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“Refreshing” mood
doesn’t loosen Senate grip
on investment returns

—BILL DIVEN
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The Senate Finance Committee is perhaps the toughest crowd
in the Legislature, intimidating all who come searching for
money.
And woe be to he or she trying to tap the revenue generated
by the state's permanent investment funds. Sen. John Arthur
Smith, D-Deming, the committee chair, is even known in some
circles as “Senator No.”
Democratic Gov.
Michelle
Lujan
Grisham is
not easily
intimidated.
She
appeared
before two
Senate committees with
her threeyear-old
Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham accompanied by her
grandgranddaughter and Chief of Staff John Bingaman
daughter in
makes a last pitch before the Senate Finance
her lap
Committee in support of directing permanent-fund
cheerfully
revenue to early childhood education.
testifying in
She was unsuccessful but won support
support of
for finding other revenue streams.
pinching the
Land Grant Permanent Fund to support her early childhood
education initiative.
Yet while she didn't get her way, and rules of decorum mandate a level of politeness, members of Senate Finance expressed
bipartisan gratitude for her style of governance and outreach
since succeeding Republican Gov. Susana Martinez on January
1.
"We're delighted you are here," Sen. Sander Rue, R-Albuquerque, said on March 15, 24 hours before the Legislature
ended its sixty day session. "We've not seen a governor in the
last eight years."
"I appreciate the relationship with the governor and her staff
and this Legislature," added Sen. William Burt, R-Alamogordo.
"It's very refreshing."
They also noted there is now general agreement on the need
to expand pre-kindergarten education amid debate over where
to get the money. The Legislature this session did approve a
cabinet-level Early Childhood Education and Care Department
to consolidate education and social services.
Income from the Land Grant Permanent Fund, where
revenue from oil, gas, and other activities on state lands is
invested, is directed mostly to supporting public schools,
universities, and special school. At the end of the last fiscal
year, on June 30, the fund balance was $17.5 billion generating
nearly $600 million for public schools alone.
Democratic Sen. John Sapien, whose district includes
Corrales, Bernalillo, and Placitas, was among those not willing
to tap more of the investment returns, which otherwise are
reinvested to grow the fund. While he's supported putting
more money into early childhood education during his 11 years
in the Senate, he said he worries how long the current surge of
oil and gas revenue and the level of investment returns will
last.
"Once you start taking care of those kids with this education,

Tall kids lead as an estimated 250 mostly young people on March 15 join in the international Youth
Climate Strike marching around the New Mexico state capitol 24 hours before the Legislature
adjourned. Other protests against inaction on climate change occurred around the state country
inspired by a Swedish teen whose rose to international prominence after launching her one-person
School Strike for Climate outside parliament. Chants included "We want climate action! We are the
future!" On March 22, Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham signed the Energy Transition Act setting a
statewide renewable-energy standard of 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2040.

Legislative Roundup
~BILL DIVEN
When the dust settled at the end of the
sixty-day legislative session, lawmakers,
staff, lobbyists, and advocates had waded
through 1,370 bills and nearly three hundred more memorials of various stripes.
Most of the legislation did not survive.
At Signpost deadline Gov. Michelle Lujan
Grisham still had about ten days to sign or
veto bills that did pass.
Here's a sampling of items relevant to
Sandoval County or previously reported in
the Signpost with local sponsors identified.
For legislation related to free-roaming
horses, see page 5, this Signpost. (HB is
House Bill; SB is Senate Bill):
• HB 48 adding to ethics code of audiologists and hearing-aid dispensers to inform
clients of devices available to wirelessly
connect to assisted-listening devices in public places (Rep. Schmedes)—Passed; awaiting governor's action.
• HB 83 creating a court-issued Extreme

Risk Protective Order to seize firearms from
someone deemed a threat to themselves or
others—Failed.
• HB 100 replace Columbus Day with
Indigenous Peoples Day (Rep. Lente)—
Passed; awaiting governor's action.
• HB 250 requiring certain schools with
large Native American student populations
assess educational needs to improve outcomes (Rep. Lente)—Passed; signed by the
governor.
• HB 525 allowing health care providers,
institutions and insurers to decline services
for religious and philosophical reasons.
(Reps. Schmedes co-sponsor)—Failed.
• HB 366 banning animal trapping on public lands—Failed.
• HB 380 rename Coronado Historic Site to
Kuaua Pueblo Historic Site (Rep. Lente cosponsor)—Failed.
• HB 429 increases to $35,000 the income
limit for persons disabled or 65 and older
—continued on page 4

Find the Signpost online at www.sandovalsignpost.com
I don't see if we hit that point where the fund
is tanking where we would actually have that
ability to go in and tell our private-care
providers and tell out constituents, 'We gotta
cut this funding.’… I was there in '08, '09, and
'10, and that's all we did was cut, and it's
sobering, and it's challenging."

Sapien and other members of the committee vowed to help the governor find her
funding from other sources. Lujan Grisham in
turn vowed to keep making the case for using
the permanent fund as a dedicated revenue
source for early childhood education.
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SHOP THE MERC

—BILL DIVEN

from page 1
-–––Legislature

FILL YOUR CART WITH:
Boar’s Head Deli Meats
Artisanal Cheeses
Choose from over 800+ Fine Wines
Cold Beer and Growlers and Spirits
Fresh Produce and Fresh Meat
Sage Bakery Bread
Bakery Desserts
and other Groceries

to qualify for a freeze
on property tax
increases (PowdrellCulbert co-sponsor)—
Passed; awaiting
governor's action.
• HB 576 identifying
actual end users in
applications filed for
underground water
Sen. John Sapien, D-Corrales, responds to
(Rep. Schmedes)—
comments by Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham about
Failed.
funding early childhood education during a
• HB 581 allowing
meeting of the Senate Finance Committee.
the growing of hemp
Sitting next to him is Sen. George Muñoz, D-Gallup.
and manufacturing of
hemp products (Rep.
• SB 106 removes an exemption from
Lente)—Passed; awaiting governor's
the lodger's tax for short-term rentals
action.
by vendors of smaller properties gen• House Joint Memorial 7 a constituerally offered on Airbnb and other
tional amendment creating a parental
websites (Sen. Sapien)—Passed;
right to direct the education and
signed by the governor.
upbringing of their children (Reps.
• SB 107 allowing drivers to carry
Schmedes co-sponsor)—Failed
proof of insurance on digital devices
• House Memorial 9 requesting the
(Sapien)—Passed; awaiting governor's
U.S. Highway 550 bridge in Bernalillo
action.
be named the Giovanni Giorgio
• SB 228 wildlife corridors—Directs
Rinaldi Bridge (Rep. Lente)—Passed
the departments of Game and Fish
the House. No further action required.
and Transportation to develop a corri• SB 8 expanding firearm background
dors action plan that identifies highchecks to gun shows and private sales
ways and other human barriers to
not involving close family members or
wildlife migration.
law officers—Passed; signed by gover• SB 367 pet food fee for low-cost
nor.
spay/neuter programs—Failed.
SB 76 banning coyote-killing contests –
• SB 442 extending fees of up to $1 per
Passed; awaiting action by the goverpage for public records to electronic
nor.
copies (Sapien)—Failed.

At Anasazi Fields

Dinner | Silent Auction
Special Guest: Anne Hillerman
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Horses trod on
as Legislature
debates what to do with wild ones
~BILL DIVEN
As the Sandoval County Free-Roaming
Horse Advisory Council prepared for
its upcoming quarterly meeting, the
Legislature was winding down with
multiple horse-related issues left on
the table.
Attempts to end legal confusion over
when a horse is and is not livestock,
create a state board overseeing wild
horses, change how stray and
unclaimed domestic horses are handled, approve a wild-horse license
plate, and study establishing a wild
horse park all failed. No legislation
addressing issues vexing advocates,
state agencies, Placitas residents, and
friends of horses in general passed.
At last report at least sixty horses
were roaming Placitas with the count
by a Sandoval County contractor still
ongoing. The contractor, Mount Taylor
Mustangs, is also managing a fertility
control program using a dart-administered contraceptive.
While an agenda for the April 10
Horse council meeting has not yet
been posted, a county spokesperson
earlier said the council had been tracking progress of bills in the legislative
session. Mount Taylor Mustangs is
also expected to update the council on
its darting and headcount programs.
Prominent veterinarian Dr. Ann

Hale, president-elect of the New Mexico Veterinary Medicine Association, is
scheduled to speak during the meeting. The topic of her presentation has
not been announced.
The council meeting is scheduled for
April 10, from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m., at the
former Sandoval County Courthouse,
711 S. Camino del Pueblo, in downtown Bernalillo. The agenda (when it
is posted), information on Horse council activities, and a public comment
form can be found on the county website SandovalCountyNM.gov under
the homepage link Animal Welfare
Programs and Services.
Two bills gathering the most attention during the session were Senate
Bill 148, Wild Horse Definitions and
Disposition, sponsored by Sen. Pat
Woods, R-Broadview, and House Bill
218, Equine Facility Purchase of Certain Horses, sponsored by Rep.
Nathan Small, D-Las Cruces.
Woods’ bill would have loosened the
definition of wild horse from one on
public lands that is not a stray to an
unclaimed horse with no obvious
signs of private ownership. It also
would have removed wild horses from
livestock laws, negating the requirement for DNA testing to prove roots in
Spanish colonial stock.

KUPR goes
g Westeern
b y WWaay in concert
The
h Co
C wbo
$15 in advance; $20 at the do
oor
available at BrownPaperTickets.c
. om,
The Merc and Kaktus Brewerry

Saturdayy,, April 20, 1-4 p.m.
Anasazi Fields, 26 Camino de los Pueblit
u
os
(six miles east of I-25 and exit 242 in
n Placitas
Celebrating a musical
m
legacy
that is timeless, The Cowboy
Way is the award
Wa
d-winning trio
of Jim Jones, Do
oug Figgs and
Mariam Funke. Enjoy tight
harmonies, high
h energy and
smoking instrumentals that
will have you b
boot scootin’
and toe tappin’ aall afftternoon.
This event is to benefit the KUPR building
g fund.
Admission includes
includes:
s: a two-hour Cowboy Way concert;
live and silent auctions; dance lessons at 1 p.m.,
conccert begins at 2 p.m.
Available to purchase:
c
beer and wine provided by
Kaktu
us Brewing Company
and food from La Cassita food truck to satisfy yo
our cravings.

—continued next page
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from page 5-–––Horses
Sale, slaughter, and euthanasia,
except for health reasons, would have
been banned.
An amendment added during a Senate hearing would have required property owners who didn't want wild
horses on their land to fence them out.
New Mexico already is an open-range
state where livestock owners are not
required to fence in their animals.
SB 158 cleared two committees and
passed the full Senate 37-1 on February 20, but was still waiting for action
in the first of two House committees
when the Legislature adjourned on
March 16. This was Woods' third try at
passing such a bill.
HB 218 attempted to amend the
Livestock Code so equine rescue or
retirement facilities, for a transfer fee,
could take in stray domestic horses left
unclaimed after five days. If no facility
stepped up, a closed-bid auction
would be held, and if no one bid, the
horse would be euthanized humanely.
Under current law, the Livestock
Board sells unclaimed livestock
through public auctions raising concerns the horses can be sold for
slaughter. The term equine included
horses, donkeys, mules, hinnies, and
ponies.
The bill passed the House 57-2 and
cleared one of two Senate committees
before the session ended.
Among those bills and memorials
that didn't make it through one or
both houses before adjournment were:
• HB 444, proposing specialty wildhorse vehicle licenses plates costing an
extra $40, of which $30 would go to
the Tourism Department to promote
wild-horse tourism. The Tourism
Department reported it was unaware
of any data or research on wild-horse

~CONTINUED
tourism in the state or any demand for
it.
• HB 445, the Wild Horse Protection
and Habitat Act, would have appropriated $300,000 to create a New Mexico
Equine Board to regulate treatment of
wild horses, employ inspectors with
police powers, work with other agencies on range improvements, and
require land owners to erect fences to
keep out unwanted wild horses. The
board would remove wild-horse management from the Livestock Board.
The bill also added to state law the
court decision in a Placitas lawsuit that
ruled unowned, undomesticated
horses are not livestock.
• Senate Memorial 26 called on the
state Parks Department to study
potential locations and the feasibility
of establishing a Wild Horse State
Park. The study would include tallying the number and locations of wild
horses and the estimated costs related
to a park.
The memorial won a do-pass recommendation for its first committee and
languished in the second, never reaching a floor vote. Memorials expressing
the sentiment of the body don't require
concurrence from the other house or
approval by the governor.
• House Memorial 93, drawing from
the provision of HB 445 above,
requested a study on creating a state
Equine Board. The study was to be
done by the departments of Game and
Fish and Energy, Minerals, and Natural Resources. The memorial stated
current law on wild horses is "failing
both the wild horses and the residents
of the state."

County host hiring fair, summer youth
jobs program
~SIGNPOST STAFF
The application deadline for the
Sandoval County Youth Employment
program is rapidly approaching.
And the county will be hosting a job
fair in April for job openings on its
own staff.
The SYEP program allows eligible
youth to earn money while gaining
meaningful work experience, job training, and career exposure, according to
a county news release.
There are 25 slots open in each of the
five County Commission districts for
work with government and nonprofit
employers in the county. The jobs pay
$7.50 an hour for twenty-hour workweeks from June 3 through July 26.
Applicants who are permanent
county residents between the ages
of 15 and 17, on or before June 3, are
eligible.
An application packet is available at
www.SandovalCountyNM.gov
through the homepage link Public
Notices and Events and under Depart-
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ments/Human Resources. They also
can be picked up at the County
Administration Building, 1500 Idalia
Road of State Road 528 in southwest
Bernalillo, the Cochiti Pueblo Tribal
Office, and senior and community centers in Cuba, Jemez Valley, and Peña
Blanca.
Applications with the applicant's
County Commission district identified
must be submitted in person at the
Administration Building Human
Resources Office no later than 4:00
p.m. on April 5.
The job fair will be held from 9:00
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the Sandoval
County Administration Building D,
1500 Idalia Road west of State Road
528 in western Bernalillo. Numerous
jobs are listed in the fair flyer ranging
from heavy-equipment operator to
assistant county attorney.
The flyer is posted on the county
website homepage along with a link to
online information and application
materials.
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Dora Dominguez

County
development
director appointed
~SIGNPOST STAFF
Sandoval County has named a
veteran of state and local positions
as its new director of economic
development.
Dora Dominguez took over the
vacant position early in March.
“Dora’s experience with chamber
management, rural economies, community/economic development, and
resource development, lends itself so
well to our diverse county as we
have an expansive rural area as well
as our urban centers,” County Manager Dianne Maes said.
Dominguez earned a bachelor's
degree in communication/journalism and political science from Eastern New Mexico University and a
master's degree in organizational
management from the University of
Phoenix.
She also is certified as a court
mediator and has completed a threeyear International Economic Development Council course for economic
development professionals.
Among her past positions are senior economic developer manager,
city of Albuquerque; director of the
Office of Business Advocacy for the
state Economic Development
Department, and president/CEO of
the Greater Las Cruces Chamber of
Commerce. She also was project
director for the Rural Economic
Development Through Tourism
Project for Southern New Mexico.

SEPTIC SYSTEM INSTALLATION & REPAIR
• Septic Tank Specialists
• Free Estimates
• Engineered, Alternative & Conventional Systems

•
•
•
•
•

Site Evaluations & Test Pits
Septic Tank Risers
Concrete & Plastic Riser Lids
Grey Water Systems
Pump Replacement & Repair

SEPTIC TANKS & MATERIALS
• Pumping & Certifications Completed
for Property Transfers
• All Sizes of Pre-cast Concrete, Fiberglass
& PVC Tanks
• Burial Water Harvesting Tanks
• Distributor of Drainfield Chamber Systems
• Distributor of Advanced Treatment Systems
• Complete Installation Packages Available

QUALITY IS OUR #1 PRIORITY • EXPERTS WITH DECADES OF EXPERIENCE

(505) 832-5555 • (505) 281-5316
Commercial & Residential

SPECIALIZING IN DIFFICULT BUILDING SITES
Fuji Clean Advanced Treatment Systems (Autorized Dealer)

We Accept
All Major
Credit Cards

LICENSED, BONDED & INSURED
www.yorksepticsystems.com • Email: info@YorkSepticSystems.com
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Mark Your Calendar!

GRAND OPENING
APRIL 7, 2019
1:00 to 4:00 p.m.
Food • Beverages • Music
Artist on site

Estate Planning & Elder Law Firm

Free samples of CBD products
10% discount on all purchases!

• Wills and Trusts
• Special Needs Trusts
• Probate and Trust Administration
• Asset Protection
• Powers of Attorney
• Health Care Documents
• Elder Law
• Guardianship and Conservatorship

Enjoy ARTS ALIVE
from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.
in the Village of Corrales

CORRALES HEMPORIUM
4484 Corrales Road, Corrales
Tues to Sat • 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Sun 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Mrs. Pickel has a Master of Laws (LL.M.) in Estate Planning and Elder Law,
is the former chair of the Elder Law Section of the New Mexico Bar,
is the division chair of the Estate and Trust division of Real Property,
Estate and Trust Section of the New Mexico Bar, is a member of the
National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys, and was a prior board member
of the Greater Albuquerque Habitat for Humanity.
She served as an Assistant Judge Advocate General (JAG)
with the U. S. Air Force before settling in Placitas.

SERVICES FOR ALL
YOUR WATER AND
CONSTRUCTION NEEDS

JOHANNA A. PICKEL, LLC
offering in-home visits and free initial
consultations. Business office locations
in both Placitas and Albuquerque

(505) 798-2515
01 Ridge Court, Placitas, New Mexico 87043
4801 Lang Avenue, NE • Suite 110 • Albuquerque, New Mexico 87109
johanna@johannapickel.com • www.johannapickel.com

DEMOLITION • LOADER • PAD PREPARATION
GRADING • BACKHOE / BOBCAT SERVICE
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Lawmaker’s bill asserts state role regulating unions

~CONTINUED

~SIGNPOST STAFF
Sandoval County's stab at enacting a local anti-union
law and the resulting lawsuit could be over, following
action by the state Legislature.
State Rep. Daymon Ely, D-Corrales, told the
Signpost that his bill, awaiting action by the governor,
simply reinforces federal law and fifty years of legal
precedent.
"What Sandoval County did was impractical, illegal,
and it was wrong," he said. "My view is that the law
is crystal clear."
Ely, an attorney and former chair of the Sandoval
County Commission, said the National Labor Relations Act delegates the power to regulate unions to
the states, not local jurisdictions. Over the last fifty
years courts have agreed, except in a recent Kentucky
case that became moot when that state passed a
so-called right-to-work law, he added.
In January, 2018, after several meetings and hours of
contentious comment and debate, the County Commission passed an ordinance banning a provision on
worker fees in private union contracts. The ban covers
fees workers who are not union members pay toward
negotiations and contract-related work done for all
employees.
Employees currently are not required to join the
union or pay to support its political activities.
Ely's bill, however, goes further to allow contracts
where joining the union is a condition of employment. An attempt to amend the bill to exempt extractive industries—oil, gas, mining, and quarrying—
failed.
Republican commissioners pushing the ordinance
couched it in terms of economic development and
employee free-speech rights. Unions argued the ordi-

nance was part of a national political effort to break
unions in part by giving nonmembers a free ride for
union work done on their behalf.
The commissioners also contended that the anticipated lawsuit would not cost the county anything
because an out-of-state law firm offered to work for
free. Commissioner Kenneth Eichwald, D-Cuba, the
only vote against the ordinance, warned that the
county could be on the hook for opponents' legal
expenses if it loses the lawsuit.
The lawsuit, filed by two unions active in Sandoval
County, is still pending as the county's outside attorneys have twice tried to move it to federal court only
to be rebuffed by a federal judge.
"My clients are frustrated by the multiple removals
to federal court," said attorney Shane Youtz, representing the International Brotherhood of Electrical
Workers Local 611 and the United Food and Commercial Workers Local 1564. "The county at every juncture
tried to delay this case… Assuming the governor
signs the bill, I think it invalidates the ordinance."
An attorney representing the county did not
respond to a request for comment. On March 19,
District Court Judge John Davis rejected a request by
the county's attorneys to dismiss the lawsuit.
After the House approved Ely's bill on a party-line
43-23 vote, House Republicans branded it a Democratic attack on rural New Mexico counties that
would lead to expensive lawsuits. Ten counties have
passed ordinances similar to the one in Sandoval
County, according to a House GOP news release.
Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham has until April 5 to
sign or veto legislation. Bills she does not act on either
way die under what's called a pocket veto.
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New Mexico residents
can save on taxes by
saving for education
~MARIAH TAGLIALEGAMI
With tax day just around the corner, the
Education Trust Board of New Mexico, the
organization that sponsors The Education
Plan, New Mexico’s 529 education savings
plan, announces that New Mexico taxpayers can receive an unlimited state tax
deduction for contributions they make to
the state’s 529 college savings plan. The
Education Plan is one of only four plans in
the country to offer this unlimited state
income tax deduction.
Anyone can open an account in The Education Plan at any time with no minimum
contribution required. The full amount of
contributions made by the account owner
during the year to The Education Plan can
be deducted on that year’s state income tax
return.
Once someone opens an account in The
Education Plan, family members and
friends can make gift contributions into the
account. If they are New Mexico taxpayers,
they also qualify for a state income tax
deduction for those contributions.
For details on The Education Plan, visit
www.theeducationplan.com or call (877)
337-5268 to speak with a Plan specialist.
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Nearly New
A Repeat Boutique Operated by Bound for Success, Inc.

Help restore the Placitas Open Space
~LYNN MONTGOMERY
An innovative project is continuing in the Placitas Open Space, a 560-acre recreational area
managed by the City of Albuquerque. This area is popular with hikers, birders, and wildflower
enthusiasts. It is part of a crucial wildlife corridor between the Sandia and Jemez Mountains.
Come learn erosion control methods that you can use at home!
Hands-on permaculture and other erosion-control methods have been used in the past on a twoacre demonstration site, with the goal of slowing erosion and promoting growth of native plants
and grasses. The Coronado Soil and Water Conservation District has received another grant to
continue and expand this work.
The next workshop, to be conducted by Jim Brooks, erosion control expert, is scheduled for
April 13, at 10:30 a.m. This will be Jim’s last workshop this year. At our last session on March 9,
we planted our seed mix of grasses, forbs, and shrubs, and anchored juniper bows over them in
anticipation of forecast precipitation, which was received a couple days later.
Adult and youth volunteers are needed. If you love being outdoors and active and would like
to be part of a team focused on this conservation task, join us at the upcoming Work Session.
Volunteers are encouraged to bring water, snacks, and lunch.
For more information and directions, contact Carolyn Kennedy at info@coronadoswcd.org or
867-2853.
For more project information, visit www.coronadoswcd.org.

Rainbows of color
in every size & style
for EVERY occasion.
Check our FACEBOOK page for photos
of the gorgeous items available.
ALL Spring dresses and
lightweight wraps (blazers, sweaters)
only $10 or less..

ALL WE NEED IS YOU!
836 Camino Del Pueblo, BERNALILLO, NM
87004 • 771-8228 bound4success.org
OPEN: Wed-Sat. 10am-4pm • Tues by appt. only

KUPR hosts
Western concert,
dance at
Anasazi Fields
On April 20, the Placitas radio station
KUPR 99.9 will host a fundraiser to
benefit the station’s new building
fund—”KUPR goes Western.” Enjoy
music by the award-winning trio “The
Cowboy Way” in an afternoon concert
from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. at Anasazi Fields
in Placitas. The Cowboy Way is wellknown for its tight harmonies, high
energy, and smokin’ instrumentals.
For those who want to dance and
would like a little help, free Western
dance lessons are offered starting at
1:00 p.m. Chairs are provided for those
who want to just sit back and enjoy the
music.
There will be a live and silent
auction. Beer and wine will be
available to purchase from Kaktus
Brewing Company. The La Casita
food truck will be on-site, as well.
Mark your calendar. Tickets are
available at the Merc, Kaktus Brewing
Company, and BrownPaperTickets.com
($15 advance/$20 door).
Anasazi Fields is located at 26
Camino de los Pueblitos, six miles east
of I-25 and Exit 242, in Placitas.
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The Battles of Adobe Walls
~BOB GAJKOWSKI, PLACITAS LIBRARY HISTORY PROJECT
Along the Santa Fe Trail during the 1860s-1870s the Plains Indians were a constant threat to the wagons moving east and west. The tribes—the Comanche,
Kiowa, and Plains Apache—saw this ever-increasing movement and invasion
of their hunting grounds and the resulting slaughter of the buffalo by white
hunters as a threat to their survival.
At the ruins of William Bent’s abandoned adobe trading post along the
Canadian River in the Texas Panhandle an early confrontation between the
tribes and the American military took place in November 1864. This was
Adobe Walls. Colonel Christopher “Kit” Carson, with a regiment of New
Mexico volunteers, faced a superior force of Comanche and Kiowa mounted
warriors. Only through a good defense and the clever deployment of his men
and field guns was Carson able to prevent being overrun and was able to
retreat. After the engagement, both sides claimed victory but an end to the hostilities was nowhere in sight.
Ten years later Adobe Walls again saw conflict. With dwindling numbers of
buffalo available to them on the Northern Plains, many buffalo hunters had
moved south and west to the Texas Panhandle. In 1874, enterprising businessmen established another trading post at Adobe Walls. The Southern Plains
tribes saw this as a threat to their survival. In June of 1874, the tribes attacked
Adobe Walls again. The 28 occupants—including a young Bat Masterson and
another hunter Billy Dixon—fought back close-quarter attacks. On the third
day, Dixon, already considered a crack shot with a buffalo rifle, borrowed a
Sharps “Big Fifty,” took aim and downed a mounted Indian warrior at a
distance later determined to be just short of a mile. Reportedly this discouraged the remaining warriors and ended the siege. Buffalo hunting soon came
to an end. The victory at Adobe Walls moved the American military to take
final action that would end the Indian Wars in Texas within a year.
On April 28, at 2:00 p.m., at the Placitas Library, historian and author Michael
Okeefe will discuss the battles of Adobe Walls and their significance in the history of the Southwest and its peoples. The event is free and open to all. The
Placitas Community Library is located at 453 Highway 165. For further information, call 867-3355.

Bernalillo gets
creative in quest
for police officers

PUBLIC
SAFETY

Marilyn Wilkerson
Marilyn Wilkerson, 80, a loving wife and
mother, passed away on Saturday, February
16, 2019. Marilyn was born in Oklahoma
City, OK, on March 30, 1938, the youngest
of three children of F. Richard and Veva
Hopkins. Having lived in several Oklahoma
towns, her family settled in Chandler, OK,
where she graduated from Chandler High
School as class salutatorian. After earning
an associates degree from William Woods College (MO), she attended
the University of Oklahoma where she met Charles Wilkerson whom she
married on November 28, 1959. Over the next 25 years, they lived in
Wichita, KS; Houston, TX; Richardson, TX; and Somers, NY, as Charles
took new jobs with Boeing and IBM. Along the way, she raised three
children—Bill, Scott, and Susan. She earned a bachelor’s degree in
psychology from the University of Texas at Dallas. She was an active
volunteer throughout her life, including PTO, Cub Scouts, Indian
Princesses, the Junior League, the Placitas Artists Series, and churches
in all the places that she lived. After the death of Charles in 1984, she
met Douglas Chapman whom she married on June 26, 1988. As her
children grew up, she entered the workforce and worked at the Somers
NY School District, Mt. Kisco Chevrolet, and IBM Headquarters.
In 1994, Doug and Marilyn moved to Placitas, NM, to take
advantage of the wonderful New Mexico lifestyle and to be closer to
her brother Richard and his wife Lucy. In Placitas, Marilyn worked
for Las Placitas Presbyterian Church and retired from La Puerta
Real Estate Services. Marilyn and Doug quickly acclimated into the
Placitas community and became active residents.
Marilyn was known for her loving and caring nature, ability to
make friends, friendly smile, and playing the piano at church.
Marilyn treated each move as a new adventure. She enjoyed playing
bridge, knitting and sewing, and her flower and vegetable gardens.
She is survived by her husband, Douglas Chapman; her children Bill
(and Jennifer), Scott (and Sheila), Susan (and Todd); her brother
Richard (and Lucy); and grandchildren Emily, Noah, Erin, Ethan,
and Grace; and step-children Kenny (and Nancy) and Cynthia; and
Kenny’s children Hunter, Riley, Cole and Mackenzie; as well as many
nieces and nephews and their children. Marilyn was preceded in
death by her first husband Charles, her parents F. Richard and
Veva Hopkins, and her brother Donald (and Marie) Hopkins.







—BILL DIVEN

RE A L P E O P L E

~SIGNPOST STAFF
With Albuquerque aggressively growing its police force,
worry has become reality for smaller departments dealing with the side effects.
Bernalillo hasn't lost officers directly to Albuquerque.
Instead, the pool of certified officers available to fill
vacancies in small-town departments has evaporated,
Bernalillo Police Department Chief Tom Romero told the
town governing body at its March 11 meeting.
"Other departments have dried up that well," Romero
said. "With being three officers down, we're at the point
we may have to start cancelling vacations and saying you
can't take time off."
Two weeks later, a fresh resignation left the 23-officer
department short four officers. In addition, the Town
Council on March 11 authorized expanding the department to 25 officers, meaning six slots to fill during the
drought.
Instead of a pity party, the town is itself taking aggressive action, launching its own police academy by hiring
men and women not yet certified by the state as officers.
After background checks and other vetting, agreeing to
serve the town at least two years, and completing inhouse training, the town would pay their way through a
formal law enforcement academy.
Beyond simply filling vacancies, the town is preparing
for anticipated growth and the heavy traffic cutting
through Bernalillo on U.S. Highway 550. Creating two
new officer slots will cost the town about $180,000 annually in wages, benefits, and equipment.
"We're trying to get ahead of the game," Mayor Jack
Torres said. "The efforts of APD are having a domino
effect."
Both the New Mexico Law Enforcement Academy and
its new satellite program at Central New Mexico Com-

munity College in Albuquerque run
cadets through 17-week academies
leading to the state certification
exam. Under state law, agencies can
hire noncertified officers who have
a year to successfully complete
academy training or lose their jobs.
A notice on the town website
TownOfBernalillo.org under
Bernalillo Police Department Cp. Bryan Dominguez (left) and
Employment Opportunities has an
Officer Shawn Vigil investigate a two-vehicle collision that spread
interest form for would-be officers
to fill out.
from U.S. Highway 550 into vehicles in a restaurant parking lot.
Romero said the department's
Vigil sports a closely trimmed beard allowed under a new BPD policy.
field training would mimic state
and CNM programs, increasing the likelihood the officers wage boost and police officers received an additional $1
an hour as a retention incentive.
would become certified. Still, the town is assuming some
A policy adopted in February allows male officers to
risk investing $450 for medical and physical testing,
sprout
neatly groomed facial hair. Another allows uni$2,250 for an officer's uniforms and equipment and then
form
shorts
in hot weather.
the $3,000 expense to attend an academy.
"One
benefit
we offer is time off to be with families,"
"We basically put them through all the academy
Romero
said.
"If
it’s needed, we do the best we can to
requirements," Romero said. The reality is that despite
accommodate
the
officer… We're trying to find things
the town's efforts, some may not make it through the
like
that
to
keep
morale
high and attract officers from
state or CNM academies, he added.
other
departments."
As part of the hiring agreement, officers who fail to
BPD is currently drafting policies addressing noncerticomplete the academy for reasons within their control
fied
officers with the goal of placing the first hires in the
would be liable for repaying the town's expenses, he said.
CNM
academy this fall. Meanwhile, the department conRomero began his career with the Tucumcari Police
tinues to scout for certified officers interested in becomDepartment, later joining the state Department of Public
ing part of a smaller community, Romero said.
Safety as an instructor, later promoted to bureau chief of
In other actions during recent meetings, the Town
the Law Enforcement Academy Bureau.
Council:
Meanwhile, Romero and town leaders have improved
• Approved the hiring of Stephanie Shumsky as planwages and added policies intended to promote morale
ning and zoning director. She most recently was a planand make working for BPD more attractive. For the curner with Bernalillo County and previously was the
rent budget year, town employees saw a four percent

—continued on page 16
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New claim shifts
Placitas woman’s
death to federal
court
~SIGNPOST STAFF
A lawsuit filed for the death of a Placitas
woman run over by a Sandoval County
sheriff's deputy is moving to federal
court.
The case, filed in January, had been
proceeding in state District Court before
an amended complaint filed in March
alleged a violation of constitutional rights.
That prompted the defendants on March
21 to serve notice that the suit now fell
under federal jurisdiction.
There is little dispute over basic facts of
the case.
On September 28, 2017, Deputy Rudy
Fields responded to a security-alarm call
at a home on Trails Road West in Placitas.
Linda Baragiola, 68, a neighbor who lived
across the street, also went to the home at
the request of the homeowner who was at
work and previously gave Baragiola a key
to the residence to check on her dogs.

The alarm proved to be false, and Fields was dispatched to another call. While backing out of the driveway, he ran over Baragiola inflicting injuries that proved
fatal shortly after she arrived at an Albuquerque hospital.
In the suit, Shannon Szuszalski, Baragiola's half-sister,
alleges wrongful death and negligence by Fields, the
county, and then-Sheriff Doug Woods with further
claims that State Police conducted only a cursory investigation. The suit alleges comments recorded on Fields'
lapel camera at the scene contradict statements he made
about what happened to State Police investigators six
days later.

The county has not yet filed a response to the allegations.
However, Janet Lopez, the homeowner, did respond
through her lawyer asking to be dismissed from the case.
While Szuszalski's suit claims Lopez should have known
she was sending Baragiola into harm's way, Lopez's
attorney argues there was no way for her to foresee a
law enforcement officer backing over her friend.
The constitutional issue stems from the 14th Amendment, which says no state can deprive a person of life,
liberty, or property without due process of law. The
amended complaint alleges Fields violated Baragiola's
right to due process.

SPRING STUCCO SALE
SPRING INTO STUCCO SAVINGS THIS MONTH ONLY!

Spring is the perfect time to replace
your home’s stucco with Dreamstyle
Stucco! Beat the rush and take
advantage this month only of these
huge spring savings on stucco!

Call for your FREE in-home consultation:

12 MONTHS
WITH

NO

INTEREST

PAYMENTS*
MONEY DOWN

OFFER ENDS APRIL 30TH

505-373-0249 • DreamstyleStucco.com

*0% interest for 12 months available to well qualiﬁed buyers on approved credit only. Finance charges will be waived if promo balance is paid in full in 12 months. Not valid with other offers or previous orders. Valid on initial consultation only. Some restrictions may apply, see representative for details.
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WWW.SODECOWATER.COM

Camino Real Antiques
& Collectibles
Be a good EGG & hop on in for
bargains, treasures & discounts.
Our Easter basket of eggs contains
treats, discounts & money (fake)
that you can apply towards your purchase!
(One per customer!)

HAPPY SPRING!

3411 Girard NE
NM Lic. #80039

HOURS: Daily 10am to 5pm • 867-7448
1101 Camino del Pueblo / P. O. Box 1960, Bernalillo

April Night Sky
~CHARLIE CHRISTMANN
The depths of the last solar cycle occurred in 2009
(as shown in the NOAA chart below from
www.swpc.noaa.gov/products/solar-cycle-progression), so the next minima should occur about
eleven years later, which is 2020. That is just
around the corner, but the sun is already showing
signs that it is sleeping very soundly. The sun was
spotless for 221 days last year and has been spotless for 67 percent of the time in 2019.

Why should we be interested in the solar cycles?
Science is discovering that our home star’s activity
effects interplanetary space, the Earth’s atmosphere, and even has effects on the Earth's climate.
Forecasting solar cycles is important for many
fields, but most significantly for satellite operators
and space exploration missions that worry about
solar radiation effects and airline personnel and
passengers that are exposed to higher radiation
levels flying at cruising altitudes.

REDUCE NIGHTTIME GLARE.
TURN OFF OR SHIELD YOUR OUTSIDE LIGHTS DOWNWARD.
LET ALL ENJOY THE STARRY NIGHT SKY.

Solar scientists have measured the solar cycles
by looking at the number of dark sunspots on the
surface of the sun as they wax and wane. They discovered that a large number of spots indicated an
active sun, while few spots indicated a quiet sun.
It was in 1843 that Samuel Heinrich Schwabe, a
German astronomer, who watched the sun, noticed
an eleven-year cycle in sunspot numbers. Rudolf
Wolf continued the studies and compiled sunspot
data back to the mid-1700s. Recently, using geologic records, the solar cycle record has been
extended back to 10,000 BC. By tradition, we use
Wolf’s numbering scheme to number solar cycles
beginning with the 1755–1766 cycle being number
one. The current cycle that is ending is number 24;
and, in many ways, it has surprised scientists.
The first surprise is that the number of sunspots
over this cycle decreased by more than fifty percent from the previous cycles. Solar flares were significantly lower in both numbers and intensity.
There have been no large flares recently, with only
six large explosions occurring from July 2000 to
October 2003. Because of the fewer number of
spots and the lack of flares, there have been few
solar proton events to cause electronic problems in
satellites or worry astronauts on the ISS. The
Earth’s magnetic field, which interacts with the
sun’s magnetic field, has been relatively quiet with
fewer and smaller disturbances resulting in fewer
and less impressive northern and southern lights.
A measurement called the Average Magnetic
Planetary Index (Ap index) is an approximation of
the solar magnetic properties near Earth indicating
how active the sun is. The Ap ranges from 0 to 9,
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with anything below 5 considered quiet. Since Ap
measurements started, in 1932, until 2000, the
monthly average value had dipped below a value
of four only once. From 2000 to 2015, the monthly
average fell below four fifteen times.
The sun’s magnetic field is important, because it
tends to deflect galactic cosmic rays (GCRs) coming from exploding stars, black holes, and other
energetic cosmic events away from the inner solar
system. These GCRs are damaging to living things
and to satellite electronics. As the sun becomes less
active, its magnetic field weakens, shrinking the
size and strength of its protective bubble protecting us from GCRs. Typically the solar magnetic
field strength near Earth is about 7 nanoteslas
(7 x 10 to the 6th teslas). During this cycle, the
sun’s field strength fell below 4 nanoteslas, a fiftyyear low. For comparison, Earth’s magnetic field
strength is around 45 microteslas (45 x 10 to the
6th teslas).
Over the course of a solar cycle, the sun’s radiance changes by about 0.1 percent; however, this
cycle, in the ultraviolet (UV) range, radiance
decreased six times more than scientists expected.
While more UV is bad for sunburns, it is an important driver for atmospheric chemical reactions.
Finally, the very outer reaches of our planet’s
atmosphere is called the thermosphere. It ranges
from about sixty to more than three hundred miles
above the surface. Here the temperatures are very
hot, but there are few molecules to transfer any
heat. The thermosphere there heated by the sun
and expands and contracts with solar activity. The
size of the thermosphere is important for spacecrafts as it causes drag—bad for satellites wanting
to stay in a stable orbit, good for dragging space
junk back to Earth’s thicker atmosphere where it
burns up. At the beginning of this solar cycle, the
thermosphere shrunk by the largest amount
observed in at least the last 43 years.
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PNM warns of high-wind
safety hazards
New Mexico's spring beauty comes with
occasional ripping winds that can cause
hazardous and unsafe conditions, some
involving electrical safety.
“Safety is a priority at PNM, and high
wind events are not uncommon in New
Mexico,” said Chad Krukowski, director of
safety for PNM.
PNM offers these tips for high-wind and
other days:
• Never attempt to remove anything
blown or knocked onto power lines. Stay
away and call 888-DIAL-PNM.
• Stay at least two hundred feet from
downed or sagging power lines. Consider
them and anything touching them to be
energized and dangerous. Immediately
contact 911 and PNM at 888-DIAL-PNM.
• If a power line falls across a car that
you're in, stay in the car. If possible, call 911
and until first responders and PNM can
work together to clear the scene.
• Always fly kites, drones and model aircraft in open areas away from power poles,
overhead power lines, and substations.
• Never try to retrieve a kite or device
that is caught in a power line or that falls
into a substation. Instead, call 888-DIALPNM for assistance.
• Metallic party balloons can cause fires
and power outages if released into the air.
Keep them indoors and dispose of them in
the trash.

130 Homesteads Road
3 Bedrooms 2.5 Bathrooms 2362 Square Feet 2.2Acres
MLS# 932834 Listing Price $450,000

Call Sandi Today for a Free Market Analysis of Your Home
Sandi is a Proud Placitas Resident for 28 Years
Sandi Pressley

8th in the Nation for Coldwell Banker
#1 Top Producing Realtor in
New Mexico for 33 Consecutive Years
Proudly Serving Her Clients For 40 Years
Cell Phone 505.980.2999
sandi@sandipressley.com
www.sandipressley.com

Coldwell Banker Legacy
293-3700

APRIL 2019 NIGHT SKY CALENDAR

VERITAS ATHENA, LLC
Protecting your future
Protect yourself and your family from the
consequences of not preparing for the future.
Do you have a power of attorney
in place? What does a power of
attorney provide? When does a power
of attorney terminate?
Do you have a health care directive?
Why is it important?
Do you have a will? Is a will necessary?
What are the alternatives to probate?
Is there a family member who is incapacitated and needs help with
daily care and their finances? How can that family member be helped?
Key: r = rise, s = set, a = am, p = pm, Qtr = quarter, Mag = magnitude (negative values are brighter than positive
values), deg = degrees, N = north, E = east, S = south,W = west, Ill = Illumination. *next day, **previous day. Three
middle fingers together at arm’s length span 5 degrees; the width of your little finger at arm’s length is about 1 degree.

from page 12-–––Night Sky
Solar cycles, too, have been associated with mini-ice ages and warming
periods. Three times, when the sun has become exceptionally quiet during
its minimum for multiple cycles, weather changes have been noted on the
Earth. Notably, these periods correspond to the Spörer Minimum (1450 to
1550), the Maunder Minimum (1645-1750) and, to a lesser degree, the Dalton
Minimum (1790 to 1820). These minima have been associated with unusually cooler climates.
Solar data shows the late 1900s was special. The sun was more active than
at any time in the previous 10,000 years. Solar scientists are considering the
recent period to be a very strong solar Grand Maxima with more sunspots
and solar flares. The 20th century solar activity is only comparable to the
activity from around 9000 BC. High solar activity is associated with warmer
temperatures on Earth. Just don’t expect any sudden changes; the climate
lags, by several decades, behind the solar extremes.
What are the predictions for solar cycle 25? Pretty much the same as cycle
24: weak activity, low sunspot numbers, and higher radiation levels for
astronauts and airplane passengers.

Have you done any estate planning of your assets?
How do you ensure financial protection of your assets?
Is your family disagreeing about how to care for an older relative?
Veritas Athena, LLC, is in the business of assisting you
to plan for life management and decisions.
We do in-home free consultations and visits to discuss all aspects of
life management. We assist you in considering all the alternatives
available and prepare the
documents needed to protect
your future and your family’s.
The Veritas Athena, LLC team
has combined experience of
over 50 years in finance, legal,
administration and court work.

Contact us today for a free consultation.
GREG IRELAND
505-385-1502

CRYSTAL ANSON
505-337-9151

www.veritas-athena.com
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Mobile: 505-264-1493 ■ Direcct: 505-867-7494
julieplac@aol.com ■ www.PlaacitasCasitas.com
One Ridggee Court – Plaacitas, NM 87043
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505-867-7479

dnavarro@farmersagent.com
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$495,000 –
95 Overlook

Jennise
Phillips

The best buy and the
best views in Placitas.
Perched high on a ridge

Associate
Broker

this 1.3 acre property has
an expansive view from every window. 3 BD 3 BA 3,045 SF

$617,000 –
25 Mimbres Court
A stunning brand new
custom design/build by
Enchanted Spaces. LLC.
Unobstructed forever views
from every room. The ﬁnest ﬁnishes and cutting edge design
are trade marks of Enchated Spaces. 3 BD 3 BA 2,650 SF

Your
Trusted
Placitas
Expert

$485,000 –
5 Calle Final
This lovely home captures
all the enchantment
Placitas has to offer. Huge
windows frame both
Sandia Mt and the west mesas. 3 BD 2 BA 2,574 SF

Direct:
505-867-7481
Mobile:
505-331-2288
JenniseP@aol.com

$399,000 –
97 Vista Montana
Charming and delightful
home sitting on a hill
top to capture all the
views. Huge Sandia views, twinkle lights,& beautiful sunsets.
3 BD 2 BA 1,866 SF

Inventory is low—
it’s a great time to sell. Call me.
LA PUERTA REAL ESTATE SERVICES, LLC • 505-867-3388 ONE RIDGE COURT • PLACITAS, NM 87043

Personalized Service
& Responsiveness!
SOLD IN 13 DAYS
2 Meadows Place
Placitas • $549,000 Beautiful custom home

by Aspen Builders in the upscale Anasazi Meadows
subdivision. The cooks kitchen features stainless steel
Frigidaire Gallery Appliances, granite counter tops and
custom cabinetry that extend into the dinning area for
additional counter space and storage. Large master suite with a spa like master
bath with a jetted tub. Large Walk in His and Hers closets.
JUST LISTED

29 Mimbres, Lot 41-P3 • Placitas
$99,000 360 degree ridge view lot in Petroglyph
Trails Subdivision. Unobstructed forever mountain view!
Build your dream home here!

Meadows Ct - Lot 119A • Placitas
$125,000 NEVER ON THE MARKET BEFORE!
Unobstructed 180 degree views. Beautiful View lot in Highly
desirable Anasazi Meadows Subdivision. Fully developed lot
with underground utilities.

Ocate Ct • Placitas • $129,000
Beautiful View lot in Highly desirable Anasazi
Meadows Subdivision. Fully developed lot with
underground utilities. Community water system.
Tennis court and walking trails for your enjoyment.

Tiwa Trail • Placitas • $140,000
Beautiful View lot in Highly desirable Anasazi Meadows
Subdivision. Fully developed lot with underground
utilities. Community water system. Tennis court
and walking trails for your enjoyment.

Harold E. “Trey” Young
505-681-9655 • ty06@comcast.net
LA PUERTA REAL ESTATE SERVICES, LLC • 505-867-3388 ONE RIDGE COURT • PLACITAS, NM 87043

BY OR SELL YOUR HOME WITH CONFIDENCE…

SOLD

10 Ridge
g Court
$379,000
$
• Placitas
I brought the buyer to this home…
And I’m ready to help you as well. Whether you’re buying or selling,
I know how important it is to take the time and effffo
ort to make it the
best exxperience it can be. I know I can help you ﬁnd
your p
perfect home in the Land off Enchantment!
CALL WENDY!
CO NT
TA
ACT:

Wendy S
We
Salazar

wen
ndyjosalazar55@hotm
mail.com
Call or T
Te
ext: 505-867-747
73
LA PUERTA
RTTA REAL ESTA
STTA
ATTE SER
RV
VICES, LLLC
C • 505-867-3388 ONE RIDGE COURT • PLACIT
AC TA
AS, NM 8
87
7043

Discover the amazing
Placitas Views!
I am dedicated to serving my clients
with the utmost respect and loyalty.
I will be your guide not only to your dream home, but also through the entire
process. If listing is your goal, I will see to it that your home is priced right to
sell. I will provide you with the highest standard of professionalism and honesty. I understand how precious your
home is to you, so let me help you ﬁnd your perfect ﬁt!
CONTACT:

Kayla Johnson

email kaylajohnsonrealtor@yahoo.com
Call or Text: 505-238-5238
LA PUERTA REAL ESTATE SERVICES, LLC • 505-867-3388 ONE RIDGE COURT • PLACITAS, NM 87043
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JEWELERS &
GEMOLOGISTS

892-3841
909 36th Pl. SE
Rio Rancho
(Across from
Turtle Mountain Pub)

OPEN: Monday–Friday 10am-5:30pm
Saturday 10am-4pm • harrisjewelersnm.com

from page 10-–––Police

PUBLIC SAFETY

planning director and deputy city administrator
~CONTINUED
in Carlsbad. She succeeds Janet CunninghamStephens who is now the planning director in Corrales.
• Adopted BPD polices governing the use of diversionary devices, sometimes referred to as
flash-bang grenades, and securing protected information in the online Criminal Justice Information Systems. Officers must be trained in deploying diversionary devices, and their use is generally limited to serving high-risk search and arrest warrants. The online policy is required for
access to FBI and other databases.
• Awarded $55,000 in lodgers' tax revenue to five local events for marketing and other
expenses and for a yearlong advertising contract on KANW radio 89.1 FM to promote Bernalillo
tourism. The events are Rio Grande Celtic Festival, formerly held in Albuquerque, May 4-5 at
Rotary Park; Bernalillo Indian Arts Festival, also May 4-5, at Loretto Park; Farm House Ale, an
all-ages event by Kaktus Brewing Co. on June 1; Mountain West Brew Fest August 24 at Loretto
Park; and the 50th Annual County Rodeo, mid-August, at Sandoval County Sheriff's Posse
Arena. Visitors staying at Bernalillo motels pay the lodgers tax, and event organizers estimate
combined attendance of about 10,000.

FBI Teen Academy accepting applications
The FBI Albuquerque Field Office is now accepting applications for its annual
summer academy to be held June 10-14.
The deadline to apply is April 17.
The Teen Academy allows high school students (rising 11th and 12th graders for the
2019-2020 school year) an opportunity to get a comprehensive look into today’s FBI
through presentations, demonstrations, and hands-on activities at the Albuquerque
Field Office.
Students are exposed to topics such as counter-terrorism, cyber security, public
corruption, evidence processing, SWAT, and the day-to-day operations in a typical
FBI office. The academy is free to participants.
"I think a teen should apply for this program because it really is an opportunity of a
lifetime," wrote Miriam, a member of last summer's class. "Not many people are able
to say they trained with an FBI special agent."
Acceptance into the academy is competitive. Just 24 spots are offered to students
from across New Mexico. The academy's hours each day are 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Attendance is mandatory for all scheduled sessions and times. Punctuality, professional behavior, and appropriate dress will be required of all students participating in
the program.
Applications are available from Community Outreach Specialist Samantha Madrid
at aq.outreach@fbi.gov. Questions can be directed to 889-1330.
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GAUNTLET
LETTERS • OPINIONS • LOCAL ISSUES
The Signpost welcomes letters of opinion.
Letters are subject to editing for length, clarity, libel, and other considerations.
Send to: Signpost, P. O. Box 889, Placitas, NM, 87043 or email@sandovalsignpost.com

re: Mailbox break-ins
You probably have heard this, but mailboxes for Placitas West
along Highway 165 were broken into around February 20-21
(and again on March 11). I believe other boxes were broken into
as well, but the Placitas Post Office would have more information.
I thought your readers would want to know.
—ERIC HUBBARD, Placitas

re: Sanctuary County
When I first read the article on the County Council’s resolution
declaring that Sandoval County be a Second Amendment Sanctuary County, I thought that this was a put-on, that the Signpost was
just having a bit of fun with its readers. Then it occurred to me
that this was only March 1st, not April 1st. So, now that we’re a
Sanctuary County, what does that mean? Does it turn Sheriff
Casaus into a possible constitutional scholar, or a felon? A thought
that I had was that it would allow folks to bring all their guns and
stuff down to the County Courthouse to protect them from the
big bad wolf up in Santa Fe, but that would be too awkward and
difficult. On the bright side, I’ll bet it reduced the cost for the
County to heat the Council chambers on that day.
—MARK FOLLETT, Placitas
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Eastern Sandoval Citizens Association (ESCA) report

Celebrating over 30 Years
Providing Tax & Accounting
Services to New Mexicans

~GEORGE FRANZEN, ES-CA
Resource Management Plan.
We want to push for inclusion of the Recreation
Steering Committee's efforts amendment, and
ensure that proper procedures are being followed
for RMP approval. This important piece of property can either be turned into land that recognizes
and contributes to the grand heritage and beauty
of this area of Sandoval County or into a dustspewing 1,000+-acre piece of scorched earth for
the next twenty-to-fifty years. We need our citizens to be letting their government officials know
just how urgent it is that U.S. SB.526 be passed at
the earliest possible date.
Our ESCA-LPT efforts have successfully
stopped a County proposal to remove all recognition of subdivision (and other private land)
covenants from their Comprehensive Zoning
Ordinance. As a result of cooperation led by our
District 1 Commissioner Bruch and Commission
Chair Heil, a revision to the proposed amendment should make clear that such covenants are

On February 15, 2019, the Senate reintroduced a
bill by Senator Heinrich and co-sponsored by
Senator Udall. “S. 526—116th Congress: A bill to
withdraw certain Bureau of Land Management
land from mineral development.” Placitas needs
this bill to stop Vulcan from gravel mining the
Buffalo Tract BLM land.
Note that the bill language excludes agreements already in place at the effective date—so
we need passage before a mining operator can
negotiate a lease or purchase arrangement.
Vulcan has already been approved to do
exploratory drilling on the property. Commissioner Bruch visited our state’s delegation while
in Washington, D.C., recently and personally
encouraged them to get this done. Members of
ES-CA and Las Placitas Association are also trying to arrange a meeting with Tim Spisek, the
BLM’s newly appointed State Director for New
Mexico, Oklahoma, Texas, and Kansas to discuss
the status and likely next steps for the proposed

TERRY PISEL, CPA, LLC
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

Tax Planning & Preparation
for Individuals & Businesses
QuickBooks Consulting

In Placitas • 798-1003
to be enforced according to the terms of the applicable
private agreement. This revision likely will be voted
ahead for public “publishing” at the 3/21 Commission
Meeting with no further objection from the ESCA-LPT.
The next ES-CA Board Meeting (open to the public)
will be held on April 8, from 4:30 to 6:00 p.m. (note the
later-than-usual time) at Placitas Community Library.

re: Animal Protection Voters New Mexico should use common sense on fencing
As an APVNM member, or past member, I am disturbed by the arrogance that they exhibit when
included in the writing of certain Bills at the Legislature. SB 158 related to livestock and excluding
wild horses from the definition of livestock is a
bipartisan Bill that started out as a good and necessary Bill. APVNM was for the Bill but requested
amendments and then was against the amended
Bill and wanted more. Now SB 158 is a disaster
because APVNM insisted, and they would work to

defeat the Bill if “fence out” language was not
included.
This language is not conducive to good governance. Private land owners would have to fence
their properties against wild horses, which includes
feral horses. This creates a law that will be challenged in court if it passes. All private lands now
become a statewide private horse preserve and
private land owner’s rights be damned. Under this
law, private horse preserves would pop up all over

New Mexico and in our neighborhoods. This is a
burden on private land owners who will be unable
to stop the degradation of watersheds or protect the
habitats of lessor animals. That’s all we need is
more fences. How is the Wildlife Corridors Bill proceeding? It can’t work with all these new fences
that APVNM wants.
—MIKE NEAS, Placitas

re: Do you know who I am?
Do you know who I am?
I’m the guy you pass at the corner
store. Maybe you say hello, maybe you
smile, maybe you don’t.
I’m your neighbor, your friend,
someone you’ve never known.
Do you know who I am?
I’m a firefighter, an EMT.
I’m the one who rushes to your house
on a hot summer day.
I put on 50 lbs worth of heavy sweaty
gear, and rush in to try to save you from
the ravages of fire.
Do you know who I am?
I’m the one who jumps out of bed.
Do I always succeed? No, but when I
do, I’m riding high for days.
When I don’t, I beat myself up at night,
wondering what I could have done differently.
Was it my fault? Was there any hope in
the first place?
Information about Tibetan Cranial work is on the website listed above.
I’m no miracle worker. I’m no saint.
Do you know who I am?
I’m the one who spends hundreds of
hours training to be able to just do something.
I don’t get paid. It’s my time I give to my
The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) has scheduled a two-week public scoping period for input
community.
on 17 parcels (4,980 acres) of federal minerals proposed for the September 2019 competitive oil and
I’m a volunteer. Not the kind that helps out at the
gas lease sale. The public scoping period will begin April 1 and conclude on April 12. The lease sale is
library or the old recycle center once a month.
tentatively scheduled for September 5, 2019. This scoping process is intended to solicit public input
I’m there every day. I’m ready
on relevant issues, potential impacts, and alternatives that the BLM should address in an environWhy? I don’t know. Maybe it makes me feel good
mental assessment to be prepared in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act. The
when I succeed.
BLM will consider all substantive comments received during the public scoping period to ensure the
It sure makes me sad when I can’t save you from the
potential environmental consequences are analyzed in a manner that allows the BLM to make an
twisted metal of your car on the freeway.
informed decision about the proposed competitive lease sale. The parcels in New Mexico include
Do you know who I am?
three in Eddy County, nine in Lea County, one in McKinley County, and one in Chaves County. For
One thing’s for sure. I’ll be there when you need me.
more information, contact BLM Land Law Examiner Lourdes Ortiz at (505) 954-2146.
—A VOLUNTEER (NAME WITHHELD)

878 s camino del pueblo
bernalillo, new mexico 87004
www.atmabodhyoga.com

505.867.9222

YOGA
CLASSES
TAUGHT
Tibetan Cranial
Sessions
available
by appointment.
IN THE IYENGAR TRADITION

re: BLM seeks public input on proposed oil/gas lease sale
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• Women’s Health

• Same Day Appointments

• Prenatal Services

• Family Planning

• Comprehensive Family
Medicine

• Behavioral Health

Steven L. Hartman, MD, Medical Director
Matthew B. Wilson, MD • Rachel Marzec, FNP-PMHNP
Felina Ortiz, CNM • Rebecca Casalino, CNP
Marissa Cortes Mendez, CFNP, CNM
Tamara Righettini, CFNP • Stephen V. Roper, CFNP
Jennifer Webb, LPCC • Madeleine Stevens, LPCC

Monday 8 am—5 pm • Tuesday 8 am—5 pm
Wednesday 8 am—8 pm • Thursday 8 am—5 pm
Friday 8 am—5 pm

121 Calle Del Presidente
Bernalillo, New Mexico 87004

WAYNE A. LUCO, D.D.S.
Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

—KAREN COX,

4405 Jager, C-1

PLACITAS COMMUNITY LIBRARY
Want to spend a week in Maine?
Glamping in the Grand Canyon? Be
a character in Anne Hillerman’s next
novel? Placitas Community Library
invites you to join our very special
guest, Anne Hillerman, on May 25,
from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m., at Anasazi
Fields in Placitas, to continue our
fundraising for the library expansion.
Enjoy an elegant buffet prepared by
our gourmet chefs, live entertainment by George Koinis and Laura
Robbins, and a silent and live auction.
Tickets are $50 for dinner only,
$75 for dinner and a signed copy of
The Tale Teller, Anne Hillerman’s
latest book. Tickets will be on sale
starting April 1 at the library
(www.placitaslibrary.com).
We believe that libraries equal
strong communities. Please help us
in writing the next chapter.

Rio Rancho, NM 87144
(Near Santa Ana Casino)

(505) 867-1442
Open:
Monday–Thursday
7:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

PAGE 18 • A PRIL 2019 • S ANDOVAL S IGNPOST • S ERVING

Buffet fundraiser
for Placitas library
expansion
welcomes
Anne Hillerman
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—BILL DIVEN
The desert around Tucson, Arizona, is one of numerous places in the Southwest
that attract tourists in late winter and early spring searching for wildflowers.
These poppies were west of the city just off the highway to Ajo.

Come for the flowers, stay
for the history, and tacos

TIME
OFF

~BILL DIVEN
In a time past, New Mexico and
Arizona, unnamed and inseparable,
stood as one tenuously linked
culture of indigenous peoples
dealing with Europeans from the
south who turned out not to be just
tourists.
Wanderers in shorts and flip-flops
came later.
Arizona's desert lies low, ours
high, both ignoring that line scratched Cruz, the mountain lion at the Arizona-Sonora
Desert Museum, lounges about his enclosure
from ocean to gulf in the name of
while staying alert for the pending arrival of a human bringing food.
nationhood. The surveyors' product
Rescuers found Cruz as an undernourished 15-1/2 lb. cub in California in
proved a mirage anyway as the
2013—he's about 65 pounds now—and later determined he could not be
people of our Mesilla and their
released back into the wild.
Tucson remained Mexican until a
critters those saguaros. They occasionally tumble
payoff from Uncle Sam quashed the arrangement.
onto people, so there's my nominee for state trunFolks still got around in early times, though not to
cheon.
the whine of kids in the backseat, but the crying
Plunking down $80 bought four nights each with
hubs of an ox cart.
pastel sunsets and the yelps of resident coyotes. One
About the time of the Boston Tea Party, Col. Juan
came with outbursts of heavy weaponry from a
Bautista de Anza and crew set out from Tubac south
of Tucson taking only two months to find the Pacific. shooting range across the highway although we
chose not to investigate what the locals blast well
An appointment as governor of New Mexico sent
after dark.
him back on the trail.
From the campground, it's minutes to the ArizonaA Route 66 motor lodge under renovation in
Sonora Desert Museum, where the dozing mountain
Albuquerque is our memorial to him.
Then President Eisenhower birthed interstate high- lion reacted like your kitty to a can opener when the
unseen meat cart approached, the prickly forest of
ways 25, 10, and 19, connecting Bernalillo with
Saguaro National Park and the Old Tucson movie
Tubac. So no ox cart for us. Tugging the land yacht
town, "Hollywood in the Desert," if you will, the
with a Ford is a relative breeze, despite the headset of classic and less so Westerns and modern
winds ravaging the gas mileage.
successors.
We targeted wildflowers on this trek, although the
We found wildflowers in scattered carpets of
super bloom visible from space this year was beyond
annual Poppies and Bladderpods with mixes of
our time and reach in California. Just as well, as the
Globemallow and Lupines amid the chain and teddy
Washington Post in mid-March described interstates
bear cholla. We'll see what blossoms in Placitas this
turned into parking lots, mountain canyons closed,
season given the late winter rains and snows.
helicopter rescues of flower chasers stuck in mud,
Heading south, unaware tourists think they're
and leaning photographers tumbling down hillsides.
flying down Interstate 19 as the mileage markers
Instead we settled into the 130-space Tucson
zip by, but the roadside posts and exit signs are an
Mountain Park over the mountain, west of the city,
oddity Eisenhower never foresaw. Those denote
arriving in late morning to find only one of two
kilometers on the only exclusively metric interstate
remaining spots barely capable of handling a 25-foot
in the county, hence the smaller numbers decorating
trailer if we backed in perfectly and parked the
your speedometer.
pickup cattywampus out front.
President Carter takes the heat for this welcoming
"Don't back over the foliage," we were warned,
nod to tourists from metric Mexico, but it was Presiprobably because the foliage fights back. Wedged in
dent Ford who signed the Metric Conversion Act of
as we were, getting from truck to shelter meant a
1975. Carter also appointed Albuquerque Mayor
raking by spines of the palo verde, Arizona's state
"Happy Harry" Kinney to the new United States
tree.
Metric Board, which President Reagan drop-kicked
Stately saguaros stood guard all around our
seven years later.
elevated perch, overlooking the western expanse
Midway down the interstate past Green Valley's
of Sonoran desert and distant mountains. Deadly

mountainous tailings from copper mining sit Tubac
and nearby Tumacácori. Both are easy to think of as
part of New Mexico history: the fortified Spanish
presidio of Tubac now something of an Old Town
without surrounding city and once the home of
New Mexico artist Wilson Hurley; Tumacácori, an
O'odham settlement when Padre Kino arrived in
1691, now a national historic park with its two hundred-year-old church still unfinished.
During the Southern occupation of New Mexico
during the Civil War, Mesilla became the capital of
Confederate Arizona Territory with rebel troops from
Fort Tucson riding to the rescue when Apaches laid
siege to Tubac.
The 63.28 miles, uh, 101.84 kilometers, of Interstate
19 launches from Tucson urbanity only to fizzle out
as the intersection of West and Compound streets in
downtown Nogales. It's yards from there to the steel
border fence cockaded by shiny razors of concertina
recently applied by the Army's 104th Engineering
Construction Company.
With neither soldiers nor national emergency in
sight, we strolled into Mexico waved in by a female
guard who simply said, "Páse."
It's now what's expected on the northern edge of a
border city: a strip of dentistas and farmacias catering
to northern customers with the tumult of commercial
streets beyond. The bunched up craft stores and sidewalks perfumed by leather goods appear to be gone.
After a lunch of shrimp tacos and one bit of shopping, we walked north with our Kahlua, lining up in
Mexico, and stepping into the sunshine of the United
States about twenty minutes later. That's pretty much
business as usual, little changed since Juarez first
welcomed me, except now you need a passport to be
welcomed home.
You're still not quite free to roam until you've
driven through the Border Patrol checkpoints up
interstates 19 and 25. Still, that's not too bad as
shared experiences with our neighbors go.
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Over time a bookstore
becomes a community
———BILL DIVEN
—BILL DIVEN

If you think corralling
friends to help you
move is a challenge,
wait till they find out
the task is relocating
40,000 books. For the
Bernalillo bookstore,
Under Charlie's Covers,
that turned out not to be a
problem, just a lot of work.
"This community is so
supportive," owner Lara
Harrison said. "Customers
volunteered to help."
Lara Harrison takes a break among hardcover titles
One man showed up
at
Under Charlie's Covers, the bookstore she founded
daily with his pickup
ten years ago in Bernalillo.
truck, and many others
pitched in as they could.
access to out-of-print books and the
That would be nearly four years ago when serendipity of browsing shelves. She and
the dealer of mostly used books moved
her staff get busy when customers leave
from the north side of U.S. Highway 550
lists of old favorites and other books
to the south side in an office building at
they're searching for.
160 North Camino del Pueblo.
"I want people to buy books, and I'd
"I think my dad would be really happy
rather they shop locally," she said. "If you
with the community we built," Harrison
don't go to a bookstore, how do you
continued. "We know our customers
what's out there?"
names, their stories… Some helped me
The store has become such a part of the
move twice."
town that some young customers confuse
Harrison's dad would be Charles Ramit with the Martha Liebert Public Library
sey, the Charlie of the store's name, a seribehind Town Hall in the southern part of
ous book collector who talked of opening
town.
his own used bookstore to be called Under
"My kids grew up thinking this was the
the Covers. When he died in 2002, she
library," said longtime customer Amy Barinherited 18,000 hardcover books.
bour. "This to me is like a treasure… Not
"My sister said, 'You're opening a book
only are (Lara) and her staff super
store,'" Harrison said. "It turned out to be
friendly, they bend over backwards to get
a blessing… I'm having so much fun. I
books you want."
never expected to be running a bookstore."
Under Charlie's Covers celebrated its
After deciding she would open such a
tenth anniversary in early March with a
store and moving to New Mexico in 2002,
ceremonial ribbon cutting promoted by
she went looking for bookcases and disthe Rio Rancho Regional Chamber of
covered a storage unit from a closed store. Commerce. The town of Bernalillo and its
Inside were eight-foot-tall shelves packed
governing body honored the business for
with the paperbacks that completed the
ten years of "encouraging and providing
foundation of Under Charlie's Covers.
affordable literacy."
As the business grew, it became a sevenAmong the recipients of the thousands
day-a-week operation, open 10:00 a.m.
of books Harrison has given away are
6:00 p.m., 11:00 am. to 5:00 p.m. on Suncounty detention centers, the state
days, needing extra hands. Customers
women's prison, Habitat for Humanity,
Laurie Smothermon and Tom Vollmer
and especially state and private programs
became employees.
that give books to young readers.
"I just like to read and talk about read"That's where reading starts," she said.
ing," Smothermon said. "Every day you
"If you start reading as a child, you're a
learn something here."
reader forever."
Both said they enjoy working with
The store also supports advanced-placeBernalillo, out-of-town, and traveling cusment classes at Bernalillo High School,
tomers, and that they have expanded their working with teachers' lists of required
own interests as customers chat up new
reading to find new and used copies of the
authors and topics or arrive with lists of
books. The store stocks some new titles
books they want that are out of print.
and greeting cards.
"It's just a real pleasure to work in a
Within a year of opening, two customers
store where you can find just about anystarted a book club, held first in the origithing you want," Vollmer said. "It's really
nal store and with the tighter quarters of
enjoyable when you can find books people the current space, they now meet in the
are looking for."
town library. The club and the store
Charlie assembled his collection in the
adopted a room when the library moved
pre-Amazon days, gathering genres and
into the former Roosevelt School, decoratauthors in part by prowling used booking the space and making cushions.
stores on family travels. To keep track, he
"I didn't know what to expect," she said.
built his own library-style card catalog.
"When I first opened, the people of
Harrison, however, operates in the era of Placitas kept us alive… We're still going,
online shopping, which, while convenient, and I am so happy and surprised."
may include shipping costs while limiting

Corrales Bosque Gallery in Corrales—a vibrant artist-owned cooperative

Corrales Bosque Gallery
celebrates 25 years
~DAVID WELCH
The Corrales Bosque
Gallery, located in the
heart of Corrales, is
celebrating 25 years as
an artist-owned cooperative. It was
founded in 1994 when
an intrepid group of
local artists came
together to represent
themselves, creating a
Inside the gallery
vibrant art space with
a sense of community. Over the years, the gallery has grown, and
the membership has evolved. Today, there are eighteen members,
including two of the original founding artists. For the last three
years, the Albuquerque Journal Readers’ Poll has named Corrales
Bosque among its top three galleries.
The artists, who meet once a month to manage gallery business,
reflect a wide array of backgrounds, styles, and media, including
photography, painting, jewelry, sculpture, and folk art.
Andy Goldschmidt, one of the founding members, was born in
Buenos Aires. He works as a restorer of ethnographic ceramic art
and is strongly influenced by the spirit of archaic traditions. He
draws connections between times, places, and cultures, seeing
vessels as a metaphor for the embodiment of man. His spontaneous,
contemporary approach brings new life to an age-old art form. He
explains, "For me, the act of creation is a collaboration between
myself, the clay, and the fire, finding what the clay wants to be, and
bringing out its natural chaotic beauty.”
Following careers as a nurse and university administrator, Placitas
resident, Dianna Shomaker, turned her lifelong passion for painting
into a third career in art. Her inventive abstractions in oil and
encaustic have garnered innumerable awards in regional and
national exhibitions. Her fluid brushwork and joy in exploration are
clearly apparent in her vivacious and open-ended images. "Art is
magical for the viewer,” says Dianna. “It should speak to… your
capacity to wonder, to dream, and to delight in mystery.”
Cristina Sanchez, born in Chihuahua, Mexico, moves easily across
the boundary between painting and sculpture. Her work explores
the human form and its coexistence with the subconscious, the
realms of dreams and fears. The solids and voids in her often-segmented sculptures mimic the positive and negative space relationships in paintings. One can see the influences of Mexico’s
pre-Hispanic roots as Cristina addresses the universal themes of
love, war, family, tragedy, and hope.
The colorful paintings of David Welch, a California native, depict
farms and gardens, exploring the relationship of humankind to the
land. David frequently paints the farmers of Corrales, expressing
the dignity of work as well as reverence for the land. His rich-hued
landscapes also celebrate the expansive land and skies of New
Mexico.
Placitas photographer Lynne Pomeranz creates powerfully empathetic images of wild horses. She believes that “art can speak for
—continued next page
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Come
see our
New
Mexico
treasures.
Bring
your
guests!

Mosaic New Mexico present “Passages”
Mosaic New Mexico artists come together to present a special exhibition of
mosaic art for the public to enjoy entitled Passages. The Passages theme is largely
based on the mission statement of the Open Space Visitor’s Center Gallery—to
inspire an exchange of ideas, solutions, and interpretations as they relate to Open
Space lands so as to deepen and enhance visitor understanding, appreciation, and
stewardship for Albuquerque's unique natural and human community."
To follow that mission, artists were encouraged to create artwork that
incorporated recycled or “upcycled” elements.
A reception with the Passages artists will be held on April 6, from 2:00 to 4:00
p.m., at the Open Space Visitor’s Center Gallery. All are welcome; refreshments
will be served.
The exhibit is available for viewing during regular gallery hours—Tuesday
through Sunday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.—through May 12. The gallery is located at
6500 Coors Blvd NW, Albuquerque, NM 87120.

The Galleria Tamaya uniquely New Mexican gallery
features handcrafted jewelry, copper-work, alabaster sculpture,
Zuni fetish carvings, authentic pueblo pottery, paintings
from local artists and much more! Find gifts and collectibles
that are truly special and exclusive to this area.
“This Galleria always surprises me with the variety
of fabulous clothing, gifts and art! It’s part of the whole
Tamaya experience. I would stop by and visit this shop
whether or not I was staying at the Hyatt Regency Tamaya.”

Galleria Tamaya
Located at the Hyatt Regency Tamaya Resort and Spa
1300 Tuyuna Trail, Santa Ana Pueblo, NM 87004
OPEN: Mon.to Sat. 9:00 am. to 6:00 p.m. • Sun. 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
(505) 771-6081 • galleriatamaya@gmail.com

from page 20–––Gallery
those who cannot speak for themselves.
It is my hope that my images of wild
horses convey their soulful beauty and
magnificent spirit… so that others realize
what we, and the horses, are losing as
they are rounded up and removed from
the wild.”
For the month of April, the gallery
features guest artist Greyshoes (Upton S.
Ethelbah, Jr.). Greyshoes sculpts contemporary flowing forms inspired by the aesthetic motifs and movements found in
the ceremonial regalia and dances of his
Native American heritage (Santa Clara
Pueblo and White Mountain Apache).
Some specific representations include
Apache crown dancers, Pueblo corn,
deer, elk, and buffalo dancers; and panAmerican Matachines. He is also known
for his "essentialized" Native American
medicine bears and other sacred animal
representations. Greyshoes works exclusively in stone, including marble, limestone, alabaster, and onyx. Using stone
originals he casts limited editions in
bronze, featuring patinas in a range of
colors and textures. Greyshoes will speak
about his work at an art reception at the
gallery on April 7, at 2:00 p.m.
Corrales Bosque Gallery hosts regular
art receptions on the first Sunday of the
month in conjunction with Arts Alive!,
the new monthly celebration of the arts
in Corrales where the village blossoms
with art gallery openings, outdoor music,
food, and drink. Corrales Bosque Gallery
is located at 4685 Corrales Road, in the
Mercado de Maya.
Info: www.corralesbosquegallery.com and
on Facebook @cbgallery.
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There Are No Maps

transferred onto them are
themselves reproductions
—snapshots of an experi~OLI ROBBINS
ence shared by many. So,
Art can be an expression of one individthe result is, in a way, a
ual or a voice of many, itself becoming a
communion of art forms,
community. Human connectivity is a
a communion of memodriving force behind this month’s exhibit
ries.
at Albuquerque’s REMARQUE Gallery.
In this spirit of comThere Are No Maps, a show spearheaded
munion, Jones reached
by Placitas printmaker Evey Jones, brings
out to poets whose
together Jones’s monotype prints and the
creative output similarly
poems of local and international poets.
touched upon dislocation,
Imagery aligns with word as each piece
asking if they would
offers an open narrative about the idea
bring their voices to the
of “no maps.” Jones explains that the
walls of REMARQUE,
divisive lines of a map are not banal
which had already
geographical delineations, and “can no
approved of her vision for
longer hold true unless we imprison all
an exhibition. Jones
those who cross the line unwelcome. Reliencountered the prose of
gious and tribal wars, genocide, famine,
singer/writer Patty
and waters rising will come to mean that
Stephens, who became
there are no maps.”
her primary collaborator.
Jones’s series was born a few years ago
Says Stephens, “This
in Italy, where she spends several months
collection of writing is
I SOPRAVVISSUTI, Racconti e Ombre1,
each year. At the time, Italy was welcoming
inspired by the joy of
monotype print, by Evey Jones
refugees with open arms, and Jones’s
feeling at home and the
connection to the refugee crisis triggered a
anguish of leaving.”
reflection on her own family’s history of escape. Jones’s
Whereas Jones uses leitmotifs, often juxtaposing symbols
parents survived the Holocaust, and yet, as she witnessed of separation and uncertainty, like doors and windows, to
suffering in real time, she began to consider that perhaps
symbols of boundlessness, like clouds and sky, Stephens
“little has changed, that there are no limits in the struggle leaves out punctuation, “as a way to illustrate that forced
between life and death, in the passion to save one’s
exile and forced migration leaves humanity traveling into
children.”
the unknown, making home all along the way.”
Jones revisited her family’s experiences through old
Says Jones, “I love doing collaboration because it’s two
photographs, which began to enter her work in a palpaessences that flow, not melding into one, but that flow in
ble way. She discovered that transferring photographs
between each other.” There Are No Maps reads as if part of
onto silk and then placing the silk onto a monotype
a larger exhibit at REMARQUE, as it works in harmony
resulted in clear, assertive imagery. Photographs old and
with a series displayed in a neighboring room by
new—of Jones on her mother’s lap, of her father as a
REMARQUE’s featured artist, Lihie Talmor. Talmor is a
soldier, of refugees making their way to the island of
multi-media and multi-cultural artist born in British
Lesbos by raft—found their way into Jones’s monoprints.
Palestine and raised in Israel in a community comprised
The effect is powerful due to implications of both techof immigrants, refugees and exiles. She writes that her
nique and imagery. Whereas monotypes are one-of-a“experiential baggage” has helped shape her into somekind, incapable of being mass-produced, the photographs
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one “with a hybrid identity, ever shifting between different cultures, languages, lifestyles, and customs, sensitive
to issues relating to migration, exile, and their human
dramas that cause and are caused by these.” Like Jones
and Stephens, Talmor’s work treats the subject of
displacement with sensitivity, empathy and awareness.
When asked what she wishes viewers will take away
from the exhibit, Jones says she hopes for awareness—
“just an awareness of the vastness of life… that concept
of seeing that moment, of seeing the people who do not
have choices.” Stephens sees her prose and songs in this
series as “a map to the heart” that will perhaps urge
people to empathize on a global level. Stephens prompts
readers to “see up,” explaining that she has been “struck
so much by thinking about what it would be like as a
family, walking thousands of miles… but even though
you’re on the road, migrating, you’re still making home
every single day.” She expresses this sentiment in her
poem, Sunflower Bed:

having found
softness for my bones
my eyes find up
a good position for being human
stars greet me
sunflowers hover over me like abuelitas
the river sings as liquid as it can
sleep comes
tomorrow i sing
Also included in the show are poems by Jones’s daughter, author Kira Jones (who includes a chilling response to
the Sandy Hook shooting), Angelo Mazzoli (one of
Jones’s beloved teachers from Spello, Italy, who found
jobs for several of the refugees), and Barbara Pinchi.
Come to the opening of There Are No Maps on April 5,
from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. at REMARQUE Gallery (3812
Central Avenue SE). The show continues through April
27. Jones’s work and resume can be viewed at
www.eveyjones.com, and more on the work and life of
Lihie Talmor can be found at www.talmorlihie.com.
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Through Grass
and Beyond———
Dana Patterson Roth
~ROSEMARY BREEHL
For Dana Patterson Roth, photography has
always been a process of discovery, allowing
her to closely examine the world. Whether
she is using a camera, a scanner, or her mind’s
eye, she is always exploring new ways to
understand what photography is and what
more she can do with it.
Roth is the featured artist at Wild Hearts
Gallery with her exhibition running from
March 26 through April 21. The public is
invited to the artist’s reception on April 5,
from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m.
The images in this series, Through the Grass
and Beyond are printed on wood, allowing the
grain of the wood to interact visually with the
nature based photography. Many of the
images are then grouped together, “floated”
on a background, and framed, creating a
three-dimensional shadowbox of botanical
imagery, wood grain, and ambient light.
Says Roth, “I have long been mesmerized
by the grasses, watching them sway in the
breeze, and I love to capture these moments
of beauty and grace.”

Born and raised in New Mexico,
Roth enjoys pushing beyond traditional
photography and experimenting with the
new processes and various media now
available for creating and printing photographs, allowing her to add more visual
depth and interest.
Wild Hearts Gallery is located in Placitas at the Homestead Village, 221-B State
Highway 165, wildheartsgallery-nm.com.

PST and PAS collaborate art, music events
~NANCY HOLLEY
Where do you see art? It surrounds us every
day in the beauty of our environment: a
simple flower, a spectacular sunset, a
weather-sculpted piece of driftwood, or
perhaps in a daydream.
This year, for the first time, two major
pillars of the Placitas artistic community—
the Placitas Studio Tour and the Placitas
Artists Series—are collaborating in a unique
celebration of art, music, and aesthetic community. During the first four weeks of April,
the two organizations are co-sponsoring an
admission-free art show sale at the historic Las
The Anderson Trio
Placitas Presbyterian Church. The exhibit features the artistic creations of 37 of the 2019 Placitas Studio Tour artists. Gallery hours are
Tuesday through Friday, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and Sunday from 8:30 to noon.
The Placitas Studio Tour and its artists invite the public to attend a free gala reception in
the Las Placitas Presbyterian Church Fellowship Hall on April 13, from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m.
Refreshments will be served and exhibiting artists will be present to discuss their work with
interested viewers.
On April 14, the visual artists reconvene from 2:00 to 3:00 p.m., with additional refreshments, further discussion with viewers, and additional opportunities for purchasing their

works.
At 3:00 p.m., immediately following the reception, the Placitas Artists Series
presents its April concert. The Anderson Trio, a talented East Coast jazz ensemble
featuring twin brothers Peter and Will Anderson on reeds and Felix Lemerle on
guitar, will perform classic jazz songs and innovative original music. As a special
treat, the New Mexico Jazz Workshop has arranged a short opening set to be
performed by Albuquerque jazz musicians.
General admission tickets are $25 and can be purchased either online or at the
reception, subject to availability.
The concert is generously sponsored by Rondi and Duane Thornton, Jadvyga
Biskis, and Geri and Larry Verble.
For more about the Placitas Studio Tour and its 64 participating artists, go to
www.placitasstudiotour.com. To learn about the Placitas Artists Series and to
purchase concert tickets, visit www.placitasartistsseries.org, see page 2 of this
Signpost, email info@PlacitasArtistsSeries.org, or call 867-8080. The church is six
miles east of I-25 on NM 165 (Exit 242). The facility is completely accessible.

Four Directions: photography, poetry, painting, performance
~SUSANNA KEARNY
Mark your calendar—four friends, artists, and longtime
citizens of New Mexico combine talents to share divergent
ways of seeing and/or expressing themselves and their
relationship to Earth. In interrelated and contrasted directions—contemporary painting, photography, poetry,
sculpture, and performance—each presents what moves
and excites. James Burbank, Larry Goodell, Lenore Goodell, and Jane Sprague. Four artists. Four directions. On
display April 15 through June 21.
N4th Gallery will host a reception for the artists with
music by Milestones during the First Friday ARTScrawl
on May 3, from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m., followed by a poetry
reading at 7:00 p.m. in N4th Theater, featuring James Burbank, Larry Goodell, Demetria Martinez and Mary Oishi.

An open reading follows the main reading (ten spots
available, two-to three short poems each; sign-ups at
6:30 p.m.).
On the following Friday, May 10, from 7:00 to 8:00
p.m., Larry Goodell will present Performance as Poetry—
fifty years, highlighting the best of his revolutionary
early poetry performances from 1972-1973. The evening
includes two major poem-works that will probably
never be seen and heard again, such as Staff and the
Bowl of Ometeotl, plus a visit from Blue Spaceman, with a
few surprises and a return trip to the present with some
of Goodell’s newest poems.
N4th Gallery & N4th Theater are located at 4904 4th
Street NW in Albuquerque.
(right:) Four Directions
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S I G N P O S T CO M M U N I T Y C A L E N D A R
To submit a listing, send it to: email@sandovalsignpost.com. Deadline for submission
is the twentieth of the month prior to publication. The calendar
is
a free community service provided by the Signpost to nonprofits and for cultural
events of interest to residents of Sandoval County.
Example: “First Monday” means the first Monday of each month.
Daily: The Mayor Hull Show. Go to rrnm.gov/mayorhullshow. Rio Rancho Mayor
Gregg Hull talks about issues facing Rio Rancho.
Daily: Free hikes at Valles Caldera National Preserve—from Magma to Magpie.
For a complete list of activities at the National Preserve, go to
https://www.nps.gov/vall/index.htm.

Second Wednesdays: Rio Rancho Art Association (RRAA) monthly membership
meeting. 6:30-8:30 p.m. RRAA is a non-juried/all mediums regional art association.
You need not be a resident of Rio Rancho to join. Held in Don Chalmer’s Ford Community Room, 2500 Rio Rancho Boulevard, Rio Rancho. www.rraausa.org, www.rioranchoartassociation.blogspot.com or 301-2009.
Second and fourth Wednesdays: Sandoval County Civitans. 6:00 p.m. Held at Fair
Winds, 920 Riverview Drive SE, Rio Rancho. 898-6884.
Third Wednesdays: Meeting of the Coronado Optimist Club. 6-7 p.m. Held at the
Range Cafe in Bernalillo.

Monthly: Various community events at Rio Rancho Libraries. Rio Rancho
libraries—Esther Bone and Loma Colorado—will be hosting a variety of events all
month long ranging from book signings, to poetry readings, lectures, concerts, arts
and crafts, meet and greets, etc. For more information about the library or each
month’s activities, visit www.riorancholibraries.org.

Third Wednesdays (except December): Las Placitas Association Board meeting.
6:30 p.m. Held at the Placitas Community Center. lasplacitas.org.

Monthly: Urban Horticulture Classes. Sponsored by the
SandovalMasterGardeners.org. Free. Open to public. Registration preferred. Sandovalmastergardeners.org/public-class-registration.
Mondays: Bernalillo/Placitas open Al-Anon meeting for families and friends of
alcoholics/problem drinkers. 7:30-8:30. Held at the Bernalillo United Methodist
Church, 136 Calle Don Andres (behind Abuelitas), Bernalillo, 262-2177.

Thursdays: El Club del Libro—Our monthly Spanish Book Club. 6-7 p.m. Recurring. Held at Loma Colorado Main Library Rio Rancho History Room. Join us in reading a book in Spanish, improving conversation skills, and meeting interesting friends
who wouldn’t have the opportunity to cross paths without “El Club del Libro.” This
month, in coordination with PBS’s The Great American Read program, we will discuss
Bendiceme, Ultima by Rudolfo Anaya. No registration required. Walk-ins welcome!
Please note new day and time.

Second and fourth Mondays: Bernalillo Town Council meeting. 6:30 p.m. Held at
Bernalillo Town Hall. Info: call 867-3311, townofbernalillo.org.

Thursdays: Sandoval County Historical Society archives and library are open to
members and the public for family research, 9 a.m.-Noon. Bernalillo. Info: 867-2755.

Second and fourth Mondays: Westside Neuro Choir—A chorus for adults living
with brain challenges & caregivers. Includes ALS, brain injury, MS, Parkinson's,
strokes, and others. 5:45-7:15 p.m. Held at Grace Outreach Church, 2900 Southern
Blvd, Rio Rancho. Use southern entrance. For more info contact Sheri at 917-7981 or
sheriarmz@gmail.com

First Thursdays: Sandoval County veteran’s outreach and business counseling. 1-4
p.m. Held at the Sandoval County Administrative Building, 1500 Idalia Road in
Bernalillo. All honorably-discharged veterans may be entitled to VA benefits and state
Veteran benefits. Come learn about your potential benefits. Bring your DD-214. 3832414.

Mondays through Fridays: Placitas Mothers’ Day Out childcare. A caring, cooperative, community childcare program since 1989. Hours: 8 a.m.-3 p.m. daily, $23. Info:
Ms. Debbie Steuber, 867-3371.

First Thursdays: Art and Music at the Loma Colorado Main Library Auditorium,
Rio Rancho. Info: riorancholibraries.org, 505-891-5013.

Tuesdays: Teen Hang Out at the Martha Liebert Public Library. 4 p.m. 867-1440.
Tuesdays and Thursdays: Pickleball at the Bernalillo Community Center. 1-4 p.m.
Pickleball is a game played on a court with paddles and a whiffle ball. The court is
smaller than a tennis court and allows people to play who no longer want to run and
jump as they did in their younger years. Anyone can play, even if they have never
played tennis. 934-2649.
First Tuesdays: Albuquerque Newcomers' Club Welcome Coffee. 10 a.m. Held at
Sandia Presbyterian Church (not affiliated with church)—10704 Paseo del Norte.
Membership is open to residents who have lived in the Albuquerque area (including
Sandoval County) for five years or less, or who are having major changes in their lives.
Make new friends and increase your social life. Sign up for monthly luncheons and
speakers, dining out, visits to area attractions, book and movie groups, bridge, bunco,
mah jongg, walking, wine tastings, etc. Singles’ and men’s groups. www.abqnewcomers@gmail.com. 321-6970.
First Tuesdays: Coronado Kennel Club Meeting. 7:30 p.m. All-breed kennel club.
Schedule changes in August and December. Call 867-4510 for meeting location.
Third Tuesdays: Sandia Vista Amateur Radio Club. 7 p.m. Help provide emergency
communications in Placitas. Become a “HAM” radio operator. We will help you get
your FCC license. Visitors welcome. Held at the Placitas Fire Station No. 41, Hwy 165,
near the Library. Info: sandiavista.net..
Fourth Tuesdays: Pathways: Wildlife Corridors of NM monthly meeting. 6:30 p.m.
Held at Placitas Community Center. Open to the public. pathwayswc.wordpress.com.
Fourth Tuesdays: Eastern Sandoval County Arroyo Flood Control Authority
(ESCAFCA) meeting. 6 p.m. Held in the Town of Bernalillo Council Chambers. Persons wishing to be on the agenda or persons with disabilities who need accommodations should call 771-7110 by the first Tuesday. Board meeting agenda is posted on the
ESCAFCA website (escafca.com) and at the front desk of the Town Hall by Friday preceding the meeting.
Fourth Tuesdays: Placitas Democrats and Friends. 6-7:30 p.m. Held at Placitas Community Library. Meetings are open to the public and feature candidates for local, state,
national offices. www.sandovaldemocrats.org, 259-5860.
Tuesdays: Haven House Domestic Violence Support Group for women whose lives
have been touched by domestic violence. 6:30-8:00 p.m. Topics include: Dynamics
of Domestic Violence, Safety Plans, Developing Healthy Relationships, and information
about available services. All sessions are confidential and free of charge. Held at Rio
Rancho First Baptist Church, corner of Route 528 and 19th Avenue. 896-4869 or 1800-526-7157.
Wednesdays: Seniors (62+) ride free on the Rail Runner. Bring valid photo ID
(with birthdate).
Wednesdays: Thinking Straight open meeting of Alcoholics Anonymous. 6-7 p.m.
Have a Desire to Stop Drinking? Celebrate Sobriety with us and learn how to stay
sober. Held at the First Assembly Church, 274 Camino Don Tomas (Room 8), Just
south of Highway 550 in Bernalillo. 266-1900.
Wednesdays: Cub Scout meetings. 6:30-7:30 p.m. Held at the LDS Church Center in
Bernalillo, west of I-25’s Exit 240. New members are always welcome. 867-4689, 8672047.
Wednesdays: Rotary Club of Rio Rancho Sunrise. 7 a.m. For breakfast, fellowship, a
great speaker, and a chance to get involved in local and worldwide service projects. At
Club Rio Rancho (used to be Chamisa Hills CC), 500 Country Club Drive, Rio Rancho. Info: Mac McKinney, 892-4313.
Wednesdays: Urban Horticulture Class Continuing Series. 1-3 p.m. Sponsored by
the SandovalMasterGardeners.org. Free and open to the public. Registration preferred.
SandovalMasterGardeners.org. Sandoval County Ext. Office, Bernalillo. 929-0414.
First Wednesdays: Free civil legal clinic offered. 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Held in the thirdfloor conference room of the Second District Courthouse, at the southwest corner of
Lomas and Fourth, NW. Free legal advice on a number of civil legal issues. No family
law services will be offered. Attendance is limited to the first 25 persons who qualify
for low-income assistance. Interpreters and bilingual attorneys will be on hand. Attendees should bring all of their paperwork. Expect about a thirty-minute, free legal consultation. 797-6077.

Thursdays: Using Microsoft Word at the Martha Liebert Public Library. 10 a.m.
Registration a must. 867-1440.

First and third Thursdays: Sandoval County Commission meeting. 6 p.m. Unless
otherwise noted, all meetings will be held in the Sandoval Administration Building,
1500 Idalia Road Building D, Bernalillo. Info or meeting agenda: www.sandovalcounty.com, 867-7500.
Second Thursday: The New Mexico Parkinson’s Coalition (NMPC) meets. 1:30-3
p.m. Held at Grace Outreach at 2900 Southern Boulevard SE in Rio Rancho. The
NMPC works to enhance the quality of life for individuals with Parkinson’s through
education, awareness and support for those with the disease. For more information,
call 219-5065 or visit the website: nmparkinson.org.
Third Thursdays: Placitas Community Library Board of Directors Meetings. At
the Placitas Community Library, 453 Hwy 165. 6:30 p.m. Open to the public. Meeting
agendas are posted at the library and Placitas Post Office.
Fourth Thursdays: Sandoval County Development Planning & Zoning Commission. 6 p.m. Held at the Sandoval County Administration Building, 1500 Idalia Road.,
Bldg. D, Bernalillo.
Last Thursdays: Sandoval County veteran’s outreach and business counseling. 11
a.m.-2 p.m. Held at 433 Meadowlark SE in Rio Rancho. All honorably-discharged veterans may be entitled to VA benefits and state Veteran benefits. Come learn about your
potential benefits. Bring your DD-214. 383-2414.
Fridays: Toddler Time at the Martha Liebert Public Library. 10 a.m. 867-1440.
Fridays: Sandoval County Stroke Support Group. 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Provides
weekly support to survivors of stroke, their caregivers, adult family members, and
health care providers. Water and light snacks provided. No charge for meetings. Social
outings arranged six times a year. Geri: 620-8802.
Fridays: Celebrate Recovery—12 steps to finding freedom from hurts, hang-ups,
and habits. 6:30 p.m. Held at the First Assembly Church, 274 Camino Don Tomas,
Bernalillo. 867-7226.
First Fridays: Monthly luncheon of the Democratic Party of Sandoval County.
11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Range Cafe in Bernalillo, 925 Camino del Pueblo. Sandoval Democrats gather once a month (most months) to welcome speakers, candidates, and government representatives. You pay for your lunch from the menu, or come for just the
meeting. www.sandovaldemocrats.org.
Second Fridays: Monthly meeting of the San-Bern Federated Republican Women.
11:30 a.m. The group offers meet-and-greet luncheons to discuss business and politics
for both Sandoval and Bernalillo County Republican interests. They aim to promote an
informed public through political education and activity. Republican women and men
are invited to attend. Held at Pelicans West. www.sanbernfrw.org, or call Julie Wright at
720-4883.
Saturdays: Wildflower walks on the Sandia Ranger District. Starting at 9 a.m.
There will be an amenity fee of three dollars. Be sure to bring a hat, water, and sunscreen. Sandia Ranger District: 281-3305.
Saturdays: Casa Rosa Food Bank. Open 9-11 a.m. Held in the pink house east of Las
Placitas Presbyterian Church at 640 Highway 165, six miles east of I-25. Community
outreach program provides nonperishable food items as well as dairy, frozen meats,
and fresh produce as available for Placitas residents in need. Donations, volunteers
welcome.
Saturdays: Village of Los Ranchos de Albuquerque Growers’ Market. Free. MayAug.—7 a.m.-noon. Sep.-Nov. 8 a.m.-noon. Fresh vegetable, fruits, herbs flowers,
jams, cheeses, arts and crafts. Live music. Voted “Best In City.”
Accepts WIC/Senior. At Village of Los Ranchos tennis court parking lot.
losranchosgrowersmarket.com.
Second and fourth Saturdays: Placitas Community Flea Market. 7 a.m.-1 p.m. Held
at Homestead Village on Highway 165 in beautiful Placitas. Vendor spaces are $10 for
each 10x15 space. Spaces are on a first come basis. We cannot sell food, beverages, or
firearms. Vendor set up time is from 5:30 a.m. Bring your own table, chairs and tents,
which must be weighted down in case the winds pick up. All vendor fees go to a
selected charitable organizations. For additional information, contact Nancy Holley at
515-4323.
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Third Saturdays: Rio Rancho Northwest Mesa NAACP meets. 11 a.m. Held at Don
Newton Community Center. Public is invited. www.rrnwmnaacp.org.
Sundays: Corrales Growers’ Market. 9-noon. Located at Corrales and Jones Road.
259-0203.
April 3: Jardineros de Placitas monthly meeting. 9:30 a.m. Held at Las Placitas
Presbyterian Church. This month features speaker Rev. Drew Henry speaking on “Celebrating 125 years, Remembering our Past, Looking to the Future.” Jardineros de Placitas is a social, benevolent, and charitable community-based organization for residents
of Placitas. In addition to monthly meetings, members support local community
organizations and participate in community service projects and twenty varied interest groups. www.jardinerosdeplacitas.org or contact Karen Cox at 867-2399.
April 5: Artist reception for Through the Grass and Beyond, photography on
wood by Dana Patterson Roth. 4-7 p.m. Held at Wild Hearts Gallery at Homestead
Village in Placitas. Show runs through April 21.
April 6: Authors Anthony Anella & Mark Childs will present their book Imagine
a City That Remembers: The Albuquerque Rephotography Project. 10 a.m. Held at
the Martha Liebert Public Library.
April 6: Music in Corrales. 7:30 p.m. Berta Rojas ranks among today’s foremost classical guitarists, renowned for her flawless technique and innate musicality. Held at Old
San Ysidro Church, 966 Old Church Road, Corrales. Info: Jannie Dusseau 890-5583 or
www.corraleshistory.org.
April 6: Mosaic New Mexico presents Passages. 2-4 p.m. Mosaic artists exhibit and
sale. Held at the Open Space Visitor’s Center Gallery, 6500 Coors Blvd. NW, Albuquerque, NM 87120. All are welcome; refreshments served. The exhibit is available for
viewing during regular gallery hours (Tuesday through Sunday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.)
through May 12.
April 7: Placitas drumming circle. 5-6 p.m. Held at the Placitas Community Library.
550-3704.
April 7: Artist reception for Greyshoes at Corrales Bosque Gallery. 2 p.m.
Greyshoes sculpts contemporary flowing forms inspired by the aesthetic motifs and
movements found in the ceremonial regalia and dances of his Native American heritage.
April 8: ES-CA Board Meeting (open to the public). 4:30-6:00 p.m. (note the laterthan-usual time) Held at the Placitas Community Library.
April 13: Symbols of NM with Diana Molina. 2 p.m. Learn about the icons and symbols of our regional heritage. Placitas Community Library, 453 State Highway 165.
867-3355.
April 13: Placitas Studio Tour Gala. 3-5 p.m. The Placitas Studio Tour and its artists
invite the public to attend a free gala reception in the Las Placitas Presbyterian Church
Fellowship Hall. Refreshments will be served and exhibiting artists will be present to
discuss their work with interested viewers.
April 14: Placitas Artist Series. Artist reception at 2 p.m.; concert at 3 p.m. Featuring
the Anderson Trio and all visual artists from the upcoming Placitas Studio Tour. The
concert and visual artist reception take place at Las Placitas Presbyterian Church in
the village of Placitas, located six miles east of I-25 on NM 165 (Exit 242). The facility
is completely accessible. For ticket information and further details, see page 2 of this
Signpost.
April 14: Sandoval County Historical Society presents “Cuba History,” by Esther
May Cordova. 2 p.m., Delavy House, Bernalillo. Historical Society archives and library
are open to members and the public for family research every Thursday morning 9
a.m.-Noon. Info: 867-2755.
April 20: KUPR goes Western—enjoy music by the award-winning trio “The
Cowboy Way” in an afternoon concert at Anasazi Fields in Placitas. 1-4 p.m. To
benefit KUPR radio’s building fund. $15/$20 includes dance lessons at 1 p.m.; concert
2-4 p.m. Live and silent auctions. Beer and wine available to purchase from Kaktus
Brewing Company. La Casita food truck on-site. 26 Camino de los Pueblitos, in Placitas. Tickets available at the Merc, Kaktus Brewing Company, and
BrownPaperTickets.com ($15 advance/$20 door).
April 23: Kite Workshop. 2-4 p.m. Design and make a kite. Registration a must. Held
at the Martha Liebert Public Library.
April 24: Trip to ¡Explora! 2-4 p.m. Drop-in, Hands on, Science Fun. Great time for all
ages. Meet at Martha Liebert Public Library.
April 25: Makerspace Creative Time – Shh, it’s a secret. 2-4 p.m. Held at the Martha
Liebert Public Library. Come join the fun.
April 26: Bricks 4 Kidz. Legos and Motors. Need I say more. 2-4 p.m. Ages 6 and
up. Held at the Martha Liebert Public Library.
April 26-27: Annual Spring Garden Fair & Plant Sale. Saturday 1-6 p.m.; Sunday 8noon. Huge selection of wonderful plants including Heirloom tomatoes, Locally–
Grown Bedding Plants, Roses, Annuals, Herbs and Perennials, Locally grown Xeric
Plants plus Dahlias, Daylilies, Hanging Baskets, Container Plants, African Violets and
Houseplants. The Albuquerque Garden Center 10120, Lomas Blvd NE. Free admission
and parking. Sponsored by the Council of Albuquerque Garden Clubs a 501 (c) 3 nonprofit organization. www.albuquerquegardencenter.org.
April 27: Free paper shredding event—donations to benefit local charity. 10 a.m.2 p.m. The shredding will take place in the parking lot behind the businesses at 200 S.
Camino Del Pueblo in Bernalillo. There is no fee, however a donation to Saint Vincent
de Paul of Bernalillo will go a long way to help local families in need.
April 27: Free paper shredding event—10 a.m.-1 p.m. At La Puerta Real Estate
Services, One Ridge Court, Placitas. Questions: 867-3388.
April 27: Re-wilding your yard: providing habitat for native bees and other
pollinators 2 p.m. Held at the Placitas Community Library.
April 28: Placitas History Project: The Battles of Adobe Walls. 2 p.m. Held at the
Placitas Library. Historian and author Michael Okeefe will discuss the battles of Adobe
Walls and their significance in the history of the Southwest and its peoples. 867-3355.
May 4 and 5: Corrales Art and Studio Tour (CAST). Annual community-wide, openstudios art event. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Visit working artist studios, learn about creative
processes, buy directly from local artists. CorralesSocietyofArtists.org
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CO M M U N I T Y
CE N TE R S

Bernalillo Senior Center activities
April 1: Painting with Bethanne, 10:00 a.m. coffee social, 12:30 p.m.
bingo
April 2: 10:00 a.m. line dancing, 12:30 p.m. senior advisory meeting, 1:00 p.m. power yoga
April 3: CLOSED for Staff Training
April 4: 10:00 a.m. group painting, 10:30 a.m. Mimi’s Café, 12:30
p.m. Mexican Train (dominoes), 12:30 p.m. crochet with Liz
April 5: 9:00 a.m. Walmart, 12:30 p.m. billiards, 1:00 p.m. popcorn
and games
April 8: Painting with Bethanne, 10:00 a.m. coffee social, 12:30 p.m.
bingo
April 9: 9:00 a.m. Fenton lake picnic, 10:00 a.m. line dancing, 12:30
p.m. crafts with Janet, 1:00 p.m. power yoga
April 10: 10:00 a.m. line dancing, 12:30 p.m. bingo, 1:30 p.m. tai chi
April 11: 10:00 a.m. group painting, 12:30 p.m. Mexican Train
(dominoes), 12:30 p.m. crochet with Liz, 1:00 p.m. Dollar Tree
April 12: 9:00 a.m. Chimayo Museum, 12:30 p.m. billiards
April 14: 1:30 p.m. Sandoval Historic Society
April 15: 9:00 a.m. Walmart, 10:00 a.m. coffee social, 12:30 p.m.
bingo

April 16: 10:00 a.m. line dancing, 11:00 a.m. Cheddar’s and Century
Rio, 12:30 p.m. crafts with Janet, 1:00 p.m. power yoga
April 17: 9:00 a.m. Echo commodities, 10:00 a.m. line dancing, 1:30
p.m. tai chi
April 18-19: CLOSED for Spring Break
April 22: 10:00 a.m. coffee social, 12:30 p.m. bingo
April 23: 10:00 a.m. line dancing, 12:30 p.m. senior advisory meeting, 1:00 p.m. power yoga
April 24: 8:00 a.m. train to Albuquerque, 10:00 a.m. line dancing,
1:30 p.m. Tai Chi
April 25: 10:00 a.m. group painting, 12:30 p.m. Mexican Train
(dominoes), 12:30 p.m. crochet with Liz, 1:00 p.m. local shopping
April 26: 10:30 a.m. billiards game day, 12:30 p.m. birthday social,
1:00 p.m. birthday bingo
April 28: 1:30 p.m. Philharmonic Orchestra
April 29: 10:00 a.m. coffee social, 12:30 p.m. bingo
April 30: 9:00 a.m. Salinas Pueblo National Monument, 10:00 a.m.
line dancing, 1:00 p.m. power yoga

Placitas Community Center activities
WEEKLY PROGRAMS:
Monday: 9:30 a.m. yoga, 11:15 a.m.
enhanced fitness, 1:30 p.m. qi gong (starting April 8)
Tuesday: 8:15 a.m. Pilates, 9:30 a.m. Zumba,
12:30 p.m. billiards, 1:00 p.m. Bingo, second
and forth Tuesdays 2:30 p.m. fused glass
workshop
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m. Project Linus blanket
making, 1:00 p.m. cards, 9:00 a.m.-1:45
p.m. billiards, 2:00 p.m. chair yoga, 3:30
p.m. tai chi
Thursday: 8:15 a.m. Pilates, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
yoga, 11:15 a.m. enhanced fitness, 1:00-4:30
p.m. beading class, 1:30-3:30 p.m. Beyond
the Brush/Mixed Media
Friday: 8:00 a.m. Zumba, 9:30 a.m. having
fun with clay, 9:30 a.m. painting open workshop, 12:00-1:00 p.m. enhanced fitness, 1:30
p.m. billiards

All seniors 60+ join us for lunch and enjoy
our new serve your own salad bar.
SPECIAL CLASSES/EVENTS:
April 2: 9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. haircuts by
appointment only
April 3: center closed
April 5: 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Health Awareness Day: open gym, Zumba, blood pressure check, medication checks, essential oil
demo, Chinese herbalist, enhanced fitness,
food demo with air fryer, chair massages,
yoga (call for times)
April 8: 12:30 p.m. grocery shopping at
Walmart and Albertson’s
April 10: 10:30 a.m. billiards game day
April 11: 9:30 a.m. fused glass shopping trip
in Santa Fe
April 12: 9:00 a.m. trip to Chimayo.
April 16: 9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. haircuts by

appointment only, 10:00 a.m.to 12:00 p.m.
Sandoval County Treasures department on
site
April 17: 11:30 a.m. Easter luncheon
potluck
April 18-19: center closed
April 24: 11:00 a.m. health checks by volunteer fire department, 11:30 a.m. birthday
social
April 25: 12:30 p.m. tour of Alameda Greenhouse
April 26: 9:00 a.m. trip to Gathering of
Nations in Albuquerque
April 29: 12:30 p.m. Card making class
April 30: 8:00 a.m. trip to Chaco Canyon
For further information on all events, contact the Placitas Community Center at 8671396 and pick up the complete newsletter at
site located at 41 Camino de las Huertas.

Corrales Senior Center activities
Activities include exercise classes, yoga, line dancing, Latin
Dance/Salsa dancing, aerobics, Bingo, board games, ceramics, arts
and crafts, billiards, music, and computer and Spanish classes.
Activities vary month to month. The Center also celebrates special
events, and holds holiday parties, birthday socials, dances, and
informal presentations.
AGE REQUIREMENTS: 60+ years
OPERATION TIME:
Monday through Friday,
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
LOCATION: 4324-A Corrales Road, Corrales

ONGOING:
Open gym equipment, pool table available daily.
MONDAYS: Bingo, ceramics class
TUESDAys: Morning Aerobics, Spanish class
Wednesdays: Morning yoga, morning computer class, Bingo,
ceramics class, afternoon Latin
dance (Salsa)
Thursdays: Morning Aerobics,
Spanish class
FRIDAYS: Bingo, ceramics class

Icons and symbols of the
borderlands
~JUDY GAJKOWSKI, PLACITAS COMMUNITY LIBRARY
Join Diana Molina for a program featuring an eclectic, multifaceted portrayal of our regional heritage through symbols
and iconographic representations, sometimes with a distinctly
modern twist. Diana’s visual presentation will include photos
and artwork that illustrate well-known and lesser-known symbols. The Virgin of Guadalupe, Pancho Villa, and the Mimbres
Rock Art are images that represent tradition, history, contemporary culture, and nature.
Come to the Placitas Community Library, 453 State Highway 165, on April 13, at 2:00 p.m., for a new look at the icons
and symbols of our regional heritage. For more information,
call 867-3355. This program is made possible through the support of the New Mexico Humanities Council and the National
Endowment for the Humanities.

THE TUMBLEWEEDS

—by Rudi Klimpert

Call the Center for the Activities
Schedule at (505) 897-3818.

Sandoval County Senior Centers’ lunch menu
April 1: Spaghetti and meatballs, steamed Italian veggies, garden
salad with dressing, garlic toast, fruit cocktail
April 2: Pineapple glazed chicken, steamed rice, steamed green
beans, garden with dressing, whole-wheat roll, pears
April 3: Bi-Annual Training—Placitas senior center closed
April 4: Frito pie, chuchkwagon corn, shredded lettuce/diced
tomato, garden salad with dressing, flour tortilla, honeydew
melon
April 5: Tuna and egg salad sandwich, creamy cuke and garden
salad, fresh orange, and oatmeal cookie
April 8: Meatball sandwich on a hoagie roll, buttered orzo,
steamed California veggies, three-bean salad, pears
April 9: Breakfast for lunch, sausage, egg, and cheese burrito with
green chili sauce, breakfast potatoes, grilled spinach mushroom,
onion, orange juice
April 10: Salisbury steak with mushroom gravy, mashed potatoes, steamed carrots and peas, garden salad with dressing, biscuit, pineapple spear
April 11: Chicken taco salad with cheese, tomatoes, olives, green
onions and tortilla chips, cowboy caviar, salsa and sour cream,
apple slices

April 12: Green chile
cheese enchiladas, refried
beans, chuckwagon corn,
garden salad, shredded
lettuce/tomato, mandarin
oranges
April 15: Beef stroganoff
over noodles, steamed
Gotta say, the kid’s
broccoli, garden salad
really got style!
with dressing, wholewheat roll, peaches
April 16: Chicken a la King, steamed Brussels sprouts, garden
salad with dressing, garlic breadstick, fruit cocktail and cake
April 17: Baked pork chop, steamed rice, green beans almandine,
garden salad with dressing, biscuit, applesauce
April 18-19: All Sandoval senior centers closed
April 22: Baked chicken with gravy, steamed brown rice, steamed
green beans, garden salad with dressing, garlic breadstick , pears
April 23: Chef ’s salad with turkey, ham, tomato, cheese and egg,
croutons/club crackers, peaches, banana pudding

April 24: Roasted pork loin, steamed rice, steamed peas, garden
salad with dressing, whole-wheat roll, baked cinnamon apples
April 25: Meatloaf, mashed potatoes and gravy, steamed mixed
veggies, garden salad with dressing, whole-wheat roll, orange
April 26: Pulled pork sandwich, yellow rice, steamed corn,
coleslaw, fruit cocktail
April 29: Chicken fried steak, mashed potatoes and gravy,
steamed cauliflower, garden salad with dressing, biscuit, peaches
April 30: Sweet and sour chicken, asian noodles, steamed green
beans, garden salad with dressing, fresh tangerine, fortune
cookies
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ANIMAL NEWS
Re-wilding your yard: providing habitat
for native bees and other pollinators
~ANNE GREY FROST

The Placitas Elementary School went on a local field trip to the Placitas
Community Library to see their work being displayed in the March library
art exhibit "Art in the Square." Pictured is the kindergarten class with
teacher's aide, Patricia Santoscoy, admiring their artwork.

Logan Giese wins music scholorship
The Albuquerque Concert Band (ACB), a nonprofit organization, will be
performing a free concert at the Eldorado High School Performing Arts
Center, on April 7, from 3:00 to 4:00 p.m., to feature the 2019 Bruce Kroken
Scholarship winner, percussionist Logan Giese.
Each year, ACB gives a $1,000 scholarship award to a New Mexico high
school senior who is involved with his or her school’s music program. This
year’s winner, Logan Giese, is a senior at Rio Rancho High School with a
specialty in percussion. He has been in the school’s jazz band and
advanced wind symphony for three years as well as the marching band
for four. After high school, this gifted musician plans to major in Music
Education at New Mexico State University, where he will be pursuing his
bachelor’s degree. He aspires to become a band director.
The ACB is a 501 (c) 3 non-profit organization. Concerts are free and
open to the public. Donations are gratefully accepted, are tax deductible.

Have you ever wondered why plant blossoms are different colors, different
shapes, bloom at different times of the year, and have noticeably different scents
at different times of the day? Plants bloom, offering sweet nectar and pollen to
bee visitors. Only the most inviting blossoms are visited by bees, where they sip
on nectar, taking sticky pollen grains away with them on their body hairs. The
dance of bee in blossom continues, when some of the pollen rubs off onto
another blossom and fuses with the female parts in the blossom to make seeds.
The cycle of life continues.
New Mexico’s 1,100 species of native bees are all different sizes, shapes,
tongue lengths, and hairiness with diverse resource needs. Our four thousand
native plants provide healthy nectar, pollen, and oils for all these pollinators.
Most native bees are solitary, with the female living four-to-eight weeks. In her
life span she must emerge, mate, find or make a brood chamber, collect pollen to
feed her young, and complete her life span. Our high-desert landscape provides
dry ground for 75 to eighty percent of our native bees. These bees make brood
chambers in the ground, some in clay soil, others in sand, on the side of swales
or in your hard-pack walkways. The rest of our native bees make their brood
chambers in yucca stalks, cactus pads, beetle holes in trees, broken twigs, and
any screw or nail hole you may have made in fence posts or portal beams
Each one of us can help these pollinators. The wilder and woolier your yard,
the more inviting it will be to the myriad insects who call New Mexico home.
Come learn some simple ways you can attract native bees and other pollinators
and beneficial insects into your yard by providing healthy foraging plants and
habitat for ground nesting and cavity nesting bees. Start with what you have.
You don’t need a huge yard to help provide much needed resources.
On April 27, at 2:00 p.m., at the Placitas Community Library, Lu Lu Sage will
share her observations in evolving her yard as a native habitat for pollinators as
well as beneficial insects for over 15 years, enjoying the flights of fancy from all
the creatures who visit, helping to slow her racing mind, heart and breath.
Sage will also conduct a workshop on how to construct and maintain brood
boxes, reed bundles, and stalk corrals for our cavity-nesting native bees.

Rio Rancho resident Laine Spurlock
selected Youth of the Year
~JOANIE GRIFFIN

Cub scouts visit the Bernalillo Police department;
they liked getting on the ATVs with lights flashing.

Scout news
~DAVID GARDNER
At the end of February, the scouts were pleased to invite many who had
supported Pack 708 during the past year by providing instructions and
facilities to our programs. Among those recognized were Mayor Torrez
and Councilman Prairie from the Town of Bernalillo. In March, the scouts
visited the Bernalillo Police Department where they were able to interview
Officers Vigil and Carter and Sergeant Tyler, learn more about the services
provided by the police, and tour the facilities.
For the March pack meeting, the scouts met at a private swimming
pool in Placitas to practice skills and safety in the water. In April, we look
forward to learning about personal finances with a game and instruction
provided by the Bank of Albuquerque. We also have plans for more outdoor activities.
The boys in Troop 708 have chosen their patrol officers and have plans
for hikes, swimming, and camping, as they also advance in service, first
aid, and citizenship. Meetings for boys and girls ages 7 to 11 and for boys
11 to 18 are held every Wednesday, and visitors are welcome. For information, call Amanda at 507-1305 or David at 867-4689.

The Boys & Girls Club Youth of the
Year competition was this past
month. Since 1947, Youth of the Year
has been the Club’s premier recognition program, celebrating the extraordinary achievements of Club
members. As the New Mexico
winner, Spurlock was awarded $6,000
in scholarships.
Spurlock is a junior at Rio Rancho
High School. She attributes Boys &
Girls Club to providing the support
needed to overcome opioid addiction.
Her goal in being selected Youth of
the Year is to bring attention to
mental health challenges that young
people face. She is hoping to inspire
medical professionals to add mental
Laine Spurlock,
health examinations to standard
Youth of the Year
physicals for youth.
Adding to her selection was Spurlock’s extracurricular activities. She is active
in many of her school’s band and music programs. At the Boys & Girls Club, she
is President of the Keystone Club, which is a leadership program for teenaged
Club youth that focuses on community service. Spurlock plans on attending
college to become a forensic scientist.
As Youth of the Year, Spurlock will go to Dallas in June to compete for the
Regional Southwest title of Youth of the Year against other state winners.
“As Youth of the Year, Laine embodies the values of leadership, service,
academic excellence, and healthy lifestyles,” said Pamela Weese-Powell, Interim
CEO of Boys & Girls Club of Central New Mexico. “She is a role model for the
Boys & Girls Clubs and is one of hundreds of examples of the positive impact
the organization has on the lives of young people.”
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LALO’S
PET
PRINTS
Email your animal
photos to “Lalo” at:
email@sandovalsignpost.com

Hey, that ain’t no
Mountain Chickadee! It’s a
male White-crowned Sparrow!
Duh!

A N I M A L H OT L I N E
A service to help reunite lost and found pets
with their people.
If you lose or find an animal in Sandoval County,
email the information to:

email@sandovalsignpost.com

“Lalo”

We will place it in the upcoming issue’s
Classified section at no charge.
If the animal you reported no longer needs
attention, please email the Signpost by the 20th
of the month to have the listing not included
in the upcoming issue.
The Animal Hotline is a free service of the Signpost.

Excellent care for your family pet
Coronado Pet Hospital is a state-of-the-art, clean, and comfortable
veterinary clinic with a wide variety of veterinary services for total pet care.
Coronado's compassionate and experienced staff is fully equipped to
treat dogs, cats, and many exotic species with general and emergency
veterinary services, surgery, dental care, and prescription pet foods.
A beautiful silver fox stops by my place in Placitas, early morning.
—ALL PHOTOS BY STEVE PALMER

Stop by to meet our staff or call for an appointment today.

Conveniently located at
4192 Hwy 528 (just South of 550)
Rio Rancho, NM 87144

Call 505-771-3311
My buddy, “Robert,” stops by for a night snack.

“Hank,” the big black bear, at my friend’s house in
the Village of Placitas, early October, 2018.

Open: Mon-Fri 8am-6pm • Saturdays 8am-4pm
Closed Sundays and major holidays

A buzzard catching some rays by my Placitas home.
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ANIMALS
Paws N’ Claws Pet Care
In-Home Pet Care serving:
Placitas, Rio Rancho & Corrales
Overnight Pet Care serving: Santa Fe

C L A SS I F I E D S
To place a classified ad,
email your ad or questions to:
email@sandovalsignpost.com
(Includes a free posting on the Signpost website.)
For further information, visit:
www.sandovalsignpost.com
or call the Signpost office at 505-867-3810.

ANIMALS

C L A SS E S

~ CO N T I N U E D ~

~ CO N T I N U E D ~

RESPONSIBLE PET- & HOUSE-SITTER AVAILABLE—
Responsible, mature woman seeks house-sitting position.
Pets and barn animals lovingly cared for. Short and
long-term situations. References. Please call Lois at
575-519-8498.

Pet Sitting • Pet Waste Removal

505-440-0875
PawsNClaws02@gmail.com
Deb Stichmann

ANIMAL HOTLINE—LOST DOG?—There's a dog
running around Placitas Trails Road and Camino Conejo.
Mostly black with white face and paws.

Licensed/Insured

ALL CREATURES PETSITTING. Loving, fun care.
Vacation, business, emergencies. Placitas/Bernalillo.
Call Karen at 977-0426.

CLEAN INg

A N N O U N CE M E N T S
bernalillopetcarecenter.com

HOUND DAWG
House & Pet Sitters

• In-Home & Overnight Pet Care
• Dog Walking Services
• Experienced Horse People
• 25 Years Experience in
Adopting, Rescuing and Caring
for Horses, Cats & Dogs
• Retired Couple
• Longtime Placitas Residents

Now Open in Placitas

FINANCIAL INVESTOR’S COFFEE CLUB IN
PLACITAS—Lonnie Brink, a local Edward Jones financial
advisor, will host a Coffee Club at 9:30 a.m. on Thursday,
January 17 (the third Thursday of every month) at the
Placitas Cafe. Seating may be limited. To reserve a seat,
call Melanie at (505) 867-9635.

DESERT FLOWER CARPET & STEAM CLEANING
CARPET AND FURNITURE SPECIALISTS
We steam clean wool and silk area rugs, too,
plus your tile, grout and stone
867-4493 • www.desertflowercleancarpets.com

The Art Of
Cleaning A Home
• Insured
• References
• Member of ARCSI
• Certified Cleaners

A RT / M U S I C
CALL
505-264-2886
Bonded & Insured

~ ARTIST(S) WANTED ~
to conduct PAINT by DESIGN events
in the Village of Corrales. Dates/times tbd.
Call 505-898-5252

Bridget Cobb—Proprietor

Camp Pa sitive

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL—JUNE 17TH-JUNE 21ST

Make a reservation for your pup to come play with us.

from 4-6 pm for kids from ages 4-12 at First Baptist
Church of Bernalillo at 800 S. Camino del Pueblo.
Contact the church 867-8807 for more information.

C L A SS E S

NON-LETHAL SNAKE REMOVAL
~ ~ ~ Any kind of snake ~ ~ ~
Donations accepted for payment.

Call Moises—321-3600

WILDLIFE RESCUE—Call 505-344-2500.
An all-volunteer wildlife rescue program to assist injured
or orphaned wildlife. A service of the Rio Grande Nature
Center in Albuquerque, New Mexico.

—“ANIMALS,” continued next column

PLACITAS HOUSEKEEPING

C H U RC H N E W S

Where your dog can come stay and play
Offering day camp and overnights at our home.
150 Camino de la Rosa Castilla
Phone: 867-4408

Call for Free Estimate
(505) 818-4348 • michaelleaburns@gmail.com

Chris Livingston, Master Music Instructor
Want to learn Piano, Guitar, Bass, Ukulele or Theory?
Like Jazz, Rock, Classical, Funk? What’s your Style?

Call Chris for LESSONS in his home or yours!
B.A. in Music • 20 yrs. Instructor & Performer
Certified in Early Childhood Teaching
Reasonable rates • Gentle approach to teaching/learning

505-980-4322 • Chrisguitarpiano@gmail.com
—“CLASSES,” continued next column
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Local resident • 25 years experience
References provided • Placitas area
Lesia Graham — 448-1152 / 415-2680

ROSA’S HOUSECLEANING SERVICE, LLC
~ Family Business in Bernalillo ~
Licensed • Free Estimates
References Provided

505-379-8652 • 505-990-2053

THANK YOU for your support
of Signpost advertisers.
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FOR SALE:
HOMES / LAND
TUNNEL SPRINGS COMPOUND WITH VIEWS OF
FIVE MOUNTAINS—The main house has remodeled
kitchen, master bath and a newer dining room while the
compound includes modern charming Casita, studio,
workshop and two car garage. Bring your talents to this
true artist’s haven! No CC&R’s. Asking $575,000. Call
Porter 263-3662, La Puerta Real Estate Services, LLC
867-3388.

WILD CHERRY FARMS IN THE VILLAGE—Five lots
with shared well, underground power and natural gas.
Great western and mountain views tucked in among the
fruit and cottonwood trees. Asking $82,000 per lot. Porter
263-3662, La Puerta Real Estate Services, LLC -867-3388.

FOR SALE:
HOMES / LAND

g RO U N D W O R K :
/ LANDSCAPING

~ CO N T I N U E D ~

~ CO N T I N U E D ~

CONVENIENT 4 BR IN PLACITAS—$260,000. Sweet
Sandia views from this 2,500 sq. ft., 4 bdrm, 3 bath home
on 1.3 acres with room for horses and other animals!
Oversize 2-car garage. Placitas Realty 867-8000 Dave 2632266.

FOR SALE
M I S CE L L A N E O U S
~ VISTA HILLS STORAGE AUCTION ~
We will be hosting a single-unit auction at
Vista Hills Storage, 128 Frontage Rd. NE, Rio Rancho
April 6th, 2019, at 10:00 a.m. All are welcome.

DALE’S TREE SERVICE—Pruning, removals, stumps,
hauling and mowing. 28 years experience. Dale Roberts,
505-473-4129 or 505-977-1981.

BLOOMING NATIVE GARDENS
PROFESSIONAL XERISCAPE DESIGN,
INSTALLATION & MAINTENANCE
•
•
•
•
•
•

Xeriscape design, installation & maintenance
Installation & repair of irrigation & water features
Over 30 yrs experience in native/non-native plants
Offering maintenance schedule to fit your needs
10% off Spring Clean-up for new Placitas customers
Installation from sod & plants to flagstone patios
& block walls

BASED IN PLACITAS • CALL NOW TO SCHEDULE
FUTON FOR SALE—Excellent condition, beautiful mattress design on Cherry Wood Frame. Will include extra
pad, mattress cover, sheets for double-size bed. Futon is
great for child's or guest bedroom. Asking price $400
OBO. Call 505-867-2705.

APPROXIMATELY 7’ X 7.5’ LUXURIOUS KING-SIZED
BED—Fine condition. Wood-and-black leather headboard
and frame. High mattress. $500 or best offer. 3 tall
wooden swivel barstools. $25 each OBO. Call Peter @
867-3189.

PLACITAS—RARE 7.5+ ACRE PARCEL
Freedom to breathe, garden, keep horses, and more. The property
is subdivided into three 2.5-acre lots with 60-mile sunset views.
Buy one or have all three at a 10% discount. Shared well and
utilities are ready (including buried wire for cable TV/Internet).
The 560-acre Placitas Open Space is right next door.

Contact Sandy Poling—505-250-0879
sandy@PlacitasProperty.com
www.PlacitasProperty.com

505-440-0875
Visit our website: bloomingnativegardens.com
Recommended by Angie’s List • References furnished • Lic/Ins

FOREVERBLOOM—A HORTICULTURE AND
ARBORICULTURE BUSINESS. Services include:
Consulting, landscape design, plant care, pre-purchase
inspection and selection. Disease and pest infestation
control. Tree appraisals and landscape restoration.
30 yrs. exp. Please give me a call—Virginia Escamilla at
505-379-8890.

Rebuilding Together Sandoval County
CHARITY SALE—854 Camino Don Tomas, Bernalillo
Store hours: Every Friday & Saturday 10 AM to 2 PM
Open for business and to accept donations every
Friday and Saturday. New items arriving weekly.
Deliver donations to facility during store hours on
Friday or Saturday, or contact Janice at 867-1139
or help@rebuildingtogethersandoval.org.
Donations are tax deductible as allowed by law.
We will provide you with a tax receipt.

La Puerta Real Estate Service, LLC, 867-3388

48 ACRES IN PLACITAS!—$399,900. 19 platted lots with
2 beautiful ridges, located on paved road, west of the Village of Placitas. This 48 acres is already subdivided into
19 home sites. Placitas Realty 867-8000 Dave Harper 2632266.

FOR SALE
VEHICLES
2005 BMW M3 SOFT TOP CONVERTIBLE
Separate, coupe-style hard top (easy on and off)
110,000 miles • $15,000

FIXER UPPER—5 ACRES $219,000—Level land in Placitas with a 1,590 sq. ft. home that needs work. Land can
be easily divided into 2 lots! Brand new 520-foot-deep
well! Located just 1,000 feet from Public Land! Placitas
Realty 867-8000 Dave 263-2266.

5 ACRES IN PLACITAS $45,000—Mesa and. mountainviews! Backing up to thousands of acres of Public Land!
Paved road. Placitas Realty 867-8000, Dave Harper 2632266.

NORTHERN NM STYLE! $449,000—Energy efficient,
straw bale construction in Placitas, 3813 sq. ft. with 3 BR +
office, great rm, 2nd living rm, 2.5 baths, 2-car garage and
outstanding mesa views! Contact Dave 263-2266, Placitas
Realty 867-8000.

Call 270-2649

g RO U N D W O R K :
/ LANDSCAPING
Tom Mankowsky

Lic.#29769

LAWN SPRINKLERS

—“FOR SALE: HOMES / LAND,” continued next column

SAVE 10% off our already competitive prices
when you MENTION this SIGNPOST AD!

Repairs / Installation • 892-7215 or 250-0301

NOW is a great time to SAVE MONEY
on Landscaping, Concrete Work, Paved Patios,
Patio Covers, Gravel Work & more!

Yo u n g G u n s Ya r d C o n t r o l

We’re specialists in Landscaping & Outdoor Living
If you can imagine it, we can create it.

Yard Work / Landscaping / Gravel Delivery

Sprinkler & Drip Systems
Concrete, Flagstone & Brick Work
Block Walls & Stucco Work • Additions & Remodels
Kiva Fireplaces, Banco Seating, Outdoor Kitchens
Portals, Patio Covers, Decks, Retaining Walls
Terracing , Sod, Gravel & Planting

Tractor Work • Dump Runs • Tree Trimming
PLACITAS HOMESTEADS $59,000—2-acre lot with
water, power, phone, cable and natural gas. Sandia views
and dramatic views of the sunsets and city lights! Bank
financing available! Placitas Realty 867-8000 Dave Harper
263-2266.

WHELCHEL
Landscaping and Construction Co.

& More! • Placitas & Sandoval County

CALL (505) 699-4923
Antonio Dominguez

Call 221-8052 for free estimate

—“GROUND WORK / LANDSCAPING,” continued next column

References/Pictures on Request • www.nmlandscaping.com
Licensed/Bonded/Insured/Lic. #60178
A-Rating - Angie’s List • AAA - Better Business Bureau
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H E A LT H / S P I R I T
/ BEAUTY
MASSAGE AND REFLEXOLOGY—Call Evelyn Clark
505-670-5683. Info at: bodyshopbysusan.com. Lic. #MT4354.

Mindful Strokes MOBILE MASSAGE

Chair or Table to You! Your place or ABQ location.

RiverStoneCate.com • 505-401-4015 Lic. #MT4607
Craniosacral & Certified Lymphatic Massage
CBD Herbal Therapy • Fragrance-Free Office

Placitas Del Salon
SPRING OPEN HOUSE!
YOU’RE INVITED—Fri, Apr 19 • 3-7pm
Refreshments • Raffle Prizes • Discounts on Services
Hair Product Presentations • Eyebrow Services
ARBONNE R9 Skincare • Stop by!

FOUND—A LOST EARRING AT CHURCH OF
CHRIST IN BERNALILLO —A woman who visited the
Church of Christ in Bernalillo was looking for her earring
and said she lived behind Placitas Realty, but didn’t leave
her name. To describe the earring and claim, please call
Marvine at 771-0743.

S E R V I CE S
DRIVER WITH CARGO VAN
SPRING CLEAN-UP—Dump Runs • Yard Debris
Transport • Store Pick-up • Timely/Reliable • Fair Price

Call Greg—505-867-5975

APRIL RESCREENING SPECIAL! INSURED!
2 CUSTOM SCREENS—$99*
Any size! *Up to 6 sq. ft.!

INSURED!
INSURED!

Construction • Framing • Home maintenance • Carpentry
Painting/Staining • Wood restoration • Interior trim/moulding
Drywall/Drywall repair • Texturing • Mold remediation
Custom window screens & rescreening
Baseboards • Window cleaning • Stucco
Tree Pruning • Landscaping • Gardening
Trash removal • Demolition • General labor

GREAT LOCAL REFERENCES • FREE ESTIMATES!

505-377-7488 • eligamayhew@yahoo.com

High Noon

~ Call for Pool Closings
& Equipment Upgrades

Pest Control

~ Service Maintenance

505-269-0603

505-933-1767

• No Long-term Contracts
• Rodent Exclusion • Snake Control
www.HighNoonPestControl.com
DAVID PERKINS • LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

A Full Service Salon • 505-867-6361
221 Hwy. 165, Ste. I, Placitas 87043 • Next to “Alive Fitness Studio”
PlacitasDelSalon@gmail.com • www.PlacitasDelSalon.com

HOUSE PAINTING—40 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
Hello, I’m Steve Russo. I live in Placitas and specialize in residential interior and small exterior painting. I’m neat, reliable, and
will give you a free written estimate. Call anytime 908-278-8785

PLACITAS CHIROPRACTIC
505-620-3312
Dr. Mary Lou Skelton

HOMEOWNERS’ HANDYMAN SERVICES—Carpentry,
decks, doors, landscaping, painting, tile, windows. Free
estimates. Call 505-313-1929.

C aregiver

25 years experience
excellent references
elderly / disabled
will work in your home
Available Sun. thru Sat. • 7 Days A Week

Call (505) 220-1167 or (505) 867-9092

THANK YOU
for your support
of Signpost advertisers.
—“SERVICES,” continued next column

—“SERVICES,” continued next page

WINDOW
BOX
CAPERS
—by Rudi Klimpert
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Placitas

Pool & Spa Service
✃

Complete
Service • Repair • Maintenance

797-9680

HA
H
AN
NDYMA
DY
YM
MA
AN
N

Adobe Handyman Services
I do it alll!
Tile Framing Drywall
Stucco Plaster Painting
Windows Doors Roofs
Stonework Adobe Landscaping
No
small
No job
job ttoo
oo sm
all!
FREE
ESTIMATES!
FREE E
ST
S
TIMA
AT
TES!
Call
Scott
Call S
cotttt 3600-2394
40-5269

Pool & Spa Techs

Clip This Ad and Place on Refrigerator for Future Reference

M & T STUCCO
If we can patch it,
we can match it!

O'HARA PAINTING—Quality craftsmanship.
Professional service. Clean and efficient. Low VOC
paint products. Licensed, Bonded and Insured. Check
references at: nextdoor.com. Call Kieran O'Hara for a
free estimate. 505-699-6253 (land lines: dial 505).

Painting by
United Services
Residential • Commercial
All Paints & Refinishes • Int./Ext.
General Maintenance
Handyman • Stucco Repairs

505.250.6646
Licensed, Insured & Bonded

Patch & Small Re-Stucco
Drywall & Insulation
Tile & Blockwork for Walls
and more!

W A N TE D

“A little bit of everything!”
—GROWER WANTED—
Looking for a sprinkler-watered field to grow
in Algodones/Placitas area at no cost?
Contact Steven Barshop, 323-939-9251

Great local references
Satisfied customers in
Placitas • Bernalillo • Sandoval Cty
MATTHEW GURULE & TIM GURULE

Call for an estimate today!

867-6381 • 910-9420

Read Signpost back issues and more at www.sandovalsignpost.com

“COYOTE”

—A stereogram by Gary Priester

TO VIEW THE STEREOGRAM: Hold the image close to your wide open eyes and look “through” the image, not focusing on it,
then slowly move the image away maintaining the blurred focus. Let your brain work to see the hidden image in 3D.
Visit: facebook.com/Eyetricks3DStereograms to see images that change each week or visit: eyetricks-3d-stereograms.com.
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