APRIL 2019
at PCL
Apr 12

Artists’ Public Reception: Beyond Realism: Abstract
Art, 5 - 7:00 PM -See p. 5

Apr 13

Icons and Symbols of the Borderlands, with Diana
Molina. 2:00 PM -See p. 6

Apr 18

Board of Directors Meeting, 6:00 PM -See p. 3

Apr 20

Book/Bake/Plant SALE! 10 AM - 5 PM -See p. 2

Apr 21

LIBRARY CLOSED

Apr 27

Re-Wilding Your Yard: Providing Habitat for Native
Bees and Other Pollinators, with Lu Lu Sage, 2:00
PM -See p. 7

Apr 28

The Battles of Adobe Walls, with Michael O’Keefe,
2:00 PM -See p. 8

HOURS
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Saturday
Sunday

10 – 7
10 – 5
10 – 5
10 – 5
1–4

To go to our website, click:

www.placitaslibrary.com

WHAT’S INSIDE
Adult Programing
Art Exhibit
Children’s Book News
Christine’s Corner
Kids’ Column
Susanne’s Selections
and more!
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5
5
12
2
11
9

453 Hwy 165  P O Box 445  Placitas NM 87043  505-867-3355  www.placitaslibrary.com

― George Orwell, from 1984

Christine Mathias, Library Director
n November, the people of Sandoval County voted in favor of General Obligation
(GO) Bonds for libraries, which gives us funding to purchase materials and resources for our
patrons, including books, DVDs, and databases. So why, you may be wondering, have we not
put any new DVDs on the shelves since August? There is a delay between when the GO Bonds
were approved, and when we actually have access to the funds.
Things are finally moving forward, and we should be able to make
some much-needed purchases to put new resources on our shelves
within the next month. Hurray!
If you have any suggestions for the collection, please let me or
anyone at the help desk know. We want to make purchases of items that our community
will actually use, so I really appreciate your input.
As a reminder, GO Bonds are how we keep books on the shelves, but they may not
be used for most operating expenses, like electricity, cleaning supplies, or salaries. We
rely on your donations to keep this library going.

Don’t Go into the Library
The library is dangerous—
Don’t go in. If you do
You know what will happen.
It’s like a pet store or a bakery—
Every single time you’ll come out of there
Holding something in your arms.
Those novels with their big eyes.
And those no-nonsense, all muscle
Greyhounds and Dobermans,
All non-fiction and business,
Cuddly when they’re young,
But then the first page is turned.
The doughnut scent of it all, knowledge,
The aroma of coffee being made
In all those books, something for everyone,
The deli offerings of civilization itself.
The library is the book of books,
Its concrete and wood and glass covers
Keeping within them the very big,
Very long story of everything.
The library is dangerous, full
Of answers. If you go inside,
You may not come out
The same person who went in.

— Alberto Álvaro Ríos

It’s not my music,
I got it from the
people and I will be
paying interest on
that loan for the
rest of my life.

— Hugh
Masakela
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I have always imagined that paradise will be a kind of library. — Jorge Luis Borges

Flyer: C. Mathias

A lot of people ask
me if I were shipwrecked and could
only have one book,
what would it be?
I always say, “How to
Build a Boat.”
— Stephen Wright

Board of Directors
Meeting
Thursday, April 18
6:00 PM
The public is welcome. Agendas are posted
on placitaslibrary.com and at the library.

“Let the record show we have six ‘ayes’
and one nose wiggle.”

An update from the

Apr 5
“Through the Grass and Beyond”
The Landscape Committee has begun spring cleanup of the
library grounds. We have been pruning trees and shrubs,
cleaning up the front beds, weeding and trimming native shrubs.
Work will continue through the spring and summer months.

Rebecca Pulford, Landscape Committee Co-Chair
Here is your country. Cherish these
natural wonders, cherish the natural
resources, cherish the history and
romance as a sacred heritage, for
your children and your children’s
children. Do not let selfish men or
greedy interests skin your country of
its beauty, its riches or its romance.

—Theodore Roosevelt

the earth is a living thing
is a black shambling bear
ruffling its wild back and tossing
mountains into the sea
is a black hawk circling
the burying ground circling the bones
picked clean and discarded
is a fish black blind in the belly of water
is a diamond blind in the black belly of coal
is a black and living thing
is a favorite child
of the universe
feel her rolling her hand
in its kinky hair
feel her brushing it clean

She forgot the definition of ‘jazz’ as well
and came to think of it as every beautiful
thing she had ever failed to appreciate:
— Lucille Clifton
the taste of warm rain; the smell of a baby;
the din of a swollen river, rushing past
her tree and onward to infinity.”
There are perhaps no days of our
― David Sedaris
from Squirrel Seeks Chipmunk:
A Modest Bestiary
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Wild Hearts Gallery Art
Featured Artist: Dana Patterson Roth
Reception: Fri, Apr 5, 4-7 PM
www.wildheartsgallery-nm.com

Apr 12
“Beyond Realism: Abstract Art”
Placitas Community Library
Reception: Friday, Apr 12, 5-7 PM (p.5)
www.placitaslibrary.com

Apr 13-14
“Placitas Studio Tour Preview Gala”
Placitas Artist Series
at Las Placitas Presbyterian Church
Special Gala Preview for Placitas Studio
Tour Artists. Reception: Sat, Apr 13, 3-5
PM and Sun, Apr 14, 2 PM, in conjunction with the PAS concert.
www.placitasarts.orgEys”

childhood we lived so fully as those
we spent with a favorite book.

— Marcel Proust

― Kurt Vonnegut
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To see a World in a Grain of Sand / And a Heaven in a Wild Flower / Hold Infinity in the
palm of your hand / And Eternity in an hour... — William Blake, from “Auguries of Innocence”
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A library is a focal point, a sacred place to a community; and its sacredness is
its accessibility, its publicness. It’s everybody’s place. — Ursula K. Le Guin

Art: APRIL
By Rebecca Cohen
PCL Art Committee
The artists in “Beyond
Realism: Abstract Art”
take their cues from the
likes of Abstract Expressionists who worked in
the mid-20th century, including Jackson Pollock,
Helen Frankenthaler, and
Adolph Gottlieb. They eschew representation altogether and focus solely on
the emotional impact of
color, form, pattern, and
texture.
Titles may guide the
viewer to imagine waves
or to confirm that the
artist had a specific vista
in mind as he or she put
brush and paint to paper
or panel, took photographs, or constructed
collages with mixed media. But viewers are encouraged to set aside titles and lose themselves
in these abstracted visions, superimposing their
own experience and
mood on works that are
lyrical, beautiful, and inherently mysterious.
PCL, the artists, and
April’s exhibit coordinator, Linda Nisenbaum, invite the public to join
them at our reception on
April 12 to celebrate abstraction, as practiced in
Placitas and environs. As
always, the work presented is available for purchase, benefiting both the
library and the artist.
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Artists include:

EXHIBIT
March 30 - May 2, 2019
ARTISTS’ PUBLIC RECEPTION
Friday, April 12, 5 - 7 PM

Roberta Begaye 1
Lisa Chernoff
Jeanette Cook 5
Connie Falk 4
John A. Holley 7
Valorie Livesay 9
NC Magnusson 3
David S McKee 8
Bobbye Middendorf
Wayne Mikosz
Carol Mullen
Steve Palmer 10
Jonn Salovaara 2
Geri Verble
P.K. Williams 6
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There is no abstract art. You must always start with something. Afterward, you can remove all traces of reality.
— Pablo Picasso

By Judy Gajkowski, PCL Adult Programs Committee

1)

Those who live in New Mexico and the surrounding southwestern states are familiar with the symbols that represent the culture, landscape, and people of the area. These symbols are found in art, music, nature, religion, even food. We see them but
don’t always understand the meanings behind them.
Join Diana Molina for a program featuring an ec2)
lectic, multifaceted portrayal that embodies the spirit of our regional heritage through symbols and iconographic representations, sometimes with a distinctly modern twist. Diana’s visual presentation will include photos and artwork that illustrate well-known
symbols and some less familiar. The Virgin of Guadalupe, Pancho Villa, and the Mimbres Rock Art are
images that represent tradition, history, contempo- 3)
rary culture, and nature. These reflect relationships
of people, land, and culture in our rich environment.
Diana Molina is an artist, photographer, and
writer who returned to her home in the Mesilla Valley after extensive travels, including ten
years in Europe. Her sociological portrayals
have appeared in numerous publications such 4)
as National Geographic, New Mexico Magazine and Esquire. Her traveling exhibits have
been shown at the Art Museum of the Americas in Washington,
D.C., Albuquerque Museum of Natural History, Carnegie Museum of Art in California, and the World Museum of Art in Rotterdam, Holland, among others.
Images of the ubiquitous La Virgen de Guadalupe, L-R, by row:
This program is
made possible
through the
support of:
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1) El Santuario de Guadalupe, Santa Fe; "Virgen de Guadalupe" by David Lopez. Maravilla Gardens Housing Project, East L.A.; nail art; ice cream truck, East L.A.;
2) Cottonwood tree at San Felipe de Neri Church, ABQ, by Toby Avila. Photo by Helen
Vanderbeek; St. Juan Diego’s tilma at the Basílica de Santa María de Guadalupe,
D.F., México; Talavera tile mural;
3) wood carving in North Valley, ABQ; sequin patch; tattoo; Chimayo Holy Chiles;
4) “Elianna’s Virgencita Baptism” dress and cake, pinterest; gate at El Bruno’s, Cuba,
NM; candles, boots, Chapel of Our Lady of Guadalupe, Old Town ABQ, sock.
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And this, our life, exempt from public haunt, finds tongues in trees, books in the
running brooks, sermons in stones, and good in everything. — William Shakespeare

Re-Wilding Your Yard:

with

Lu lu
sage
Saturday
April 27
Habitat for Native
Bees and Other
Pollinators

2:00 PM

Photos courtesy of Lu Lu Sage: Clockwise, from Top L: bees in cactus; My Native Habitat; stem bundles; stalk corral; brood boxes;
Below: Sage with pollinator hat.

Have you ever wondered why plant blossoms are
different colors, different shapes, bloom at
different times of the year, and have noticeably different scents at different times of
the day? Plants bloom, offering sweet nectar
and pollen to bee visitors. Only the most inviting blossoms are visited by bees, where they
sip on nectar, taking sticky pollen grains away
with them on their body hairs. The dance of a bee
in blossom continues, when some of the pollen
rubs off onto another blossom and fuses with the female parts in the blossom to make seeds. The cycle of
life continues.
New Mexico’s 1,100 species of native bees are all
different sizes, shapes, tongue lengths, and amounts
of hairiness with diverse resource needs. Our 4,000
native plants provide healthy nectar, pollen, and oils
for all these pollinators.
Most native bees are solitary, with the female living 4 to 8 weeks. In her life span she must emerge,
mate, find or make a brood chamber, collect pollen
to feed her young and complete her life span. Our
high-desert landscape provides dry ground for 75 to
80 percent of our native bees. These bees
make brood chambers in the ground, some in
clay soil, others in sand, on the side of swales
or in your hard-pack walkways. The rest of our
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native bees make their brood chambers
in yucca stalks, cactus pads, beetle
holes in trees, broken twigs and any screw
or nail hole you may have made in fence
posts or portal beams
Each one of us can help these pollinators. The wilder and woolier your yard, the more
inviting it will be to the myriad insects who call
New Mexico home. Come learn some simple ways
you can attract native bees and other pollinators and
beneficial insects into your yard by providing healthy
foraging plants and habitat for ground-nesting and
cavity-nesting bees. Learn how to construct and
maintain brood boxes, reed bundles and stalk corrals
for our cavity-nesting native bees. Start with what
you have. You don’t need a huge yard to help
provide much-needed resources.
Lu Lu Sage will share
over 15 years of her
observations in evolving her yard as a native habitat for pollinators and beneficial insects. Share in her
joy for the flights of fancy—
all the creatures who visit—
to help slow a racing mind, heart, and breath.
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Give and Take... / For to the bee a flower is a fountain of life / And to the flower a bee is a messenger of love
And to both, bee and flower, / the giving and the receiving is a need and an ecstasy . — Khalil Gibran

By Bob Gajkowski
Placitas Library History Project
Photos from top: Adobe Walls, TX; William Bent; Kit Carson; Bat Masterson; Billy Dixon (legendsofamerica.com). Historical marker (Wikipedia).

Along the Santa Fe Trail during
the 1860s - 1870s, the Plains Indians were a constant threat to the
wagons moving east and west. The
tribes—the Comanche, the Kiowa,
the Plains Apache—saw this ever-increasing
movement and invasion of their hunting
grounds and the resulting slaughter of the
buffalo by white hunters as a threat to their
survival.
At the ruins of William Bent’s abandoned,
adobe trading post along the Canadian River
in the Texas Panhandle, an early
confrontation between the tribes
and the American military took
place in November 1864. This was
Adobe Walls. Colonel Christopher
“Kit” Carson with a regiment of the
New Mexico Volunteer Cavalry
faced a superior force of Comanche and Kiowa mounted warriors.
Only through a good defense and
the clever deployment of his men
and field guns was Carson able to
prevent being overrun and was able to retreat. After the engagement both sides
claimed victory but an end to the hostilities
was nowhere in sight.
Ten years later, Adobe Walls again saw
conflict. With dwindling numbers of buffalo
available to them on the Northern Plains,
many buffalo hunters had moved south and
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west to the Texas Panhandle. In 1874, enterprising businessmen established another
trading post at Adobe Walls. The Southern
Plains tribes saw this as a threat to their survival. In June 1874, the tribes attacked at
Adobe Walls. The 28 occupants—including a
young Bat Masterson and another hunter Billy Dixon—fought back closequarter attacks. On the third day,
Dixon—already considered a crack
shot with a buffalo rifle—
borrowed a Sharps “Big Fifty,”
took aim and downed a mounted
Indian warrior at a distance later
determined to be just short of a
mile. Reportedly, this discouraged
the remaining warriors and ended
the siege. Buffalo hunting soon
came to an end. The victory at
Adobe Walls moved the American military to
take final action that would end the Indian
Wars in Texas within a year.
On Sunday, April 28, at 2:00 PM, historian
and author Michael O’Keefe will discuss the
battles of Adobe Walls and their significance
to the history of the Southwest and its peoples. The event is free and open to all.
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Only when the last tree has died and the last river been poisoned and
the last fish been caught will we realize we cannot eat money. — Cree Proverb

Reading Recommendations by Susanne Domínguez
The Tattooist of Auschwitz
By Heather Morris
The Tattooist of Auschwitz is a
poignant, fictionalized love story based on a true account.
Ludwig
“Lale”
Eisenberg/
Sokolov was a Jewish Holocaust
survivor who died in 2006. He
met with the author over a
three-year period to relate his story.
In 1943, Lale was 25 years old. Forced to go to the
Auschwitz concentration camp, he resolved to survive.
Because he spoke numerous languages, he was selected to be a "Tätowierer" (camp tattooist), tattooing serial numbers on new camp arrivals. Initially, he refused. However, another experienced tattooist urged
him to reconsider since someone else would take the
job and by doing this he may survive longer since
tattooists received larger food rations, such as an extra slice of bread. A courageous man of integrity and
kindness, he risked his life, and used his position to
exchange jewels and money from murdered Jews for
food and medicine to keep fellow prisoners alive.
One of the new prison arrivals was a lovely young
woman, Gita, with whom Lale fell in love at first sight.

Ru

He vowed to survive so that he could protect and marry her. Imprisoned for over two and a half years, they
were separated for a brief time, but miraculously reunited after leaving the camp. Lale told Gita: “I have
been given the choice of participating in the destruction of our people, and I have chosen to do so in order
to survive. I can only hope I am not one day judged a
perpetrator or a collaborator.”
After Gita died in 2003, Lale wanted to tell their
story to the world. He chose to wait until she died because he worried he might be accused of being a collaborator with the SS, since technically, he’d worked
for the SS, who had complete authority over all the
concentration camps in Germany, as well as the occupied regions after 1934. The SS (Schutzstaffel, meaning
“protection squadron”) was known as the parent organization of the Secret State Police, or Gestapo, and
he didn't want Gita to be affected by any accusations.
This moving book describes the German occupation in Europe during World War II and, despite the
terror and deprivations that occurred, the humanity of
the prisoners and others shines through.

MacNaughton, Wendy

By Kim Thúy
“[I]n a waking dream where the
scent of a newly blown poppy is
no longer a perfume but a blossoming; where the deep red of a
maple leaf in autumn is no longer a colour but a grace; where a
country is no longer a place but

a lullaby. And also, where an outstretched hand is no
longer a gesture but a moment of love, lasting until
sleep, until waking, until everyday life.”
As in many books, the title is revealing. "Ru" loosely translated means a lullaby in Vietnamese and a
stream or brook in French. The novel, a translation
from the original French, is a series of vignettes that
Selections, Cont’d.
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— Frank Lloyd Wright

MacNaughton, Wendy

flow evocatively from Thúy's reflections and retrospective musings about living in Vietnam and Canada
and experiencing different cultures, all in an affecting,
lyrical, non-linear manner.
The book, although categorized as fiction, is based
on Thúy's memories growing up in South Vietnam in a
wealthy, well-educated family, then escaping to Canada to avoid political persecution after Communist
North Vietnam invaded South Vietnam, living in refugee camps, and creating a new life in the West. She
recounts how her family adapted to life in a foreign

country and culture. She doesn't complain, but merely
provides observations.
The narrative includes only the bare essentials,
each bursting with poetic prose and depth. The simplistic style belies the main themes of Ru, including: when contemplating on simplicity rather than the
complex, it's possible to perceive the true substance
of nature and see beyond the superficialities in life; it’s
important to look beyond appearances to find the real
truth of a thing or person; and to be sensitive to the
ephemeral beauty of nature and life.
Ibid.

The Library Book
By Susan Orlean
On April 29, 1986, the largest
library fire in the history of the
U.S. (at the time) occurred in
Los Angeles at the Los Angeles
Public Library's Central Library,
destroying more than 400,000
books and damaging 700,000
with water and smoke. Many
were irreplaceable.
Built in 1926, the building had an outdated fire system with numerous fire code violations, including no
sprinklers nor fire doors, blocked entrances, and
cramped shelving with overstacked books. All contributed to the tragedy. The fire department determined
the cause to be arson. However, the identity of the
arsonist was never discovered. Only one suspect, parttime actor Harry Peak, was arrested, but never
charged with the crime.
Not only is this intriguing book about a search for
an arsonist, it is an illuminating discussion about the
sense of community libraries provide. I fondly recall, as
many of you may, traveling to the children’s section of
my local library with Mom each week eagerly selecting
numerous books. As a native Angeleno, I also recall my
dad discussing his excursions to Central Library.
Journalist and author, Susan Orlean, also discusses
the history of the Central Library, including some colorful past librarians, such as Mary Foy, who became
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city librarian in 1880 when women were not even permitted library cards. She was eventually fired because
the library board decided her father could support her.
Numerous anecdotes concerning libraries and
books are also included throughout the book, such as:






Mao-Tse-tung, a former librarian, ordered
books he deemed obscene, reactionary, or promoting traditional ideas to be destroyed. "In
some libraries the only books left were by Lenin, Marx, and Mao himself.”
In 1890, philanthropist Andrew Carnegie wanted to encourage literacy so he built 1,700 libraries in 1,400 communities across the nation.
(New Mexico has three Carnegie libraries.)
"Nazis destroyed an estimated one-hundred
million books. Special book-burning squads
known as ‘Brenn-Kommandos’ were sent out to
burn libraries and synagogues." (These book
burnings bring to mind Ray Bradbury's classic
novel, Fahrenheit 451.)

Today, “the shipping department at Central Library
moves 32,000 books around the city's 72 branches five
days a week.” Their annual budget is $172 million. (The
Central Library is part of the L.A. Public Library system
of the City of L.A., not to be confused with the L.A.
County Library System which has 85 branches.)
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You don’t have to burn books to destroy a culture. Just get people to stop reading them.
— Ray Bradbury

May 18, 2019 at 10:00 AM
Come dressed as an astronaut or space
alien. Explore space robots with Larry
O'Hanlon and create a space journal with
Michelle King. This is a kick off celebration for our summer reading program,
"A Universe of Stories.”
Refreshments, a book give-away,
and more!
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Books break the shackles of time. A book is proof that humans are capable of working magic.
— Carl Sagan

Children’s Book News
By Nancy Guist, Children's Collection Coordinator
The life about us is filled with vital connections whether it’s personal relationships,
bonds between humans and animals, or the interdependence within animal
communities. These children’s books exhibit such truths.

Wish
by Barbara O’Connor
Eleven-year old Charlie has
a complicated life. Her
mother has “lost her way”
as Charlie’s Aunt Bertha
tries to gently tell her, and
her father, as Charlie herself
puts it, “is being corrected,”
which is her understanding
of a correctional institute.
Until her family life becomes more stable, Charlie
is sent to live with her Aunt Bertha and Uncle Gus in
the backwoods of Colby, North Carolina, which seems
a million miles away from big city life in Raleigh. Charlie looks down upon the simple, country surroundings
she finds herself in and closes her heart and mind to
many of the new people who come into her life.
One tradition that remains constant in Charlie’s
life, however, is her daily secret wish. Whether it’s

Suggested ages: 9-12 years
wishing on a ladybug, a four-leaf clover, a song of a
mockingbird or three birds on a wire, she always discovers a means to express her life-long wish. As her
wish remains constant and her days in Colby stretch
out, Charlie continues to turn a blind eye to the openhearted, generous, and forgiving ways she frequently
meets up with in her new setting. As Charlie grapples
with the changes in her life, a stray dog, Wishbone,
wiggles his way into her heart. Wishbone and a new
friend, Howard of the “up and down walk,” eventually
become vital supports to Charlie.
Told in Charlie’s brutally candid voice, which exposes her sensitive feelings of hurt and helplessness,
Wish comes to a satisfying conclusion. Eventually,
Charlie finds her place in life and is able to see beyond
her past troubles to recognize the love that surrounds
her. That secret “wish” takes on a welcome new dimension.

Brave Enough for Two: A Hoot & Olive Story
by Jonathan D. Voss
Brave Enough
for Two is an
enchanting picture book that
illustrates the
strength of
friendship. Olive and her best friend, Hoot, sometimes have different interests. Olive likes quietly reading while Hoot
prefers exciting adventures. But Hoot assures Olive
that he’s brave enough for them both.
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Suggested ages: 4-8 years

During a couple of daring escapades, which fill Olive with trepidation, Hoot gently comforts her—”I’m
here and you’re there, and here and there aren’t very
far apart.” However, later, Hoot finds himself to be in
need of a supporting friend and Olive is quick to declare that her bravery would see them through
Voss’s watercolors and pen and ink illustrations are
captivating. Seen from varying points of view, the pictures are often spread across a double-page spread,
awash with action along with simple emotions.
Book News, Cont’d.
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Fairy tales are more than true: not because they tell us that dragons exist, but because
they tell us that dragons can be beaten. — Neil Gaiman (paraphrasing G.K. Chesterton)

Children’s Book News, cont.
The HoneyBee
Written by Kirsten Hall
Illustrated by Isabelle Arsenault
With rhyming, jaunty text
that begins with only a
few words, the star of the
book is introduced – a
BEE! He sports cartoonish
looks with large eyes and
a happy smile. With a
flurry of verbal and pictorial motion, Hall and Arsenault
take the reader along the bee’s dotted path –
“clapping, flapping” – “searching, perching.” Then the
chosen flower appears and through words and picHow to Read a Poem:
Beginner’s Manual
First, forget everything you have
learned,
that poetry is difficult,
that it cannot be appreciated by the
likes of you,
with your high school equivalency
diploma
and steel-tipped boots,
or your white collar misunderstandings.
Do not assume meanings hidden
from you:
the best poems mean what they say
and say it.
To read poetry requires only courage
enough to leap from the edge
and trust.
Treat a poem like dirt,
humus rich and heavy from the garden.
Later on it will become the fat tomatoes
and golden squash piled high upon
your kitchen table.
Poetry demands surrender,
language saying what is true
doing holy things to the ordinary.
Read just one poem a day.
Someday a book of poems may open
in your hands
like a daffodil offering its cup
to the sun.
When you can name five poets
without including Bob Dylan,
when you exceed your quota
and don’t even notice,
close this manual.
Congratulations.
You can now read poetry.

— Pamela Spiro Wagner
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tures, the story of bees is told from the first sip of nectar, the gathering of pollen, the making of honey, and
the filling of the honeycomb.
The story continues through fall, winter, spring,
and then the miracle of the bees’ cycle begins again.
The last page is a “Dear Reader” letter from Hall showcasing the remarkable bee along with suggested ways
in which we can all support honeybees and the vital
role they play in our world. This book is a wonderful
introduction to the youngest of naturalists of the
“BEEautiful Creatures” that are bees!

The aim of science is to discover and illuminate truth. And that, I take it, is the aim of
literature, whether biography or history or
fiction. It seems to me, then, that there can be
no separate literature of science.

— Rachel Carson

from National Book Award
acceptance speech, 1952

It’s not the note
you play that’s
the WRong note. –
it’s the note you
play afterwards
that makes it
right or wrong.

― Miles Davis

Suggested ages: 4-8 years

...Remind us as oceans go, so go we.
As the air goes, so go we.
As other life forms on Earth go, so go we.
As our planet goes, so go we. Great Poet,
who inspired In The Beginning was The Word...,
edit our thought so our ethics are our politics,
and our actions the afterlives of our words.

— Everett Hoagland
from “Invocation”

There is a great need for the
introduction of new values in
our society, where bigger is
not necessarily better, where
slower can be faster, and
where less can be more.

— Victor Hugo,

from Les Misérables

A library in the middle of a community
is a cross between an emergency exit,
a life-raft and a festival.
— Caitlin Moran
Until a man duplicates a blade of
grass, Nature can laugh at his socalled scientific knowledge. Remedies
from chemicals will never stand in
favorable comparison with the products of Nature, the living cell of a
plant, the final result of the rays
of the sun, the mother of all life.

— Thomas Alva Edison

— Gaylord Nelson
...One morning—and so soon!—the first flower
has opened when you wake.
Or you catch it poised
in a single, brief
moment of hesitation.
Next day, another,
shy at first like a foal,
even a third, a fourth,
carried triumphantly at the summit
of those strong columns, and each
a Juno, calm in brilliance,
a maiden giantess in modest splendor.
If humans could be
that intensely whole, undistracted, unhurried,
swift from sheer
unswerving impetus! If we could blossom
out of ourselves, giving
nothing imperfect, withholding nothing!

— Denise Levertov
from “The Métier of Blossoming”
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The earth is a fine place and worth fighting for. — Ernest Hemingway

