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Counting in the time of Covid— 
a series of twists as deadline looms 
~SIGNPOST STAFF

For a sign that cooler weather and good eating area not far ahead, consider César Olivas of  
Fresh for Less produce in Bernalillo emptying a sack of green chile into the roaster. New Mexico’s  

chile industry has struggled in recent years as acreage shrank, competition increased, 
 international politics affect the availability of field workers and this year the pandemic even  

canceled the Hatch Chile Festival for the first time since it began 49 years ago.  
Still, multiple vendors are selling and roasting around metro Albuquerque.

Census planners describe their extensive 
effort to count as many Sandoval County 
residents as possible turning into a series of 
pivots as the coronavirus pandemic wors-
ened and the feds kept moving the goal-
posts. 

The original plan in late February, built on 
community outreach through training 
trusted messengers to spread the word, mail-
ings, banners, swag, joining in events, and 
even providing census-branded water bottles 
to volunteers. Person-to-person contact 
would be big, and the U.S. Census was pick-
ing up the tab. 

Then came the pandemic. 
“The shockwaves to our community obvi-

ously are still being felt,” Planning and Zon-
ing Senior Planner Makita Hill recently told 
Sandoval County commissioners. “People 
are suffering… With the adversity that we 
face, it became very clear the census could 
play a role in addressing that adversity.” 

Census planners adopted what they call a 
pivot strategy with Pivot 1.0 considering 
how the census could assist in community 
needs while distributing census information 
and encouraging people to register in the 
ten-year count. Still the ability to go door to 

door was hampered, especially in Native 
American communities locked down to out-
siders. 

Then came Pivot 2.0, how to partner with 
food pantries, supplying census-branded 
food bags, relying more on mailings and dis-
tributing “Sandoval County Counts” flyers 
linking health and census messages. Plan-
ners aided by the Rio Rancho Regional 
Chamber of Commerce developed gift-card 
giveaway program to draw customers to 
locally owned businesses that in turn would 
promote the census. 

Weekly drawings for the gift cards bought 
with census funding then were promoted on 
the radio and elsewhere with businesses 
doing their own promotions on social media. 

“We started with the most fragile busi-
nesses,” said Audrey Herrera-Castillo of 
Momentum Santa Fe, which consulted with 
the county on census outreach and promo-
tion. “The idea was people would win them 
and go quickly to redeem the cards and 
hopefully tell their friends who would then 
visits the businesses.” 

Then, when time suddenly got short, came 
Pivot 3.0 and a sense of urgency. 

 

Voting by mail nothing new 
in New Mexico  
~BILL DIVEN

While some politicos fume about voting by mail, New Mex-
ico moves ahead under its established system, with a few 
tweaks, and is anticipating a deluge of ballots requiring extra 
staff and time to count. 

Controversial cutbacks at the U.S. Postal Service nationally 
have affected Albuquerque operations, which handle most 
New Mexico mail. Thus, the advice to mail-in voters for the 
November 3 general election is don’t dawdle. 

“I recommend you request your application early and get 
your ballot out early,” said Ken Fajardo, president of the 
American Postal Workers Union (APWU) Albuquerque Local 
380. “There won’t be any problem if that’s the case.” 

The Postal Service became a political flashpoint not long 
after Louis DeJoy, a business executive and generous Repub-
lican donor, was appointed postmaster general. Taking office 
in June, by mid-July he began implementing cost savings in 
the name of restructuring the independent federal agency 
than ran a $9 billion deficit last year. 

While in the past the Postal Service held off on major 
changes near national elections, DeJoy limited some delivery 
services, cut overtime, and removed more than six hundred 
mail-sorting machines around the country. The resulting 
firestorm had DeJoy backpedaling before congressional com-
mittees, restoring overtime, temporarily suspending further 
changes and vowing to prioritize processing of ballot mail-
ings. 

The sorting machines, however, representing about ten 
percent of national sorting capacity, aren’t coming back. 

By then, one of the 14 sorting machines in Albuquerque 
had been removed with plans to pull two more, Fajardo said. 
But in addition, one of three canceling machines, which add 
bar codes that track mail through the sorting, was 
unplugged allowing the ink jets to dry and clog. 

“So it’s not functional at this point,” Fajardo continued. 
“We’re at the mercy of getting the parts (maintenance staff) 
need.” 

Sorting machines generally handle 30,000 to 35,000 pieces 
of mail an hour. Crews in Albuquerque work two overnight 
shifts. 

Since a 2006 reorganization, mail gathered from, or des-
tined to, Las Cruces and eastern New Mexico routes through 
Texas—El Paso and Lubbock respectively—have slower 
delivery times. El Paso reportedly lost two sorting machines 
and Lubbock one. 

With the June 2 party primaries as an indicator, ballot 
counting in Bernalillo on election night could extend into 
November 4. Among the national concerns is how long it 
might take to determine who wins the presidency and con-
trol of the House and Senate. 

“We’ll have tons of (absentee) ballots,” Sandoval County 
Clerk Eileen Garbagni said. And that’s a good thing for per-
sonal safety given the coronavirus pandemic, although some 
people still will prefer to vote in person, she said. 

While ballot counting on primary election night didn’t 
wrap up until nearly 4:00 a.m., Garbagni said in November 
that counting will stop if not completed by 11:00 or 11:30 
p.m. and the site secured until counting resumes the next 
morning. Twenty-five workers will handle the counting, with 
another 15 on standby if needed, she said. 
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U p  F r o n t  1  
B u s i n e s s  7  
P u b l i c  S a f e t y  8  
H i s t o r y  1 0  
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A n i m a l  N e w s  2 7   
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Signpost, P. O. Box 889, Placitas, NM 87043 
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www.thevisionstorenewmexico.com

Eye Health Examinations • Eyeglasses • Contact Lenses  
Prescription Sunglasses • Laser Vision Correction

Dr. Deidra Casaus, Board Certified Optometric Physician 

   160 Camino Del Pueblo, Bernalillo 
Call for an appointment today!  

LEARNING IS ALL ABOUT VISION: 
80% of what a child learns in school is presented visually. 

Unfortunately, studies show that only 31% of 
    children ages 6-16 have an annual eye  
       examination, and 70% of children under  
         6 have never had an eye exam. 
          As a result, 1 in 4 children will go back 
          to school this year with an undiagnosed 
          vision problem that could interfere with  
         learning. Give your child the advantage  
        that comes from good vision. Schedule a  
       comprehensive eye examination in our  
     office today. 

SCHOOL SPECIAL!! BOGO Frame and Lenses 
Ask for Details! Students 18 or Younger

505-771-3937

Fresh For Less 
OPEN IN BERNALILLO • STOP IN! 

FRESH PRODUCE  
CHILE RISTRAS 

CHILE PRODUCTS

José Luis Morales (505)-507-5904 
Jorge Morales (505)-720-8496

CONTACT US

It’s CHILE SEASON—Get Yours Today!  
We are roasting Green Chile  

from Hatch and Lemitar

242 US HWY 550 
IN BERNALILLO

BEAUTIFUL MEXICAN IMPORTS! for DECOR & 
GIFT-GIVING!
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FILL YOUR CART WITH: 

Boar’s Head Deli Meats 

Artisanal Cheeses 

Over 800+ Fine Wines 

Cold Beer, Growlers, Spirits 

Fresh Produce and Fresh Meat 

Sage Bakery Bread 

Bakery Desserts  

and other Groceries

Located in Homestead Village, just 2 miles east of I-25 at 221 Highway 165 

Open 9AM to 8PM  •  Sundays 9AM to 6PM  •  (505) 867-8661

SHOP THE MERC



“We initially received a deadline 
extension to August 14, which was 
moved to October 31, and then more 
recently we’re now deadlined at Sep-
tember 30,” Hill said. 

Now mailings target specific ZIP 
codes and tribal communities with fly-
ers added to food pantry bags and 
county employees reaching out to 
their friends and family and liking and 
sharing the ICount NM Facebook 
posts. 

Along the way, the county’s self-
response rate to filling out the census 
grew from 57.5 percent in mid-May 
after launch of the businesses pro-
grams to 63.9 percent by August 1, 
with a target of 75 percent and a hope 

for eighty percent by September 30.  
Through it all, the message 

remained the same: the best count pos-
sible is needed to assure Sandoval 
County residents enjoy maximum ben-
efits from federal and other popula-
tion-based programs. Added to that, 
U.S. House seats are apportioned 
based on state populations, and the 
state House and Senate will redraw 
legislative districts using the new cen-
sus numbers. 

Links prominently displayed on the 

Sandoval Signpost • Serving the community since 1988 • SEPTEMBER 2020 • Page 5

The new U.S. Highway 550 through Bernalillo continues to take shape after the two-mile  
widening project shifted to the north side of the road. As on the south side, a lane is being  

added along with other improvements between Camino del Pueblo and Camino Don Tomas.

county website SandovalCountyNM.gov connect with the Census Bureau 
and its online census form and the state ICount NM website. Residents who 
have not mailed back census forms received earlier can still do so or respond 
in English or Spanish to 1-844-330-2020. 

Census data remains confidential.

UP   
FRONT  

We  
Are 

Open! 

Stop in  
for  

Local 
Treasures!

The Galleria Tamaya uniquely New Mexican gallery  
features handcrafted jewelry, copper-work, alabaster 

sculpture, Zuni fetish carvings, authentic Pueblo  
pottery, paintings from local artists and much more!  

Find gifts and collectibles that are truly special  
and exclusive to this area.

Galleria Tamaya 
Located at the Hyatt Regency Tamaya Resort and Spa 

1300 Tuyuna Trail, Santa Ana Pueblo, NM 87004  
Every day 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. or call for private appt.: 505-250-2478 

(505) 771-6081 • galleriatamaya@gmail.com
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from page 1—Voting 
Statewide, the party primaries attracted more than 417,000 Democratic, 

Republican, and Libertarian voters. Of those, 265,000, almost two-thirds of the 
total, voted absentee by mail or by dropping off absentee ballots at voting sites 
on election day or earlier. 

The processing of an unexpected number of absentee ballots arriving from 
voting sites on election night helped delay final counts, Garbagni said. 

Despite the gnashing of teeth over rare voter fraud somehow suddenly 
becoming commonplace, only nine states automatically mail ballots to all vot-
ers, several in response to the pandemic, some who’ve done so for years. New 
Mexico and the rest require an application for what are generally called absen-
tee ballots under a system that tracks and secures the documents. 

Following a New Mexico Supreme Court ruling before the primary, at least 
ten counties, including Sandoval, will mail absentee ballot applications to 
every registered voter on September 14. In Sandoval County, as of July 31, that 
was 101,377 voters, although by late August the clerk already had received 
about ten thousand applications that outside sources mailed to voters. 

The country tracks the outside applications and won’t include those appli-
cants in the mass mailing, Garbagni said. 

Applications and ballots are tracked by bar codes and other means with 
returned ballots secured within the vault at the clerk’s office. The county Elec-
tion Bureau can begin processing ballots two weeks before Election Day by 
removing the outer envelop to confirm the inner envelope containing the ballot 
is properly filled out with a signature and last four digits of the voter’s Social 
Security number. 

After a public hearing on August 28, New Mexico Secretary of State Maggie 
Toulouse Oliver was expected to approve an administrative rule on dealing 
with ballot envelopes lacking all necessary information. The rule would require 
county clerks to contact the voter promptly with directions on how to correct 
the error or instead vote in person 
Important dates: 

Now: Request an absentee ballot application by mail or phone or online via 

the Secretary of State’s website (online applications were expected to be opera-
tional by September 1). Or wait until  

September 14: Absentee ballot applications mailed to all Sandoval County 
registered voters who have not already submitted an application. 

October 6: Absentee and early in-person voting begins at the Sandoval 
County Clerk’s Office 8:00 a.m.to 5:00 p.m., Monday-Friday, through October 
30. 

October 6: Last day to register to vote or update a registration by mail or at 
Motor Vehicle Division Offices or online at the secretary of state website. San-
doval County offers same-day registration at early voting locations only (N.M. 
photo ID and proof of country residency required). 

October 17, Saturday: Absentee and early in-person voting begins at 19 sites. 
Nine open 10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., Monday-Saturday, through October 31. Simi-
lar hours on limited days at pueblo and Navajo Nation sites. 

October 20: Deadline to request an absentee ballot by mail, phone, or online. 
October 31, Saturday: Last day for early in-person voting or to drop off an 

absentee ballot before Election Day. 
November 3: Election Day. Polls at 38 sites open 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. Absen-

tee ballots by mail or delivered in person to any voting site must arrive before 
polls close. Anyone in line at 7:00 p.m. will be allowed to vote. 

Contact information: 
• Sandoval County Clerk—County Administration Building D, 1500 Idalia 

Road, Bernalillo. 867-7572. Select “Elected Officials/County Clerk” at San-
dovalCountyNM.com. 

• Sandoval County Bureau of Elections—867-7577. Select 
“Departments/Bureau of Elections” at SandovalCountyNM.gov for links to 
voter registration information and lists of early voting sites, Election Day vot-
ing sites and candidates for state and county offices. 

• New Mexico Secretary of State: 1-800-477-3632. Online services including 
absentee ballot requests, online voter registration and candidate lists. Select 
“Voting and Elections” at SOS.State.NM.US.



Students in the Bernalillo Public Schools district are back in class, if not the 
classroom, as the first school year under the public-health crisis begins with its 
own issues. 

Schools around the country are dealing with delays and backorders of 
needed equipment like laptop computers, and BPS is no different. 

“We’re expecting a large shipment of Chromebooks August 31,” Superin-
tendent Keith Cowan said. “In the meantime, that’s a challenge.” 

The district set out to supply each of the 2,800 students who need a com-
puter with one, and the delay leaves them about eight hundred short. Stu-
dents in some families are sharing a computer or relying on a smartphone 
and, in a pinch, students will get paper packets of study materials, Cowan 
said. 

Some kinks still are being worked out in assuring all students have internet 
access through localized wireless hotspots, he added. Federal aid is covering 
the cost of the computers. And some students and their parents still are being 
helped through the learning curve on using computers and web technology. 

“There are multigenerational frustrations,” Cowan continued. “It’s a chal-
lenge, but we’re working through it.” 

In the meantime, the BPS Board of Education was scheduled to meet on 
August 27, after Signpost deadline, to discuss and possibly act on extending the 
at-home remote teaching. The Albuquerque Public School, like BPS, had 
planned to move to the hybrid model after Labor Day, mixing at-home and in-
school days with social distancing, reduced classroom sizes, and deep clean-
ings on days when students were not present. 

Instead, APS, in mid-April, put off returning to classrooms until next semes-
ter. An APS parent survey found half of parents were interested in long-term 
remote learning for the children, and nearly three-quarters were concerned 
about sending kids back into the classroom. 

BPS also has been surveying parents finding similar results and already had 
told parents they have the option of continuing remote learning for the rest of 
the year. 

“All our communities are affected, so there are still a lot of concerns and wor-
ries and fears,” Cowan said. “First and foremost, parents want to know their 
children are safe; their families are safe… Everyone wants to get back to nor-
mal, but there are so many questions.” 

At Signpost deadline, the Public Education Department had not updated the 
late July guidance that delayed in-class instruction under the hybrid model 
until after Labor Day.
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3411 Girard NE 
NM Lic. #80039

WWW.SODECOWATER.COM

AROUND TOWN

Camino Real Antiques 
& Collectibles

      HOURS: Daily 10am to 5pm • 867-7448 
       1101 Camino del Pueblo / P. O. Box 1960, Bernalillo

Luckily FALL hasn't been cancelled!  
We're celebrating Mother Nature's resilience. 

Items made from or that  
represent nature are 20%OFF! 

Get creative! Use your imagination 
—we will, too!

Schools back in session as  
tech challenges remain 
~SIGNPOST STAFF

Bernalillo High School grounds are quiet as plans are made for mixing at-home  
and in-school days with social distancing, reduced classroom sizes,  

and deep cleanings on days when students are not present.
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Even with federal pandemic funding and aid from the county, Sandoval 
Regional Medical Center ended its budget year on June 30 with a $6 mil-
lion hit in net revenue, the hospital’s top executive reports. 

But the temporary tap on a stream of county tax money no longer is 
needed, SRMC President and CEO Jamie Silva-Steele said on August 20 
during her monthly update to the Sandoval County Commission on how 
the aid has been spent. 

“As the peak of the pandemic hit us in early April, we were under 
executive orders to suspend all elective activity at the hospital,” Silva-
Steele said. “That included elective clinics, the (operating room) and pro-
cedural areas. 

“We started scheduling surgeries again in July, and now since July 1 we 
are back to one-hundred percent of the precovid schedules that we had.” 

To weather the financial crisis, the hospital, part of the University of 
New Mexico Health Sciences system, relied on multiple federal sources, 
one a $7 million advance from Medicare that must be paid back, and cost 
cutting, although with neither furloughs nor pay cuts. 

In May, the hospital turned to the county and an eight-year property 
tax that voters approved to fund behavioral-health services at the hospi-
tal and county detention center and to elevate the SRMC emergency 
room to a Level 3 trauma center. While the behavioral-health program 
continued, the scheduled opening of the trauma center set for July 1 was 
delayed. 

The trauma center is now expected to open sometime from October to 
early November with a change in the hospital anesthesia provider con-
tributing to the delay, Silva-Steele said. 

Separately, during the meeting commissioners revived an ongoing turf 
dispute over how bond money for 16 
county libraries is divided. The 
November 3 election ballot will 
include a $1.9 million bond question 
supporting libraries. 

Chair David Heil of Rio Rancho 
expressed the frustration of Rio Ran-
cho city leaders at its taxpayers pro-
viding 68 percent of the money if the 
question passes but receiving only 26 
percent of the proceeds being “far too 
meager.” Heil also advised against 
ignoring the number of voters in Rio 
Rancho. 

Commissioner Kenneth Eichwald 
of Cuba countered that his district 
produces one hundred percent of the 
oil and gas revenue in the county but 
doesn’t receive all of it in return. 

“Every one of us commissioners 
have a chunk of Rio Rancho in their 
district,” Eichwald said. “We all care 
about the whole county, not just part 
of the county.” 

While he’s not against revisiting 
the distribution for the next bond 
question, Eichwald said Rio Rancho 
should not be in charge of what hap-
pens at the county, he added. 

Commissioners also approved the 
purchases of two new ambulances 
for Sandoval County Fire Rescue. 
They will be going to stations in 
Bernalillo, Santa Ana Pueblo, or Plac-
itas where they can serve the entire 
county, Fire Chief Erick Masterson 
said. The two older units still have 
some years left in them and will go 
to rural departments.

WE START WITH A PLAN 
Arrange a complimentary, thorough  
discussion. The agenda is up to you! 

 
• The US and World Economies? 

Gladly share my thoughts and investment ideas 
 

• Investing Concerns for the Upcoming Months and Years? 
How can you prepare for market volatility? 

 
• CARES Act (Coronavirus Aid, Relief,  

and Economic Security Act) Issues 
Distribution and Loan rules for accessing your IRA or 401k 

Required Minimum Distributions (RMD) rule changes  
 

• Late 2018 Tax Law Changes Impacted Stretching IRAs 
Laws changed regarding non-spouse inherited IRA stretching 

 
Call my assistant Marcia Smith at 

798-6941 
Our Website Has Current Information 

CORONAVIRUS COVID-19 RESOURCES 

WWW.NMFINANCIALSOLUTIONS.COM

Phil Messuri is a Certified Financial Planner offering securities and advisory services through  
Cetera Advisor Networks LLC, Member FINRA/SIPC, a broker/dealer and a Registered Investment  
Adviser.  Cetera is under separate ownership from any other named entity.  Registered Branch: 
6100 Uptown Blvd NE Ste 610B, Albuquerque, NM 87110.  For a comprehensive review of your  
personal situation, always consult with a tax or legal advisor.  Neither Cetera Advisor Networks  
LLC nor any of its representatives may give legal or tax advice.

Phil Messuri, MS, CFP®
 

Certified Financial Planner® Professional 
Lt. Col. USAF (Ret.) 

 
INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT—RETIREMENT SOLUTIONS

BU S I N E S S
Sandoval Regional on the road 
to financial recovery 
~BILL DIVEN
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DNA may be one path to solving 1975 murder  
~BILL DIVEN

Mary Aleta “Molly” Sparks graduated from the University of New Mexico before being found murdered in 
Algodones in July, 1975. These photos, showing Sparks (left to right) in 1974, undated, and 1972, were 

released by the FBI as part of a renewed investigation into the case with the Sandoval County Sheriff’s Office. 

The FBI and Sandoval County sheriff’s investigators hope renewed attention and modern technol-
ogy will help solve a 45-year-old mystery: the murder of a young Albuquerque woman in Algo-
dones. 

Mary Aleta “Molly” Sparks was last seen leaving Rosa’s Cantina with an unidentified man 
between 9:00 and 11:00 p.m. on July 23, 1975. Late the next day, two boys walking along an irriga-
tion ditch spotted her body in the water west of Rosa’s. 

She had been beaten about her head and neck, and there were signs of strangulation. With no 
indication of drowning, then-Sheriff Robert Budagher surmised she was already dead when placed 
in the water. 

With his investigators hard at work on the case, Budagher told the Albuquerque Journal, “I am 
confident that we will get something on this.” 

Yet, 45 years later, Sparks’ death and the lack of closure and justice continue to haunt her family, 
her brother John Sparks said during an August 4 news conference announcing the revived investi-
gation. 

Sparks, 21, a recent UNM graduated and member of the Sweat Hogs rugby team, had gone to 
the Algodones watering hole to meet friends. News accounts of the time indicate she had bor-
rowed her father’s car, and when she failed to return that night, he went to Algodones the next 
morning and found the car locked in the cantina parking lot. 

Rosa’s, like the Thunderbird Bar in Placitas and the Golden Inn in Golden, was an occasionally 
rowdy gathering place, often with live music and popular with a diverse crowd, locals, cowboys, 
hippies, Native Americans, and college students among them. 

During the news conference, Sandoval County Sheriff Jesse James Casaus said Sparks may have 
been killed elsewhere and her body moved to the ditch. He noted Algodones is a close-knit com-
munity and requested the help of any residents who might aid the investigation. 

The sheriff’s office has begun taking a closer look at old cases with a sergeant and staff person 
assigned to review those. 

FBI Special Agent in Charge James Langenberg of the Albuquerque Field Office said the bureau 
will apply investigative technology developed in the years since the murder. He cited recent high-
profile cold cases where comparing crime-scene DNA to public genealogy databases led to rela-
tives and eventually the perpetrators. 

Tips can be submitted by name or anonymously to the Albuquerque FBI field office at 889-1300 
or FBI.Gov/Albuquerque or Albuquerque Metro Crime Stoppers at 843-7867 and 
CrimeStoppersNM.org.

News generally good in 2019 
county crime stats  
~SIGNPOST STAFF

Despite high-profile crimes generating headlines 
and property thefts, Sandoval County in 2019 con-
tinued its trend of moderation in threats to the com-
munity, according to recently released statistics. 

“In most categories, crime in Sandoval County has 
been either lower or flat when compared to previous 
years,” Sheriff Jesse James Casaus said in presenting 
the 2019 annual report to the County Commission 
on August 20. “Successfully holding back and deter-
ring crime is an example of the excellent job 
deputies are performing in serving the citizens of 
Sandoval County.” 

Casaus also praised the role of county commis-
sioners and administrators in supporting the depart-
ment’s work. 

The 31-page illustrated report contains more than 
numbers, as it describes SCSO operations, depart-
ment goals, the work of specialized teams including 
those new in 2019, awards presented to personnel, 
competition to write the most traffic tickets, and 
memorial pages to Sgt. Joe Harris and Deputy 
Robert Baron who died in the line of duty in 2009 
and 2016 respectively. 

(The full report can be found online at Sandoval-
CountyNM.gov under Elected Officials/Sheriff.) 

In 2019, SCSO responded to thirty-thousand calls 
for service spread around a county covering 3,714 
square miles. The department operates with an 
authorized strength of 54 sworn officers, three court 
security officers, two animal officers, and six civilian 
support personnel. 

Among the highlights of incidents handled by 
SCSO: 

• Major violent crimes held firm at one homicide 
and one forcible rape compared to one each in 2018 
and four homicides and one rape in 2017. Deputies 
issued 4,556 traffic citations and made 109 DWI 
arrests out of a total of 616 arrests. 

• Assaults mostly involving people who knew 
each other rose to 149 last year from 109 in 2018 and 
128 in 2017. 

• Two motor vehicle thefts were reported in 2019, 
one being a car left running in a driveway, the other 
being a dirt bike. 

• Residential burglaries declined from 56 in 2017 
to 47 in 2018 and 46 in 2019. The trend in Placitas 
also was downward from 17 to nine to seven over 
those years. While the clearance rate for burglaries 
in 2019 was 23.9 percent, the national average is 13.5 
percent, according to the report. 

The continuing problem of illicit drugs and drug-
related crimes led to the formation of the SCSO 
Street Crimes and Intelligence Unit, focused on local 
dealers and other criminal activity last year, Capt. 
Allen Mills told county commissioners. 

“There has not been a whole lot of addressing the 
street-level drug trafficking in Peña Blanca, Algo-
dones, Jemez, Cuba, and the town of Bernalillo, and 
that’s what we’re trying to address,” Mills said. The 
goal is to form a drug task force of local and tribal 
police agencies, he added.
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PUBL IC SA F E TY Nearly  New  
A Repeat Boutique Operated by Bound for Success, Inc.

836 Camino Del Pueblo, BERNALILLO, NM 87004  •  771-8228 bound4suc-
cess.org • OPEN: Wed-Sat. 10am-4pm • Tues by appt. only

!! CLEARANCE SALE !! 
ALL summer-ish items are 75% off. 

Most can be worn year round! 
Just add a WRAP! 

FALL items put out daily. 
Ready to buy coats, sweaters,  

wool hats & boots?



Sandoval County sheriff’s Deputy Steve Nuñez examines items in an apparently stolen 
trunk for inventory as part of an investigation into dozens of burglaries. The trailer, also 
reported as stolen, was packed to the roof with property believed to be from those burglaries.
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• Wills and Trusts 
• Special Needs Trusts 
• Probate and Trust Administration 
• Powers of Attorney 
• Health Care Documents 
• Elder Law 
• Guardianship and Conservatorship 

During this time, we will be offering phone and video  
conferencing. We also have emergency procedures  

for isolated individuals to complete documents.

Mrs. Pickel has a Master of Laws (LL.M.) in Estate Planning and Elder Law, 
 is the former chair of the Elder Law Section of the New Mexico Bar, 

is the former division chair of the Estate and Trust division of Real Property,  
Estate and Trust Section of the New Mexico Bar, is a member of the  

National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys, and was a prior board member  
of the Greater Albuquerque Habitat for Humanity. 

She served as an Assistant Judge Advocate General (JAG)  
with the U. S. Air Force before settling in Placitas.

JOHANNA A. PICKEL, LLC 

Business office locations in 
both Placitas and Albuquerque

Estate Planning & Elder Law Firm

(505) 798-2515 
01 Ridge Court, Placitas, New Mexico 87043 

4801 Lang Avenue, NE • Suite 110 • Albuquerque, New Mexico 87109 
johanna@johannapickel.com • www.johannapickel.com

Placitas incidents linked  
to broader crime wave  
~BILL DIVEN
Fallout from the June 25 pursuit of two criminal suspects that locked down 
Placitas for hours has blossomed into a sweeping investigation of property 
crimes in several counties 

Recovered items from dozens of thefts and burglaries include mail, stolen 
checks, firearms, prescription drugs, artwork, tools, recreational gear, cloth-
ing, two cargo trailers filled with loot, and a restored 1954 Chevrolet pickup 
truck reported stolen in Placitas and valued at $30,000.  

—continued on page 11
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H I S TORY

Compelling narratives 
~MATTHEW J. BARBOUR, REGIONAL MANAGER, CORONADO AND JEMEZ HISTORIC SITES

A Short Account of the Destruction of the Indies 
A Short Account of the Destruction of the Indies was written for Prince Philip of 

Spain in 1542 by the Dominican Friar Bartolome de las Casas (1484-1566). It sur-
veys the European conquest of the New World up to 1540, vividly detailing the 
atrocities committed by- and under- the Spanish, including accounts of torture, 
genocide, and cannibalism. Las Casas actively championed indigenous rights 
and published the book for public consumption in 1552. It is clear that many 
Spaniards understood the immorality and consequences of the colonial 
endeavor. Dutch, English, and other Protestant peoples also widely read the 
account and used it as a justification for their own resistance to Catholic Spain. 

The Memorial of Fray Alonso de Benavides 
The Memorial of Fray Alsonso de Benavides (1578-1635) was translated by Baker 

Morrow and published as The Harvest of Reluctant Souls. The narrative is the 
first attempt at a comprehensive ethnographic study of Native Americans in 
New Mexico detailing not only who they were, but how they lived. While 
Benavides focuses on missionary success, the text cannot avoid discussing 
native unrest and rebellion. It in many ways foreshadows the Pueblo Revolt of 
1680 and directly mentions both the Pueblos of Kuaua (Tiguex-Coronado His-
toric Site) and Giusewa (San Jose-Jemez Historic Site).   

These five selections are a representative sample of a much larger pool of 
resources available to historians, ethnologists, and archaeologists. Collectively, 
they provide a broad base of knowledge and insight into Spain’s discovery, 
conquest, and colonization of the New World with the last focusing on the 
colony of New Mexico. They are relatively easy reads with modern versions 
being well annotated with detailed foot and end notes. 

From here, the possibilities are endless. Those focusing on Coronado may 
find it useful to read Castaneda’s account of the journey or if the subsequent 
conquest of New Mexico following the Pueblo Revolt is of interest, one can 
peruse Diego de Vargas’s letters and journals. There are also numerous 
accounts of conquests elsewhere which can provide valuable insights towards 
understanding impacts of Spanish conquest and colonialism on the Native 
American peoples. Get out there and read about this valuable period in New 
Mexico’s history! 

For further information, email Matthew Barbour at matthew.barbour@state.nm.us.

The Four Voyages of Columbus

OPEN: Monday–Friday 10am-5:30pm  
Saturday 10am-4pm  • harrisjewelersnm.com

JEWELERS &  

GEMOLOGISTS 

892-3841 

909 36th Pl. SE 
Rio Rancho 

(Across from 
Turtle Mountain Pub)

 ©
JA

T
W

2020

While Coronado and Jemez Historic Sites are focused primarily on the 
preservation and interpretation of ancestral Pueblo villages, the staff is also 
tasked with providing information on all aspects of Spanish history. Specifi-
cally, the Historic Sites focus on the impacts of Spanish conquest and colo-
nialism on the Native American peoples. 

Written texts, especially primary sources, can inform upon the Spanish 
discovery, conquest, and colonization of the New World. A primary source is 
a letter, diary, manuscript, autobiography, or a recording that was created at 
the time under study. Often these primary sources are a subjective look at 
the events that took place through the author’s eyes. They reveal a great 
deal not just about a particular event, but about the background, motiva-
tions, and mindset of the individual writing the account. 

Here are five primary sources readily available to the public which pro-
vide a great deal of insight into the history of Spanish America and the 
impact conquistadors and colonists had on the indigenous populations.  

The Four Voyages  
The Four Voyages, written by Christopher Columbus (1451-1506), are a col-

lection of journal entries and dispatches produced during Spain’s first con-
tact and exploration of the Americas. In it, Columbus details much of the 
Caribbean and Atlantic Coast of Central America. He is convinced that he 
has reached the far eastern shores of Asia and is unable to come to terms 
with his discovery. Yet, Columbus’s devout piety, aptitude to violence 
(against both Native and Spaniard), and lust for gold, set the stage for all 
future Spanish interactions in the Americas. 

Letters from Mexico 
Letters from Mexico, written by Hernan Cortes (1485-1547), is a compilation 

of five letters written between 1519 and 1525. In the letters, Cortes docu-
ments the establishment of Veracruz, the conquest of the Aztecs, and his 
expeditions further south into Central America. It describes who did what, 
the obstacles encountered, and the gains made by the conquistadors as per-
ceived at the time of conquest. Cortes’s success in Mexico was unprece-
dented and inspired all Spanish discoveries, conquests, and colonial 
ventures that came afterwards. Reading Letters from Mexico is an excellent 
opportunity not only to explore Cortes, but many of his generals which also 
went on to be notable conquistadors in their own right, such as notorious 
Pedro de Alvarado. 

La Relacion 
La Relacion, or The Account, was written by Alvar Nunez Cabeza de Vaca 

(1488-1560) in 1537. It details the disastrous Navarez Expedition in northern 
Florida and the eight-year journey back to civilization (1528-36), including 
time spent among natives in what is today the Southeast and Southwest 
United States. Vaca is often viewed by scholars today as a proto-anthropolo-
gist for his detailed accounts these peoples and their cultures. Most ventures 
conducted by the Spanish ended in failure and La Relacion is a first-hand 
account of how things can and do go wrong. However, the narrative 
sparked great interest among future conquistadors leading to the Coronado 
(1540-2) and De Soto (1539-43) Expeditions—both of which also failed. 
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from page 9—Crime

PUBL IC SA F E TY—CONT I NUED

“The geography covers a large number of residences and commercial build-
ings spread through Sandoval County and Bernalillo County,” Lt. Bryan 
Peters of the Sandoval County Sheriff’s Office told the Signpost. He estimated 
the case has tallied about seventy victims including a handful from Placitas, 
with possibly more to be identified. 

The investigation is continuing, he added. 
Peters heads the SCSO Street Crimes and Intelligence Unit formed last year 

by Sheriff Jesse James Casaus. On August 18, Peters and two of his officers, 
aided by two sheriff’s deputies, began the arduous task of sorting and photo-
graphing items packed to the roof of one of the trailers. 

Some property including the classic pickup already has been returned to 
identified owners. Given current public-health restrictions, how to make the 
remainder available for other victims to view and possibly reclaim is still be 
to be determined, Peters said. 

Santa Fe and Valencia counties also have been named in the investigation, 
and Rio Rancho homes and businesses were favored targets. 

Mail thefts drew the U.S. Postal Inspection Service into the case, and multi-
ple other agencies are cooperating in the investigation. SCSO anticipates fed-
eral charges against the two suspects in the pursuit into Placitas: Omar Jose 
Griego, 39, of Rio Rancho and Sarah 
Garduño, 35, of Bernalillo. 

Both Griego, who has been in cus-
tody since mid-July, and Garduño, who 
remains at large, already face numerous 
state-level felony charges. 

“The feds are going to help us out 
with prosecuting these two individu-
als,” Capt. Allen Mills said during a 
discussion on crime statistics at the 
August 20 Sandoval County Commis-
sion meeting. “The other one, once 
she’s arrested, she will also be federally 
prosecuted. So hopefully they’ll be off 
our radar for a while.” 

Griego is alleged to have driven the 
stolen 2005 Hummer H2 with Garduño 
as his passenger when they came down 
Las Huertas Canyon from the east side 
of the Sandia Mountains and into Plac-
itas village. Witnesses on the ground 
and in a Bernalillo County Sheriff’s 
Office helicopter described a man and 
women leaving the scene on Camino 
Los Altos—the man with duffle bags, 
the woman with an AR-15-type semiau-
tomatic rifle—as the Hummer smoked 
and then soon burst into flames. 

According to court records and inci-
dent reports, the pursuit began as offi-
cers tracked Griego in Rio Rancho over 
his alleged role in several crimes, 
among them using stolen credit cards 
to buy high-capacity weapon maga-
zines and a large amount of ammuni-
tion. The surveillance evolved into a 
brief chase in north Albuquerque that 
resumed on Interstate 40 in the East 
Mountains and scaled back to the heli-
copter following the Hummer in the 
Cibola National Forest. 
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A member of the Sandoval County Sheriff’s Office Street Crimes and  
Intelligence Unit prepares recovered property for inventory. The items include  

prescription medications apparently taken in a residential burglary.
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—continued on page 13



September 2020 Night Sky 
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Aerospace Executive and Long-time former Placitas Resident 

Edward W. Whaley 
 
Edward W. Whaley, 89,  
died Saturday, July 18, 2020,  
of cancer at his home in  
Albuquerque, NM.  
 
As President of Gulton Data 
Systems, he directed the flight 
telemetry, command and data 
handling systems used for the 
NASA Apollo Mission to the 
moon; Trident I and II, Atlas I 
and II, the first GPS systems; 
COBE; and Navy programs C-4 
and C-5, plus numerous satel-
lite and other aerospace programs. Retiring after a 37-½ year career with Gulton,  
he was previously employed at Sandia National Labs and Bell Telephone Labs.  
In Placitas, he was highly involved in the community and on the water board, 
with which he remained active long after he officially stepped down from it. 
 
A statesman and man-above-men, he was kind and generous to friends and 
strangers as well as brilliant in mind and strong in spirit. A true Southern  
gentleman and storyteller in the tradition of Mark Twain, he was well-known  
for his talented creative problem-solving and phenomenal memory; he served  
as mentor and teacher to many. 
 
He is survived by his wife, Tilia. He is also survived by two children from a  
previous marriage, Sandra and Kyle Whaley, their spouses, grandchildren  
Rachelle and Brenden, step-children Deborah Montgomery and Charles  
Camacho, several family members, and preceded in death by his previous wife, 
Gail.  
 
A proud Alabaman, he graduated University of AL, BSEE; was commissioned as 
2nd Lt. U.S. Army and proudly served at Ft Monmouth, NJ, White Sands Missile 
Range and Korea. 
 

A memorial service in Albuquerque is planned for the post-Covid-19 era.  
His remains will be interred at the family plot in Alabama  

at a future date once travel is safe and ongoing.

Just when you thought is was safe to travel the galaxy, we now may need to 
contend with galactic hydrogen icebergs; yes, icebergs. It is possible the 
Earth had a relative near miss just recently with one of those icebergs. 

In 2017, astronomers caught sight of an unusual object flying through our 
solar system. While most likely not the first ever to visit our neighborhood 
in the 4.5 billion year history of the solar system, Oumuamua was the first to 
have been recognized by humans as something from interstellar space. 

Now, almost three years later, Oumuamua is still an enigma, partly 
because we found it as it was exiting the solar system after screeching past 
the sun on a hyperbolic orbit back out into deep space. Astronomers did not 
recognize how special it was, and thought it was just another asteroid. Then, 
they calculated its speed, 196,000 miles per hour, and realized it could not be 
in orbit around the sun. 

Telescopic observations were difficult because Oumuamua was already 
outbound and getting farther away every second. But, what they did dis-
cover was counter intuitive to the current thinking about what an interstel-
lar visitor might look like. Since the easiest objects to dislodge from any 
solar system would be the icy fragments orbiting far from the star, most sci-
entists believed any foreign visitor nearing our sun would look more like a 
comet. Yet, Oumuamua had no coma and no tail like a normal comet. 

Color analysis gave it a dark reddish hue, indicating the presence of 
tholins. Tholins are a range of organic compounds created from carbon diox-
ide, methane, ethane, nitrogen and water when irradiated with ultraviolet or 
x-ray radiation. Many small bodies in our solar system have tholin on them. 
Recent images of Pluto and Charon show large blotches on their surfaces. 

Other observations found Oumuamua varied in brightness as it tumbled 
through space. That, in itself, is not unusual for asteroids, but Oumuamua's 
brightness varied by more than ten times, and that was unusual. It also was 
almost ten times longer than it was wide—a cosmic splinter—instead of 
being more roundish. 

As astronomers, physicists, and conspiracy theorists tried to explain just 
what Oumuamua was, many ideas emerged. The ideas ranged from a sim-
ple, but unusual asteroid, to a piece of nickle and iron rock blasted from a 
larger object by a collision, to an alien probe. While mainstream scientists 
rejected the probe, there was one more piece of evidence that points 
towards something alien. 

In August last year, a second visitor from another star system, 
2I/Borisov, was found streaking through the solar system. We 
caught this one before it reached the sun, and it looks much more 
like a comet with a gaseous coma for a head and tail, much to the 
relief of scientists. This object is more like what was expected, mak-
ing Oumuamua that much more of a mystery. 

As any object travels toward the sun, gravity will pull on it and 
increase its velocity. The opposite is true after rounding the sun; its 
speed should decrease as gravity pulls on the object. NASA's June 
2018 press briefing headline differed from the expected: "Our Solar 
System’s First Known Interstellar Object Gets Unexpected Speed 
Boost." Oumuamua was speeding up, not slowing down. Yet there 
was no visible sign of any exhaust from an alien rocket engine or 
out-gassing like a normal comet.  

Recent papers have tried to explain the acceleration. One paper 
published in early 2020 by Greg Laughlin and Darryl Seligman, 
both from Yale, suggested that Oumuamua was a hydrogen iceberg. 
Molecular hydrogen is invisible to our eyes and all but impossible 
to detect with our telescopes. If our visitor was made up of mostly 
hydrogen ice, and the sun heated the surface so that the gas was 
escaping, that could explain the unexpected acceleration.  

More recent papers, published this month, seem to dispute that 
possibility. Hydrogen freezes at just a few degrees above absolute 
zero, even starlight could cause the ice to evaporate over millions of 
years. Any iceberg that might form must also have a rich, dense 
source of hydrogen in a cold cloud; something like a molecular 
cloud collapsing into a star forming region. 

Researchers started looking at the molecular cloud, called M51. 
It is the closest we know of to the sun at around 17,000 light-years 
away. Even if Oumuamua was ejected at a very high speed, it 
should have long ago evaporated before getting close to us. Most 
scientists think Oumuamua was slowly drifting through space 
and by chance entered the sun's influence and was accelerated by 
gravity into our solar system. But, no one is really sure where this 
visitor originated or how long it has been floating between the stars. 
The mystery of its origin and its unexplained acceleration away 
from the sun may never be solved. Oumuamua has returned back to 
the deep dark cold of space. 

ENJOY THE STARRY NIGHT SKY • REDUCE NIGHTTIME GLARE 

TURN OFF OR SHIELD YOUR OUTSIDE LIGHTS DOWNWARD
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REAL P EOPLE
National exhibit on women’s suffrage 
coming to Bernalillo 
~SIGNPOST STAFF

The Bernalillo Community Museum 
remained active, behind the scenes, after 
the pandemic hit, progressing towards a 
timely exhibit honoring equal-rights 
heroines. 

Also of significance: the exhibit cele-
brating the 100th anniversary of women’s 
right to vote, although appearing in mul-
tiple outdoor locations, marks the first 
public event for the NEW museum—
whose formal opening is on hold. 

“I just am so happy to be able to start 
the work of connecting with our commu-
nity,” museum Director Emily Stovel told 
the Signpost. 

The museum is joining with four 
Bernalillo County partners to present 
Votes for Women: A Portrait in Persistence, a 
traveling exhibit from the Smithsonian 
Institution, in collaboration with the 
National Portrait Gallery. But beyond sim-
ply marking the centennial of the 19th 
Amendment to the Constitution, informa-
tional panels on how to vote this year will 
appear in some locations. 

Accompanying the portraits and other 
photos is text detailing the decades-long 
struggle for voting rights, including public 
marches, arrests, and overcoming political 
resistance to win congressional approval 
and ratification by states. 

And there’s a scavenger hunt. 
Three large posters and ten smaller ones 

will appear in town parks and other loca-
tions along with six posters on voter infor-
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This photo titled “Hedwig Reicher as Columbia” shows the actress in front of the U.S. Treasury building.  
The image is part of a traveling exhibit by the Smithsonian Institution and the National Portrait Gallery  
celebrating the centennial of women winning the right to vote. Posters from the exhibit will be displayed  

in Bernalillo town parks and elsewhere through November.

from page 11—Crime

PUBL IC SA F E TY—CONT I NUED

The ensuing manhunt locked down Placitas village and closed State Road 
165 for about five hours, although both suspects eluded capture. 

Just over two weeks later, Rio Rancho officers looking for suspects in an 
armed carjacking arrested Griego after a chase on city streets. He was driving 
a Chevrolet Suburban pulling a trailer, according to the criminal complaint. 

The complaint also alleges Garduño was riding with Griego before she 
aimed a pistol at a man in a Rio Rancho driveway and stole his BMW. 

In late July, District Court Judge George Eichwald, citing Griego’s criminal 
record, his already being on probation and potential danger to the commu-
nity, granted prosecutors’ request to keep him in jail until his trial. 

Griego has not yet pleaded to the charges. He was scheduled for arraign-
ment on the Rio Rancho case on Aug. 24 and on charges surrounding the 
Placitas incident on Sept. 14. By Signpost deadline his attorney had not 
responded to a request for comment. 

On July 28 Rio Rancho and county Street Crimes officers served a search 
warrant at the Griego family’s Rio Rancho home where Omar Griego also 
lived seizing bags of jewelry and other items. Officers also arrested Delia 
Griego, 65, Omar Griego’s mother, alleging she conspired to help Garduño 
avoid capture and had moved or hidden evidence. 

Delia Griego denied any of the items in the home were stolen and has not 
yet pleaded to the three felony charges against her. She was released on  
$5,000 cash bond pending a preliminary hearing on Sept. 2. 

On July 30, SCSO Street Crimes officers returned to the Griego home and 
retrieved a 1954 Chevy pickup believed to be the one stolen in Placitas in late 
May. No additional arrests have been reported.

mation, provided by the Sandoval County Clerk’s Office. The exhibition runs through November. 
The regional scavenger hunt involves multiple challenges with questions and maps. More information is 

available online at BernCo.gov/VotesForWomenNM and on Facebook (Facebook.com/VotesForWomenNM) 
and Instagram (Instagram.com/VotesForWomenNM).
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Coronavirus… COVID… Quarantine… Social Distanc-
ing… Curbside Pick-Up… Zoom… To speak in the 
vernacular of our citizenry during these times has us all 
unavoidably sharing in this moment together, albeit apart. Here’s some 
good news, though: there’s one more essential word to happily add to your 
quarantini mix: “PACE.” As an added bonus: this one’s on the house and in 
the house! 

PACE stands for Placitas Adult Community Education. It’s a one-hundred-
percent local, member-run and member-sustaining 501(c)(3) organization 
dedicated to providing learning opportunities for those a half-century or 
better who are curious about their world and eager to learn more. The 
strength of PACE is its members, who share, engage, and are open to 
expanding their perspective.  

In consideration of these times, PACE members have, sadly, been unable 
to meet in person as they normally would. Fortunately, PACE has transi-
tioned to live, online engagement and will be waiving their membership 
dues this semester. This means classes are free! All you need to do is register 
and become a member. Beginning in October, PACE will offer the following 
free courses: 

• “From Shakespeare to Harjo”—with Norma Libman, journalist and edu-
cator. Travel through time and four styles of poetry: from Shakespeare to 
Kay Ryan to E.E. Cummings to current U.S. Poet Laureate and good friend 
of NM, Joy Harjo. 

• “Oceanography”—with Ron Richman, Master Scuba Instructor. Dive 
into the diversity, importance, and the beauty of the ocean and learn more 
about how the oceans affect our daily lives and how we can best help pre-
serve this resource. 

• “2020: A Comprehensive Survey of Mental Illness”—with Matt Vogel, 
MPh, Founder and Executive Director, National Mental Health Innovation 
Center at CU. 

A 2020 view of mental health topics, including COVID-19, suicide preven-
tion, new advances in treatment, and more relevant information for, and in, 
these times. 

PACE offers free online classes 
~JENNY TRUJILLO

REAL 
P EOPLE  

~CONTINUED

LA PUERTA REAL ESTATE SERVICES, LLC  •  505-867-3388  ONE RIDGE COURT •  PLACITAS, NM  87043

Your Trusted Expert…Here to Help My Placitas Neighbors! Direct: 505-867-7481   
Mobile: 505-331-2288    

JenniseP@aol.com

Jennise  
Phillips 
ASSOCIATE BROKER

Representing Placitas’ Finest Builders…Vineyard Homes and Caliente Properties

$628,000 – 5 Solar Court
2,976 SF, 3 BR, 3 BA  
Commanding views of the colorful  
Sandia Mountains and city lights. Flow-
ing open design with nichos, archways 
and large windows to take in the lovely 
views from every room. Formal living/
misuc/library room with open family 
dining and kitchen area. Huge pantry, 
tons of storage, top of the line cabinets 
and appliances. 

$688,000 – 150B Camino Barranca
3,953 SF, 3 BR, 3 BA  
Come visit and take in this breath 
taking, authentic Sata Fe style home. 
Camino Barranca features the most 
breath taking view on mountains, mesas 
and rolling hills in the open space.  
Plenty of hiking trails are nearby. 
Corbels, Saltillo, Kiva’s and Vigas. Charm 
lives in the kitchen with a few happy 
rabbits on the backsplash.

—continued next page
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• “Exploring What Matters 
Most”—with Fehrunissa Willett, 
MA, LPCC and Shara Moscinska, 
MA, LPCC. “What really makes 
me happy?” “What makes a mean-
ingful life?” Ready to tackle some 
of life’s big questions? Based on 
the work of the U.K.’s Action for 
Happiness, discover and create 
ways to live a more fulfilling and 
kinder life to honor what matters 
most to each of us. 

• “All the News That’s Fit to 
Print”—with Ron Richman, racon-
teur and PACE President. Choos-
ing articles from different sources, 
participate in robust discussions 
about the current events of the day. 
This fall is sure to have an abun-
dance of important and stimulat-
ing topics from which to choose!  

So, avoid the Cov-idiot trappings 
of these times, turn off Netflix, and 
keep your brain in the game. Take 
your mind off the ‘Rona and pick 
up the PACE! 

Register now at:  
PlacitasAdultEducation.org. 

from page 15 
—PACE

CORRALES HEMPORIUM 
Masks have taken their toll! 

Whether your skin is dry, oily  
or chapped, it needs LOVE!   

We carry: CBD Eye & facial serums, 
mists, roll on remedies; honey &  

sugar scrubs. CBD Bath bombs for  
relaxation, de-stressing, cleansing,  

& respite from aches & pains  

Pure coconut & hemp seed oil to  
soothe itches, cracks & blisters.  

ALL BEAUTY PRODUCTS  
ARE 15% OFF! 

  
Open Tues-Sat 9am-5:30pm 

Sun 10am-3pm • 505-898-5252 
4484 Corrales Rd, Corrales 87048 

www.corraleshemporium.com

REAL P EOPLE  ~CONTINUED

Although border crossings have dropped 
since 2019, tens of thousands of asylum seek-
ers, including families and unaccompanied 
children, remain in shelters and migrant 
camps in Mexico waiting for their U.S. immi-
gration court hearings. For the past eight months 
members and friends of Las Placitas Presbyterian 
Church, and most recently members of the 
United Church of Los Alamos, have been assem-
bling “Dignity Kits,” containing toiletries and other hygiene products and transporting them along with other much-
needed items to El Paso for distribution to individuals and families at migrant shelters in Ciudad Juarez. Volunteers 
from El Paso and Juarez have distributed over two thousand of our “Dignity Kits” so far. There are approximately 
six-thousand refugees, including approximately one-thousand children in shelters in Juarez alone.  

Members of Las Placitas Presbyterian Church plan to take the next shipment to the border on September 14. If you 
would like to contribute supplies or funds to this humanitarian effort, you may drop off supplies or cash contribu-
tions on September 12, from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m., in the parking lot of Las Placitas Presbyterian Church, along Hwy 
165, in the village of Placitas.  

Items needed at this time include: face masks, flipflops, belts (used are OK), shoelaces, new underwear, T-shirts, 
diapers (sizes four and five), baby wipes, non-perishable food items (fruit cups, peanut butter, pancake mix, cereal, 
coffee), and books, puzzles, games, and toys for children. 

If you choose to donate cash, please write a check to Las Placitas Presbyterian Church with Dignity Mission noted 
in the memo line and bring it with you on September 12 or mail it to Las Placitas Presbyterian Church, P.O. Box 768, 
Placitas, NM 87043. You may also donate online using a credit card by going to www.placitaschurch.org. Click on 
“More” in the top right corner of the Home Page, click on “Give” on the drop-down menu, click on “Click Here to 
Give,” click on “Choose a Fund,” scroll down and click on “Mission/Dignity Kits.”

Addressing the 
humanitarian crisis  
at our border 
~CHERYL AND JACK FERRELL

—
JA

C
K

 F
E

R
R

E
L

L

Volunteers assemble Dignity Kits for asylum seekers
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Instead of hoped-for monsoon rains, August brought exceptional heat and smoke into 
southeast Sandoval County from near and distant wildfires. 

The month began with hope and scattered showers as the 16 National Weather Serv-
ice spotters spread among Placitas, Bernalillo, Corrales, and Jemez Pueblo, reporting 
daily rain totals of up to 0.38 inches, although mostly less. Bleak long-range forecasts 
proved accurate, however, and after August 3, few of those spotters recorded more 
than a trace of rain. 

About 46 percent of New Mexico is considered to be abnormally dry or in moderate 
drought, most of Sandoval County is forty percent in severe drought, according to fed-
eral data. Fifteen percent is in extreme drought along much of the Colorado border 
and in southeast counties. 

And if you think it’s been hotter and drier than usual lately, you’re right. 
Albuquerque, which averages 1.4 inches of rain in August, saw a similar pattern 

with an official rail total of 0.22 inches through August 23. The weather service office 
at the Albuquerque Sunport logged daily high temperatures never dropping below 
ninety degrees, from 96 to one hundred for 12 days and averaging 95 for the month 
compared to the long-term average of 87 degrees. 

Blame fell largely on an unusually large dome of high pressure settled over the Great 
Basin with its clockwise circulation bringing northerly winds to New Mexico. In a clas-
sic monsoon, the high would be over Texas guiding a stream of Gulf moisture into the 
state. 

In August, however, that circulation gathered streams of wildfire smoke from mas-
sive blazes in California, Colorado, and elsewhere, driving some of it into north-central 
New Mexico. Compounding the haze obscuring views, reddening sunsets, watering 
eyes, and aggravating respiratory conditions were homegrown fires, notably the 
Medio Fire northwest of Santa Fe. 

On August 22 the city of Albuquerque Air Quality Program issued a health alert for 
smoke and high-levels of ozone and soon extended it through August 24. 

It’s not yet known what sparked the Medio Fire on August 17 near the Rio en Medio 
in the Santa Fe National Forest about four miles northwest of the Santa Fe Ski Basin. 
By August 24, it had grown to more than 2,400 acres and was only five percent con-
tained.  

The terrain is a challenge for the nearly two hundred firefighters and other person-
nel as the flames climb steep slopes. A successful burnout operation on August 21 
about two miles from the ski basin is keeping the fire from moving in that directions, 
and the south flank is moving toward an area treated previously to reduce fuels, U.S. 
Forest Service Incident Commander Carl Schwope said during a virtual community 
meeting held live on Facebook. 

Smoke was expected to increase as firefighters conduct burnout operations on the 
west flank to keep the fire from moving that way. 

Then on August 23, a presumed lightning strike sparked the Caja Fire about eight 
miles northwest of the Santa Fe Regional Airport and about six miles northeast of the 
town of Cochiti Lake. By the next day, it had spread through six-hundred acres of 
unoccupied piñon-juniper atop Colorado Mountain and was zero percent contained. 

New Mexico Fire Information reported the firefighting plan was complete suppres-
sion using a two-track road, natural barriers and burnouts to contain the fire. 

More fire information:  
• Santa Fe National Forest—Facebook.com/SantaFeNF 
• New Mexico Fire Information—NMFireInfo.com 
• Interagency information on fires in the West—InciWeb.NWCG.gov 
• Albuquerque Air Quality Program—CABQ.Gov/AirQuality 
• Drought conditions—Drought.Gov/Drought

Monsoon evaporates  
into hot and smoky 
~BILL DIVEN

Smoke rising from a wildfire in the foothills of the Sangre de Cristo Mountains  
is seen from Santa Fe as it drifts southward on August 20. The fire began on  

August 17, and at last report its cause had not been established.
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The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
Albuquerque District, has detected 
signs of a potentially toxic Blue-Green 
Algae bloom at the lake. Warning signs 
are posted at the lake’s public access 
points, and visitors are advised to: 

• Avoid swallowing lake water 
• Do not touch algal scums 
• DO NOT drink untreated lake 

water 
• Use caution when swimming, 

water skiing, and coming into contact 
with lake water. 

• Keep pets and livestock off the 
beach and out of the water. 

• Avoid areas with visible algae accu-
mulation, scums or mats, or water that 
looks like pea soup or spilled paint, 
that is discolored, has colored streaks, 
or has green globs floating beneath the 
surface. 

Children and pets are more likely to 
get sick because of blue-green algae. 
Blue-green algae blooms, or cyanobac-
teria, can cause health risks in humans 
and pets if ingested, inhaled or 
touched: 

• Skin exposures can give people a 
rash, hives, or skin blisters. 

• Breathing in water droplets during 

activities like water-skiing and swim-
ming can cause runny eyes and nose, a 
sore throat, asthma-like symptoms, or 
allergic reactions. 

• Swallowing water can cause stom-
ach symptoms to occur within hours or 
days after an exposure, including 
abdominal pain, diarrhea, and vomit-
ing. Neurotoxicity symptoms can 
appear within 15 to twenty minutes 
after exposure. 

In humans, symptoms can include 
numb lips, tingling fingers and toes, 
dizziness, and in extremely rare cases 
death. 

In dogs, symptoms can include 
drooling, weakness, staggering, diffi-
culty breathing, convulsions, and 
death. For any health issues experi-
enced after contact with blue-green 
algae affected water, please seek med-
ical advice immediately. 

The USACE, Albuquerque District 
will distribute the latest information on 
their website, www.spa.usace.army.mil, 
their Facebook account, www.face-
book.com/AbiquiuLakeUSACE/ and 
through the local news media as well 
as the project office at Abiquiu Lake.

Steven L. Hartman, MD, Medical Director 
Rachel Rankin, MD • Rachel Marzec, FNP-PMHNP  

Felina Ortiz, CNM • Rebecca Casalino, CFNP 
Brie Anaya, CFNP • Marissa Cortes Mendez, CFNP, CNM 

Tamara Righettini, CFNP • Stephen V. Roper, CFNP 
Jennifer Webb, LPCC • Madeleine Stevens, LPCC 

Sandra Fortier, LCSW

• Women’s Health 

• Prenatal Services 

• Comprehensive Family 
  Medicine 

• Same Day Appointments 

• Family Planning 

• Behavioral Health

Monday 8 am—5 pm • Tuesday 8 am—5 pm 
Wednesday 8 am—8 pm • Thursday 8 am—5 pm 

Friday 8 am—5 pm 

121 Calle Del Presidente 
Bernalillo, New Mexico 87004

Potential Blue-Green Algae  
detected at Abiquiu Lake— 
poses health risk to humans and animals 
 ~ELIZABETH (LISA) LOCKYEAR

The Pesticide Safety Education Program (PSEP) at New Mexico 
State University promotes the responsible use of pesticides through 
educational resources and training. Training covers a broad range 
of human safety and environmental issues for a statewide target 
audience of approximately 2,800 private applicators, 2,200 commer-
cial applicators, and 120 pesticide dealers. 

This is a collaborative effort with New Mexico Cooperative 
Extension Service (NMSU-CES), New Mexico Department of Agri-
culture (NMDA), USDA National Institute of Food and Agriculture 
(USDA-NIFA), and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.  

All Sandoval County and statewide CEU Workshops for 2020 
have moved to an online only format.  

Free pre-recorded presentations will be available from mid-Sep-
tember to mid-November for 1 CEU per recording. To register for 
these presentations in order to obtain CEU credits for your license, 
visit: pesticide.nmsu.edu  

Individuals who wish to become certified to apply pesticides can 
also register and listen to free pre-recorded pesticide license exam 
material on our pesticide.nmsu.edu website starting in mid-Sep-
tember.  

These individuals receive training in pesticide safety, pesticide 
laws and regulations, sprayer calibration, integrated pest manage-
ment, and basic principles in entomology, plant pathology, and 
weed science.

Pesticide safety  
education program  
has moved online  
 ~STEVE M. LUCERO, SANDOVAL COUNTY EXTENSION PROGRAM

HEALTH   
~CONTINUED
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The September 20, 2020, Placitas Garden tour was postponed early in the COVID-19 crisis due to 
sponsoring business closures and the risks associated with planning a large public event. The new 
date for the fifth annual Placitas Garden Tour is September 19, 2021. Please add that date to your 
calendar. If you would like to have your beautiful or educational garden featured on the 2021 Plac-
itas Garden Tour, please contact the garden tour planning committee at PlacitasGardenTour.com or 
email us at placitasgardentour@gmail.com. See you all next year!

Rachael Tingen, DMD

For the best general dentistry

3 Homesteads Rd., Ste. B 
Placitas, NM 87043

Placitas Garden Tour moved to 2021,  
calling for gardens to feature 
~ SANDRA LIAKUS, PLACITAS GARDEN TOUR

The interest in gardening has increased during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, as people find time 
available while staying at home. 

New Mexico State University Cooperative 
Extension Service professionals have experi-
enced an increase in gardening questions. In 
Sandoval County, Master Gardeners have 
fielded 40,000 questions this growing season. 

To help provide information and to answer 
questions, several county Extension agents and 
state specialists will present “Ready, Set…Grow: 
Online Gardening Series.” 

The twice-monthly free webinar will be held 
the first and third Wednesday of each month 
beginning on September 2. The free Zoom ses-
sion will begin at 3:00 p.m. 

Joining DeVos-Cole in the project are Exten-
sion agents John Garlisch and Sara Moran of 
Bernalillo, Lynda Garvin of Sandoval County, 

Jeff Anderson of Dona Ana County; Extension 
specialist Amanda Skidmore, integrated pest 
management; Marisa Thompson, urban horticul-
ture specialist; and Gill Giese, viticulturist; and 
Nissa Patterson, Bernalillo County Extension 
program assistant for school gardens project. 

“We had many topic ideas from the questions 
that we have all received,” DeVos-Cole said. “To 
start, we chose a few sessions based on the more 
popular questions.” 

Each session will feature a different gardening 
subject with presentations by different Extension 
horticultural agents and state specialist, fol-
lowed by question and answer time for viewers’ 
participation. 

How-to topics will include planting a fall gar-
den; pollinator habitat for fall and winter; har-
vesting, drying and using herbs; seed saving; 
planting trees in the fall; taking care of winter 

Gardening webinar series begins September 2 
~ JANE MOORMAN, NM STATE UNIVERSITY COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE

The New Mexico Department of Agriculture 
(NMDA) received reports, beginning July 24, of 
New Mexico residents who have been mailed unso-
licited foreign seeds not clearly labeled as seeds. 

NMDA Laboratory Division’s State Seed Lab has 
identified 224 seed packets. Four of the packets 
contained seeds that are noxious weeds to New 
Mexico. 

If you are the recipient of one of these seed pack-
ets, do not plant them. If the seed has been planted, 
collect the seed prior to germination or destroy any 
emerging plants.  

The United States Department of Agriculture 
(USDA), Department of Homeland Security’s Cus-

toms and Border Protection and other federal agen-
cies continue to work closely with NMDA and 
other state departments of agriculture to investigate 
the situation. 

NMDA will no longer identify or catalog the 
unsolicited foreign seed packets, but will hold them 
for USDA to take possession of. USDA is set to per-
form more extensive investigation. 

Individuals who have received unsolicited for-
eign shipments are asked to save all shipping 
labels, packaging, and seeds. Unsolicited seeds 
packets should still be reported to NMDA through 
the form on the homepage at 
www.nmda.nmsu.edu. 

NMDA reminds the public that this type of inter-
national shipment of seeds is unlawful under state 
and federal regulations. The seeds are unknown 
and could be a pathway for introductions of new 
invasive plant species and new plant diseases to the 
state. Do not plant seeds from unknown origins. 
New Mexico residents are not in violation of any 
regulations if they have received these shipments. 

Seeds and associated shipping materials can be 
mailed to NMDA at the following address: New 
Mexico Department of Agriculture Laboratory Divi-
sion, Attn: Tim Darden, MSC 3-LD/P.O. Box 30005, 
3190 S. Espina Street, Las Cruces, NM 88003-8005.

New Mexico Department of Agriculture identifies unsolicited foreign seeds 
~TIM DARDEN, NEW MEXICO DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

While activities at all Sandoval County Senior centers are cancelled due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, meals are still available for pick up only and potentially home delivery. The menu will be 
the same for all of the Sandoval County senior centers on any given day.  

To learn more about the weekly menus or to receive a reopening update from your local senior 
center, give them a call:  

Placitas: 867-1396; Bernalillo: 867-9448; Corrales: 897-3818; Rio Rancho: 891-5818; Jemez: 575-
834-7630; Cuba: 575-289-3510. 

If you are a senior or a disabled adult who cannot access groceries due to COVID-19 (Coron-
avirus), call the Aging and Long Term Services Department at 1-800-432-2080 for assistance.

Sandoval County Senior Centers  
continue to serve meals to public 

SERVICES FOR ALL  
YOUR WATER AND 

CONSTRUCTION NEEDS

DEMOLITION • LOADER • GRADING 
PAD PREPARATION • BACKHOE / BOBCAT SERVICE

landscape; and starting seeds indoors. 
“We will also be offering some sessions on topics asso-

ciated with gardening, but not necessarily how-to,” 
DeVos-Cole said. 

Those topics include garden gifts, health benefits of 
gardening, houseplant care, and wine selection. 

The sessions will be recorded and placed in an archive 
accessible through the Desert Blooms website. 

Register online at desertblooms.nmsu.edu/ready-set-
grow.html. For more information, email the agents 
at desertblooms@nmsu.edu or call John Garlisch at 
243-1386.

COMMUN I TY B I T S



Wild Hearts Gallery is pleased to announce 
the addition of Barbara Burzillo, a sculptor, 
and Alan Charlee, an oil painter, to its mem-
bership roster. 

Barbara headed for New Mexico from New 
York in 1995 after falling in love with the 
Southwest. In 2017, after ending a successful 
career in advertising and marketing, she began 
to focus exclusively on her art. 

Burzillo works primarily in abstract, figura-
tive bronze sculpture and painting. She is 
inspired by a deep desire to communicate on a 
spiritual and emotional level and to find ways 
to share what she is feeling in her work. 

Her work has received a number of awards 
including Best of Show, Best Sculpture, and more. 

Alan was born in Gallup, NM, and 
raised on the Navajo reservation. He 
had an early interest in art that was 
well expressed by his childhood draw-
ings. After high school, he moved on 
to Central New Mexico Community 
College where he obtained degrees in 
Computer Animation and Fine Arts. 

Charlee’s oil paintings often depict 
the scenes that defined the land and 
the people who defined his upbring-
ing. 

He has exhibited his work in several 
venues around NM. Some of his work 
is part of the collection at Navajo Tech-
nical University in Crownpoint, NM. 

Wild Hearts Gallery is an artists’ col-
lective, supported by 16 longtime local 
artists. Wild Hearts Gallery is currently opened Tuesday through Sunday, 
from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
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Barbara Burzillo and Alan Charlee 
join Wild Hearts Gallery 
~ROSEMARY BREEHL

While ¡Globalquerque! will not be taking place physically this year, we are 
going present a very special, and we think very cool, virtual program. We 
are not going to try to replicate the festival online, and it will not be 
straight concert. The ¡Globalquerque! Cross-cultural crossover will feature 
four past festival acts: Rahim AlHaj (Iraq), Nation Beat (Brazil/New 
Orleans), Vivalda Ndula (Angola), and Nohe and Sus Santos (Hon-
duras/New Mexico) collaborating on one another’s songs, deconstructing 
them, and representing them through a cross-cultural lens. 

In between musical segments, two past festival MCs, journalists Catalina 
Maria Johnson (Beat Latino/NPR) and Mel Minter (Musically 
Speaking/ABQ The Magazine), will engage in conversation with the 
artists on the process, collaborations, etc. Other segments will include an 
introduction to the new National Hispanic Cultural Center’s Executive 
Director Josefa Gonzalez Mariscal. (The NHCC has been the site of ¡Glob-
alquerque! and a presenting partner since the festival’s inception 16 years 
ago). 

¡Globalquerque! New Mexico’s Annual Celebration of World Music and 
Culture will also team with other members of the Consortium of World 
Music Presenters to present the debut of Global Music Month 2020, a 
month-long, online festival of global music featuring concerts, presenta-
tions and panels. Running from August 29 through October 1, Global 
Music Month 2020 will combine over 15 different U.S. and Canadian festi-
vals and presenter’s events under one banner for a celebration of interna-
tional music. 

The ¡Globalquerque! Cross-Cultural Crossover streaming event is sup-
ported by New Mexico Humanities Council, National Endowment for the 
Humanities, Vivác Winery, Santa Fe Brewing Co., and a number of indi-
vidual supporters. We appreciate them all! 

In addition, the band Lotus will be performing virtually from September 
24-27, presenting some very cool new performances from some very cool 
acts along with very cool archival performances from the past 26 years! 
For more information, go to LotusFest.org.

¡Globalquerque! cross-culture crossover 
~TOM FROUGE

Placitas Community Library (PCL) is offering opportunities for virtual learn-
ing this Fall. Given the changes we have all gone through in the last six 
months, it can be a relief to occupy your mind with learning and intellectual 
pursuits. If this appeals to you, there are a number of options for you through 
the Placitas Library. Placitas Adult Community Education (PACE) will be 
offering all virtual classes this Fall and free membership—more mental food 
to check out. All these options can be accessed from the Placitas Community 
Library website www.placitaslibrary.com as well as directly from the organi-
zations website. 

Also on our website, you will find links to an ever-growing list of opportu-
nities for adult education such as the NM Humanities Council program (Start-
ing Conversations), weekly livestream on Wednesdays at 5:00 p.m. Join them 
for live public talks with local scholars, storytellers, and tradition bearers. All 
programs will be live-streamed and archived on their YouTube channel. To 
participate in the conversation with the featured guest on Zoom, register 
using the link following the program name—nmhum.org/StartingConversa-
tions. These conversations run the gamut from “A Tribute to Rudy Anaya” to 
“Women’s Suffrage in NM.” Access their links through the PCL website to 
find out what they have planned for the Fall.   

Another great connection is with the NM History Museum (www.newmexi-
cohistory.org ). They are offering a ‘video of the month,’ with over 25 engag-
ing episodes of “New Mexico History in Ten Minutes.” Isn’t it time you 
learned more about this amazing state? Continue to check the PCL website as 
we add more links to programs you may enjoy. 

Are you bored with Netflix? Ready for more variety in your choices for 
steaming? Placitas Library invites you to explore Kanopy video streaming 
platform—a diverse collection of 30,000+ enriching films showcasing inde-
pendent films that fuel lifelong learning, bridge cultural boundaries, spark 
discussion, and expand worldviews. It is available through PCL for you to 
stream anytime and anywhere from smart phone, tablet, computer, or TV. 
PCL’s trial of the Kanopy and opinion survey will run September 1 to October 
15. Be sure to check it out at placitaslibrary.com.

Virtual learning, Kanopy videos at PCL 
~ ANNE GREY FROST

Viva, bronze sculpture, 
by Barbara Burzillo

Oil painting, 
by Alan Charlee
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S ANDOVAL ART S
Artists in residence—a virtual and 
Collin Meeting Room Gallery exhibition 
~REBECCA COHEN

We Placitans have all been “in residence” for nearly six months now—half a 
year of staying home and only venturing out cautiously for necessities. Cutting 
back on or eliminating socializing with good friends. Waving at neighbors from 
a distance. Renting minivans and RVs or risking the rare airline trip only when 
the separation from loved ones or the call of distant campgrounds proves 
unbearable.  

But rather than moping around longing for external stimulation, the artists 
among us, have used this time to focus inward. Sequestered in studios through-
out town, they have expanded their creative parameters, dug deep, for inspira-
tion, and luxuriated in the great expanses of time that this pandemic has 
provided for artistic endeavors. 

The Placitas Community Library’s September exhibit, which can be enjoyed 
both in person in the Collin Meeting Room and online at 
pclart.placitaslibrary.com celebrates the energy and creativity of these artists by 
showcasing the work of Rosemary Breehl, Lynda Burch, Rebecca Cohen, Karen 
Croxton, Lauren Deyo, Linda Heath, Tolly Hicks, Carol Ordogne, Judith Roder-
ick, Margarita Rozenberg, Dianna Shomaker, Risa Taylor, Ilene Weiss, and Janine 
Wilson. Through oil paintings, acrylics, watercolors, linocuts, and mixed media, 
the participants in this exhibition provide the rest of us a welcome respite from 
current events and pandemic pandemonium. 

Beginning August 29, and continuing through October 1, the exhibit can be 
viewed in the Collin Meeting Room during the library’s special operating hours: 
Tuesdays from 3:00 to 7:00 p.m., Thursdays from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., and Sat-
urdays from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. Please check the library website or call 867-3355 
for schedule changes or to leave a message to arrange access to the work in the 
exhibit. Purchases can be made through the website. Works will be made avail-
able for pick-up at the library. As always, the work in this exhibition is available 
for purchase with a percentage of the price benefiting the library.

Renowned violinist Rachel Barton Pine to open PAS 34th season on September 13 
~ALLEN BOURNE
The Placitas Artists Series (PAS) announces that the 
renowned violinist Rachel Barton Pine will open its 
34th concert season with a virtual online perform-
ance the evening of September 13. Because of New 
Mexico limitations on large gatherings, Pine will be 
live-streaming her performance from Chicago. 

Pine, a favorite of Placitas and Albuquerque 
metro classical fans, will be performing a wide 
range of music for solo violin, including Bach: Par-
tita No. 3 in E major, BWV 1006; Traditional 18th 
Century: Scottish Air - March - Strathspey – Reel; Noel 
da Costa: A Set of Dance Tunes. 

Mark O'Connor: Caprice No. 1; Coleridge-Taylor: 
Deep River, Op. 59, No. 10; Coleridge-Taylor Perkin-
son: Louisiana Blues Strut (A Cakewalk); Daniel 
Bernard Roumain: Hip-Hop Dances and Prayers, 
Dance I; Vieuxtemps: Souvenir d'Amérique, Op. 17; 
and an arrangement of her own: A Day at the Ball-
park. 

A leading interpreter of the great classical master-
works, Pine thrills audiences with her dazzling 
technique, lustrous tone, and emotional honesty. 

With an infectious joy in music-making and a pas-
sion for connecting historical research to perform-
ance, Pine transforms audiences’ experiences of 
classical music. 

Galvanized by the fact that young people learn-
ing classical music seldom have the opportunity to 
study and perform music written by Black com-
posers, in 2018 Pine’s RBP Foundation released 
Music by Black Composers (MBC) Violin Volume I, the 
first in a series of pedagogical books of music exclu-
sively by global Black classical composers, as well 
the MBC Coloring Book of Black Composers. 

Following PAS tradition, the concert will be pre-
ceded by a juried art show featuring works by four 
New Mexico artists, accompanied by music created 
especially for the event by PAS’s resident composer, 
John Bullock. Artists on virtual display will include 
Tony Mattson, photography; Carol Adamec, mixed 
medium painting; Ron Wijngaard, oil painting; and 
Myra Gadson, classic and contemporary jewelry. 
The virtual art show will also be available for view-
ing on the PAS website beginning September 1. All 

artwork shown will be available for purchase. 
The September PAS program will begin at 6:45 

p.m. MT with the virtual art show, followed by 
Pine’s performance at 7:00 p.m.  

Tickets for the program are twenty dollars and 
are available at 
www.OurConcerts.live/placitas/venue.  

Prior to the program, concertgoers are encour-
aged to visit the PAS website to view or download 
the 2020-2021 Concert Program book and Concert 
Notes, as well as to get in-person or streaming per-
formance and ticket purchase details for all con-
certs. Until further notice, tickets for this season 
will be available only on a concert-by-concert basis. 

For more information call 867-8080 or email us at 
email@placitasartistsseries.com. 

Placitas Artists Series projects are made possible 
in part by New Mexico Arts, a division of the 
Department of Cultural Affairs, and the National 
Endowment for the Arts. 

Planning is underway for the 2020 Winter Solstice Poetry Reading (WSPR), 
sponsored annually by the Earth Care Fellowship of las Placitas Presbyterian 
Church! This year’s event is scheduled for December 20, at 7:00 p.m. 

Normally, this beloved seasonal event is held in the candle-lit sanctuary of 
the historic las Placitas Presbyterian Church, in Placitas, and is memorable for 
the warmth of seasonal fellowship among friends and community and for the 
traditional reception, featuring hot, spiced, apple cider and cookies. This year, 
however, we are mindful for the health and safety of both poets and attendees 

in the era of COVID-19, so the 2020 event will take place in an electronic for-
mat, details of which are being explored at this time. 

Rest assured that WSPR planners will do everything possible to recreate the 
contemplative, candle-lit atmosphere, close sense of community, and seasonal 
reverence that we have come to love about this December Solstice celebration. 

Please put this event on your calendar, and watch in the Signpost, and in 
other locations, for the Call for Poems and the WSPR Invitation.

2020 Winter Solstice Poetry Reading in the works 
~JACQUELINE FLETCHER
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MANY OF THESE ONGOING LISTINGS ARE TEMPORARILY CANCELLED DUE TO THE NOVEL CORONA VIRUS PANDEMIC. 
CHECK VIA THEIR CONTACT INFORMATION TO SEE WHEN AND IF THEY WILL RESUME.

To submit a listing, send it to: email@sandovalsignpost.com. Deadline for 
submission is the twentieth of the month prior to publication. The calendar 
is for nonprofit organizations. “First Monday” means the first Monday of 
each month. 
 
Daily: The Mayor Hull Show. Go to rrnm.gov/mayorhullshow. Rio Rancho 
Mayor Gregg Hull talks about issues facing Rio Rancho. 
 
Daily: Free hikes at Valles Caldera National Preserve—from Magma to 
Magpie. For a complete list of activities at the National Preserve, go to 
https://www.nps.gov/vall/index.htm. 
 
Daily: Alcoholics Anonymous meetings in Bernalillo. Monday, Tuesday, 
and Thursday Noon; Thursday 6:30 p.m.; and Saturday 9:00 a.m. For a com-
plete list of schedules, visit the website at www.albuquerqueaa.org or call 
Central Office at 266-1900, open 24/7. 
 
Monthly: Various community events at Rio Rancho Libraries. Rio Ran-
cho libraries—Esther Bone and Loma Colorado—will be hosting a variety 
of events all month long ranging from book signings, to poetry readings, lec-
tures, concerts, arts and crafts, meet and greets, etc. For more information 
about the library or each month’s activities, visit 
www.riorancholibraries.org. 
 
Monthly: Urban Horticulture classes. Sponsored by the SandovalMaster-
Gardeners.org. Free. Open to public. Registration preferred. Sandovalmaster-
gardeners.org/public-class-registration. 
 
Mondays: Bernalillo/Placitas open Al-Anon meeting for families and 
friends of alcoholics/problem drinkers. 7:30-8:30. Held at the Bernalillo 
United Methodist Church, 136 Calle Don Andres (behind Abuelitas), 
Bernalillo, 262-2177. 
 
Second and fourth Mondays: Bernalillo Town Council meeting. 6:30 p.m. 
Held at Bernalillo Town Hall. Info: call 867-3311, townofbernalillo.org. 
 
Second and fourth Fridays: Westside Neuro Choir—A chorus for adults liv-
ing with brain challenges & caregivers. Includes ALS, brain injury, MS, 
Parkinson’s, strokes, and others. 1-2:30 p.m. Held at Grace Outreach Church, 
2900 Southern Boulevard, in Rio Rancho. Use entrance on the south side of 
the of the building. For more info, contact Sheri Armendariz at 917 7981 or 
sheriarmz@gmail.com. 
 
Mondays through Fridays: Placitas Mothers’ Day Out childcare. A caring, 
cooperative, community childcare program since 1989. Hours: 8 a.m.-3 p.m. 
daily, $23. Info: Ms. Debbie Steuber, 867-3371. 
 
Tuesdays: Teen Hang Out at the Martha Liebert Public Library. 4 p.m. 
867-1440. 
Tuesdays: Yoga with Patricia, 1-2 p.m., at the Town of Bernalillo Martha 
Liebert Public Library, 124 Calle Melinche, Bernalillo, NM 87004, (505) 867-
1440. 
 
Tuesdays and Thursdays: Pickleball at the Bernalillo Community Center. 
1-4 p.m. Pickleball is a game played on a court with paddles and a whiffle 
ball. The court is smaller than a tennis court and allows people to play who 
no longer want to run and jump as they did in their younger years. Anyone 
can play, even if they have never played tennis. 934-2649. 
 
First Tuesdays: Albuquerque Newcomers’ Club Welcome Coffee. 10 a.m. 
Held at Sandia Presbyterian Church (not affiliated with church)—10704 
Paseo del Norte. Membership is open to residents who have lived in the 
Albuquerque area (including Sandoval County) for five years or less, or who 
are having major changes in their lives. Make new friends and increase your 
social life. Sign up for monthly luncheons and speakers, dining out, visits to 
area attractions, book and movie groups, bridge, bunco, mah jongg, walking, 
wine tastings, etc. Singles’ and men’s groups. 
www.abqnewcomers@gmail.com. 321-6970. 
 
First Tuesdays: Coronado Kennel Club meeting. 7:30 p.m. All-breed kennel 
club. Schedule changes in August and December. Call 867-4510 for meeting 
location. 
 
First Tuesday: Monthly ice cream social hosted by the Kiwanis Club. 6 
p.m. Held at the Paleta Bar in Bernalillo—510 NM Highway 528. 
 
Third Tuesday: Open meeting of the Sandia Vista Amateur Radio Club. 7 
p.m. Held at Fire Station 41 on highway 165, just east of the Placitas Com-
munity Library. Everyone is welcome to attend meetings, whether or not 
they have an FCC License.  
 
Third Tuesdays: Monthly meeting of the Republican Party of Sandoval 
County (RPSC). 7 p.m. Held at the Gospel Light Baptist Church, 1500 
Southern Boulevard in Rio Rancho. www.SandovalGOP.com. 
 
Third Tuesdays: Sandia Vista Amateur Radio Club. 7 p.m. Help provide 
emergency communications in Placitas. Become a “HAM” radio operator. We 
will help you get your FCC license. Visitors welcome. Held at the Placitas Fire 
Station No. 41, Hwy 165, near the Library. Info: sandiavista.net.. 
 
Fourth Tuesdays: Pathways: Wildlife Corridors of NM monthly meeting. 
6:30 p.m. Held at Placitas Community Center. Open to the public. path-
wayswc.wordpress.com. Election of Board officers will be held on January 
28. 
 

Fourth Tuesdays: Eastern Sandoval County Arroyo Flood Control 
Authority (ESCAFCA) meeting. 6 p.m. Held in the Town of Bernalillo 
Council Chambers. Persons wishing to be on the agenda or persons with dis-
abilities who need accommodations should call 771-7110 by the first Tues-
day. Board meeting agenda is posted on the ESCAFCA website (escafca.com) 
and at the front desk of the Town Hall by Friday preceding the meeting. 
 
Fourth Tuesdays: Placitas Democrats and Friends. 6-7:30 p.m. Held at 
Placitas Community Library. Meetings are open to the public and feature 
candidates for local, state, national offices. www.sandovaldemocrats.org, 
259-5860. 
 
Tuesdays: Haven House Domestic Violence Support Group for women 
whose lives have been touched by domestic violence. 6:30-8:00 p.m. Topics 
include: Dynamics of Domestic Violence, Safety Plans, Developing Healthy 
Relationships, and information about available services. All sessions are con-
fidential and free of charge. Held at Rio Rancho First Baptist Church, corner 
of Route 528 and 19th Avenue. 896-4869 or 1-800-526-7157. 
 
Wednesdays: Seniors (62+) ride free on the Rail Runner. Bring valid 
photo ID (with birthdate). 
 
Wednesdays: Thinking Straight open meeting of Alcoholics Anony-
mous. 6-7 p.m. Have a Desire to Stop Drinking? Celebrate Sobriety with us 
and learn how to stay sober. Held at the First Assembly Church, 274 Camino 
Don Tomas (Room 8), Just south of Highway 550 in Bernalillo. 266-1900. 
 
Wednesdays: Cub Scout meetings. 6:30-7:30 p.m. Held at the LDS Church 
Center in Bernalillo, west of I-25’s Exit 240. New members are always wel-
come. 867-4689, 867-2047. 
 
Wednesdays: Rotary Club of Rio Rancho Sunrise. 7 a.m. For breakfast, fel-
lowship, a great speaker, and a chance to get involved in local and worldwide 
service projects. At Club Rio Rancho (used to be Chamisa Hills CC), 500 
Country Club Drive, Rio Rancho. Info: Mac McKinney, 892-4313. 
 
Wednesdays: Urban Horticulture Class Continuing Series. 1-3 p.m. Spon-
sored by the SandovalMasterGardeners.org. Free and open to the public. 
Registration preferred. SandovalMasterGardeners.org. Sandoval County Ext. 
Office, Bernalillo. 929-0414. 
 
First Wednesdays: Free civil legal clinic offered. 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Held in the 
third-floor conference room of the Second District Courthouse, at the south-
west corner of Lomas and Fourth, NW. Free legal advice on a number of civil 
legal issues. No family law services will be offered. Attendance is limited to 
the first 25 persons who qualify for low-income assistance. Interpreters and 
bilingual attorneys will be on hand. Attendees should bring all of their 
paperwork. Expect about a thirty-minute, free legal consultation. 797-6077. 
 
Second Wednesdays: Rio Rancho Art Association (RRAA) monthly mem-
bership meeting. 6:30-8:30 p.m. RRAA is a non-juried/all mediums 
regional art association. You need not be a resident of Rio Rancho to join. 
Held in Don Chalmer’s Ford Community Room, 2500 Rio Rancho Boulevard, 
Rio Rancho. www.rraausa.org, www.rioranchoartassociation.blogspot.com 
or 301-2009. 
 
Second and fourth Wednesdays: Sandoval County Civitans. 6:00 p.m. Held 
at Fair Winds, 920 Riverview Drive SE, Rio Rancho. 898-6884. 
 
Third Wednesdays: Meeting of the Coronado Optimist Club. 6-7 p.m. Held 
at the Range Cafe in Bernalillo.   
 
Third Wednesdays: Las Placitas Association Board meeting. 6:30 p.m. 
Currently held via Zoom. Attendance by invitation. Visitors welcome. Email: 
theboard@lasplacitas.org for an invitation. 
 
Thursdays: Using Microsoft Word at the Martha Liebert Public Library. 
10 a.m. Registration a must. 867-1440. 
 
Thursdays: El Club del Libro—Our monthly Spanish Book Club. 6-7 p.m. 
Recurring. Held at Loma Colorado Main Library Rio Rancho History Room. 
Join us in reading a book in Spanish, improving conversation skills, and 
meeting interesting friends who wouldn’t have the opportunity to cross 
paths without “El Club del Libro.” This month, in coordination with PBS’s 
The Great American Read program, we will discuss Bendiceme, Ultima by 
Rudolfo Anaya. No registration required. Walk-ins welcome!  Please note 
new day and time. 
 
Thursdays: Sandoval County Historical Society archives and library are 
open to members and the public for family research, 9 a.m.-Noon. 
Bernalillo. Info: 867-2755. 
 
First Thursdays: Sandoval County veteran’s outreach and business coun-
seling. 1-4 p.m. Held at the Sandoval County Administrative Building, 1500 
Idalia Road in Bernalillo. All honorably-discharged veterans may be entitled 
to VA benefits and state Veteran benefits. Come learn about your potential 
benefits. Bring your DD-214. 383-2414. 
 
First Thursdays: Art and Music at the Loma Colorado Main Library 
Auditorium, Rio Rancho. Info: riorancholibraries.org, 505-891-5013. 
 
First and third Thursdays: Sandoval County Commission meeting. 6 p.m. 
Unless otherwise noted, all meetings will be held in the Sandoval Adminis-
tration Building, 1500 Idalia Road Building D, Bernalillo. Info or meeting 
agenda: www.sandovalcounty.com, 867-7500. 

 
Second Thursday: The New Mexico Parkinson’s Coalition (NMPC) meets. 
1:30-3 p.m. Held at Grace Outreach at 2900 Southern Boulevard SE in Rio 
Rancho. The NMPC works to enhance the quality of life for individuals with 
Parkinson’s through education, awareness and support for those with the 
disease. For more information, call 219-5065 or visit the website: nmparkin-
son.org. 
 
Second Thursdays: Visionary Arts & Crafts Guild (VACG). 6-8 p.m. VACG 
is a group of juried artists whose mission is to develop a fellowship among 
craftspeople and facilitate a market for crafts. The VACG supports the “Art of 
Craft” through exhibitions, education and public awareness to promote the 
development and appreciation of craftspeople and theira work. Baptist 
Church of Rio Rancho Adult Education Center, 1909 Grande Avenue, Rio 
Rancho. VisionaryACG@gmail.com, 948-3132. 
 
Third Thursdays: Placitas Community Library Board of Directors meet-
ings. At the Placitas Community Library, 453 Hwy 165. 6:30 p.m. Open to 
the public. Meeting agendas are posted at the library and Placitas Post 
Office. 
 
Fourth Thursdays: Sandoval County Development Planning & Zoning 
Commission. 6 p.m. Held at the Sandoval County Administration Building, 
1500 Idalia Road., Bldg. D, Bernalillo. 
 
Last Thursdays: Sandoval County veteran’s outreach and business coun-
seling. 11 a.m.-2 p.m. Held at 433 Meadowlark SE in Rio Rancho. All honor-
ably-discharged veterans may be entitled to VA benefits and state Veteran 
benefits. Come learn about your potential benefits. Bring your DD-214. 383-
2414. 
 
Fridays: Bernalillo Farmers Market. 4-7 pm. through October. Offering  
fresh fruits, produce, herbs, and more. Under pavilion at Rotary Park. SNAP 
EBT dollars are doubled. Vendors welcome. 228-5801. 
 
Fridays: Toddler Time—music, stories, and crafts. 10 a.m. Held at the 
Town of Bernalillo-Martha Liebert Public Library from November 8-Decem-
ber 20. Closed on Thanksgiving. 867-1440. 
 
Fridays: Sandoval County Stroke Support Group. 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Pro-
vides weekly support to survivors of stroke, their caregivers, adult family 
members, and health care providers. Water and light snacks provided. No 
charge for meetings. Social outings arranged six times a year. Geri: 620-
8802. 
 
Fridays: Celebrate Recovery—12 steps to finding freedom from hurts, 
hang-ups, and habits. 6:30 p.m. Held at the First Assembly Church, 274 
Camino Don Tomas, Bernalillo. 867-7226. 
 
First Fridays: Monthly luncheon of the Democratic Party of Sandoval 
County. 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Range Cafe in Bernalillo, 925 Camino del Pueblo. 
Sandoval Democrats gather once a month (most months) to welcome speak-
ers, candidates, and government representatives. You pay for your lunch from 
the menu, or come for just the meeting. www.sandovaldemocrats.org. 
 
Second Friday: Luncheon of the San-Bern Federated Republican 
Women. Starts at 11:30 a.m. Held at Rio Rancho Inn and Conference Cen-
ter—1465 Rio Rancho Blvd. SE, Rio Rancho, 87124. The meet-and-greet 
luncheons are to discuss business and politics for both Sandoval and 
Bernalillo County Republican interests. Our aim is to promote an informed 
public through political education and activity. All Republican men and 
women invited to attend. Contact Julie Wright at 720- 4883 or go to 
www.sanbernfrw.org. 
 
Saturdays: Wildflower walks on the Sandia Ranger District. Starting at 9 
a.m. There will be an amenity fee of three dollars. Be sure to bring a hat, 
water, and sunscreen. Sandia Ranger District: 281-3305. 
 
Saturdays: Casa Rosa Food Bank. Open 9-11 a.m. Held in the pink house 
east of Las Placitas Presbyterian Church at 640 Highway 165, six miles east 
of I-25. Community outreach program provides nonperishable food items as 
well as dairy, frozen meats, and fresh produce as available for Placitas resi-
dents in need. Donations, volunteers welcome. 
 
Saturdays: Village of Los Ranchos de Albuquerque Growers’ Market. 
Free. Sep.-Nov. 8 a.m.-noon. Fresh vegetable, fruits, herbs flowers, jams, 
cheeses, arts and crafts. Live music. Voted “Best In City.” Accepts WIC/Senior. 
At Village of Los Ranchos tennis court parking lot. losranchosgrowersmar-
ket.com. 
 
Second and fourth Saturdays: Placitas Saturday Market. Cancelled until 
2021. For additional information, contact Nancy Holley at 515-4323. 
 
Third Saturdays: Rio Rancho Northwest Mesa NAACP meets. 11 a.m. Held 
at Don Newton Community Center. Public is invited. www.rrnwmnaacp.org. 
 
Sundays: Corrales Growers’ Market. 9-noon. Located at Corrales and Jones 
Road. 259-0203.



The City of Rio Rancho’s Library and Information 
Services Department is offering modified services 
to the public, Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m. 

Hold Pickup by Appointment: both Loma Col-
orado Main Library and Esther Bone Memorial 
Library are offering pickup of reserved library 
items by appointment only from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 
p.m., Monday through Friday, until further notice. 
Library staff will call patrons when their items are 
ready in order to set up an appointment for pick 
up. Patrons can place a library item on hold by vis-
iting www.rrnm.gov/library or by calling the 
Libraries at 891-5013. For questions or to update a 
library card, email askalibrarian@rrnm.gov. 

Grab and go book bags for children: miss brows-
ing the library shelves for great children’s books? 
The Rio Rancho Public Libraries are here to help! 
Fill out a form describing what you’re looking for 
(such as favorite topics, types of books, and grade 
level), and the librarians will personally select up to 
six books for you to check out. This service is 
designed for three age groups: 0-6 years old, 6-12 
years old, and 13-19 years old. Library staff will call 

to schedule a pickup appointment when the 
Grab and Go Book Bag is ready. For questions 
about this service, call 891-5013, ext. 3032. 

Print and pick up service by appointment: 
patrons can send an email message with the doc-
uments attached to askalibrarian@rrnm.gov and 
a Rio Rancho Public Libraries staff member will 
set up an appointment for pick up. In addition 
to attaching the document itself, include the fol-
lowing details in the email message: number of 
copies needed, black-and-white or color, the name 
of the person picking up the documents, and the 
library (Loma Colorado Main Library or Esther 
Bone Memorial Library) where the documents will 
be picked up. The first five pages are free. The turn-
around time for printing is one business day. Please 
remember that sending personal information 
through email is not recommended. 

Your library at home—virtual programs: the Rio 
Rancho Public Libraries are offering a variety of 
informative and educational events online. Virtual 
youth programs include recorded story time, Jiggle 
and Jam, and arts and crafts projects, all with closed 
captioning. In addition, Stories and Songs Live! are 

offered on Zoom on Tuesday mornings. For adults, 
the Libraries offer a virtual book discussion called 
Literary Musings and workshops on Zoom in coop-
eration with WESST. To see the full schedule and to 
register, visit the Library’s Calendar of Events at 
www.rrnm.gov/library. 

Library newsletters: to stay up-to-date with the 
latest changes in library services, sign up for a Rio 
Rancho Public Libraries newsletter at 
www.libraryaware.com/1971/Subscribers/Sub-
scribe. 

The Loma Colorado Main Library is located at 
755 Loma Colorado Boulevard NE in Rio Rancho. 
The Esther Bone Memorial Library is located at 950 
Pinetree Road SE in Rio Rancho.
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Celebrating over 30 Years 
Providing Tax & Accounting 

Services to New Mexicans 

TERRY PISEL, CPA, LLC 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 

 

Tax Planning & Preparation 
for Individuals & Businesses  

QuickBooks Consulting

In Placitas • 798-1003 

S ANDOVAL ART S  ~CONTINUED

Rio Rancho’s libraries offer modified services 
~ANNEMARIE L. GARCÍA, PUBLIC AFFAIRS. DIVISION MANAGER, CITY OF RIO RANCHO

The New Mexico Department of Agriculture 
(NMDA) and its NEW MEXICO—Taste the Tradi-
tion® program took to social media on August 11 to 
announce a contest to promote the state’s 2020 chile 
pepper harvest. 

The Elevate NM Green Chile contest is open to 
New Mexico residents as well as New Mexico green 
chile enthusiasts across the nation. The purpose of 
the contest is to promote creativity in cooking with 
the flavorful and heat-packed New Mexico green 
chile pepper. 

Entry categories are geared toward at-home cooks 

and professional chefs. NMDA is calling for recipes 
inspired by traditional New Mexican dishes and 
state fair and food truck cuisine and desserts. 

The contest is part of NMDA’s Elevate NM Green 
Chile social media campaign, which illustrates lit-
tle-known facts about the famous agricultural com-
modity, in addition to traditions that have 
surrounded the chile pepper harvest season for 
more than one-hundred years. 

NMDA seeks to educate the public about the ver-
satility, attributes, and agricultural history of the 
chile pepper, as well as techniques for roasting and 

freezing, and to encourage sales of the product in-
state and out-of-state. 

Individuals interested in participating in the con-
test should submit entries by September 1, at 5:00 
p.m. MT. A panel of judges is set to announce the 
winners September 9. 

For details and to fill out the entry form, visit 
bit.ly/ICookNMchile. 

For more information about New Mexico chile 
peppers, including history, statistics, and nutrition, 
visit cpi.nmsu.edu.

NMDA calls for participation in New Mexico green chile contest 
~JENNY GREEN

It is a challenge to believe we are about to transi-
tion into fall, which means cooler temperatures in 
the evening, fewer snakes sunbathing on rocks, and 
students heading back to school (virtually or in per-
son). How we function will continue to evolve, and 
we will continue adapting and adopting new ways 
of managing our lives. 

As for the library, construction continues, and we 
now have walls, windows, floors, and doors. The 
Furnishings and Fixtures Committee is working 
closely with the architect and the contractor to 
ensure that the proper colors and textures are met, 
like the colors of the walls and the texture of the 
floors. By now, the community has been introduced 
to two of the new rooms in our “The Story Behind 
the Name” series: the Gracie Lee Community 
Room and the Pearl Children’s Room. These lovely 
stories tell us how each room came to have its 
name. Stay tuned, more stories will come. Perhaps 
one of them will be yours! 

If you are look-
ing for a cause in 
which to make a 
difference, a place 
to honor someone 
or something in a 
meaningful way, 
here is an opportu-
nity! In the new 
construction, the 
Placitas Commu-
nity Library has a 
room that is avail-
able for naming. The breezeway will become a cozy 
reading room with comfortable chairs and tables 
for patrons to relax, read, or meet with friends. 
There will be an ample number of outlets and USB 
ports for using and charging electronic devices. 
This room needs a name. If you are interested in 
finding out how you can join other generous 

donors who have named the new wing and indi-
vidual rooms, stop by the library or call 867-5340 
to get more information. A pledge of at least fifty 
thousand dollars entitles you to naming rights. 

The image above is the architect’s rendering for 
one imagining the new room that is available for 
naming. 

New Placitas library room 
needs name, donor 
~DORIS A. FIELDS

Architect’s rendering for new library room



re: 550 construction detour  
I live on Calle Valle Serrano in Bernalillo, and our normally quiet 
street has become anything but that due to the US Highway 550 
construction. Our street is north of Old Highway 44 and people are 
not only using Old Highway 44, but are also coming down our 
street in an effort to avoid traffic backups. The problem is, our 
street is a dead end with no outlets. We have signage to that effect 
at the entrance of the street, but people don’t seem to believe them. 
Some drivers have said that “Google” tells them that Calle Valle 
Serrano is an alternate route across the river, but it definitely is not! 
Please folks, do not come down our street with your trucks, trail-
ers, and semi-trucks! There is nowhere for large vehicles to turn 
around without damaging our properties! Thank you. 
—ELIZABETH WITHERS, Bernalillo

BLM NM releases sale notice for 
October 2020 oil and gas lease sale 
~CATHY GARBER

In keeping with the current Trump Administra-
tion’s goal of promoting American energy secu-
rity, the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 
proposes to offer a total of 11 parcels, totaling 
7,730.86 acres, at its October, 2020, quarterly oil 
and gas lease sale. The proposed parcels are 
located in Chaves, Eddy, and Lea counties, New 
Mexico. The lease sale is scheduled to occur 
online at www.energynet on October 29.  

The protest period begins August 24 and ends 
September 2. 

Leasing is the first step in the process to 
develop Federal oil and gas resources. Before 
development operations can begin, an operator 
must submit an application for permit to drill 
(APD) detailing development plans. The BLM 
reviews APDs, posts them for public review, and 
coordinates with state partners and stakehold-
ers. 

Revenues from onshore oil and gas production 
on Federal lands directly fund the U.S. Treasury 
and state budgets, and support public educa-
tion, infrastructure improvements, and other 
state-determined priorities. Forty-eight percent 
of lease sale revenue goes to the state while the 
rest goes to the U.S. Treasury. The state also 
receives half of the revenue from royalties if oil 
and gas are developed on the lease. 

Public Comments 
Please note that the most 

useful public comments are 
substantive and identify 
issues relevant to the pro-
posed action. These may 
question, with reasonable 
basis, the accuracy of infor-
mation, methodology, or 
assumptions, and present 
reasonable alternatives 
other than those analyzed. 
Comments that contain 
only opinions or preferences, or comments that 
are essentially identical to other comments, will 
not be specifically addressed in the environmen-
tal review process. 

Before including an address, phone number, 
email address, or other personal identifying 
information in any comments, be aware that the 
entire comment—including personal identifying 
information—may be made publicly available at 
any time. Requests to withhold personal identi-
fying information from public review can be 
submitted, but the BLM cannot guarantee that it 
will be able to do so. 

For more information, contact BLM Land Law 
Examiner Lourdes Ortiz at 954-2146.
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The August 2020 issue of the Signpost contains an article bringing 
Placitans up-to-date on the latest news about the Bureau of Land 
Management’s (BLM) Resource Management Plan (RMP). The 
short story is that the BLM has leaked that it plans to release the 
RMP mid-August and we believe it will contain their preferred use 
of the Buffalo Tract for increased gravel mining. The day the RMP 
is actually made public we will begin to notify everyone in Placitas 
by social media, email, radio, and snail mail of the details, such as 
the deadline for your comments. 

There are reasons for almost EVERYONE in Placitas to submit a 
comment: preservation of our public lands as part of the wildlife 
corridor and for recreational and cultural purposes, the health of 
residents in the vicinity of the mines, protection of our water, the 
problems caused by heavy truck traffic on our roads, preservation 
of sites of historical significance; the list goes on and on. This is not 
just an issue affecting those who live in the vicinity of the mines. 

On a lighter note, Las Placitas Association has launched its “I 
Love Placitas” campaign, beginning with a line of merchandise 
such as T-shirts, masks, aprons, and much more, available to you 
at www.redbubble.com/shop/ap/52499166. Every purchase bene-
fits LPA’s work on your behalf.

Las Placitas Association report 
~JOAN FENICLE

GAUNT LE T  
LETTERS • OPINIONS • LOCAL ISSUES

The Signpost welcomes letters of opinion.  

Letters are subject to editing for length, clarity, libel, and other considerations. 

Mail to: Signpost, P. O. Box 889, Placitas, NM, 87043 or email to: email@sandovalsignpost.com

re: Gravel pit dust 
It appears the Vulcan gravel pit is operating at much higher capacity lately. They 
claim to control the dust, but if you look at the attached photo, taken July 13 from 
Tiwa Trail and Petroglyph Place, you can see significant dust is being generated. They 
also appear to be moving their mining eastward at a rapid pace. All Placitas seems to 
get from Vulcan is dust and an ever-growing eyesore. When will it end? 
—ROB VITELLO, Placitas

re: Smoke from distant fires  
brings trouble, and nice sunsets 
Wind patterns in the West spread smoke from 
major wildfires into adjoining states and beyond. 
While New Mexico so far has had a relatively 
mild fire season, northerly winds in August 
brought haze, health aggravations and vivid sun-
sets like this one in Placitas to the Rio Grande. 
—BILL DIVEN, Placitas 
[See related story, page 17, this Signpost]

The Vulcan gravel pit view from Placitas
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As a proposed plan to manage federal land and mineral 
resources in part of New Mexico creeps toward resolu-
tion, a lawsuit and new regulations about to take effect 
raise issues for the path forward in Placitas. 

A July 31 meeting at Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM) headquarters was to be the last internal check 
before public release of the plan affecting six New Mex-
ico counties. That would be followed by thirty days for 
past public commenters to comment again and sixty 
days for the governor to review the plan for consistency 
with state laws and policies. 

At last report, the BLM’s goal was to formally 
approve the resource-management plan (RMP) no later 
than mid-December. The update of a 1986 plan then will 
then guide agency decision-making for the foreseeable 
future. 

For whatever reason, the Washington meeting known 
as the director’s review did not happen and apparently 
has not been rescheduled. At Signpost deadline, the BLM 
had yet to respond to a query sent more than a week 
earlier. 

By law, the BLM manages its public lands mostly in 
the West for multiple uses, from recreation and historic 
preservation to grazing and energy development. At the 
same time, it is to protect cultural and natural 
resources—all while generating revenue for the U.S. 
Treasury.  

Its actions generally fall under two laws and related 
regulations: the National Environmental Policy Act of 
1969 (NEPA) and the Federal Policy and Land Manage-
ment Act of 1974 (FLPMA). 

The BLM continues to operate without a Senate-con-
firmed director, after President Trump, in mid-August, 
pulled his nomination of Acting Director William Pend-
ley amid mounting bipartisan resistance. A former oil 
and gas lobbyist and head of the conservative Mountain 
States Legal Foundation, Pendley has run the agency 
since July, 2019, through a series of interim appoint-
ments by Interior Secretary David Bernhardt. 

The BLM has not had a confirmed director since 
Director Neil Kornze, an Obama appointee, stepped 
down as Trump took office. 

New Mexico Sens. Martin Heinrich and Tom Udall, in 
an August 20 letter signed by all 45 Senate Democrats 
and the two Independents who caucus with them, 
called on Bernhardt to replace Pendley and for Trump to 
appoint a qualified director. 

“Mr. Pendley’s long public record of advocacy for sell-
ing off public lands, and reducing access to them, 
attempts to undermine tribes and tribal sovereignty, and 
denial of climate change make his beliefs and actions 
antithetical to either role,” the senators wrote. 

Locally, this is playing out within the Rio Puerco Field 
Office of the BLM Albuquerque District. The Rio Puerco 
office set out in 2008 to update the 1986 RMP with new 
guidelines, lands identified for leasing and disposal, 
and a fresh environmental impact statement. 

The draft RMP came out in 2012, drawing fifty-thou-
sand comments on diverse issues—including the possi-
bility of opening one-thousand acres to gravel mining in 
western Placitas where four quarries already exist. 

The Las Placitas Association and Eastern Sandoval 
Citizens Association, opponents of additional gravel 
mining here, have also been concerned that the BLM 
would drag out the RMP process until new Trump 
administration environmental rules are in place. One 
possible outcome is that the time for comments on the 
final RMP—thirty days for people and groups, sixty 
days for the governor’s review—could be cut in half. 

Those new rules from the Council on Environmental 

Lawsuit, national  
politics reflect  
Placitas land issues 
~BILL DIVEN
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Quality are to take effect on September 14. 
Meanwhile, in July, a coalition of Four Corners 

environmental and Native American-rights 
groups filed suit to block thirty BLM oil and gas 
leases in northwestern Sandoval County. Deci-
sions on the leases fall under the existing RMP, 
and changed conditions, particularly in well 
drilling and fracking, since 1986 are one issue in 
the lawsuit. 

A 2018 BLM policy change specific to oil and 
gas leases that already has run afoul of a federal 
court in Idaho allowed the thirty oil and gas 
leases to proceed even though the RMP is still 
pending. That reversal of a 2010 policy also is 
being interpreted in the BLM Albuquerque Dis-
trict as potentially allowing a lease for gravel 
mining in Placitas without the updated RMP in 
place. 

The BLM previously said that no lease applica-
tions would be accepted from any interested par-
ties here until the RMP was final. The BLM 
controls four parcels in Placitas totaling nearly 
4,300 acres. 

The lawsuit also alleges granting the thirty 
leases required the BLM to analyze the cumula-
tive effects of greenhouse-gas releases on climate 
change, prepare an environmental-impact state-
ment, and provide for more public participation 
than it did. In addition, it claims the agency 
must take a hard look at health impacts on the 
largely Native American residents in addressing 
environmental justice concerns for local commu-
nities. 

Similar suits have been filed over the years in 
San Juan County in attempts to protect the air, 
water, and residents of the greater Chaco 
Canyon area. In May, 2019, in a case involving 
the same plaintiffs in the current lawsuit, the 
federal 10th Circuit Court of Appeals overturned 
the BLM’s award of oil and gas leases near 
Chaco. 

The court found that the BLM violated NEPA 
and FPLMA in not considering the cumulative 
impacts of granting more than three-hundred 
leases. 

The new Council on Environmental Quality 
rules are being pushed as adding clarity, consis-
tency, and efficiency in applying NEPA across 
the federal government. Critics contend they will 
undercut the progress made in recent decades 
and tilt processes to favor industrial develop-
ment. 

“What the public needs to be aware of is the 
agency and the Trump administration are trying 
to eliminate opportunity for public engagement 
and comment in these decisions,” said attorney 
Kyle Tisdel of the Western Environmental Law 
Center, which represents the Four Corners citi-
zen groups in the lawsuit. “The ongoing efforts 
eliminate bedrock regulation of these types of 
decisions. 

“It’s deeply problematic, and the public needs 
to be engaged.” 

During Trump’s tenure, more than one-hun-
dred sets of rules and regulations have been 
wiped out or scaled back, he added. 

While the BLM has not responded to questions 
from the Signpost, it did issue a statement to the 
Farmington Daily Times in response to the law-
suit, saying leasing decisions comply with all 
applicable laws. 

“The environmental and cultural resource 
review process for developing oil and gas 
resources is multi-faceted and includes input and 
coordination from the public and Federal, state, 
and Tribal interests,” the statement said. “The 
BLM will continue to take actions that further 
our national interests and help meet our domes-
tic energy needs in a responsible manner, consis-
tent with our sustained yield, multiple-use 
mandate.” 

A spokesman for the New Mexico Oil and Gas 
Association told the Times that the only intent of 
the lawsuits seems to be disrupting New Mex-
ico’s largest and most successful industry when 
the focus should be on jobs and investment.

Native American-rights groups have gone to court challenging 30 oil and gas leases in northwest  
Sandoval County over health, air and water concerns. Energy development sprawls across the  

Four Corners area including this work near Lybrook in southeast San Juan County. 
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Scouts carry on with activities

Scouts earn merit badges  
via Zoom and small groups 
~DAVID GARDNER

Troop 708, sponsored by the Coronado Opti-
mist Club in Bernalillo, continues to be active 
in spite of the restrictions imposed by the pan-
demic. To recognize the work of the scouts as 
they continue to advance in ranks, an outdoor 
Court of Honor—complete with limited atten-
dance (each boy and one parent), social dis-
tancing, and face masks—was convened on 
August 12. One of the new boys received his 
Scout rank, another achieved his First-Class 
rank, and two of the young men advanced to 
Life Scout rank. Many merit badges, earned 
during the July virtual merit badge clinics 
emanating from Gorham Scout Ranch in the 
Sangre de Cristo mountains, were also pre-
sented. The scouts generally meet via Zoom to 

participate in games and other activities, but 
are now also meeting in groups of two or three 
to work on merit badges and service projects. 

Now that school has started, the cub scouts 
in Pack 708 are looking forward to den meet-
ings where the den sizes are small, and they 
can associate as before, just with restrictions. 
We also look forward to inviting more boys 
and girls to join us. Most of the activities are 
done in the family setting and the results can 
be shared online. The cubs in the Bear Den 
completed the requirements for their Bear rank 
during the summer and are ready to advance 
to the Webelos Den. If you don’t hear from us 
through the schools, call Amanda at 507-1305, 
or David at 867-4689.

Sandoval County 4-H youth successfully show-
cased exhibits and Jr. Livestock sale virtually 
~STEVE LUCERO

Across the country, county fairs were can-
celled, and the Sandoval Country Fair was no 
exception. The NMSU Cooperative Extension 
4-H found innovative ways to virtually hold 
the decades-long and first-in-the-state Jr. Live-
stock shows and auction.  

Steve Lucero, program director and Nicole 
Lujan, 4-H Agent, as well as club leaders and 
parents, helped pull together an online exhibit 
and livestock auction. The 4-H program creates 
new opportunities for the kids to keep learning 
since they have been home. 

Sandoval County 4-H youth competed from 
the nine county clubs with project exhibits and 
livestock they raised, doing shows online as if 
they were partaking in the fair in Cuba.  

Some of our more experienced youth pro-
duced tutorial videos, which helped other 
exhibitors present their indoor, small animal, 

or livestock projects. We are so proud of them 
taking this leadership role. These videos have 
been shared with other county 4-H programs.  

“The youth participated in an outstanding 
manner” both Steve and Nicole stated. “4-H is 
the passion of these youth and they did their 
very best.” Nicole said that “Few had limited 
resources such as computers or even cell 
phones, but this is where club leaders and par-
ents play a vital role in the program. Everyone 
helped to ensure that every youth was able to 
participate.”  

Under state and university Covid-19 guide-
lines, Nicole arranged the meetings and cre-
ated online viewing for the judges via social 
media. In addition, winners were announced 
and asked to meet at specific locations to be 
presented their rosettes and ribbons.  

The Jr. Livestock Auction was equally excit-

ing with racehorse style bidding. The more than three-hour 
auction was held online for registered buyers and generated 
forty thousand dollars in total sales. The top buyer was 
Respond New Mexico.  

The Sandoval County 4-H would like to thank all of the 
buyers for participating in the unique auction. Also, thanks 
to the judges for this year’s virtual fair and Jr. Livestock 
shows, and the fair board and sponsors.  

The new 4-H year begins October 1. For information on the 
program or to join, contact the Sandoval County Extension at 
sandoval@nmsu.edu 867-2582 and be a part of more than 
three hundred 4-H members of the Sandoval County 4-H.

YOUTH
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Conveniently located at 
4192 Hwy 528 (just South of 550) 

Rio Rancho, NM 87144  

Call 505-771-3311 
Open: Mon-Fri 8am-6pm • Saturdays 8am-4pm 

Closed Sundays and major holidays

Excellent care for your family pet 
Coronado Pet Hospital is a state-of-the-art, clean, and comfortable  

veterinary clinic with a wide variety of veterinary services for total pet care. 
 

Coronado's compassionate and experienced staff is fully equipped to 
treat dogs, cats, and many exotic species with general and emergency  
veterinary services, surgery, dental care, and prescription pet foods. 

 Stop by to meet our staff or call for an appointment today.

THE  AN IMAL HOT L I N E  
To help reunite lost/found pets with their people.  

Warm weather brings out  
the snakes  
~NEW MEXICO POISON AND DRUG INFORMATON CENTER
It’s snake season in New Mexico, and the New Mexico Poison and Drug Infor-
mation Center has some tips to keep you safe. 

Venomous snakes in New Mexico include the Prairie, Western Diamondback, 
Rock, Mojave, Black-tailed, Ridgenose, and Massassauga rattlesnakes and the 
coral snake. 

Snakes seek shelter from the sun under rocks and bushes, and in caves and ani-
mal burrows. At night, when it’s cooler, snakes become active, hunting their prey. 
Practice the following prevention tips to avoid snakebite: 

• Be aware of your surroundings. 
• Walk in areas where the ground is clear so you can see where you step. 
• Be aware of where you sit, especially in shady areas. 
• Wear protective clothing, such as long pants and hiking boots. 
• Wear gloves when using your hands to move brush or rocks. 
• Don’t reach into cracks in rocks, animal burrows, or under bushes. 
• Don’t walk around at night or sleep on the ground—snakes are most active 

at night. 
• Don’t tease, kill, or handle a rattlesnake. 
• If you encounter a snake, don’t panic or blindly run away. Look carefully 

where you are going. 
The most important first-aid tip if bitten by a snake is to call the New Mexico 

Poison Center and get to the nearest hospital right away. “Do not try any other 
first-aid methods because they are often useless and may cause more harm,” cau-
tions Steven Seifert, MD, medical director of the New Mexico Poison Center, part 
of the UNM College of Pharmacy. If you are bitten by a snake follow these safety 
precautions:  

• Get to the nearest hospital right away. 
• Keep calm. 
• Put a safe distance between you and the snake. Snakes can strike to a dis-

tance up to two-thirds of their body length. 
• Remove rings, watches, and bracelets, and loosen tight clothing. 
• Keep the bite area loosely immobilized and level with the heart. 
• Carry a cell phone to call for help if needed. 
• Call the New Mexico Poison Center for poisoning emergencies, questions 

about poisons, or for information about poison prevention, 24 hours a day, toll 
free, at 1-800-222-1222. 

New Mexico has the second-highest number of rattlesnake bites annually per 
capita in the U.S. There are approximately eighty rattlesnake bites reported annu-
ally between April and October, but they can occur any time of year during a sig-
nificant warming trend. In New Mexico, more rattlesnake bites are reported from 
Albuquerque to the south; but with our temperature variations throughout the 
year, snakebites happen all over the state. Most bites in New Mexico occur in 
lower elevations, oftentimes in wilderness areas where there are fewer humans 
displacing them. Based on general snake populations in the state, the Western 
Diamondback and Prairie rattlesnakes are probably the greatest culprits for 
snakebites in New Mexico. Identifying which species of rattlesnake has struck is 
irrelevant. Don’t try to capture or kill the snake for identification purposes. 
There’s a single effective anti-venom solution for all rattlesnake bites. 

New Mexico doesn’t have copperheads or cottonmouths, also known as water 
moccasins. We do have a species of venomous coral snake, although it’s different 
from those found in Texas and Florida. Coral snakes located in the very south-
west corner of New Mexico near the Arizona border are very small and therefore 
have difficulty biting and injecting venom. It’s a very small population of snakes 
in a very isolated region of New Mexico.

If you lose or find an animal in Sandoval County,  

email the information to:  

email@sandovalsignpost.com 
We will place it in the upcoming issue at no charge.  

If the animal you reported no longer needs  

attention, please email the Signpost by the  

20th of the month to have the listing removed.

The Animal Hotline is a free animal-friendly service of the Signpost.
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THANK YOU FOR READING  

THE SIGNPOST  

News and information of interest to 
the residents of Sandoval County 

Online at www.sandovalsignpost.com 

Mailed subscriptions available
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S A N D O V A L

 

Knock. Knock. 

Who’s there? 

Snake. 

Snake, who? 

Rattlesnake . . . 
at your door. 
 
—PHOTO By 
TODD RENNECKAR
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LALO’S  
ANIMAL PRINTS

A 5-inch vinegaroon on our rear portal! 
—MICHAEL SARE, PLACITAS

This is Roscoe the Donkey! 
He’s the hit of the  

neighborhood on  
La Puerta Trail!  

—DEB CASEY

Hello, Lalo.  
Check out the  

camouflage of this  
tiny desert horned toad  
working its way across a  

gravel road in Placitas. 
—GEORGE KAPALKA

This is Elphaba the Cat hanging out in her catnip patch. 
This kitty lived in Placitas her 1st 3 years of life. She 
returned 9 years later to the same house. But now she 

cannot jump the walls...so she enjoys the garden!!  
—SUSAN & RICK 

Email your animal photos to “Lalo” at:  
email@sandovalsignpost.com
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ROSA’S HOUSECLEANING SERVICE, LLC 
~ Family Business in Bernalillo ~ 

Licensed  • Free Estimates 
References Provided 

505-379-8652  •  505-990-2053

PLACITAS HOUSEKEEPING

Local resident • 25 years experience 
References provided • Placitas area 

Lesia Graham — 448-1152 / 659-5500

CLA S S I F I E D S  
To place a classified ad,  

email your ad or questions to:  
email@sandovalsignpost.com  

(Includes a free posting on the Signpost website.) 
For further information, visit:  

www.sandovalsignpost.com  
or call the Signpost office at 505-867-3810. 

AN IMAL S

WILDLIFE RESCUE—Call 505-344-2500.  
An all-volunteer wildlife rescue program to assist injured  
or orphaned wildlife. A service of the Rio Grande Nature  

Center in Albuquerque, New Mexico.

DESERT FLOWER CARPET & STEAM CLEANING 
CARPET AND FURNITURE SPECIALISTS  

We steam clean wool and silk area rugs, too,  
plus your tile, grout and stone  

867-4493  •  www.desertflowercleancarpets.com

NON-LETHAL SNAKE REMOVAL 
~ ~ ~ Any kind of snake ~ ~ ~ 

Donations accepted for payment.  
Call Moises—321-3600

CLEAN I Ng

S A N D O V A L

—“FOR SALE-HOMES/LAND,” continued next page

E S TA TE  SA LE S

A N  I N D E P E N D E N T  L O C A L  N E W S P A P E R

RESPONSIBLE HOUSE-SITTER AVAILABLE—Respon-
sible, mature woman seeks house-sitting position. Pets 
and barn animals lovingly cared for. Short- and long-term 
situations. References. Please call Lois at 575-519-8498.

ART  /  MU S IC

Paws N’ Claws Pet Care 
In-Home Pet Care serving: 
Placitas, Corrales & Rio Rancho         

         Overnight Pet Care provided in Placitas 

Pet Sitting • Pet Waste Removal 

{505} 440-0875 
 Insured/Bonded 

Deb Stichmann 
PawsNClaws02@gmail.com

Online  VOiCe and PianO leSSOnS  
By Cia Khakaura, Master Teacher  

505-629-2150 • www.onlinevoiceandpiano.com

Chris Livingston, Master Music Instructor 

Want to learn Piano, Guitar, Bass, Ukulele or Theory? 
Like Jazz, Rock, Classical, Funk? What’s your Style?  

Call Chris for LESSONS via Skype, Zoom, FaceTime! 
B.A. in Music • 20 yrs. Instructor & Performer 

Certified in Early Childhood Teaching 
Reasonable rates • Gentle approach to teaching/learning 

505-980-4322 • chrisguitarpiano@gmail.com

Servicing: Placitas, Bernalillo, 
Los Ranchos, and Corrales, NM

(505) 818-4348 • ZiaMaids.com

Call for Free Estimate  
Lic. & Insured • References GREAT OPPORTUNITY ON 7 ACRES—divided into 4 

parcels. The first lot has a well, power and septic system 
installed. The other land has a rough road and pad sites 
that sit up above the cottonwoods across from Las Huer-
tas stream bed. Only $99,000 and owner financing possi-
ble. Call Porter 263-3662, La Puerta Real Estate Services, 
LLC -867-3388.

FOR SA LE :  
HOME S  /  LAND

VERY CONVENIENT UPFRONT LOCATION IN 
ANASAZI TRAILS—Flat buildable site with under-
ground utilities and good view of the mountain and sun-
set. Owner financing possible. Only $119,000. Call Porter 
263-3662. La Puerta Real Estate Services, LLC 867-3388.

FLAT BUILDABLE LOT JUST ACROSS LAS HUERTAS 
STREAM—with old cottonwoods off the north lot line. 
Power and shared well available. Only $52,000 and possi-
ble owner financing. Call Porter 263-3662. La Puerta Real 
Estate Services, LLC 867-3388.

Read Signpost  
BACK ISSUES at 

sandovalsignpost.com 
•  •  • 

News and information of interest  

to the residents of Sandoval County

S ignPOSt
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S U S I E  Q ’ S  C L E A N I N G  C O .   
Cleaning Airbnb’s • Free Estimates & References 
Located in Placitas • Melinda S. Sisemore (owner) 

Call Today to Schedule— (806) 678-8805

HIGH END ON-LINE RIO GRANDE  
BLVD. ESTATE AUCTION 

Bidding from 9 /2, closes live starting 

Friday, Sept. 11 at 6 PM • DETAILS at:  

SPECTRUM AUCTION LLC • 228-9600 
Your Local Placitas Auction Company

COMING SOON! Fully remodeled PLACITAS beauty. 
Unobstructed VIEWS! .75 acres, direct access to USFS 
land. Miles of trails out your gate! Bring RV, chickens, hik-
ing & biking & gardening gear! Downsize to this 2 bed/2 
bath, HGTV cottage-style w/open floor plan. BRAND 
NEW AC/heat, roof, electric, plumbing, windows, floors, 
cabinets, granite, stucco, appliances. Mstr. bed w/VIEWS 
and custom closet. Great outdoor spaces, private, quiet. 
Room for pool. Private well. 2 miles to Hwy. FSBO—
Email: VintageSW@yahoo.com for details.



NEW HORIZON LANDSCAPE 
Landscaping ~ Mowing ~ Maintenance 

Yard Clean Ups ~ Trimming ~ and more! 
FREE ESTIMATES! 

CALL—Gill—(505) 234-2843 
CALL—Erik—(505) 620-0219

a HIGH & DRY LANDSCAPES a 

Country cottage gardens using native plants & permaculture 

CALL/TXT:  SALLY HALL—505-695-0243

—“GROUND WORK / LANDSCAPING,” continued next column

FOR SA LE :  HOME S / LAND  
~CONT I NUED~

GROUND WORK 
LAND SCAP I NG 

~CONT I NUED~

HE L P  WANTED

FOR SA LE :  
M I SCE L LANEOU S

We’re specialists in Landscaping & Outdoor Living 
If you can imagine it, we can create it. 

Call 221-8052 for free estimate 

References/Pictures on Request • www.nmlandscaping.com 
Licensed/Bonded/Insured/Lic. #60178 

A-Rating - Angie’s List • AAA - Better Business Bureau

Sprinkler & Drip Systems   
Concrete, Flagstone & Brick Work 

Block Walls & Stucco Work • Additions & Remodels  
Kiva Fireplaces, Banco Seating, Outdoor Kitchens 

Portals, Patio Covers, Decks, Retaining Walls  
 Terracing , Sod, Gravel & Planting

W H E L C H E L  
Landscaping and Construct ion Co.  
SAVE 10% off our already competitive prices 
when you MENTION this SIGNPOST AD! 

NOW is a great time to SAVE MONEY  
on Landscaping, Concrete Work, Paved Patios,  

Patio Covers, Gravel Work & more!

DALE’S TREE SERVICE—Pruning, removals, stumps, 
hauling and mowing. 28 years experience. Dale Roberts, 
505-473-4129 or 505-977-1981. 

NEED SOMEONE PART-TIME FOR LANDSCAPE 
MAINTENANCE WORK. Flexible hours. Experience  
preferred. Placitas area. Must have cell phone and  
transportation. Good starting pay. Call 505-440-0875 
(leave message).

gROUND WORK 
/  LAND SCAP I NG

FOREVERBLOOM—A HORTICULTURE AND  
ARBORICULTURE BUSINESS. Services include:  
Consulting, landscape design, plant care, pre-purchase  
inspection and selection. Disease and pest infestation  
control. Tree appraisals and landscape restoration.  
30 yrs. exp. Please give me a call—Virginia Escamilla at 
505-379-8890.

BLOOMING NATIVE GARDENS 

PROFESSIONAL XERISCAPE DESIGN,  
INSTALLATION & MAINTENANCE 

BASED IN PLACITAS  
NOW SCHEDULING SUMMER CLEANUP!! 
• Xeriscape design, installation & maintenance 
• Installation & repair of irrigation & water features 
• Over 30 yrs experience in native/non-native plants 
• Offering maintenance schedule to fit your needs 
• 10% off for new Placitas customers 
• Installation from sod & plants to flagstone patios  
  & block walls     

505-440-0875 
bloomingnative@gmail.com 

Recommended by Angie’s List • References furnished • Lic/Ins

HEALTH  /  S P I R I T

C LA S S I F I E D S   
~CONT I NUED~

SERV ICE S

                  —“SERVICES,” continued next page
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Find the Signpost online at  
www.sandovalsignpost.com 

RIVER STONE CATE CLARK MASSAGE THERAPY  
is Covid Compliant and Open for Business by Appointment in Placitas.  

Swedish Hot Stones, Deep Tissue, Craniosacral Therapy and  

Certified Manual Lymphatic Therapist. MT4607  •  505-401-4015

TUNNEL SPRINGS—2 ACRE LOT $120,000—
Panoramic view lot located on the south side of Highway 
165 in Placitas. Beautiful hill with 360 degree views! 
Horses and other animals allowed. Close to National For-
est! Dave Harper 505-263-2266 Placitas Realty 505-867-
8000.

FIXER-UPPER IN BERNALILLO $79,900—2 bedroom, 1 
bath home that needs lots of work. Part adobe 1,160 sq ft. 
Placitas Realty 505-867-8000 Dave Harper 505-263-2266.

RANCHOS DE PLACITAS—1.5 ACRES $65,000—Lot 
for sale on paved road with community water and gor-
geous mesa and mountain views! Dave Harper 263-2266, 
Placitas Realty 867-8000.  

NEXT TO PUBLIC LAND! $50,000—Unrestricted lot that 
is next to over 3,000 acres of Public Land in Placitas. 8/10 
acre with underground electric already there! No 
covenants, so you can build just about any home you like! 
Animals are allowed! Both views! Placitas Realty 867-8000 
Dave Harper 263-2266.

5 ACRES IN PLACITAS $88,000—No restrictions on this 
convenient lot that is just a 6-minute drive from I-25. Dra-
matic Sandia views and amazing sunsets and views of 
Cabezon! Plenty of room for horses. Call Dave at Placitas 
Realty 505-867-8000 or 505-263-2266.

AFFORDABLE 5 ACRES IN PLACITAS! $60,000—
Secluded property that is already platted as two 2.5 acre 
lots. Water & electric lines already run to the land! Mini-
mal covenants and no HOA! 500 sq. ft. minimum house 
size, so you could build your tiny home here! The land is 
a mix of meadow and beautiful arroyo. Call Dave at Plac-
itas Realty 263-2266 or 867-8000.

 Strong Again  
 Physical Therapy, LLC 

  Linda Stewart, Physical Therapist 
 Your personal physical therapist 

in the comfort of your own home! 
Addressing your needs with a personalized  

program to improve quality of life. 

Call today for further information: 
ph 505-933-7994 • fax 505-930-7136 

StrongAgainPT@preventfalls.org 
www.preventfalls.org

REBUILDING TOGETHER SANDOVAL COUNTY  
854 Camino Don Tomas, #2, Bernalillo, 87004 

OPEN to public: Saturdays only, 10 AM to 3 PM  
New items arriving weekly. Masks required—no exceptions 

Deliver charity donations to facility during store hours  
on Saturdays, or contact Janice at 867-1139  

or help@rebuildingtogethersandoval.org. 
Donations are tax deductible as allowed by law.  

We will provide you with a tax receipt. 



FREE ESTIMATES • LOCAL REFERENCES • LIC#67125

Placitas 
Pool & Spa Service 

Complete 
Service • Repair • Maintenance 

797-9680 
Clip This Ad and Place on Refrigerator for Future Reference

S ERV ICE S  
~CONT I NUED~

Painting by 
United Services 

Residential • Commercial 
All Paints & Refinishes • Int./Ext. 

General Maintenance 
Handyman • Stucco Repairs

505.250.6646 
Licensed, Insured & Bonded
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!No job too small 
FREE ESTIMATES! 
Call Scott 600-2394

HOMEOWNERS’ HANDYMAN SERVICES—Carpentry, 
decks, doors, landscaping, painting, tile, windows. Free 
estimates. Call 505-313-1929.
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”GOLD 
  LEAF” 

  
A STEREOGRAM 

by  
GARY PRIESTER

         DAVE’S  
BOBCAT SERVICE 
Dirt Removal  
Trash Haul • Grading 
   Tree/Brush Removal 
      Gravel • Driveways 
         Snow Removal • Backhoe 

Call 505-264-1062 
        Licensed & Insured 

        “Serving  
    Sandoval County  
         since 1996”

 • • • DESERT SERVICE SPRING • • •  
Garage Door Service  

Broken Spring & Operator Repair 
505-252-9722 • WEEKENDS—No Extra Charge

O'HARA PAINTING—Quality craftsmanship.  
Professional service. Clean and efficient. Low VOC 
paint products. Licensed, Bonded and Insured. Check 
references at: nextdoor.com. Call Kieran O'Hara for a 
free estimate. 505-699-6253 (land lines: dial 505).

TO VIEW THE STEREOGRAM:  
Hold the image close to your wide open 
eyes and look “through” the image, not 

focusing on it, then slowly move the image 
away maintaining the blurred focus.  

Let your brain work to see the  
hidden image in 3D.  

Visit:  
facebook.com/Eyetricks3DStereograms to 
see images that change each week or visit: 

eyetricks-3d-stereograms.com.

NEW MEXICO RUBBISH REMOVAL 

WEEKLY TRASH SERVICE 
• Serving the Placitas Area 

• Bi-weekly recycling available 

• Offering assistance  
   to elderly & disabled 

• Placitas owned & operated 

Call Jon Dominguez • 239-3971

ABR Septic Pumping  
& Back-Up Service 
“We Live & Own in Placitas!” 

Call Jim: 505-315-5000 
We wear masks & gloves for your protection. 

Regular septic service & emergencies  

Call Jim: 505-315-5000 
We wear masks & gloves for your protection. 
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