible for a form of panspermia. NASA has a
person in charge of “interplanetary protection.” Their job is to make sure
earthly life does not travel from earth on our space probes sent to the surface
of other planets, and some day, moons. There is some question to how effective we have been, no matter the precautions we have taken. It is possible
earthly bacteria may have traveled on our Mars landers and rovers and contaminated Mars. While not proven, it could hamper efforts to find Martian
life, either extinct or more modern, on Mars.
—continued next page
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SEPTIC SYSTEM INSTALLATION & REPAIR
• Septic Tank Specialists
• Free Estimates
• Engineered, Alternative & Conventional Systems

•
•
•
•
•

Site Evaluations & Test Pits
Septic Tank Risers
Concrete & Plastic Riser Lids
Grey Water Systems
Pump Replacement & Repair

SEPTIC TANKS & MATERIALS
• Pumping & Certifications Completed
for Property Transfers
• All Sizes of Pre-cast Concrete, Fiberglass
& PVC Tanks
• Burial Water Harvesting Tanks
• Distributor of Drainfield Chamber Systems
• Distributor of Advanced Treatment Systems
• Complete Installation Packages Available

QUALITY IS OUR #1 PRIORITY • EXPERTS WITH DECADES OF EXPERIENCE

(505) 832-5555 • (505) 281-5316
Commercial & Residential

from page 12—-––Night Sky
In 2019, a private company from Israel launched a mission to
land a spacecraft on the Moon, named Beresheet, as a part of the
Lunar X Prize competition. They were attempting to win a $20
million dollar prize to be the first private company to land on the
moon. Unfortunately, on April 11, the attempt failed when the
craft’s landing system malfunctioned resulting in a crash on the
lunar surface.
The Arch Mission Foundation is interested in creating a
“backup Earth.” The foundation had placed its first “library” on
Beresheet. That library contained 30 million pages of information,
human DNA samples, and thousands of tardigrades, also called
“water bears.” The crash likely spread thousands of the toughest
creatures found on Earth across the moon’s surface. Tardigrades
are so tough, they have been dehydrated, frozen, boiled, and
exposed to the vacuum of space… and survived. These small
water bears are so tough, they can likely survive for years on the
moon. We really do not know how long they can exist in their
inactive state. So it seems panspermia is possible, even if it had
some help from earthlings.

SPECIALIZING IN DIFFICULT BUILDING SITES
Fuji Clean Advanced Treatment Systems (Autorized Dealer)

We Accept
All Major
Credit Cards

LICENSED, BONDED & INSURED
www.yorksepticsystems.com • Email: info@YorkSepticSystems.com

Rio Rancho Astronomical Society
to host “Night Under The Stars”
The Rio Rancho Astronomical Society will host its ninth annual Night Under
the Stars fundraiser on September 7. Special Guest Speaker will be Apollo 17
Astronaut, Dr. Harrison "Jack" Schmitt, the second to last man to walk on the
Moon!
Join the RRAS for a night of fun, education, and entertainment to help raise
funds for the Rainbow Park Observatory’s programing. Papa Murphy's Pizza
and drinks provided for a donation. Doors open at 6:00 p.m. at the Grace Outreach Center, 1016 Rosarito Drive SE in Rio Rancho (please note the change in
venue). There will be a silent auction and other activities throughout the event.
A free raffle ticket for a telescope will be given at the door (must be present at
drawing to win).
Dr. Schmitt's talk will begin at 8:00 p.m. with a stargaze at the Rainbow Park
Observatory to follow (weather permitting).
For more information, visit rrastro.org or call 220-5355.
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Mindy Prokkos

Mark Parkkeer

Associate Brro
oker ABR®
22 Y
Ye
ear Placitas Resident

505-400-6488
mindy@lapuer tallc.com
www.relocate2NM.com

Associate Brro
oker
11
1Y
Ye
ear Placitas Resident

505-554-5966
newme
exmark@gmail.com
www.mark
kparkerhomes.com

39 PPeetroglyph Trraail – $550,0000
3 beds,, 2 baths – 2,530 sqfft

Jennise
Phillips
p

Simply stunning custom home capturinng all the views!
Sandias, Jemez, Sangre de Christos andd the beautiful
mesa’s. Great room featuring hand carvved vigas, corbels

A
Associate
Brro
oker

NEW ON MARKET
26 Horseshoe Loop - $525,000
on 1 Acre lot
Expansive unobstructed Mountain
Views in this beautiful single
story 4 year old Custom home.
High-end amenities with
southwestern style features soaring ceilin
ngs, natural
wood beams, beautiful tile, stacked stone
e, bancos,
granite, custom cabinets, 2 Pantries, generous sized
Bedrooms all with direct access to a Bath
h. Fantastic
rear walled courtyard, outdoor ﬁreplace – a terriﬁc
entertaining space. 3 Car Garage + beautifully
landscaped! Contact Mark or Mindy for yo
our private
showing, it’s a must see!

8 Palomar – $359,000 on
1.6 Acre View lot – 3 Bedrooms,
3 Baths, 3 Car Garage Built in
2007 with all the bells and
whistles one would expect in a
newer home.
h
Starry
S
nights
i h and
d
beautiful western mesa sunset
views from this peaceful spot in the north
heast corner
of Placitas. Refrigerated A/C + forced air heating unit,
PLUS radiant heated ﬂoors and a pellet sttove. If peace
and quiet are on your checklist, this home
e is a must
see. Contact Mark for your personal show
wing or for
more information.

CONNECT WITH US. TEXT OR CALL WWE DO IT ALL!
LA PUER
RTA REAL ES
STTATE
T SER
RV
VICES, LLLC
C • ONE RIDGE COUR
RTT • PLA
ACTA
CITAS, NM 87043 • 505-867
7-3388 • WWW.LAPUER
RTTA
ALLLC
C.COM

Las Montañas FunRacer
benefits local orgs

CO M M U N I T Y
BITS

~ANNETTE JACKS
The second annual Las Montañas FunRacer will be held on September 21, near
the village of Placitas, on a beautiful loop road that arcs some six miles towards
the Sandias. This is a family-friendly event where even dogs are encouraged,
so bring your four-legged friends.
There are three distances to choose from: one mile, 5K, and 10K, and events
for the kids. Dogs can run along for the one mile or 5K. If you're looking to
record your finish time, choose from the 5K Timed or 10K Timed Run. The
course is a well-maintained, wide forest road.
Registration fees support three area nonprofit organizations : Placitas Community Library, Placitas Mother’s’ Day Out, and local radio station KUPR.
Parking is available on Highway 165 and nearby shopping centers. Carpooling is strongly encouraged. Look for parking volunteers to assist you.
Race shirts are guaranteed to those who register by September 5. All others
will choose from any remaining shirts on a first-come first-served basis, starting at packet pickup. Register at www.runsignup.com/funracer-nm.

and plaster accents. Open design with deﬁned dining, foyer
with tile accents, hand carved front dooor. Chefs kitchen with
top of the line appliances,
appliances custom cabinetry with decorative
glass and large pantry. Tile ﬂoors through out with radiant
heating and refrigerated air conditioninng. Light ﬁlled rooms
with large windows capturing and highllightling the views.
Luxurious master suite with huge walk in closet, double
vanities and beautiful stone/tile work.

Yoour
Y
Trrusted
T
Placitas
Expert
Direct:
505-867-7481
Mobile:
505 331 2288
505-331-2288
JenniseP@aol.com

Inventory is low—
it’s a ggreat time to sell.
s Call me.
LA PUERTTA
A REAL ESTATE
TA
AT SERVICES,
RV
LLLC
C • 505-867-3388 ONE RIDGE COURT • PLACIT
AC TA
AS, NM 87043

THINKING OF

SELLING?

Camino de Las Huertas Lot

$75,000—SOLD!

Sell your home faster
and for more money!

FREE HOME EVALUATION

Sandy Poling
Associate Broker, Realtor©, ABR

Sandy@PlacitasProperty.com
Call(or)Text:

(505) 250-0879

Stress relief at your fingertips
Friends of Hubbell Fall auction
Friends of Hubbell will be holding their fall auction at the Gallup Community Service Center on September 28, 2019. The Center is located at
exit 22, off I-40, in Gallup, New Mexico. The preview is from 9:00 to 11:00
a.m. The auction will begin at noon and ends after the last item has sold.
There is free parking, free admission, and no sales tax.
Approximately 350 items of Native American weavings/art will be
auctioned. All profits go to the Friends of Hubbell scholarship fund for
Native American college students.
Payment for sold items is made at the auction, and there is a ten percent buyer’s premium.
Additional information can be obtained at
friendsofhubbellauction@gmail.com.

Most of us living in this “modern” world are under chronic stress—this is known as
“stress overload” and it’s something you feel everyday. This stress can silently, but continuously, sabotage our well-being and limit access to a more fulfilling life. Stress is a part of
living. Chronic stress is very different than acute stress. Acute stress is necessary for our
survival—it’s the part of us that knows to run or stay very still when confronted with
physical danger in our lives. Chronic stress inhibits our ability to come up with creative
solutions when we’re faced with challenges.
Join Certified EFT Practitioner and Emotional Fitness Teacher Marti Murphy for a captivating program that truly has the potential to change your life for the better, by freeing
you from the stress that can take over your life. Marti will teach about Emotional Freedom Technique (EFT) at the Placitas Community Library on September 21, at 2:00 p.m.
Tapping also known as EFT is a surprising, slightly strange, and highly effective technique to significantly reduce chronic stress in your life. Tapping blends Western talk
therapy with Eastern wisdom about acupressure and has been shown to cause a 24-percent decrease in cortisol (the stress hormone) after just one hour. Also, 72 genes have
been shown to express differently after one hour of tapping.
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Nearly New

VERITAS ATHENA, LLC
Protecting your future
Protect yourself and your family from the
consequences of not preparing for the future.
Do you have a power of attorney
in place? What does a power of
attorney provide? When does a power
of attorney terminate?

A Repeat Boutique Operated by Bound for Success, Inc.

C L E A R A N C E

ALL SUMMER items are 50% OFF.

Shorts, capris, dresses, sandals & tops!

Do you have a health care directive?
Why is it important?

Hurry in before they are GONE!

Do you have a will? Is a will necessary?
What are the alternatives to probate?

New FALL items on the floor daily!

Is there a family member who is incapacitated and needs help with
daily care and their finances? How can that family member be helped?
Have you done any estate planning of your assets?
How do you ensure financial protection of your assets?

S A L E !

836 Camino Del Pueblo, BERNALILLO, NM 87004 • 771-8228
bound4success.org • OPEN: Wed-Sat. 10am-4pm • Tues by appt. only

Is your family disagreeing about how to care for an older relative?
Veritas Athena, LLC, is in the business of assisting you
to plan for life management and decisions.
We do in-home free consultations and visits to discuss all aspects of
life management. We assist you in considering all the alternatives
available and prepare the
documents needed to protect
your future and your family’s.
The Veritas Athena, LLC team
has combined experience of
over 50 years in finance, legal,
administration and court work.

Check out what's NEW, what's OLD
& what's "JUST RIGHT" for that one space.
We've got new ENERGY, new ITEMS
& new PRICE CUTS!

Contact us today for a free consultation.
GREG IRELAND
505-385-1502

Camino Real Antiques
& Collectibles

CRYSTAL ANSON
505-337-9151

FALLING PRICES as we gear up for those
awesome Indian summer days ahead!
Thanks for making the last 23 years possible. Here's to 2020!

www.veritas-athena.com

HOURS: Daily 10am to 5pm • 867-7448
1101 Camino del Pueblo / P. O. Box 1960, Bernalillo

GAUNTLET
LETTERS • OPINIONS • LOCAL ISSUES

The Signpost welcomes letters of opinion.
Letters are subject to editing
for length, clarity, libel, and other considerations.
Send to: Signpost, P. O. Box 889, Placitas, NM, 87043

ES-CA report

or email@sandovalsignpost.com

~GEORGE FRANZEN, PRESIDENT, ES-CA
“We Are ESCA” is the slogan of our 2019-2020
membership drive, and that means we are looking
to our community friends to join us and continue
their support. For years, the Eastern Sandoval Citizens Association has partnered with many parts of
our community to be a governmental watchdog.
Here are just some of the results that make up the
ESCA difference:
• Placitas residents are still exempt from the
county trash pickup monopoly and unfair Eastern
Sandoval County Arroyo Flood Control taxes.
• Both the Fisher and Vulcan gravel mines now
have enforceable “expiration dates” and reclamation plans.
• ESCA provided community leadership to help
stop very real fracking threats to the Albuquerque
Basin water supply.
• ESCA supported the LPA initiative to gain
pipeline safety improvements.
• Adopt-A-Highway Mile 1 cleanup of highway
165 to Placitas is an ESCA project, so join us there
someday!
• Two Sandoval County resolutions have been
promoted by ESCA against additional mining in

Placitas, both of which were adopted by the County
Commissioners.
• Research and persistence by ESCA convinced
the New Mexico Environment Department to place
a particulate monitoring device to assess air quality
near the Vulcan Pit mine.
• ESCA partners with LPA to solicit the New
Mexico delegation (U.S. Senate and House) as well
as New Mexico Cabinet members and the governor’s office to support and assist in prohibiting the
BLM from selling or leasing any area of the Buffalo
Tract for gravel mining. This area should be considered an “urban interface” area continuing as a
wildlife corridor/habitat and offering light recreational use.
• ESCA and the Land Use Protection Trust met
and confirmed with Governor Grisham and members of her staff and cabinet, her continuing support
for stopping the BLM, who have already permitted
Vulcan to carry out exploratory drilling. As we
explained to the Governor, the changes proposed in
the new BLM process would reduce the Governor’s
time to respond to the RMP to thirty days from the
current sixty, and cut the public comment period on
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applications from thirty to 15 days.
Clearly such an attempt by the BLM to ramrod
land use proposals sends a clear signal about the
importance of the efforts by our Congressional Delegation and our Governor to stop further mineral
extraction in our area. But it also needs to loudly
signal the importance of our community being
ready to respond with extreme speed once the RMP
is published for public comment.
Your assistance and continued support are greatly
appreciated. Please join us by searching for
www.es-ca.org, and to join, find the Membership
tag at the top of the site. Also, we can be found on
Facebook at @ESCASandovalCounty.
Remember that “We Are ESCA,” and you can be,
too! Also, save the date of October 19, at 1:30 p.m.,
at Anasazi Fields in Placitas—we will have more
information soon, and we want you to be there.
The next ES-CA Board Meeting (open to the public) will be held on September 16, from 4:30 p.m. to
6:00 p.m., at the Placitas Community Library, NM
Hwy 165. Please note the new meeting time.
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E CO - B E A T
Cochiti Lake swim beach
closed temporarily due
to blue-green algae
~ELIZABETH LOCKYEAR
AUGUST 22, 2019: U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers (USACE), Albuquerque District, has announced that the Cochiti
swim beach is closed, until further
notice, due to the presence of a toxic
blue-green algae bloom in the lake.
Other recreation areas remain open,
including the boat ramps and the campgrounds. The closure will last until levels no longer pose an increased threat to
humans and animals. Closure signs are
posted at the recreation area entrance,
the boat ramps, the swim beach gate,
the campground host office, and on all
bulletin boards.
Due to the presence of toxic bluegreen algae, it is advised to be aware
and cautious during all water recreation
at the lake, including swimming, kayaking, paddle boarding, canoeing, and
water skiing. Fish caught at Cochiti
Lake may be eaten, however it’s advised
to do so in moderation and to avoid eating the guts of the fish, where accumulation of toxins may occur.
Blue-green algae blooms, or cyanobacteria, can cause health risks in humans
and pets if ingested, inhaled, or
touched. Small children and animals are
at the greatest health risk because they

Sandia Chill Concert: Jazz and Blues Jam

Featuring Hillary Smith & Chris Dracup - Michael Anthony - Joanie Cere
Daron Goldston - Wendy Beach - Michael Herndon - & More

Sunday, Sept 8, 6:30pm (Gates open 5:45pm)
Placitas Homestead Village Shopping Center (parking lot)
$15 /Adult at Gate, Children free accompanied by an adult
FB.com/Canyon Blues and Jazz @sandiachillconcerts
Canyonbluesandjazz@gmail.com

weigh less and can get a relatively larger dose of toxin.
Dogs are particularly susceptible because algae scums
can attach to their coats and be swallowed during selfcleaning.
Skin exposures can give people a rash, hives, or skin
blisters. Breathing in water droplets during activities like
water-skiing and swimming can cause runny eyes and
nose, a sore throat, asthma-like symptoms, or allergic
reactions.
Swallowing water can cause stomach symptoms to
occur within hours, or days, after an exposure, including
abdominal pain, diarrhea, and vomiting. Neurotoxicity
symptoms can appear within 15 to twenty minutes after
exposure.

In humans, symptoms can include numb lips, tingling
fingers and toes, dizziness, and, in extremely rare cases,
death.
In dogs, symptoms can include drooling, weakness,
staggering, difficulty breathing, convulsions, and death.
For any health issues experienced after contact with
blue-green algae affected water, seek medical advice
immediately.
The USACE, Albuquerque District, will distribute the
latest information on their website,
www.spa.usace.army.mil, their Facebook page,
www.facebook.com/USACE.Cochiti.Lake/, and through
the local news media as well as the project office at
Cochiti Lake.

Welcome.
They saayy you are known by the company yoou keep. Some of the world’s most
successfu
ful luxury real estate brokers keep company with us. W
Wee are proud to
welcome Kay
ayla Johnson to Sotheby’s Inteernational R
Reealtyy..

Kayyla
K
Joohnson
Ass ociate Broker

kayyla.johnson@sothebyshomes.com
5055.238.5238

No w serving Placitas, Corrales, Albuqu erq uee,, and surrounding areas.
No
Callll Kayla fo
fo r a Current Markett Anallyysis of
o f your home.

SOTHEBY’S INTERNATIONAL REALTY | 318 Grant Avenue, Santa Fe, NM 87501 | 505.988.2533 | sothebyshomes.com/santafe
photo: marblestreetstudio.com

Sotheby’s
h b Internationall Realty
l andd the
h Sootheby’s
h b Internationall Realty
l llogo are registeredd (or
( unrregistered) service marks used with permission. Operat
ated by Sotheby’s International
Realtyy,, Inc. Real estate brokers aﬃliated w
with Sotheby’s International Realtyy,, Inc. are independennt contractor sales associates and are not emplooyyees of Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc.
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• Women’s Health

• Same Day Appointments

• Prenatal Services

• Family Planning

• Comprehensive Family
Medicine

• Behavioral Health

Steven L. Hartman, MD, Medical Director
Rachel Rankin, MD • Rachel Marzec, FNP-PMHNP
Felina Ortiz, CNM • Rebecca Casalino, CFNP
Brie Anaya, CFNP • Marissa Cortes Mendez, CFNP, CNM
Tamara Righettini, CFNP • Stephen V. Roper, CFNP
Jennifer Webb, LPCC • Madeleine Stevens, LPCC
Sandra Fortier, LCSW

Monday 8 am—5 pm • Tuesday 8 am—5 pm
Wednesday 8 am—8 pm • Thursday 8 am—5 pm
Friday 8 am—5 pm

121 Calle Del Presidente
Bernalillo, New Mexico 87004

WAYNE A. LUCO, D.D.S.
Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
4405 Jager, C-1
Rio Rancho, NM 87144
(Near Santa Ana Casino)

(505) 867-1442
Open:
Monday–Thursday
7:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
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Climate festival:
“New Mexico Rising!
Making a Difference”
comes to Albuquerque
On September 6 and 7, from 5:45 to
9:00 p.m. on Saturday, and 9:00 a.m.
to 5:00 p.m. on Sunday, a climate
festival featuring films, presentations, and conversations about climate disruption will take place in
Albuquerque at the UNM Continuing Education Conference Center,
1634 University Avenue, NE. The
climate festival is a forum for building community to address climate
disruption. Films documenting
threats to New Mexico's environment and climate illustrate the significant impact individuals are
making in resisting environmental
degradation and climate disruption.
For tickets: eventbrite.com/e/newmexico-rising-tickets67245353663?aff=eac2.
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NOW offering Medium, Hot, Extra Hot,
Double Extra Hot and Big Jim Green Chile
from Hatch and Lemitar

Fresh For Less
OPEN IN BERNALILLO • STOP IN!

FRESH PRODUCE,
CHILE PRODUCTS AND
BEAUTIFUL MEXICAN IMPORTS
242 US Highway 550, Bernalillo
CONTACT US
Jorge Morales
José Luis Morales
(505)-720-8496
(505)-507-5904
Stabilization inside the Mission
at Jemez Historic Site

Jemez Historic Site looks to hire Ranger
MASSAG E TH ERAPY
I N N EW
PLAC ITAS STU DIO

~MATTHEW J. BARBOUR, MANAGER, JEMEZ AND CORONADO HISTORIC SITES
New Mexico Historic Sites is preparing to hire a
Historic Site Ranger—Advanced. This position
will be stationed at Jemez Historic Site in Jemez
Springs, but the ranger will be expected to travel
regularly to Coronado Historic Site in Bernalillo.
As envisioned, the position will focus on historic
preservation and maintenance tasks. Much of
this involves adobe and plaster work on standing structures and Native American ruins, but
will also include some administrative, interpretative, and janitorial duties.
The Historic Site Ranger—Advanced position
is expected to pay $15.49 an hour with the
ranger working a Wednesday through Sunday
schedule. It is expected to be a physically
demanding job that requires the ranger work
long hours outdoors. All rangers are required to
maintain a valid Driver’s License and pass a
background check with New Mexico State
Police.
Persons interested in working for New Mexico

Historic Site are encouraged to apply. Applications must be submitted through the New Mexico State Personnel Office Website:
www.spo.state.nm.us/. Fill out the forms and
provide supporting documentation as instructed.
Failure to do so will result in the candidate not
making the applicant list.
The exact application opening date is currently
unknown. However, it is expected that the position will post for fourteen days sometime in September or October. Potential candidates should
check the State Personnel Website every week
for job postings within the Department of Cultural Affairs. New Mexico Historic Site Staff cannot vet job candidates until receiving the
applicant list from the State Personnel Office.
Resumes sent directly to New Mexico Historic
Sites will not be considered. However, general
questions regarding the nature of work can be
directed to Manager Matthew Barbour at 8675351.

Cate Clark

Appointments available
full-time beginning Sept 2019

Offering Hot Stones on The Sea of Tranquility,
Restorative Integrated Massage Therapy
Craniosacral • Certified Lymph Drainage Therapist

Call 505-401-4015
RiverStoneCate.com
Lic. #MT4607, BCTMB, CMLDT, ABMP

Applications sought for Ethics Panel
~ANNEMARIE L. GARCÍA, COMMUNICATIONS AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT OFFICER, CITY OF RIO RANCHO
The City of Rio Rancho is seeking applicants interested in serving on its Ethics Panel. Panel members will serve on an as-needed basis for a term lasting three years.
Based on complaints submitted by the public, the Ethics Panel will decide if City of Rio Rancho
elected and appointed officials have violated a provision(s) of the City’s Code of Conduct Ordinance, and, if so, impose corrective action pursuant to the ordinance. In addition, the panel will
determine if complaints submitted are frivolous, and, if so, prescribe corrective action to the submitter of the complaints.
The panel consists of three regular members and one alternate member. The panel is appointed by
the City Manager and is subject to confirmation by the Governing Body (Mayor and City Council).
At a minimum, one member of the panel must be a licensed attorney. Panel members receive no
compensation.
The panel members cannot be affiliated with Rio Rancho local government in any capacity, including, but not limited to, employment (including employment for which the salary is in any way
funded by or through local government), appointment, or election. In addition, panel members may
not hold elected public office or office with any political party within the City.
Individuals interested in volunteering to serve on the panel must submit a letter of interest and
résumé by no later than 5:00 p.m. on September 20. Those interested can apply via the City’s website, www.rrnm.gov/ethics, or submit their documentation to the City Manager’s Office located at
Rio Rancho City Hall, 3200 Civic Center Circle. For additional information, please contact the City
Manager’s Office at 891-5002.
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Placitas remembering
Woodstock is more
than a Sixties
flashback
~BILL DIVEN

— SALLY BLANTON AND NELLI CALAME

— BILL DIVEN

In the summer of 1969, Placitas might
have been closer to the vibe of the
Woodstock Music Festival than any place
in New Mexico.
Not that five hundred thousand people
turned out for music events around the
Thunderbird Bar. But local bands, and
bigger names, from B.B. King and John
Lee Hooker to Tim Buckley and Asleep
at the Wheel, looking to pick up a little
extra money on their way to and from
the West Coast, found their way to the
isolated village tucked against the Sandia
Mountains.
The counterculture was alive and well
here in those days, complete with
commune, marijuana cultivation, and a
Pam DiTata brings it back with style.
hippie fire department—the Placitas
Fire Brigade, formed with a donated
truck and training at the state
fire academy.
History may not repeat
itself, but a vibe can be
passed on. That would
be especially true when
Cadillac Bob and the
Rhinestones, once regulars in
Placitas, headlined a recent
Sunday afternoon at the
refurbished Anasazi Fields,
celebrating the fiftieth
anniversary of the
Woodstock Music Festival,
Piers Ramsay and Kathy Scott of Placitas swing to
a defining music and
the blues of Cadillac Bob and the Rhinestones while
cultural event of the 1960s.
Deborah Radcliffe of Placitas and Albuquerque
Also on the bill were the
("Placitakurque") busts her own moves distant
DeRangers, the house band
from dance partner Frances Deters of Socorro
at the Range Café in Bernalillo,
off in the distance.
whose lead guitarist Tom
Fenton played the Thunderbird
with the Last Mile Ramblers, singer and songwriters John Bullock and John
Davis with drummer Roberto Ibarra, and poet Larry Goodell, who staged his
first event poems at the Thunderbird—alas, that famous venue and watering
hole fell to an alleged arson fire in 1976.
The original Woodstock drew a sea of humanity to a farm in upstate New York.
This year in Placitas, about 250 turned out, bedecked in tie-dye, concert t-shirts,
fringed leather, and headbands for peace, love, music, and to raise money for
KUPR-FM 99.9, the Placitas community radio station.
"It was muddy as hell," Doreen Goodlin of Bernalillo said of Sunday, August
17, 1969. On a whim, she and a friend headed north from New York City the
day before, arriving to catch what was supposed to be the end of the three-day
festival until it spilled well past midnight into Monday morning.
From near the back, she could hardly hear the music.
"People were making their own music out where I was," she recalled. "They
were playing, singing, and dancing… I thought it was amazing. It was beautiful."
Beyond the music, it would be that sense of community, sharing, and belonging among strangers, many who were there, remembered the most. Others
awoke to the idea they were not alone in their ideas, goals, fashion choices, long
hair, and opposition to the Vietnam War.
About ten people raised their hands inside Anasazi Fields’ open air pavillion
when KUPR's host asked if anyone present had been at Woodstock.
The rain and mud were part of Winnie Maggiore's experience as well, arriving
at Woodstock on Saturday. While she never got where she could hear the music,
"Everyone knew something special was going on."
Woodstock led Maggiore directly to Placitas, although the road trip lasted
three-and-one-half months, with a pass through New Mexico and a return with a
stop for gas in Bernalillo. "Where do people like us go to live around here," she
asked the station attendant. The answer was Placitas.
Maggiore helped form the Placitas Fire Brigade in 1973 and was assistant chief
the night she witnessed the Thunderbird explode in flames as she returned from
her job in Albuquerque.

An explosion of tie-dye and peace signs greeted photographers during the KUPRFM fundraising event built on the anniversary of the 1969 Woodstock Festival.
DJ Tom Traynor, part of the all-volunteer staff at KUPR, was among those
leading the charge in creating “Remembering Woodstock.” Others not
directly associated with KUPR helped to line up the music, tie-dye-making,
hula-hooping, venue prep, and provided the sound system.
"We did all the pieces parts," Traynor said. "We rented the chairs, DJs
handled the parking and everything … It was a real station effort, totally
volunteer, and very successful."
Joan Fenicle of the Las Placitas Association, which launched KUPR with its
first broadcast on May 4, 2015, said the event raised about $4,000. The money
will go toward rehabbing a donated 12-by-60-foot trailer that will become
KUPR's new home.
The station currently broadcasts from a one-hundred-square-foot office
in the San Antonio de las Huertas Land Grant building on Camino de las
Huertas. Once the trailer is set up near the land grant building, KUPR will
have both broadcast and recording studios as well as a common area that can
be used for live music, community events, LPA lectures, and the like, Fenicle
said.
"They (the land grant) have been very good to us and see the value in having a radio station," she said. "They work on community projects as we do."
With only about half the needed money in hand, fundraising for the move
is continuing, she added. Donations can be made through the station’s website, KUPR.org, or by mail at P.O. Box 888, Placitas, NM 87043.
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First West Nile Virus
of 2019 detected in
Bernalillo County mosquitoes

Jose´ F. Martinez
José F. Martinez of Placitas passed
away at his home on July 31 after a
long battle with Multiple Myeloma.

The City of Albuquerque Environmental Health Department and Bernalillo
County Planning and Development Services Department announced on July 31
that the first West Nile virus positive mosquitoes of 2019 were collected in
Born in Bernalillo, NM, April 16, 1944,
Bernalillo County in that past week. The mosquitoes were collected during routo the late Miguel and Barbarita
tine mosquito monitoring at locations in the Bosque.
The City and County operate a joint mosquito-control program, aimed at reducMartinez. José is survived by his
ing populations of mosquitoes that transmit West Nile virus and protecting public
wife Joan Fenicle, two sisters and their
health. Integrated pest management techniques are used to reduce mosquito
spouses of Bernalillo: Lydia & Danny Roybal and Elvia & Bill
breeding, and residents throughout Bernalillo County are encouraged to report
Celeya; two brothers and their spouses of California: José A. &
standing water or mosquito problems by calling 311.
Mosquitoes have been present in unusually high numbers since early spring, in
Rosemary Martinez and Frank & Maria Martinez, as well as
large part due to high water volume in the Rio Grande and regular precipitation.
numerous nieces and nephews, their spouses, children, and
The 2019 season is on track to be one of the most intense mosquito seasons in
grandchildren.
years, and the risk of West Nile virus transmission will continue into fall.
“Mosquitoes infected with West Nile virus will be around until there is a good
hard frost in the area, so we urge people to continue to take precautions against
José graduated from Our Lady of Sorrows High School in
mosquito bites throughout the rest of the season,” said Dr. Mark DiMenna,
Bernalillo and earned a degree in Computer Science from
Deputy Director for the City’s Environmental Health Department.
Common West Nile virus symptoms are fever, nausea, headache, and muscle
Pasadena City College. He enjoyed a long professional career
aches. In rare cases, West Nile virus can cause meningitis or encephalitis. If somethat took him across the U.S. and included many firsts. He retired
one has these symptoms, they should see their health care provider. People older
as IT Manager for the NM Educational Retirement Board. In
than 60 are at most risk for serious disease from West Nile virus.
retirement, he volunteered with the Placitas Community Center.
In addition, the Environmental Health Department is asking the community to
take steps to reduce mosquito breeding around their homes and property. Aedes
aegypti breeds primarily in containers found around human development and
Funeral services were held in August, but there will be a
housing. People can reduce breeding and slow the establishment of this mosquito
Celebration of Life at the Placitas Community Center at 3:00 p.m.
by dumping out any containers that hold water and scrubbing them out to
remove any mosquito eggs. Although the mosquito season is nearly over,
on September 6. All are welcome. This will be a potluck with
mosquitoes may still be breeding and eggs can survive through the winter.
music and some memories of José.
To avoid risk of mosquito-borne disease:
• Use insect repellent on exposed skin when you go outdoors. Products con  
taining DEET or Picaridin can provide long-lasting protection. Use products with
no more than 35 percent DEET for adults and follow the directions on the label
for children from ages two to 12 years old. Natural products containing soybean
oil or oil of lemon eucalyptus have also been shown to be effective but need to be
applied more often.
• When weather permits, wear loose-fitting, long-sleeved shirts, long pants and socks.
Mosquitoes can bite through thin clothing, so use an EPA-registered repellent on your clothing.
Celebrating over 30 Years
• The hours from dusk to dawn are peak biting times for mosquitoes. Take extra care to use
repellent and protective clothing, or consider avoiding outdoor activities during these times.
Providing Tax & Accounting
• Keep windows and doors closed if not screened. If you leave your house doors or windows
Services to New Mexicans
open, make sure they have screens that fit tightly and have no holes.
• Mosquitoes lay their eggs in standing water. Empty water from containers such as old tires,
flowerpots, and trash receptacles. Circulate water in swimming pools, and change water regularly in
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT
birdbaths and pet bowls.
For more information on mosquito control in Albuquerque and Bernalillo County, go online to
www.cabq.gov/environmentalhealth/urban-biology.
Tax Planning & Preparation

TERRY PISEL, CPA, LLC
for Individuals & Businesses
QuickBooks Consulting

Tree steward training begins in Rio Rancho
The City of Rio Rancho’s Parks, Recreation, and Community Services Department and its Keep Rio
Rancho Beautiful Division are seeking volunteers interested in receiving free training to become an
official tree steward for the community.
This year’s training will take place over the course of three days: September 21, 25, and 28.
The city will train up to 25 residents during the three-day workshop at Rio Rancho City Hall, 3200
Civic Center Circle. Professional arborists, urban foresters, and city staff train Tree Stewards to assist
at one Rio Rancho park. The cost to participate in the program is $100, which includes the cost of the
training, program shirts, tools and print materials, ongoing training and education, and volunteers’
first renewal fee of $10.00.
The Tree Steward program requires a yearlong commitment from volunteers, and only those 18
years of age and older are eligible to volunteer.
Those certified as tree stewards will work individually or in teams, and receive tools, training, and
ongoing support to help care for trees in local parks. Tree stewards visit their chosen park and
report tree and park concerns; assist with planting and pruning of young, newly established trees;
maintain site conditions; report vandalism; and report water system problems.
Since the City of Rio Rancho launched the Tree Steward program in 2011, over 140 citizens have
been certified as City of Rio Rancho Tree Stewards.
For more information regarding the city of Rio Rancho’s Tree Steward program, contact Koryn
Misbach at 896-8389 or visit the city’s website at www.rrnm.gov.

In Placitas • 798-1003

Meditation
workshop
On September 7, from 2:00 to 3:45 p.m., and then continuing to
5:00 p.m. for those who want to stay, there will be a meditation
workshop for people from any meditation tradition or no tradition at all. We’ll explore directly what meditative work is and how
it sheds light on the concerns of our lives, not theoretically, but
from a simple, direct meditative listening. The workshop is held
at the Wat Center, 145 Madison NE, corner of Madison and Copper, east of Washington in Albuquerque. A two dollar donation is
recommended. We will also meet on October 12, November 16,
and December 14. For reservations or more info, call Jay Cutts
at 281-0684, or go to meditationnm.wordpress.com/.
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Earth Care Fellowship looking for
poets for Winter Solstice reading
The Earth Care Fellowship of Las Placitas Presbyterian church will sponsor
the 22 annual Winter Solstice Poetry Reading on December 21, at 7:00 p.m.
Area poets are invited to watch for the 2019 theme to be announced in the
October issue of the Signpost. Contact Jacque Fletcher at
jacqueline.fletcher@okstate.edu for more information.

Placitas Artists Series kicks off season
with oboe and strings on September 8
The Placitas Artists Series (PAS) opens
its 33rd season with “Inventing
Songs—Music for Oboe and Strings,”
a chamber music concert organized by
violist Kimberley Fredenburgh. The
concert begins on Sunday, September
8, at 3:00 p.m. Fredenburgh will be
joined by Kevin Vigneau on oboe;
Cármelo de los Santos, violin; and
Tobias Vigneau, double bass.
The four will perform, in various
combinations, an eclectic mix of works
by Mozart, J.S. Bach, Michael Haydn,
Jean-Philippe Rameau, Reinhold
Glière, David Dean Mendoza, Randall
Thompson, Francois Rabbath, and
Violist Kimberley Fredenburgh
Peter Gilbert.
“My goals for these Placitas Artist
Series concerts are to present very special musicians whom I love to perform
with and to present a mix of music that
will keep the audience thoroughly
engaged,” said Fredenburgh, who is
also organizing a PAS concert for April.
Two of the musicians she loves to perform with in this concert are her husband (Kevin), who is also a UNM
colleague and principal oboist of the
New Mexico Philharmonic; and their
son (Tobias), a bassist with the Santa Fe
River Edge, acrylic painting
Symphony and Santa Fe Pro Musica;
by Ilena Grayson
and UNM colleague de los Santos, a prizewinning Brazilian violinist.
“The works I have assembled include… works recently written for the
unique instrumentation this program is presenting,” Fredenburgh said.
Among the latter is UNM colleague Peter Gilbert’s If One Has Courage It Is
No Sorrow to Invent Songs, a piece for oboe and viola. “We have performed
the Gilbert piece to appreciative audiences on three continents so far, and I
know the Placitas audience will be captivated by this work.”
The concert is generously sponsored by Shelley and Herb Koffler, and Avi
Kriechman and Steve Palmer.
At 2:00 p.m., immediately prior to the concert, a free visual artists reception will feature the art of Allen Bourne, photography; Jeanette Cook, oil and
cold wax; Ilena Grayson, acrylic painting; and David S. McKee, acrylic and
mixed media. Their works, which are for sale, will be on display from
August 31 to September 28. Denise Elvrum, fused glass artist, will join the
group at the reception as this month’s “table artist.”
The concert and visual artist reception take place at Las Placitas Presbyterian Church in the village of Placitas, located six miles east of I-25 on NM
165 (Exit 242). The facility is completely accessible.
For ticket information and further details, see page 2 of this Signpost.
Placitas Artists Series projects are supported in part by New Mexico Arts, a
division of the Department of Cultural Affairs, and by the National Endowment for the Arts.
For more information, call 867-8080, email info@PlacitasArtistsSeries.org,
or visit www.PlacitasArtistsSeries.org.

Great
Days,
Great
Place
to Visit
the
Galleria
Tamaya
The Galleria Tamaya uniquely New Mexican gallery
features handcrafted jewelry, copper-work, alabaster sculpture,
Zuni fetish carvings, authentic pueblo pottery, paintings
from local artists and much more! Find gifts and collectibles
that are truly special and exclusive to this area.
“This Galleria always surprises me with the variety
of fabulous clothing, gifts and art! It’s part of the whole
Tamaya experience. I would stop by and visit this shop
whether or not I was staying at the Hyatt Regency Tamaya.”

Galleria Tamaya

Located at the Hyatt Regency Tamaya Resort and Spa
1300 Tuyuna Trail, Santa Ana Pueblo, NM 87004
OPEN: Mon.to Sat. 9:00 am. to 6:00 p.m. • Sun. 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
(505) 771-6081 • galleriatamaya@gmail.com

Placitas Garden
Tour ‘en plein air’
~REBECCA COHEN
If you think about it, artists and
garden designers have a great
deal in common. They both take
into account line, shape, form,
color, and texture as they purBurst of Spring, plein air painting,
sue a harmonious outcome in
by Carol Ordogne
their various paintings and landscapes. To reinforce and explore this
shared attention to aesthetics, the Placitas Garden Tour routinely invites a
select group of local artists to paint “en plein air” in each of the gardens featured during the annual Tour. Ticket holders are invited to watch as artists
respond to each individual garden with paint or pastels on canvas or paper.
In addition, other works by these same artists are featured in a month-long
exhibition in the Collin Room at the Placitas Community Library. This year,
for the first time, Sue Ortiz and Geri Verble, coordinators of the PGT garden
artists, have selected a talented group of women to work in private gardens
within the community and to display their paintings at the library during the
month of September. These include Laverne Bohlin, Diane Buster, Carol Carpenter, Connie Falk, Carla Forrest, Katherine Irish, Carol Ordogne, and
Dianna Shomaker.
Works in the exhibition, a popular component of the Library’s ongoing art
exhibition program in the Collin Room, will be available for purchase. A portion of the sale of art will benefit the Sandoval County Master Gardeners and
the Placitas Community Library, helping to raise funds for future landscape
projects and for educational programs in Placitas. The Placitas Community
Library is located at 453 State Highway 165.
Concurrent with the Placitas Garden Tour, on September 8, from 9:00 a.m.
to 4:00 p.m., there will be an open house in the Collin Room where visitors
can sign up to win a basket of garden supplies offered by local garden shops.
Tickets for the Tour itself can be purchased for $12.50 in advance and $15 at
the door. For more information on advanced ticket sale locations, go to
www.placitasgardentour.com.
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S W E E T P O TAT O
KICKS THE SUN
WORLD PREMIERE
Featuring beatbox ar tist Nicole Paris
October 26, 2019, 6:00 PM
The Lensic Performing Ar ts Center
General ad
dmission $20
Tickets available at Lensic.org
Lensic Box Office (505) 988-1234

santafeopera.org
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Mary and Karl
Hofmann:
“Our Placitas”
~ROSEMARY BREEHL
Forty-three years ago,
Placitas cast a spell on Mary
and Karl Hofmann. Once
Placitas Moon, linocut, by Karl Hofmann
they discovered this place,
with its centuries of history
and budding art scene, they were here to stay. “Our Placitas” is a tribute to
their adopted home, expressed with the pottery for which they have become
famous and a new series of linocut images.
The Placitas landscape has undoubtedly affected Mary and Karl’s aesthetic.
Mary says: “Living in the foothills of the Sandia Mountains and enjoying the
blue skies, the red earth, and enduring mesas has influenced the decoration
of Hofmann pottery.” Karl believes the craft of pottery and relief printmaking
asks for focus to find essential qualities that lead to simplification or abstraction. He says: “I try to catch the heat, the color, the mystery, and the magic of
this ever changing landscape. Step into the print and experience it.” The
depth and color for which his work is known comes from the many layers
used to make the print.
Mary and Karl Hofmann are the featured artists at Wild Hearts Gallery,
with their exhibition running from August 27 through September 29. The
public is invited to the artists’ reception on September 7, from 1:00 to 4:00
p.m. Light refreshments will be served. Wild Hearts Gallery is located in
Placitas, at the Homestead Village, 221-B State Highway 165.
The work in the “Our Placitas” tribute will include linocut images Placitas
Moon and Jemez Red Rocks done on special printmaking paper and, of course,
the recognizable and most treasured shapes and designs of Hofmann pottery.
Wild Hearts Gallery is an artists' collective, supported by 14 longtime local
artists. Gallery hours are: Tuesday through Friday from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00
p.m. and Saturday and Sunday from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
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S I G N P O S T CO M M U N I T Y C A L E N D A R
To submit a listing, send it to: email@sandovalsignpost.com. Deadline for submission is
the twentieth of the month prior to publication. The calendar is a free community service provided by the Signpost to nonprofits and for cultural events of interest to residents
of Sandoval County.
Example: “First Monday” means the first Monday of each month.
Daily: The Mayor Hull Show. Go to rrnm.gov/mayorhullshow. Rio Rancho Mayor Gregg
Hull talks about issues facing Rio Rancho.
Daily: Free hikes at Valles Caldera National Preserve—from Magma to Magpie. For
a complete list of activities at the National Preserve, go to
https://www.nps.gov/vall/index.htm.
Monthly: Various community events at Rio Rancho Libraries. Rio Rancho
libraries—Esther Bone and Loma Colorado—will be hosting a variety of events all
month long ranging from book signings, to poetry readings, lectures, concerts, arts and
crafts, meet and greets, etc. For more information about the library or each month’s
activities, visit www.riorancholibraries.org.
Monthly: Urban Horticulture Classes. Sponsored by the
SandovalMasterGardeners.org. Free. Open to public. Registration preferred. Sandovalmastergardeners.org/public-class-registration.
Mondays: Bernalillo/Placitas open Al-Anon meeting for families and friends of
alcoholics/problem drinkers. 7:30-8:30. Held at the Bernalillo United Methodist
Church, 136 Calle Don Andres (behind Abuelitas), Bernalillo, 262-2177.
Second and fourth Mondays: Bernalillo Town Council meeting. 6:30 p.m. Held at
Bernalillo Town Hall. Info: call 867-3311, townofbernalillo.org.
Second and fourth Mondays: Westside Neuro Choir—A chorus for adults living
with brain challenges & caregivers. Includes ALS, brain injury, MS, Parkinson's,
strokes, and others. 5:45-7:15 p.m. Held at Grace Outreach Church, 2900 Southern
Blvd, Rio Rancho. Use southern entrance. For more info contact Sheri at 917-7981 or
sheriarmz@gmail.com
Mondays through Fridays: Placitas Mothers’ Day Out childcare. A caring, cooperative,
community childcare program since 1989. Hours: 8 a.m.-3 p.m. daily, $23. Info: Ms.
Debbie Steuber, 867-3371.
Tuesdays: Teen Hang Out at the Martha Liebert Public Library. 4 p.m. 867-1440.
Tuesdays: Yoga with Patricia, 1-2 p.m., at the Town of Bernalillo Martha Liebert Public
Library, 124 Calle Melinche, Bernalillo, NM 87004, (505) 867-1440.
Tuesdays and Thursdays: Pickleball at the Bernalillo Community Center. 1-4 p.m.
Pickleball is a game played on a court with paddles and a whiffle ball. The court is
smaller than a tennis court and allows people to play who no longer want to run and
jump as they did in their younger years. Anyone can play, even if they have never played
tennis. 934-2649.
First Tuesdays: Albuquerque Newcomers' Club Welcome Coffee. 10 a.m. Held at Sandia Presbyterian Church (not affiliated with church)—10704 Paseo del Norte. Membership is open to residents who have lived in the Albuquerque area (including Sandoval
County) for five years or less, or who are having major changes in their lives. Make new
friends and increase your social life. Sign up for monthly luncheons and speakers, dining out, visits to area attractions, book and movie groups, bridge, bunco, mah jongg,
walking, wine tastings, etc. Singles’ and men’s groups. www.abqnewcomers@gmail.com.
321-6970.
First Tuesdays: Coronado Kennel Club Meeting. 7:30 p.m. All-breed kennel club.
Schedule changes in August and December. Call 867-4510 for meeting location.
Third Tuesdays: Monthly meeting of the Republican Party of Sandoval County
(RPSC). 7 p.m. Held at the Gospel Light Baptist Church, 1500 Southern Boulevard in
Rio Rancho. www.SandovalGOP.com.
Third Tuesdays: Sandia Vista Amateur Radio Club. 7 p.m. Help provide emergency
communications in Placitas. Become a “HAM” radio operator. We will help you get your
FCC license. Visitors welcome. Held at the Placitas Fire Station No. 41, Hwy 165, near the
Library. Info: sandiavista.net..
Fourth Tuesdays: Pathways: Wildlife Corridors of NM monthly meeting. 6:30 p.m.
Held at Placitas Community Center. Open to the public. pathwayswc.wordpress.com.
Fourth Tuesdays: Eastern Sandoval County Arroyo Flood Control Authority
(ESCAFCA) meeting. 6 p.m. Held in the Town of Bernalillo Council Chambers. Persons
wishing to be on the agenda or persons with disabilities who need accommodations
should call 771-7110 by the first Tuesday. Board meeting agenda is posted on the
ESCAFCA website (escafca.com) and at the front desk of the Town Hall by Friday preceding the meeting.
Fourth Tuesdays: Placitas Democrats and Friends. 6-7:30 p.m. Held at Placitas Community Library. Meetings are open to the public and feature candidates for local, state,
national offices. www.sandovaldemocrats.org, 259-5860.
Tuesdays: Haven House Domestic Violence Support Group for women whose lives
have been touched by domestic violence. 6:30-8:00 p.m. Topics include: Dynamics of
Domestic Violence, Safety Plans, Developing Healthy Relationships, and information
about available services. All sessions are confidential and free of charge. Held at Rio
Rancho First Baptist Church, corner of Route 528 and 19th Avenue. 896-4869 or 1-800526-7157.
Wednesdays: Seniors (62+) ride free on the Rail Runner. Bring valid photo ID (with
birthdate).
Wednesdays: Thinking Straight open meeting of Alcoholics Anonymous. 6-7 p.m.
Have a Desire to Stop Drinking? Celebrate Sobriety with us and learn how to stay sober.
Held at the First Assembly Church, 274 Camino Don Tomas (Room 8), Just south of
Highway 550 in Bernalillo. 266-1900.
Wednesdays: Cub Scout meetings. 6:30-7:30 p.m. Held at the LDS Church Center in
Bernalillo, west of I-25’s Exit 240. New members are always welcome. 867-4689, 8672047.
Wednesdays: Rotary Club of Rio Rancho Sunrise. 7 a.m. For breakfast, fellowship, a
great speaker, and a chance to get involved in local and worldwide service projects. At
Club Rio Rancho (used to be Chamisa Hills CC), 500 Country Club Drive, Rio Rancho.
Info: Mac McKinney, 892-4313.
Wednesdays: Urban Horticulture Class Continuing Series. 1-3 p.m. Sponsored by the
SandovalMasterGardeners.org. Free and open to the public. Registration preferred. SandovalMasterGardeners.org. Sandoval County Ext. Office, Bernalillo. 929-0414.
First Wednesdays: Free civil legal clinic offered. 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Held in the third-floor
conference room of the Second District Courthouse, at the southwest corner of Lomas
and Fourth, NW. Free legal advice on a number of civil legal issues. No family law serv-

ices will be offered. Attendance is limited to the first 25 persons who qualify for lowincome assistance. Interpreters and bilingual attorneys will be on hand. Attendees
should bring all of their paperwork. Expect about a thirty-minute, free legal consultation. 797-6077.
Second Wednesdays: Rio Rancho Art Association (RRAA) monthly membership
meeting. 6:30-8:30 p.m. RRAA is a non-juried/all mediums regional art association.
You need not be a resident of Rio Rancho to join. Held in Don Chalmer’s Ford Community Room, 2500 Rio Rancho Boulevard, Rio Rancho. www.rraausa.org, www.rioranchoartassociation.blogspot.com or 301-2009.
Second and fourth Wednesdays: Sandoval County Civitans. 6:00 p.m. Held at Fair
Winds, 920 Riverview Drive SE, Rio Rancho. 898-6884.
Third Wednesdays: Meeting of the Coronado Optimist Club. 6-7 p.m. Held at the
Range Cafe in Bernalillo.
Third Wednesdays (except December): Las Placitas Association Board meeting. 6:30
p.m. Held at the Placitas Community Center. lasplacitas.org.
Thursdays: Using Microsoft Word at the Martha Liebert Public Library. 10 a.m. Registration a must. 867-1440.
Thursdays: El Club del Libro—Our monthly Spanish Book Club. 6-7 p.m. Recurring.
Held at Loma Colorado Main Library Rio Rancho History Room. Join us in reading a
book in Spanish, improving conversation skills, and meeting interesting friends who
wouldn’t have the opportunity to cross paths without “El Club del Libro.” This month, in
coordination with PBS’s The Great American Read program, we will discuss Bendiceme,
Ultima by Rudolfo Anaya. No registration required. Walk-ins welcome! Please note new
day and time.
Thursdays: Sandoval County Historical Society archives and library are open to
members and the public for family research, 9 a.m.-Noon. Bernalillo. Info: 867-2755.
First Thursdays: Sandoval County veteran’s outreach and business counseling. 1-4
p.m. Held at the Sandoval County Administrative Building, 1500 Idalia Road in
Bernalillo. All honorably-discharged veterans may be entitled to VA benefits and state
Veteran benefits. Come learn about your potential benefits. Bring your DD-214. 3832414.
First Thursdays: Art and Music at the Loma Colorado Main Library Auditorium,
Rio Rancho. Info: riorancholibraries.org, 505-891-5013.
First and third Thursdays: Sandoval County Commission meeting. 6 p.m. Unless otherwise noted, all meetings will be held in the Sandoval Administration Building, 1500
Idalia Road Building D, Bernalillo. Info or meeting agenda: www.sandovalcounty.com,
867-7500.
Second Thursday: The New Mexico Parkinson’s Coalition (NMPC) meets. 1:30-3
p.m. Held at Grace Outreach at 2900 Southern Boulevard SE in Rio Rancho. The NMPC
works to enhance the quality of life for individuals with Parkinson’s through education,
awareness and support for those with the disease. For more information, call 219-5065
or visit the website: nmparkinson.org.
Second Thursdays: Visionary Arts & Crafts Guild (VACG). 6-8 p.m. VACG is a group of
juried artists whose mission is to develop a fellowship among craftspeople and facilitate
a market for crafts. The VACG supports the “Art of Craft” through exhibitions, education
and public awareness to promote the development and appreciation of craftspeople and
their work. Baptist Church of Rio Rancho Adult Education Center, 1909 Grande Avenue,
Rio Rancho. VisionaryACG@gmail.com, 948-3132.
Third Thursdays: Placitas Community Library Board of Directors Meetings. At the
Placitas Community Library, 453 Hwy 165. 6:30 p.m. Open to the public. Meeting agendas are posted at the library and Placitas Post Office.
Fourth Thursdays: Sandoval County Development Planning & Zoning Commission.
6 p.m. Held at the Sandoval County Administration Building, 1500 Idalia Road., Bldg. D,
Bernalillo.
Last Thursdays: Sandoval County veteran’s outreach and business counseling. 11
a.m.-2 p.m. Held at 433 Meadowlark SE in Rio Rancho. All honorably-discharged veterans may be entitled to VA benefits and state Veteran benefits. Come learn about your
potential benefits. Bring your DD-214. 383-2414.

Second and fourth Saturdays: Placitas Community Flea Market. 7 a.m.-1 p.m. Held at
Homestead Village on Highway 165 in beautiful Placitas. Vendor spaces are $10 for each
10x15 space. Spaces are on a first come basis. We cannot sell food, beverages, or
firearms. Vendor set up time is from 5:30 a.m. Bring your own table, chairs and tents,
which must be weighted down in case the winds pick up. All vendor fees go to a selected
charitable organizations. For additional information, contact Nancy Holley at 515-4323.
Third Saturdays: Rio Rancho Northwest Mesa NAACP meets. 11 a.m. Held at Don
Newton Community Center. Public is invited. www.rrnwmnaacp.org.
Sundays: Corrales Growers’ Market. 9-noon. Located at Corrales and Jones Road. 2590203.
September 1: Unveiling of the permanent exhibit: 400 Years Beyond 1619. 2 p.m.
2019 marks the 400th anniversary of the first documented captured and enslaved
Africans arriving in the United States. This is a year of reflection on the past and anticipation of an enhanced future. Everyone is invited to participate in commemorative
events honoring our African ancestors and the resilience of African American people.
Indoor and outdoor festivities and performances and informal Q & A with historian, Dr.
Daniel Taradash. Held at the Holocaust and Intolerance Museum of New Mexico—616
Central Avenue SW. Light refreshments served. Info: Doris Fields, 867-5340.
September 6 and 7: Climate festival New Mexico Rising! Making a Difference. 5:45-9
p.m. on Saturday; 9 a.m.-5 p.m. on Sunday. featuring films, presentations, and conversations about climate disruption will take place in Albuquerque at the UNM continuing
education conference center—1634 university avenue, NE. www.eventbrite.com/e/newmexico-rising-tickets-67245353663?aff=eac2.
September 7: Pooch Plunge, pet adoption, and donation drive. 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Held at
Haynes Pool, 2006 Grande Boulevard. A day of swimming exclusively for dogs. $5 per
dog. Payment (cash or check only) will be accepted the day of the event at Haynes Pool.
Also taking place at the adjacent Haynes Park during the Pooch Plunge is an animal
adoption event and donation drive for animal shelters coordinated by Pet Food Gone
Wild. 891-5015.
September 7: Artist reception for Mary and Karl Hofmann at Wild Hearts Gallery.
1-4 p.m. Pottery and relief prints, inspired by New Mexican landscapes. Light refreshments will be served. Wild Hearts Gallery is located in Placitas, at the Homestead Village, 221-B State Highway 165.
September 7: The Rio Rancho Astronomical Society hosts Night Under the Stars. 6end of stargaze. Special Guest Speaker will be Apollo 17 Astronaut, Dr. Harrison "Jack"
Schmitt, the second to last man to walk on the Moon! Pizza and drinks provided for a
donation. Held at the Grace Outreach Center, 1016 Rosarito Drive SE in Rio Rancho.
September 8: Sandia Chill Blues and Jazz Jam featuring top local musicians. 6:30 9:00 p.m. Featuring Hillary Smith and Chris Dracup, Michael Anthony, Joanie Cere,
Wendy Beach, Michael Herndon, Toni Morgan, and More! The concert will take place
outdoors at the Homestead Village Shopping Center in Placitas near the Merc. Admission opens at 5:45 p.m. Bring your own outdoor lawn chair and a picnic. $15/ children
free when accompanying an adult. 214-544-5827.
September 8: Sandoval County Historical Society presents “Gallegos Family History,” by David C de Baca, Genealogist. 2 p.m. Held at the Delavy House in Bernalillo.
Historical Society archives and library are open to members and the public for family
research every Thursday morning, from 9-noon. Info: 867-2755.
September 8: Placitas Artist Series concert and visual artist reception. Reception at
2 p.m.; concert at 3 p.m. Featuring musician Fredenburgh, joined by Kevin Vigneau,
Cármelo de los Santos, and Tobias Vigneau, and visual artists Allan Bourne, photography; Jeanette Cook, oil and cold wax; Ilena Grayson, acrylic painting; David S. McKee,
acrylic and mixed media; and Denise Elvrum. The concert and visual artist reception
take place at Las Placitas Presbyterian Church in the village of Placitas, located six miles
east of I-25 on NM 165 (Exit 242). The facility is completely accessible. For ticket information and further details, see page 2 of this Signpost.
September 8: Fourth annual Placitas Garden Tour. 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Come enjoy the
beautiful surroundings and discover the secret gardens of Placitas in the fall. Tickets are
available at local nurseries, La Puerta Real Estate, the Merc Grocery, and the Placitas
Community Library. Get more info and tickets at www.placitasgardentour.com.

Fridays: Toddler Time at the Martha Liebert Public Library. 10 a.m. 867-1440.

September 9: Xeric Garden Club presents: Climate Change Separating Pollinators
from their Plants: What Can Habitat Gardeners Do! 2-3 p.m. Docent Kathy Grassel
will give a tour of the Xeric Garden Club’s Certified Wildlife Habitat Garden, speaking on
specialist pollinators facing serious problems in a changing environment. Habitat fragmentation and pesticides have already disrupted many landscapes. Now with a warming
planet, will differing rates of migration between plant and pollinator cause extinction of
both? Kathy will grapple with this and more. The Albuquerque Garden Center, 10120
Lomas Blvd NE. Free. For further info go to: www.xericgardenclub.org.

Fridays: Sandoval County Stroke Support Group. 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Provides weekly
support to survivors of stroke, their caregivers, adult family members, and health care
providers. Water and light snacks provided. No charge for meetings. Social outings
arranged six times a year. Geri: 620-8802.

September 13 & 14: ANAA Gallery: Authentic Native Arts Association Open House.
Meet the Artists. Friday reception: 6-9 p.m. Gallery open 10am-5pm on Saturday. 51
Jemez Canyon Dam Rd., Set 102-B, Bernalillo 87004, anaagallery.com. (Details: see ad,
page 23).

Fridays: Celebrate Recovery—12 steps to finding freedom from hurts, hang-ups,
and habits. 6:30 p.m. Held at the First Assembly Church, 274 Camino Don Tomas,
Bernalillo. 867-7226.

September 14: Music in Corrales. 7:30 p.m. Ronn McFarlane, Grammy-nominated
lutenist, strives to bring the lute—the most popular instrument of the Renaissance—
into today’s musical mainstream and make it accessible to a wider audience. Held at Old
San Ysidro Church—966 Old Church Road in Corrales. Info: Jannie Dusseau, 890-5583
or www.corraleshistory.org.

Fridays: Bernalillo Farmers Market. 4-7 pm. through October. Offering
fresh fruits, produce, herbs, and more. Under pavilion at Rotary Park. SNAP EBT dollars
are doubled. Vendors welcome. 228-5801.

First Fridays: Monthly luncheon of the Democratic Party of Sandoval County. 11:30
a.m.-1 p.m. Range Cafe in Bernalillo, 925 Camino del Pueblo. Sandoval Democrats
gather once a month (most months) to welcome speakers, candidates, and government
representatives. You pay for your lunch from the menu, or come for just the meeting.
www.sandovaldemocrats.org.
Second Fridays: Monthly luncheon of the San-Bern Federated Republican Women.
11:30 a.m. Held at El Pinto restaurant—10500 Fourth St NW. The group offers meetand-greet luncheons to discuss business and politics for both Sandoval and Bernalillo
County Republican interests. Aim is to promote an informed public through political
education and activity. All Republican women and men invited to attend. Contact Julie
Wright at 720-4883 or go to www.sanbernfrw.org.
Saturdays: Wildflower walks on the Sandia Ranger District. Starting at 9 a.m. There
will be an amenity fee of three dollars. Be sure to bring a hat, water, and sunscreen. Sandia Ranger District: 281-3305.
Saturdays: Casa Rosa Food Bank. Open 9-11 a.m. Held in the pink house east of Las
Placitas Presbyterian Church at 640 Highway 165, six miles east of I-25. Community
outreach program provides nonperishable food items as well as dairy, frozen meats, and
fresh produce as available for Placitas residents in need. Donations, volunteers welcome.

September 16: Monthly meeting of the ES-CA. 4:30-6 p.m. Held at the Placitas Community Library, NM Hwy 165. Note new meeting time!
September 21: Las Montañas FunRacer. Held in the foothills of the Sandias in Placitas.
One mile, 5k, and 10k options. Dogs encouraged to join in the runs. All proceeds benefit
local nonprofits. Register at www.runsignup.com/funracer-nm.
September 21: Stress relief workshop at PCL. 2 p.m. Join Certified EFT Practitioner
and Emotional Fitness Teacher Marti Murphy for a captivating program about. Emotional Freedom Technique (EFT), a surprising, slightly strange and highly effective technique to significantly reduce chronic stress in your life.
October 5: La Llorona told at the Town of Bernalillo-Martha Liebert Public
Library. 10 a.m. Storyteller Rosalia de Aragon will bring to life the story of La Llorona:
The Wailing Woman. This spellbinding story is about the famous ghost from Spanish
folklore, who’s eerie and spine chilling cries call out as she searches for her lost loved
ones. Ms. de Aragon comes to us through funding by the New Mexico Humanities Council and the New Mexico Department of Cultural Affairs.

Saturdays: Village of Los Ranchos de Albuquerque Growers’ Market. Free. Sep.-Nov.
8 a.m.-noon. Fresh vegetable, fruits, herbs flowers, jams, cheeses, arts and crafts. Live
music. Voted “Best In City.” Accepts WIC/Senior. At Village of Los Ranchos tennis court
parking lot. losranchosgrowersmarket.com.
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Bernalillo Senior Center activities
September 2: Closed in observance of Labor Day
September 3: 9:00 a.m. local shopping, 10:00 a.m. line dancing,
12:30 p.m. senior advisory meeting, 1:00 p.m. Power yoga, 1:30 p.m.
group painting
September 4: 8:00 a.m. Roadrunner mobile food pantry, 10:00 a.m.
line dancing, 12:30 p.m. popcorn and activities, 1:30 p.m. tai chi
September 5: 10:00 a.m. group painting, 12:30 p.m. Mexican dominoes, 12:30 p.m. crochet with Liz
September 6: 9:00 a.m. Old Town, 12:30 p.m. billiards
September 9: 8:30 a.m. NM State Fair, 10:00 a.m. coffee social, 12:30
p.m. billiards
September 10: 9:00 a.m. Walmart, 10:00 a.m. line dancing, 1:00 p.m.
Power yoga, 1:30 p.m. group painting
September 11: 10:00 a.m. line dancing, 12:30 p.m. bingo, 1:30 p.m.
tai chi
September 12: 10:00 a.m. group painting, 12:30 p.m. Mexican dominoes, 12:30 p.m. crochet with Liz
September 13: 10:00 a.m. Coronado mall, 12:30 p.m. billiards
September 16: 10:00 a.m. coffee social and Senior Law Office (Life
Planning Presentation), 12:30 p.m. bingo
September 17: 9:00 a.m. local shopping, 10:00 a.m. line dancing,
1:00 p.m. Power yoga, 1:30 p.m. group painting
September 18: 9:00 a.m. Echo Commodities, 10:00 a.m. line dancing, 12:30 p.m. bingo, 1:30 tai chi

September 19: 10:00 a.m. group painting, 12:30 p.m. Mexican dominoes, 12:30 p.m. crochet with Liz, 1:00 p.m. United Health catalog
party
September 20: 9:00 a.m. Kit Carson in Taos, 12:30 p.m. billiards
September 23: 10:00 a.m. coffee social, 12:30 p.m. bingo, 12:30 p.m.
billiards
September 24: 9:00 a.m. Walmart, 10:00 a.m. line dancing, 1:00 p.m.
Power yoga, 1:30 p.m. group painting
September 25: 8:30 a.m. Zoo, 10:00 a.m. line dancing, 1:30 p.m. tai
chi
September 26: 10:00 a.m. group painting, 12:30 p.m. Mexican dominoes, 12:30 p.m. crochet with Liz
September 27: 10:00 a.m. Lovelace Fall Prevention, 10:30 a.m. billiards game day, 12:30 p.m. birthday social, 1:00 p.m. birthday
bingo
September 28: 9:00 a.m. Corrales Harvest Festival
September 30: 10:00 a.m. coffee social, 10:00 a.m. Dollar Tree, 12:30
p.m. bingo, 12:30 p.m. billiards

Placitas Community Center activities
WEEKLY PROGRAMS
Monday: yoga 9:30 a.m., enhanced fitness 11:15 a.m., Qi Gong 1:30
p.m.
Tuesday: pilates class 8:15 a.m., Zumba 9:30 a.m., painting class
9:30 a.m., enhanced fitness 11:00 a.m., bingo 1:00 p.m., billiards
12:00 p.m., fused glass open studio every second Tuesday 2:30-4:00
p.m.
Wednesday: project linus blanket making 9:30 a.m., cards 1:00
p.m., billiards 9:00 a.m.-3:15 p.m., tai chi 3:30 p.m.
Thursday: pilates 8:15 a.m., yoga 9:30-11:00 a.m. enhanced fitness
11:15 a.m., beading class 1:00 p.m., beyond mixed media 1:30 p.m.,
billards 2:15 p.m.
Friday: Zumba 9:00 a.m., having fun with clay 9:30 a.m., painting
class 9:30 a.m., enhanced fitness 12:00-1:00 p.m., Bingo 1:00 p.m.,
billiards 1:30 p.m.
SPECIAL CLASSES/EVENTS:
September 2: Center closed in observation of Labor Day
September 3: Hair cuts 9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.
September 5: Shopping Trip 9:30 a.m.
September 9: Senior day at State Fair 9:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

Martin
Knanishu
Martin Knanishu passed away
on June 17, 2019.
When he first came to
Placitas, he knew he wouldn’t
leave. In 1985, he built his
adobe home looking at the
Sandias and put down roots
in the community.
Martin’s quick wit and
ready smile made him many friends and he was soon the
reliable left-fielder for the Placitas Players softball team of
the late Eighties.
Always wanting to help others, he generously gave his time
to his friends, local causes, and clients in his law practice.
Marty lost his fight with cancer, but will always be
remembered with admiration and respect by those who
knew him.
A gathering celebrating Marty’s life will be held locally
on September 21, 2019, at 1:00 p.m. Please call 505-8674403 for details.
•••

September 10: Chair Massages with Dhara 1:00-4:00 p.m., Community wide fused glass open house 2:30 p.m.
September 11: Billiards Game Day 10:30 a.m.
September 12: Veterans Outreach 11:00 a.m.
September 13: Rummage Sale 9:00 a.m.
September 17: Hair Cuts 9:30 a.m.- 2:30 p.m.
September 18: Health Checks 11:00 a.m., Birthday Social 11:30
a.m., Audiology Presentation 12:30 p.m.
September 19: Laguna Feast 9:00 a.m.
September 23: Card-making class 12:30 p.m.
September 25: Advisory Board 10:00 a.m.
September 26: Fenton Lake Countywide Senior Picnic
September 30: Fall potluck bingo 11:30 a.m.
Fused Glass Workshop—Kiln-fired glass is an ancient art form that
employs dichroic glass which sparkles with metals. Come to the
fused glass open workshop on Tuesday, September 10, from 2:30 to
4:00 p.m., at the Placitas Community Center. The workshop is free.
If you’d like to continue, you can sign up for three consective
classes. Materials are $10. If you cannot attend the Open House, call
867-1396 to reserve your space for the regular class.

Corrales Senior Center activities
AGE REQUIREMENTS: 60+ years
OPERATION TIME: Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
LOCATION: 4324-A Corrales Road, Corrales
Activities vary month to month. The Center also celebrates special
events, and holds holiday parties, birthday socials, dances, and
informal presentations. Open gym equipment, pool table available
daily.
Call the Center for the full Activities Schedule at (505) 897-3818, or
stop by to pick one up.

ONGOING:
Mondays: 8:15 a.m. Yoga, 9:30 a.m. Yoga, 3:30 p.m. Tai Chi
Tuesdays: 8:30 a.m. Zumba, 10:00 a.m. conversational Spanish, 2:00
p.m. Ukulele Jam (except second Tuesdays)
Wednesdays: 8:15 a.m. Yoga, 9:30 a.m. Yoga, 12:30 p.m. two-hour
Bingo, 3:15 p.m. Tai Chi
Thursdays: 8:30 a.m. Zumba, 10:00 a.m. Linus Project, 2:00 p.m.
PWR! Group (first and third Thursdays)
Fridays: 8:30 a.m. Beginning Line Dance, 9:30 a.m. Line Dance, 2:00
p.m. Chair Tai Chi

Sandoval County Senior Centers’ lunch menu
September 3: Frito pie, chuckwagon corn, shredded lettuce/tomato, flour tortilla, fresh melon
September 4: Creole pork chop, yellow rice, steamed veggies, spinach salad with dressing, whole wheat roll with
margarine, chilled applesauce
September 5: Hot dog with grilled peppers/onions, tater
tots and corn, coleslaw, fruit crisp
September 6: Red chile beef and cheese burrito, spanish
rice, steamed zucchini and onions, shredded
lettuce/tomato, fresh watermelon
September 9: Turkey and cheese sandwich, lettuce leaf and
tomato slice, pickle spear, macaroni salad, carrots with
ranch dip, fresh orange
September 10: Breakfast for lunch, bacon egg and cheese
burrito, with green chile gravy, breakfast potatoes, mushrooms, spinach, peppers and onions, juice
September 11: Chef ’s salad with turkey, ham, tomato,
cheese and egg, croutons, club crackers, fruit cocktail,
vanilla pudding

September 12: Fried rice with eggs, peas, carrots, green
onion, green beans, and green sprouts, garden salad with
dressing, whole wheat roll with margarine, peaches and
fortune cookie
September 13: Beef lasagna, steamed Italian green beans,
cucumber, tomato and onion salad, garlic breadstick, pears
September 16: Salisbury steak with mushroom gravy, scalloped potatoes, steamed veggies, garden salad with dressing, biscuit with margarine, Mandarin oranges
September 17: State fair day, mini corn dogs, steamed corn,
coleslaw, baked spiced apples
September 18: Meatloaf with gravy, mashed potatoes with
gravy, steamed veggies, garden salad with dressing, whole
wheat roll with margarine, peaches
September 19: Carne adovada, steamed zucchini and
onions, garden salad with dressing, flour tortilla fresh
melon peanut butter cookie
September 20: Baked salmon with lemon butter, wild and
white rice, steamed veggies, coleslaw, garlic breadstick,

fresh banana
September 23: Chicken marinara, herbed pasta caesar
salad with dressing, steamed veggies, garlic toast, fruit
cocktail
September 24: Sloppy joe sandwich, pork and beans,
steamed veggies, garden salad with dressing, fruit crisp
September 25: Santa Fe chicken, spanish rice, steamed zucchini and onions, garden salad with dressing, cornbread
with honey, pineapple chunks
September 26: Red chile beef cheese enchiladas, refried
beans, chuckwagon corn, shredded lettuce/tomato, fresh
orange
September 27: Fish filet sandwich, roasted red potatoes,
steamed veggies, coleslaw, pears
September 30: Country fried steak, mashed potato and
gravy, steamed veggies, garden salad with dressing, biscuit
with margarine, fresh banana
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YO U T H
Two of the many winners from
the 2019 Sandoval County Fair
in Cuba, New Mexico
(Right) Natasha Kwiatkowski, Corralitos 4-H Club,
Corrales, with her Grand Champion Rabbits
(Far right) Cheyenne Maes, Cotton City Cotton Tails
4-H Club, Algodones, stands in center
with her Grand Champion Lamb.
To the left is Luther Dunlap,
Lamb Breeder, Melrose, NM;
Stancy Chavez, 2018-2019 Sandoval County Fair
Queen stands behind, with Abigail McSween,
2019-2020 Sandoval County Sweetheart,
Corralitos 4-H Club, Corrales, to the right.

ANIMAL NEWS

Pooch Plunge, pet adoption,
and donation drive
The Rio Rancho Parks, Recreation, and Community
Services Department’s annual Pooch Plunge event
will take place on September 7, from 10:00 a.m. to
3:00 p.m. at Haynes Pool, 2006 Grande Boulevard.
The event is a day of swimming exclusively for
dogs and is the final activity held at the pool before
closing for the season. All dogs must be current on
vaccinations, have a copy of the vaccination
records, accompanied by an adult, and have a collar

and leash to and from the pool. All dog owners and
spectators may go ankle deep in the water only (no
swimming).
The cost to take part in the event is $5 per dog.
Payment (cash or check only) will be accepted the
day of the event at Haynes Pool.
Also taking place at the adjacent Haynes Park
during the Pooch Plunge is an animal adoption

event and donation drive for animal shelters coordinated by Pet Food Gone Wild. Recommended
donation items include pet food, cat litter, gently
used blankets, towels, newspaper, paper towels,
and clean toys. There will also be food vendors,
jumpers, and lots of other things to see and do.
For further details, call 891-5015.

New Mexico Game Commission considering paltry changes to trapping rules
———CHRIS SMITH, WILDEARTH GUARDIANS
This month, the State Game Commission began considering negligible changes
to the regulations on trapping in the state, proposed by the New Mexico
Department of Game and Fish. As introduced, the proposal includes closing
approximately only 0.5% of public lands to most traps on land, some technical
requirements on how to set traps, mandatory trapper education, and increased
setbacks from trailheads (but not from trails or roads). The proposal also calls
for expanding to year-round trapping seasons for muskrats and nutria and
increasing the timeframe a trapper has to check on underwater traps. Several
Game Commissioners encouraged Department staff to consider additional
measures to appease trappers, including opening more Wildlife Management
Areas to recreational trapping.
The Department of Game and Fish proposal comes after a bill to restrict commercial trapping on public lands made unprecedented progress in the New
Mexico legislature. House Bill 366 (2019), called “Roxy’s Law” after the dog
who was strangled to death in a snare near Santa Cruz Lake, passed two legislative committees, but did not receive a vote on the House floor. Activists
believe the legislation is necessary for protecting New Mexicans, their companion animals, native wildlife, and public lands—and they fear the weak rule
changes are meant to undermine the legislation with minor, superficial adjustments to the status quo.
The vast majority of New Mexicans oppose trapping, and this proposal does
almost nothing to alleviate their concerns. The Department is trying to dance
around the margins of the problem while the real solution is to get traps and
snares off of public lands altogether.
The Department of Game and Fish has stated it plans to provide several
avenues for public comment and to address trapping rule changes at subsequent Game Commission meetings in October and November, and they plan to
finalize any changes by mid-January 2020.
Trapping on public lands is legal in New Mexico. There are no bag limits for
furbearer species. The law does not require trap locations to be marked, signed,
or for any warnings to be present. No gross receipts tax is levied on fur and

pelts sold by trappers. No penalties exist for trappers who unintentionally trap
non-target species including endangered species, protected species, domestic
animals, pets, humans, or livestock.
No database or official record is kept by any public entity and no requirement exists that trappers report when they have captured a dog in their traps.
The pattern these incidents follow are usually similar; dogs screaming and
frantically biting at the person desperately trying to rescue them. Veterinary
and even human medical treatment along with associated expenses can result,
as can long-lasting psychological trauma.
The true toll that trapping takes on native wildlife is difficult to know.
Reporting requirements exist for some species, but not for often-trapped socalled “unprotected furbearers” like coyotes and skunks. The accuracy of
reporting is unverifiable and numbers do not adequately articulate the suffering and carnage that traps wreak on bobcats, foxes, imperiled Mexican gray
wolves, coyotes, and other animals.
The almost singular excuse for the above-mentioned incidents is that trapping is necessary to control carnivore populations, but scientific studies do not
support this assertion. In fact, scientific studies show that trapping and lethally
removing carnivore species, like coyotes, often exacerbate conflicts such as
those with livestock.
The existence of trapping by a minuscule subset of the population using New
Mexico’s public lands is in direct conflict with one of the state’s most valuable
economic strengths: outdoor recreation. Highlighted by the recent New Mexico
Outdoor Economics Conference in Las Cruces, the outdoor recreation economy
in New Mexico is a current and future boon—diversifying and stabilizing the
state’s economy while creating 99,000 direct jobs in the process. Outdoor recreation includes hiking, camping, wildlife viewing, hunting, horseback riding,
angling, trail running, and bicycling. This economy is not bolstered by piles of
dead animals discarded by public roadways or by the thousands of wild animals taken from New Mexico’s diverse public landscapes for personal profit.
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LALO’S PET PRINTS
Email your animal photos to “Lalo” at:
email@sandovalsignpost.com

Excellent care for your family pet
Coronado Pet Hospital is a state-of-the-art, clean, and comfortable
veterinary clinic with a wide variety of veterinary services for total pet care.
Coronado's compassionate and experienced staff is fully equipped to
treat dogs, cats, and many exotic species with general and emergency
veterinary services, surgery, dental care, and prescription pet foods.

Stop by to meet our staff or call for an appointment today.

Regal Horned Lizard

—PHOTO

BY

MICHAEL SARE

Conveniently located at
4192 Hwy 528 (just South of 550)
Rio Rancho, NM 87144

Call 505-771-3311
Open: Mon-Fri 8am-6pm • Saturdays 8am-4pm
Closed Sundays and major holidays

A N I M A L H OT L I N E
(Above)
Prairie rattler
(Left)
Baby praying mantis
(Below)
Young coyote
—PHOTOS BY
TODD RENNECKAR

A service to help reunite lost and found pets with their people.

LOVING DOG
NEEDS A NEW HOME
“Sebastian” is five years old, neutered,
very friendly, loves people and female dogs.
Border Collie-Aussie Mix. Very smart.
Needs a job. Medium energy level,
well-trained, wants to please.
Comes with two medium-sized wire crates,
two medium-sized plastic crates, leashes,
and food. His shots are up-to-date.
Please call Debbi at 505 440-0875.

If you lose or find an animal
in Sandoval County,
email the information to:

email@sandovalsignpost.com
We will place it in the upcoming issue
at no charge.
If the animal you reported no longer needs
attention, please email the Signpost
by the 20th of the month to
have the listing not included.
“Sebastian”
The Animal Hotline is a free service
of the Signpost.
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A N I N D E P E N D E N T L O C A L N E W S PA P E R

To place a classified ad,
email your ad or questions to:
email@sandovalsignpost.com
(Includes a free posting on the Signpost website.)
For further information, visit:
www.sandovalsignpost.com
or call the Signpost office at 505-867-3810.

CLEAN INg

ANIMALS

ANIMALS

C L A SS I F I E D S

~ CO N T I N U E D ~
DESERT FLOWER CARPET & STEAM CLEANING
CARPET AND FURNITURE SPECIALISTS
We steam clean wool and silk area rugs, too,
plus your tile, grout and stone
867-4493 • www.desertflowercleancarpets.com

ALL CREATURES PETSITTING. Loving, fun care.
Vacation, business, emergencies. Placitas/Bernalillo.
Call Karen at 977-0426.

Paws N’ Claws Pet Care
In-Home Pet Care serving:
Placitas, Rio Rancho & Corrales
Overnight Pet Care serving: Santa Fe

Insured • References

Pet Sitting • Pet Waste Removal

Certified Cleaners • Member ARCSI

505-440-0875

Call for Free Estimate

PawsNClaws02@gmail.com
Deb Stichmann
Licensed/Insured

RESPONSIBLE PET- & HOUSE-SITTER AVAILABLE—
Responsible, mature woman seeks house-sitting position.
Pets and barn animals lovingly cared for. Short and
long-term situations. References. Please call Lois at
575-519-8498.

WILDLIFE RESCUE—Call 505-344-2500.
An all-volunteer wildlife rescue program to assist injured
or orphaned wildlife. A service of the Rio Grande Nature
Center in Albuquerque, New Mexico.

PLACITAS HOUSEKEEPING
C L A SS E S
Chris Livingston, Master Music Instructor
Want to learn Piano, Guitar, Bass, Ukulele or Theory?
Like Jazz, Rock, Classical, Funk? What’s your Style?

Call Chris for LESSONS in his home or yours!
B.A. in Music • 20 yrs. Instructor & Performer
Certified in Early Childhood Teaching
Reasonable rates • Gentle approach to teaching/learning

505-980-4322 • Chrisguitarpiano@gmail.com

bernalillopetcarecenter.com

Now Open in Placitas

(505) 818-4348 • michaelleaburns@gmail.com

Local resident • 25 years experience
References provided • Placitas area
Lesia Graham — 448-1152 / 415-2680
ROSA’S HOUSECLEANING SERVICE, LLC
~ Family Business in Bernalillo ~
Licensed • Free Estimates
References Provided

505-379-8652 • 505-990-2053

FOR SALE:
HOMES / LAND

Bridget Cobb—Proprietor

Camp Pa sitive
Where your dog can come stay and play
Offering day camp and overnights at our home.
150 Camino de la Rosa Castilla
Phone: 867-4408
Make a reservation for your pup to come play with us.

NON-LETHAL SNAKE REMOVAL
~ ~ ~ Any kind of snake ~ ~ ~
Donations accepted for payment.

Call Moises—321-3600

—“ANIMALS,” continued next column

H E L P W A N TE D
WRITER WANTED—The New Mexico branch of The
History Press, an imprint of Arcadia Publishing, the
largest publisher of local and regional interest titles in the
country, is looking for someone to write a Sandoval
County title for their Hidden History series, which details
the lesser-known stories of an area’s heritage. To discuss,
contact Ben Gibson, Commissioning Editor @ The History
Press, at 817-925-4256.

PAGE 28 • S EPTEMBER 2019 • S ANDOVAL S IGNPOST • S ERVING

THE BEST OF THE VALLEY AND MOUNTAINS—
Wild Cherry Farms in the village. Five lots with shared
well, underground power and natural gas. Great western
and mountain views tucked in among the fruit and cottonwood trees. Asking $82,000 per lot. Porter 263-3662,
La Puerta Real Estate Services, LLC -867-3388.

GREAT LITTLE STARTER HOUSE ON A CUL-DE-SAC
WITH PRIVACY AND VIEWS—3BR, 2BA, pitched metal
roof, front/back porches and a walled courtyard all on a
completely fenced 1.25 acre lot. Asking $319,000. Call
Porter 263-3662. La Puerta Real Estate Services, LLC- 8673388.

—“FOR SALE: HOMES / LAND,” continued next page
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FOR SALE:
HOMES / LAND

FOR SALE:
HOMES / LAND

~ CO N T I N U E D ~

~ CO N T I N U E D ~

DESERT MOUNTAIN VIEW LOT IN A CUL-DE-SAC
AWAY FROM THE HIGHWAY—All underground utilities to the lot and a driveway cut to the building area.
Complete Sandia and sunset/city light views. Only
$125,000. Call Porter 263-3662. La Puerta Real Estate Serv,
LLC 867-3388.

g RO U N D W O R K :
/ LANDSCAPING
Innovation Tree Specialist

PLACITAS—4 ACRES ALONG SEASONAL
STREAM—$35,000. Placitas Realty 867-8000, Dave 2632266.

FABIAN ACEVEDO
Owner, Operator

505-459-4372
505-515-8355

Tree Trimming
Pruning • Removal
Stump Grinding • Pesticide

fabian4372@gmail.com

LYNN KOCH, CRS, 3+ DECADES IN REAL ESTATE
is excited to announce her move to REALTY ONE OF NEW MEXICO
New Mexico’s largest real estate company, over 800 agents strong.
We still offer great personal service, but have access to the most
technologically advanced systems available in real estate today.

Licensed-Insured
Free Estimates
Review us on Google
& Angie’s list

COMING SOON—12 CINCO CIRCLE

AFFORDABLE 1 ACRE LOT!—Sandia Mountain and
Cabezon views. Well share, nearby utilities, septic system.
Placitas Realty 867-8000, Janice 250-6946.

BEAUTIFUL VIEW PROPERTY
THREE (3) ADJOINING LOTS!
Build your dream home on a rare 7.5+-acre parcel

Southwest beauty wonderfully located - easy access but far enough back on
private road for quiet and privacy. Quick walk to public land trail system.
Appealing floor plan with separated master from other bedrooms. Warm
and inviting architecture with Southwest amenities like beamed ceilings,
wood posts & corbels and Saltillo tile. Enjoy mountain and sunset views
from patios and backyard fire pit. Breathe deeply - you're home now!
3 bedrooms and office, 3 baths, 3137 sf, 2.02 acres , $585,000-.

DALE’S TREE SERVICE—Pruning, removals, stumps,
hauling and mowing. 28 years experience. Dale Roberts,
505-473-4129 or 505-977-1981.

LOT 110, YUCCA LANE—MOTIVATED SELLER SAYS MAKE OFFER
on this king of the hill improved ridge lot w/ graded road & building site.
Unobstructed mountain, sunset & city light views. Generous 3.15-acre
parcel for privacy. Incredibly priced at $65,000.

BLOOMING NATIVE GARDENS

31 LA ENTRADA: RIDGE LOT—with spectacular Sandia Mountains,
Village of Placitas and sunset views. Fully improved one acre parcel with
all underground utilities - electric, telephone and shared well system.
Surrounded by gorgeous homes. Paved roads. $82,800
LOT 128, OCATE COURT—ALL AROUND VIEWS—Sandia Mountain,
Mesa and Sunset views from this easy building site comprised of 1.68
acres. Located in gorgeous Anasazi Meadows. Fully improved w/ community water, electric, telephone, cable & natural gas. Build your dream home
here! $115,000.

in Placitas that allows freedom to breathe, garden,

Call (m) 505-379-2289; (o) 883-9400 or email
lynn@placitasrealestate.com • VISIT www.PlacitasRealEstate.com

keep horses, have guest houses, RVs, and more.

YOUR “GO–TO” SITE FOR PLACITAS INFORMATION!

PROFESSIONAL XERISCAPE DESIGN,
INSTALLATION & MAINTENANCE
•
•
•
•
•
•

Xeriscape design, installation & maintenance
Installation & repair of irrigation & water features
Over 30 yrs experience in native/non-native plants
Offering maintenance schedule to fit your needs
10% off Clean-up for new Placitas customers
Installation from sod & plants to flagstone patios
& block walls

BASED IN PLACITAS • CALL NOW TO SCHEDULE

505-440-0875

The property is subdivided into three 2.5-acre lots

Visit our website: bloomingnativegardens.com

with gorgeous mountain and mesa sunset views.

Recommended by Angie’s List • References furnished • Lic/Ins

Buy one, two, or have it all at a 10% discount.
A moss rock arroyo provides your own private park.
The 560-acre Placitas Open Space is right next door.
Take a drive • Have a look! • At intersection of

FOR SALE
M I S CE L L A N E O U S

Arco Iris, Sacred Path & Hohokam Road

CALL TY FOR FURTHER INFO—505-867-5603

PLACITAS—AFFORDABLE HOME $209,000—1,359 sq.
ft. remodeled home in the Village of Placitas! Dave
Harper 263-2266, Placitas Realty 867-8000.

PLACITAS—ACRE LOT IN PLACITAS $48,000—Level
lot with water & underground utilities included. Views of
Sandias, Jemez & sunsets! Placitas Realty 867-8000, Dave
263-2266.

PLACITAS—6 ACRES $98,000—View lot with community water and panoramic views! Call Dave 263-2266,
Placitas Realty 867-8000.

PLACITAS 2-ACRE LOT WITH WATER & ELECTRIC
$34,000—Affordable lot with water & power. Motivated!
Placitas Realty 867-8000, Dave Harper 263-2266.

PLACITAS—STRAW BALE CUSTOM HOME—3,800 sq.
ft. with 3 BR + office, great rm, 2nd living rm, 2.5 baths, 2car garage & outstanding mesa views! Backing up up to
open space. Dave 263-2266, Placitas Realty 867-8000.

—“FOR SALE: HOMES / LAND,” continued next column

FOR SALE—KAYAKS—Two 10-foot Pelican Odyssey
kayaks with paddles. Lightweight, small storage and
cooler areas, three years old, excellent condition. $100
each. Please call Debbi at 505-440-0875.

Rebuilding Together Sandoval County
CHARITY SALE—854 Camino Don Tomas, Bernalillo
Store hours: Every Friday & Saturday 10 AM to 2 PM
Open for business and to accept donations every
Friday and Saturday. New items arriving weekly.
Deliver donations to facility during store hours on
Friday or Saturday, or contact Janice at 867-1139
or help@rebuildingtogethersandoval.org.
Donations are tax deductible as allowed by law.
We will provide you with a tax receipt.

FOR SALE
VEHICLES

WHELCHEL
Landscaping and Construction Co.
SAVE 10% off our already competitive prices
when you MENTION this SIGNPOST AD!
NOW is a great time to SAVE MONEY
on Landscaping, Concrete Work, Paved Patios,
Patio Covers, Gravel Work & more!
We’re specialists in Landscaping & Outdoor Living
If you can imagine it, we can create it.
Sprinkler & Drip Systems
Concrete, Flagstone & Brick Work
Block Walls & Stucco Work • Additions & Remodels
Kiva Fireplaces, Banco Seating, Outdoor Kitchens
Portals, Patio Covers, Decks, Retaining Walls
Terracing , Sod, Gravel & Planting

Call 221-8052 for free estimate
References/Pictures on Request • www.nmlandscaping.com
Licensed/Bonded/Insured/Lic. #60178
A-Rating - Angie’s List • AAA - Better Business Bureau

—“GROUND WORK / LANDSCAPING,” continued next page

2005 BMW Z4 3.0—Rediscover the joy of driving
6 cylinder, automatic, convertible, silver, black leather upholstery.
122,171 miles. Very good condition. $7,400. Please call
505.404.8554 for more information or an introduction to the car.

THANK YOU for your support
of Signpost advertisers.
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C L A SS I F I E D S

H E A LT H / S P I R I T
/ BEAUTY

S E R V I CE S

~ CO N T I N U E D ~
g RO U N D W O R K :
/ LANDSCAPING

O'HARA PAINTING—Quality craftsmanship.
MASSAGE AND REFLEXOLOGY—Call Evelyn Clark
505-670-5683. Info at: bodyshopbysusan.com. Lic. #MT4354. Professional service. Clean and efficient. Low VOC
paint products. Licensed, Bonded and Insured. Check
references at: nextdoor.com. Call Kieran O'Hara for a
free estimate. 505-699-6253 (land lines: dial 505).

~ CO N T I N U E D ~

FOREVERBLOOM—A HORTICULTURE AND
ARBORICULTURE BUSINESS. Services include:
Consulting, landscape design, plant care, pre-purchase
inspection and selection. Disease and pest infestation
control. Tree appraisals and landscape restoration.
30 yrs. exp. Please give me a call—Virginia Escamilla at
505-379-8890.

Tom Mankowsky

Lic.#29769

SEPT SPECIALS: 20% off House/Stucco Painting
15% OFF Roof/Drywall/Stucco damage repair

Tibetan Cranial Sessions by appt.

INSURED! INSURED! INSURED!

Tibetan Cranial info, visit: www.atmabodhyoga.com

Construction • Framing • Home maintenance • Carpentry
Painting/Staining • Wood restoration • Texturing
Interior trim/moulding • Mold remediation • Dry Wall repair
Custom window screens & rescreening
Baseboards • Window cleaning • Stucco
Tree Pruning • Landscaping • Gardening
Trash removal • Demolition • General labor

PLACITAS CHIROPRACTIC
505-620-3312
Dr. Mary Lou Skelton

LAWN SPRINKLERS

GREAT LOCAL REFERENCES • FREE ESTIMATES!

Repairs / Installation • 892-7215 or 250-0301

Placitas Del Salon

505-377-7488 • eligamayhew@yahoo.com

NEW CLIENTS WELCOME!

Yo u n g G u n s Ya r d C o n t r o l

~HENNA Tinting~

Yard Work / Landscaping / Gravel Delivery

~Eyelash Lift & Extension~
We Are A Full Service Salon
Call for Appt: 505-867-6361

Tractor Work • Dump Runs • Tree Trimming
& More! • Placitas & Sandoval County

CALL (505) 699-4923

CLEAN-UP—I DO THE WORK AND HAUL IT AWAY.
I have a full-size cargo van. Also, pick-ups and deliveries
Albuquerque Metro, Santa Fe & surrounding areas. Long
distance pickup/delivery. Errands, construction clean-up.
Senior discount. Placitas resident. Greg 505-269-0842.

221 Hwy. 165, Ste. I, Placitas 87043 • Next to “Alive Fitness Studio”
PlacitasDelSalon@gmail.com • www.PlacitasDelSalon.com

Antonio Dominguez

RE N T / L E A S E
SANTA FE STYLE! 3 BED, 3 BATH—Beautiful custom
features. Patio w/views! Convenient to I-25. $2,015 per
month on lease. Placitas Realty 867-8000, Janice 250-6946.

HOUSE FOR RENT ON 1.9 ACRES IN BEAUTIFUL
PLACITAS—2 bedroom, 1.5 bath, new kitchen w/ granite. $1,100 per month. Please contact Allison Gallegos at
(505) 217-1135 or email: ally@ammre.com.

LOOKING FOR A HEALING SPACE TO SHARE IN
PLACITAS FOR AN AYURVEDIC PRACTICE—One to
two days per week. If you have space to share, contact
Umā: 505-263-3065 or email umasguesthouse@gmail.com.

—“SERVICES,” continued next page

IN
THE
GALLERY
by
Rudi Klimpert
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S E R V I CE S ~ CO N T I N U E D ~
Adobe Handyman Services
HA
H
AN
NDYMA
DY
YM
MA
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N

HOMEOWNERS’ HANDYMAN SERVICES—Carpentry,
decks, doors, landscaping, painting, tile, windows. Free
estimates. Call 505-313-1929.

I do it alll!
Tile Framing Drywall
Stucco Plaster Painting
Windows Doors Roofs
Stonework Adobe Landscaping
No
small
No job
job ttoo
oo sm
all!
FREE
ESTIMATES!
FREE E
ST
S
TIMA
AT
TES!
Call
Scott
Call S
cotttt 3600-2394
40-5269

Placitas

HOUSE PAINTING—41 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

Pool & Spa Service

Hello, I’m Steve Russo. I live in Placitas and specialize in residential interior and small exterior painting. I’m neat, reliable, and
will give you a free written estimate. Fully insured 908-278-8785

Painting by
United Services

✃

Complete
Service • Repair • Maintenance

797-9680
Pool & Spa Techs

Clip This Ad and Place on Refrigerator for Future Reference

Residential • Commercial
All Paints & Refinishes • Int./Ext.
General Maintenance
Handyman • Stucco Repairs

505.250.6646
Licensed, Insured & Bonded

THANK YOU
for your support
of Signpost advertisers.

Read Signpost back issues and more at www.sandovalsignpost.com

“A LOT OF DOTS”

—A stereogram by Gary Priester

TO VIEW THE STEREOGRAM: Hold the image close to your wide open eyes and look “through” the image, not focusing on it,
then slowly move the image away maintaining the blurred focus. Let your brain work to see the hidden image in 3D.
Visit: facebook.com/Eyetricks3DStereograms to see images that change each week or visit: eyetricks-3d-stereograms.com.
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Please join us as we build our membership!
ESCA made these things happen:

3 With ESCA: Placitas residents exempted from
county trash pickup monopoly

v

3

ESCA worked so that Fisher and Vulcan mines now have
enforceable “expiration dates” and reclamation plans.

3

v
ESCA provided community leadership to stop very real
fracking threats to Albuquerque Basin water supply.

3
3

v
ESCA supported the Las Placitas Association (LPA)
initiative to gain pipeline safety in Placitas.

v
ESCA convinced NMED to place a particulate monitoring device
to assess air quality near the Vulcan mine.

v

3

ESCA is partnered with LPA in supporting the New Mexico
U.S. delegation and Governor in efforts to stop the BLM
from allowing gravel mining in any area of the Buffalo Tract.

v

3

ESCA is pushing for Buffalo Tract to be an “urban interface” area
continuing as a wildlife corridor/habitat and offering light recreational use.

3

v
Join ESCA’s Adopt-A-Highway cleanup of
Highway 165 Mile 1 to Placitas.
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