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New political boundaries
survive intact, for now
~BILL DIVEN

—BILL DIVEN
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Placitas is whole, Bernalillo fractured, Corrales cut
off, and Rio Rancho assured a majority of Sandoval
County Commission seats under a redistricting plan
adopted in December.
Such is the once-every-ten-years redistricting that
also affects whose votes count where for seats in the
U.S. House of Representatives and the state House
and Senate. At this writing, the governor has signed
the Legislature’s new take on the congressional districts but not those of the legislative districts.
As with everything political, redistricting is subject
to legal challenges—as happened ten years ago with a
Democratic Legislature and Republican governor at
odds. It is up to a District Court judge to approve
House and Senate districts.
And there have been hints well short of threats over
possible litigation in the redistricting of Sandoval
County Commission seats.
RIO RANCHO BECOMES POLITICAL ISLAND:
In Sandoval County, the Republican majority—three
commissioners from Rio Rancho—on December 9
outvoted the Democratic commissioners from Placitas
and Cuba to adopt new commission boundaries.
That created:
• Three Rio Rancho districts numbered 2, 3, and 4;
• Massive, rural District 5 containing Cuba, Cochiti
Lake, and the six pueblos in between;
• Southeastern District 1 peeling Corrales away
from neighbor Rio Rancho to connect across the Rio
Grande and by way of Sandia Pueblo and a piece of
Bernalillo with Placitas and La Madera east of the
Sandia Mountains. District 1 also loses Algodones to
District 5.
• A three-way split of the town of Bernalillo among
Districts 1, 3, and 5.
Bernalillo Mayor Jack Torres told commissioners
the county’s redistricting consultant developed the
four alternate maps without consulting the communities or considering their historical ties, the latter a
principle of redistricting.
“I like Corrales; it’s a nice community,” Torres said.
“But there’s no real ties to Bernalillo, and it doesn’t
make sense.
“From my perspective, it’s very clear that the focus
is on protecting, strengthening Rio Rancho districts,
and the rest of the county seemingly thrown together
to just sort of fill things out for Rio Rancho.”
Earlier in the meeting, Republican Commission
Chair David Heil of District 4, reading from a prepared statement, acknowledged the principle of maintaining communities of interest but also noted
conditions may put the principles in conflict. As the
county has added 17,000 new residents over the last
ten years, Rio Rancho accounted for 97 percent of
that growth, he said.
“For residents of Rio Rancho to be fairly represented on the Sandoval County Commission, three
commission districts should be within Rio Rancho’s
political boundary,” Heil continued. Adding small
parts of Rio Rancho to Districts 1 and 5 was necessary to keep all district populations within five percent of the average 29,000 people per district, he
added.
—continued on page 5

Skate boarders Carson Shoemaker (top left) and Garbriel Duran Marquez of
Albuquerque watch as their new acquaintance, Blaine Buckle, also of Albuquerque,
takes a spin through the cradle of Bernalillo’s new skate park and pump track.
Although not officially open yet, word has spread drawing local and visiting traffic.

Riders discover town’s first bike and skate park
~SIGNPOST STAFF

The latest attraction in Bernalillo for (mostly)
younger people is lighting up social media and
drawing crowds even though it won’t open officially until next month.
Early reviews suggest the town has a winner in
its skate park and bike track, bringing sometimes
dozens of riders across a range of ages on
boards, bikes, and scooters to Rotary Park next
door to the Bernalillo Recreation Center.
“People are very excited,” said town Recreation Director Jason Soto. “They are coming
from all over the place to try it out… They’re
really impressed by the design,”
That was the case with skateboarder Blaine
Buckle, who’d driven up from Albuquerque’s
South Valley to run the ramps and half and quarter pipes around the poured-concrete bowl. This
wasn’t his first visit, although getting in easier
with the front construction fence now removed.
Buckle said he’s traveled to Santa Fe and
Gallup to check out skate parks there and called
Bernalillo’s offering beautiful. Word about the
park spread rapidly among the skate community
on social media, he added.
Meanwhile, a crew from the town Public
Works Department was delivering and spreading
gravel as work on the surrounding landscaping
was nearing completion. A formal opening of

this latest addition to town amenities is scheduled for February 5, at 1:00 p.m.
Gabriel Duran Marquez, also from Albuquerque, said he’s glad to see the park include an
asphalt pump track, which many other parks
don’t.
A pump track, which the town newsletter calls
a bike track, is an up-and-down course where
momentum downhill propels a board, bike, or
scooter rider over the next hill often without
additional effort. Older cyclists may remember
similar designs from pumping their way around
dirt BMX courses.
“The idea is to provide opportunities for the
community for kids of any age that are bold
enough,” Mayor Jack Torres said recently.
The town awarded the $400,000 project to
American Ramp Company of Joplin, Mo. The
company has worked over the last twenty years
with park planners and civic leaders to design
and build skate and bike parks, according to its
website.
Funding came from money the town banked
after selling additional land to a manufacturer
which expanded its operation in the town industrial park.
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SANDOVAL COUNTY SHERIFF'S POSSE
Sandoval County Sheriff's Posse (SCSP),
a nonproﬁt horse riding club invites all residents
of Sandoval County, ages 21 and over to join for
a one-year trial membership for the 2022 year.
We maintain and support an active
role in the community through:

FUNDRAISING FOR CHARITIES • PARADES
RODEOS • EMERGENCY HORSE LODGING

INTERESTED PARTIES PLEASE CALL:

20

21

Rick Poolaw (505) 315-8534 • Sonny Austin (505) 252-0377
Mick McGovern (505) 234-0160 • Club House (505) 867-8433
OR stop by and visit the club house at 1043 Rodeo Lane, Bernalillo
Open: Tuesdays through Fridays 3:00 to 7:00 p.m.

2021

Do you suffer from
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Ask us about neurolens®
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The first and only contoured prism lens
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shown to relieve the painful symptoms

ADVERTISING: email@sandovalsignpost.com

of today’s hardworking eyes
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... AND ladies! For this New Year’s Resolution, we promise not to get measles,
mumps, rubella, pertussis, flu, shingles, pneumonia, malaria, HPV, yellow fever,
hepatitis, diptheria, cholera, tetanus, anthrax, rabies, or any form of COVID-19.

SUBSCRIPTION S
To receive a mailed copy of the Signpost to your home
each month, mail your address and check for $35/year
to: SIGNPOST, P. O. Box 889, Placitas, NM 87043
or call the office at 505-867-3810 to pay by phone
or for further information. Voluntary subscriptions
from Placitas residents are appreciated. Thank you.
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Celebrating 26 Years
as a Financial Advisor
45-Minute Complimentary Call Offer
You choose the topic(s).
For example:

Camino Real Antiques
& Collectibles
Happy New year!
we're going through the change!
New expectations. New resolutions.
New beginnings. Here's to 2022!
6100 UPTOWN BLVD, NE, SUITE 610B, ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87110

22% OFF any item over $22.

Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered through Cetera Advisor Networks
LLC • Member FINRA/SIPC a Broker/Dealer and Registered Investment Advisor. Cetera
is under separate ownership from any other named entity. Phil Messuri, MS, CFP® is
a Registered Representative of Cetera Advisor Networks LLC.

HOURS: Daily 10am to 5pm • 867-7448
1101 Camino del Pueblo / P. O. Box 1960, Bernalillo

New Y
Ye
ear STUC
T CO SA
AV
VIN
NGS EVENT

Trust in 
 
to replacce your roof today!

MAKIING NEW MEXICO HOMES
MORE BEAUTIFUL SINCE 1989

ROO
OFING

Stucco
o CAN be installed as lo
ong as the
temp ture is 40 degrees
temperature
degr
o
or higher
and the weather is cle
ear.

SA
AV
VING
GS EVENT

THIS MON
NTH ONL
LY
YT
TA
AKE
ADV
VA
ANT
TA
T
AGE OF OUR

Why Choose Dreamstyle
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R STUCCO SALE
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$1,000 OFF




With over 8,500 Company Wide Reviews

• Serving New Mexico for 32 Years
• Licensed, Bonded, and Insured
• Iron-clad, Extended Warranty
• Professional Installation

Call for a FREE consultation:
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*Some restrictions may applyy,, see representative for details. †0% APR for12 months available OAC. Finance charges will bbe waived if promo balance is paid in full
equal payments over 12 months. Not valid with other offeers. Dreamstyle Remodeling Inc. Lic. 91738
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From page 1
—Redistricting
The adopted map, cobbled together
from three initial alternatives to reflect
internal commissioner comments, kept
Placitas together in District 1 rather
append its northern portion to District
5. That also kept Sandia Pueblo and
La Madera within the current district.
Yet even without a court fight, one
casualty of the process appears to be
reopening the rift in government-togovernment relations with tribal communities that had been healing since
the county’s attempt to regulate oil and
gas development several years ago. As
with that process, pueblo leaders complained about the lack of formal consultations in forming public policies
affecting sovereign tribal communities.
The fresh debate centered on
whether Indigenous interests would be
represented better by their voters being
mostly in one or more than one district. That discussion, however, arose
only in mid-November after the
county’s hired consultant made the
first public presentation of his maps.
Those maps placed most or all of the
pueblos in District 5.
A last-minute plan introduced at the
December 9 meeting came from Democratic District 5 Commissioner Kenneth Eichwald of Cuba who is well
known in the tribal communities. Eichwald said he consulted with those
communities, and others, in producing
a mapping giving all five commissioners a portion of Rio Rancho.
He said that his map splits much of
the Indigenous population, which
makes up 11 percent of county residents, into two districts and would
boosts Hispanic numbers in three districts and kept Bernalillo together in
District 1, except for a neighborhood
west of State Road 528.
“Placing the Native American population in two districts allows for their
communities to have a voice in both
their districts and a strong presence
with the commission,” Eichwald said.
“Unlike other plans, it does not use
partisan information to divide boundary lines.”
Rod Adair, a former Republican state
senator from Roswell and owner of
New Mexico Demographic Research,
said that his consulting firm also did
not take political information into consideration. Dividing Native American
voters, he added, could run afoul of
the federal Voting Rights Act.
Tribal leaders and representatives
speaking at the commission meeting
endorsed Eichwald’s plan and
reminded commissioners of both the
oil and gas controversy and the
county’s past problems with the federal Voting Rights Act. Among them
was attorney Casey Douma, a participant in the 2011 lawsuit over state
redistricting and current co-chair of the
All Indian Pueblo Council Ad Hoc

—N.M. DEMOGRAPHIC RESEARCH INC.

U P F RO N T —
CO N T I N U E D

Committee on Redistricting.
“The people that are protected under
this law, Indigenous nations, are telling
you, this is what is going to work best
for us, that we have multiple representation in multiple districts,” Douma
said. “What you are saying, ‘That we
know what’s best for you,’ that is a
path that rolls out the red carpet to litigation.”
CREATING CONGRESSIONAL MAPS:
Meanwhile, new congressional districts already signed into law caused
their own ruckus during the special
session of the Legislatures that ran
January 6-17. The shape of southern
District 2 and northern District 3
changed significantly, with disagreement over whether the districts are
now more competitive or less between
the two major parties.
One issue involved the Democratic
majority’s expressed interest in making the southern District 2 better
reflect its growing Hispanic population. The counter argument held the
goal was undermining Republican
Rep. Yvette Herrell of Alamogordo.
Beefing up the Hispanic vote saw
the eastern half of Bernalillo County
and piece of Albuquerque’s South Valley currently in Rep. Melanie Stansbury’s central District 1 to the new
district. That change led to more of
Rio Rancho being added to District 1
as well as expanding the district eastward.
With that shift, the reliably Democratic northern District 3 represented
by Rep. Teresa Leger Fernandez of
Santa Fe grew south along the Texas
border as far south as Hobbs in areas
formerly part of District 2.
A separate flare-up over congressional seats centered on preserving an
agreement by the nonpartisan Citizen
Redistricting Commission covering
Native American voting districts in the
Four Corners. Republicans assailed the
deal as somehow a racist assault on

(Above) This map of central and southeastern Sandoval County
shows the five County Commission districts as reshaped by a
commission vote on December 9. The percentages indicate how
much each district deviates from the ideal number were all to have
the same population of 29,767 based on 2020 Census data.

PLACITAS—$50,000
LOT FOR SALE — NEXT TO PUBLIC LAND!
NO
COVENANTS
LEVEL
SITE!
OWNER
FINANCING

PLACITAS—$79,000
1.43 ACRES — CLOSE TO FOREST!
ONLY
600’
FROM
THOUSANDS
OF ACRES
OF
NATIONAL
FOREST!

Call DAVE HARPER 505-263-2266
placitasdave@gmail.com
Placitas Realty 505-867-8000
3 Homesteads Rd, Placitas

—continued on page 7
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FILL YOUR CART WITH:
Boar’s Head Deli Meats
Artisanal Cheeses
Over 800+ Fine Wines
Cold Beer, Growlers, Spirits
Fresh Produce and Fresh Meat
Sage Bakery Bread
Bakery Desserts
and other Groceries
Located in Homestead Village, just 2 miles east of I-25 at 221 Highway 165
Open 9AM to 8PM • Sundays 9AM to 6PM • (505) 867-8661

SHOP THE MERC
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SAVE TIME!

Located less than 15

minutes from 550/Placitas Exit 242 off I-25

SHUTTLE SERVICE
Available on Major Services

COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE
INCLUDING HYBRID & EV SERVICE
Repair • Maintenance • Tires • Products
AAA Approved Repair Facility
Automotive Service Excellence Master Technicians
NAPA Auto Care Center

HELPFUL PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

505-899-2400 • CHRISTIAN’S AUTOMOTIVE.COM

From page 5—Redistricting
Hispanics in Valencia County where two
Republican incumbents ended up in the
same state House district.
Regardless, changes to District one did
not affect southeastern Sandoval County
where one proposed map would have
moved those precincts into the northern
district.

—N.M.

U P F RO N T —
CO N T I N U E D

DEMOGRAPHIC RESEARCH INC.

8811 2ND ST. NW, ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87114

AND NOW, THE LEGISLATURE:
With the Senate redistricting as proposed,
Sen. Brenda McKenna, D-Corrales, loses a
bit of southeast Rio Rancho as her district
spreads farther into Albuquerque to include
the Cottonwood Mall area. Also added is the
portion of Bernalillo east of State Road 528
at U.S. Highway 550 formerly in Senate
District 40.
District 9 continues to cover Corrales,
Placitas, Bernalillo, Sandia Pueblo, and
Algodones.
House District 22, however, sees he
biggest change. After twenty years of PlacThe excerpt from a map prepared by the Sandoval County Commission’s redistricting consultant shows the
itas being appended to Albuquerque’s
junction of District 1 with Placitas, Sandia Pueblo and Corrales, District 3 within Rio Rancho and District 5
Republican-dominated East Mountains,
covering most of the rural county including six pueblos. All three districts contain a portion of Bernalillo.
southeast Sandoval County now joins Disabout 125 miles taking in Bernalillo east of the Rio Grande, seven pueblos,
trict 50 currently represented by Rep. Mathew McQueen, D-Santa Fe.
parts of the Navajo and Jicarilla Apache nations including Dulce, the Jicarilla
Current District 22 Rep. Stefani Lord, R-Sandia Park, also loses her portion
capital, and adding the Nageezi Navajo chapter in southeast San Juan County.
of far-south Santa Fe County while the district expands eastward into Torrance
In House District 44, Rep. Jane Powdrell-Culbert, R-Corrales, loses her
County. In the process, Algodones, added to District 22 after the 2010 Census,
piece
of Bernalillo and most of her Rio Rancho constituency west of NM
and the southeast portion of San Felipe Pueblo, join District 65 becoming con528/Rio
Rancho Boulevard. In exchange the district expands to cover the rest
stituents of Rep. Derrick Lente, D-Sandia Pueblo.
of Corrales.
Lente’s district still sprawls from the Bernalillo County line northwesterly
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Nearly New
A Repeat Boutique Operated by Bound for Success, Inc.

Estate Planning & Elder Law Firm
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Wills and Trusts
Special Needs Trusts
Probate and Trust Administration
Powers of Attorney
Health Care Documents
Elder Law
Guardianship and Conservatorship

During this time, we will be offering phone and video
conferencing. We also have emergency procedures
for isolated individuals to complete documents.

It's ofﬁcially winter. Have no worries.
We've got you COVERED.
Our incredible selection of winter apparel
& our LOW prices can't be beat.
50% OFF any ONE item over $25.
836 Camino Del Pueblo, BERNALILLO, NM 87004 • 771-8228
bound4success.org • OPEN: Wed-Sat. 10am-4pm • Tues by appt. only

Mrs. Pickel has a Master of Laws (LL.M.) in Estate Planning and Elder Law,
is the former chair of the Elder Law Section of the New Mexico Bar,
is the former division chair of the Estate and Trust division of Real Property,
Estate and Trust Section of the New Mexico Bar, is a member of the
National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys, and was a prior board member
of the Greater Albuquerque Habitat for Humanity.
She served as an Assistant Judge Advocate General (JAG)
with the U. S. Air Force before settling in Placitas.

JOHANNA A. PICKEL, LLC
Business office locations in
both Placitas and Albuquerque

(505) 798-2515
01 Ridge Court, Placitas, New Mexico 87043
4801 Lang Avenue, NE • Suite 110 • Albuquerque, New Mexico 87109
johanna@johannapickel.com • www.johannapickel.com

Cold/winter weather driving tips
~MARISSA MAEZ, NMDOT
Parts of New Mexico are already experiencing freezing
temperatures, high winds, snow, sleet, rain, and ice which
may cause hazardous driving conditions.
The New Mexico Department of Transportation
(NMDOT) monitors the weather continuously and is prepared to work around the clock, spreading salt and cinder
and plowing the roads if necessary.
In coordination with law enforcement, the NMDOT
has some advice for drivers when traveling during
inclement weather.
• BE PREPARED BEFORE YOU GO: make sure you have
plenty of fuel and adequate windshield washer fluid
and antifreeze. Check the inflation on your tires and
remove snow from your vehicle, including headlights
and taillights. Keep a flashlight, phone charger, sand or
kitty litter, blanket, first aid supplies, water, and snacks
in the vehicle.
• PLAN AHEAD: check the forecast and the latest road
conditions by calling 511 or visiting nmroads.com.
• Wear your seatbelt: make sure everyone in the vehicle is properly restrained.
• Take is slow: the best crash prevention on snow and
ice is to slow down.
• NO CRUISE CONTROL: never use cruise control when
the roads are slick. It can reduce your control of the
vehicle if your tires begin to skid or slip.
• BRAKE CAREFULLY: it takes more time to stop in
adverse conditions and stopping too quickly can cause
drivers to lose control of the vehicle.
• USE CAUTION ON BRIDGES, OVERPASSES, AND SHADED
AREAS: these areas typically freeze first and take longer
to thaw.
• DON’T CROWD THE PLOW OR OTHER DRIVERS: allow
plenty of space between you and the vehicle in front of
you. It requires up to ten times the distance to stop in
snowy and icy weather. Keep at least a fifty foot or
five car length distance between you and a snow plow.

U P F RO N T —
CO N T I N U E D

Swollen money pot awaits legislative divvying
~BILL DIVEN
Money, lots of it, is the big story for the 2022
Legislature convening this month, but there’s a
lot more on the minds of local government in
Sandoval County.
The town of Bernalillo continues to press for
tighter controls on payday lenders and worries
about tax state reforms that would reduce municipal revenue. A new request with the session
beginning on January 18 is addressing a critical
shortage of licensed government employees by
allowing retirees back into the workforce under
certain conditions and without increasing their
pensions.
During a December 2 breakfast that the town
hosts annually for legislators representing
Bernalillo, Mayor Jack Torres said one of his
dreams is for municipalities to have a better relationship with the state Taxation and Revenue
Department. Information can be hard to get, and
the process of disbursing the town’s share of tax
revenues complicates budget management, he
said.
“The revenue stream can fluctuate dramatically
from month to month,” Torres said. “You find a
way to deal with it, but it doesn’t make sense.”
Sandoval County is on board supporting the

return-to-work plan and joins the town in advocating for increased training and resources for law
enforcement officers in handling people with
behavioral health and substance abuse issues. The
police training relates to the 2021 Legislature
passing a new civil rights law that local governments fear will increase lawsuits.
Policy issues, no matter how worthy, can be a
tough sell in even-numbered years when the Legislature meets for thirty days, instead of sixty as
in other years. With short sessions dedicated to
creating a budget for the fiscal years beginning
July 1, the only non-monetary items that can be
considered are those requested by the governor.
At Signpost deadline, Gov. Michelle Lujan
Grisham had not released that list.
So, beyond policy, the abundance of money is
on the minds of elected officials. In December,
analysts with the Legislative Finance Committee
estimated recurring revenue for the next budget
year at $9 billion.
That translates into $1.6 billion in what legislators call, “new money,” the difference between
anticipated income and current expenses.
The growth is attributed to increases in consumer spending and wages and a strong recovery
—continued next page
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in taxes and royalties from oil and gas
development. There’s also $750 million in
federal stimulus funds floating around and
hundreds of millions set to arrive from the
infrastructure bill passed by Congress and
signed by President Biden.
While that sounds good, all that cash will
change the dynamic of the legislative session, Rep. Jane Powdrell-Culbert, R-Corrales said during the legislative breakfast.
“In the past, less was a little bit better
because everybody knew what they had to
work with,” Powdrell-Culbert said of her
19th session in the House. “This time we
have more… So it’s going to be real, real
interesting to see how much money everyone is asking for and how it’s going to be
used.”
Bernalillo lists seven top funding requests
starting with $1 million to improve the
wastewater treatment plant and $2 million
for the fourth phase of replacing aging and
leaking water lines. The water plan targets
lines on Calle Don Francisco, Calle del
Presidente, Avenida Perea, and Calle Evangeline.
The big ask is $5 million for a new fire
station. The list also includes technical
upgrades to migrate town financial systems
to remote cloud servers, building conversions to solar energy, park improvements,
and excavators for the Water Department.
The county’s priorities include continued
funding for Paseo del Volcán, which eventually with link U.S. Highway 550 in Rio

—BILL DIVEN

From page 8—Money

Bernalillo Town Councilor Phillip Valverde listens as state Rep. Jane Powdrell-Culbert discusses the
legislative session beginning January 18. The annual breakfast hosted by the town brings together legislators
representing Bernalillo, local elected officials and school and agencies heads with a stake in Bernalillo.
Rancho with Interstate 40 in western Albuquerque, initial funding for a county animal shelter, and expanding
the 13th Judicial District complex.
The county also endorsed financial priorities of New
Mexico Counties, the association of the state’s 33 counties. Those include providing matching funds to help

counties pay for construction and renovation of state
district courthouses, restoring money being diverted to
other uses from the Law Enforcement Protection Fund,
and fully funding payments to counties for holding and
transporting state prisoners.
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U P F RO N T —
CO N T I N U E D
Commission handled more than
redistricting last month
~SIGNPOST STAFF
Sandoval County commissioners, during their one meetings in
December, established priorities
for their Washington lobbyists,
recognized the staff director and
employee of the year, and
enlarged a COVID relief grant
for a Rio Rancho business.
That would be half of the fourhour meeting on December 9.
The other half was dedicated to
redrawing the five commission
districts based on data from the
2020 Census. (See that story on
page 1 of this Signpost.)
Commissioners, with two
members of the governmentrelations firm MMO Partners
present, approved 19 policy and
funding priorities for work with
Congress and federal agencies in
2022. At the top of the list is
monitoring federal legislation
for anything that might reduce
county revenues or county regulatory powers.
The county is also looking for
support to expand broadband
services, allow Medicaid services to continue for jail inmates
not yet convicted of crimes, and
watch for grant opportunities
that could fund a variety of
operations.
For capital projects, the commissioners singled out construction funds for Paseo del Volcán
and support for the county’s proposal to the Veterans Administration to create a national
cemetery near northwest Rio
Rancho.

The recognition of the director
and employee of the year is a
new program begun this year.
Employee of the year, analyst
Anna Chavez of the Human
Resources Department, was recognized not only for her current
job but also for the months spent
continuing to do her previous
job due to staff shortages.
Community Services Director
Anne Ryan was honored as
director of the year for, as
County Manager Wayne Johnson
explained, not only her skills in
dealing with a large workload
and creating award-winning programs, but for being one of the
county’s friendliest employees.
The additional COVID money
under the federal American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) was
approved for Deluxe Design
Inc., a 35-year-old Rio Rancho
business employing about
twenty people in the design and
production of signs, awards, custom screen printing, and more.
In June, the county allocated
$1 million of its ARPA funds to
qualified businesses and nonprofits affected by the pandemic.
One-time grants were limited to
$20,000, but the policy also
allowed for extraordinary grants
for larger, documented losses.
Deluxe Design applied for,
and was granted, $100,000 to
help offset its lost revenue.

A RO U N D TO W N
Residential-commercial projects
restart in Bernalillo
~BILL DIVEN
Thirty acres that mix residential and commercial development—off U.S. Highway 550 in Bernalillo—took a big step toward construction after zoning
changes were approved in December.
Still to come, however, are additional rounds of public hearings as the developer, RUSSCO Properties LLC, seeks approval for the design plans laying out
what the two projects will look like. Those hearings begin with the town planning commission, which recommends approval or denial to the Town Council.
Conceptual plans contained in a recent traffic study anticipate 28 single-family homes and 35 multifamily homes on the southern 19-acre parcel, now
rezoned for both types of dwellings. Commercial zoning on the northern 11
acres would permit two-hundred multifamily homes, plus 30,000 square feet of
restaurant and office space.
Previous zoning was rural-residential for single-family homes with some
agricultural activities allowed. Town councilors approved both zone changes on
4-0 votes.
The two projects, jointly dubbed Rio South, are divided by an arroyo and lie
south of U.S. 550 and west of the Rio Grande between Sheriffs Posse Road and
the river. A previously approved commercial strip separates Rio South from
U.S. 550 and, in addition to Sheriffs Posse Road, is to provide access to the
highway.
The development, part of the @Rio project, relates to commercial-residential
work north of U.S. 550 where Bosque Brewing Company is located. Discussions continue on linking the two areas with a river walk under the U.S. 550
—continued next page
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FINANCIAL FOCUS—

Construction returning
to U.S. 550
~SIGNPOST STAFF
With the New Year comes new work and a new lane closure on the newly finished U.S. Highway 550 widening project through Bernalillo.
Beginning on January 3, seven months of rehab work is scheduled to begin
on the downstream half of the Rio Grande bridge, the New Mexico Department
of Transportation announced on December 23. While the upstream half is new
construction, completed in 2018, the southern half is actually two two-lane
bridges tied together and dating to 1984.
“This work is being scheduled now because the bridge is old and in need of
repairs, river flows are at their lowest, and to minimize the impacts to migratory birds and animals that use the bridge during warmer summer months,” the
announcement reads.
During construction, the far right of the three eastbound lane will be closed
from east of Sheriff’s Posse Road to east of the Rio Grande. Access is to be
maintained to all businesses and residences.
That will leave open two lanes, meaning motorists should expect delays especially during weekday morning rush hours.
Work hours are scheduled as 7:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Monday-Friday,
although they may be extended and include weekends if needed.
The contractor on the job is FNF Construction, which over multiple projects
beginning in March, 2013, has rebuilt the U.S. 550-Interstate 25 interchange
and widened about 2.5 miles of the thoroughfare to six lanes through Bernalillo
into Rio Rancho.
NMDOT previously announced there is still some finishing work including
the final protective asphalt layer to do on the two-mile project, completed in
November, between Camino del Pueblo and Rio Rancho. That work is waiting
for warm weather.

Should inflation affect your investment moves?
As you know, inflation heated up in 2021, following
years of pretty stable—and low—numbers. And
now, early in 2022, we’re still seeing elevated prices.
As a consumer, you may need to adjust your activities somewhat, but as an investor, how should you
respond to inflation?
First, it helps to know the causes of this recent
inflationary spike. Essentially, it’s a case of basic
economics—strong demand for goods meeting
inadequate supply, caused by material and labor
shortages, along with shipping and delivery logjams. In other words, too many dollars chasing too
few goods. Once the supply chain issues begin to
ease and consumer spending moves from goods to
services as the COVID-19 pandemic wanes, it’s
likely that inflation will moderate, but it may still
stay above pre-pandemic levels throughout 2022.
Given this outlook, you may want to review
your investment portfolio. First, consider stocks.
Generally speaking, stocks can do well in inflationary periods because companies’ revenues and earnings may increase along with inflation. But some
sectors of the stock market typically do better than
others during inflationary times. Companies that
can pass along higher costs to consumers due to
strong demand for their goods—such as firms that
produce building materials or supply steel or other
commodities to other businesses—can do well.
Conversely, companies that sell nonessential goods
and services, such as appliances, athletic apparel
and entertainment, may struggle more when prices
are rising.
Of course, it’s still a good idea to own a variety of stocks from various industries because it
can help reduce the impact of market volatility on
any one sector. And to help counteract the effects of
rising prices, you might also consider investing in
companies that have a long track record of paying
and raising stock dividends. (Keep in mind, though,
that these companies are not obligated to pay dividends and can reduce or discontinue them at any
time.)
Apart from stocks, how can inflation affect
other types of investments? Think about bonds.
When you invest in a bond, you receive regular

interest payments until the bond matures. But these
payments stay the same, so, over time, rising inflation can eat into your bond’s future income, which
may also cause the price of your bond to drop—
a concern if you decide to sell the bond before it
matures. The impact of inflation is especially sharp
on the price of longer-term bonds because of the
cumulative loss of purchasing power.
However, Treasury Inflation-Protected
Securities (TIPS) can provide some protection
against inflation. The face value, or principal
amount, of each TIPS is $1,000, but this principal is
adjusted based on changes in the U.S. Consumer
Price Index. So, during periods of inflation, your
principal will increase, also increasing your interest
payments. When inflation drops, though, your principal and interest payments will decrease, but you’ll
never receive less than the original principal value
when the TIPS mature. Talk to your financial advisor to determine if TIPS may be appropriate for
you.
Ultimately, inflation may indeed be something to consider when managing your investments. But other factors—especially your risk
tolerance, time horizon and long-term goals—
should still be the driving force behind your investment decisions. A solid investment strategy can
serve you well, regardless of whether prices move
up or down.

Lucas Romero
Financial Advisor
240 S. Camino Del Pueblo
Ste B, Bernalillo, NM 87004
505-867-9635

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local
Edward Jones Financial Advisor. Edward Jones is a licensed insurance producer in all states and Washington, D.C., through Edward
D. Jones & Co., L.P., and in California, New Mexico and Massachusetts through Edward Jones Insurance Agency of California,
L.L.C.; Edward Jones Insurance Agency of New Mexico, L.L.C.;
and Edward Jones Insurance Agency of Massachusetts, L.L.C.

From page 10—Projects
bridge.
The Rio South zone changes stalled twice, first after being approved in 2019
and construction didn’t start within a year. Then a protest in late 2020 by residents of Sheriffs Posse Road over increased traffic on their country lane
delayed Town Council action until the traffic study could be completed.
Also in December:
• Mayor Jack Torres declared December 12 as Martha Liebert Day. Liebert,
the town librarian for 24 years, is now the namesake of the town library. Using
fresh research and the archives of the Sandoval County Historical, she recently
wrote and published a town history, Bernalillo: Between the River & a Hard
Place, with sales benefitting the society.
• The council took note of the Bernalillo High School STEM team, sponsored by Sandia National Laboratories, winning the Governor’s STEM Challenge competition for the third consecutive year.
• Sandoval County District 1 Commissioner Katherine Bruch, D-Placitas,
expressed her disappointment for how the commission divided Bernalillo
among multiple districts while redistricting the five county commission seats.
She apologized for what she saw as the Republican majority failing to meet
“the basic tenets of how our government should work.”
• The council was scheduled to hold its second meeting of the month on
December 27 and consider a light agenda.
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Storytellers, historians, and
more at Placitas library
~DORIS FIELDS

On February 5, at 2:00 p.m., at Placitas Community
Library (PCL), Dr. Jacobo Baca will give a lecture, Las
Mercedes Que No Mueren:Land Grant History in New
Mexico, in the library. In this talk, Dr. Baca will give a
general overview of land grant history in New Mexico,
including how land grants were essential to the settlement of the region by Spain and Mexico and how land
grant recipients had a complex relationship with the
region's indigenous nations. He will discuss settlement
of the middle Rio Grande Valley and contextualize the
settlement of San Antonio de las Huertas, how it served
Spanish designs for the area, and how it contributed and
spawned other land grant communities in the area.
Finally, he will discuss modern land grant history how
land grants have persisted to the present day. All who
are interested to learn more about Land Grants are
encouraged to attend. Light refreshments will be served.
The PCL parking lot can be an interesting observatory.
Recently we saw two carloads of people (perhaps visiting family for the holidays) get out of their cars and go
directly to the PCL brick path. They searched intently
for their bricks and upon finding them, took off their
masks and jackets, and took photos of themselves and
one another, posing with the bricks. Some shed tears.
Others left stones on their person’s memorial brick,
which is customary in some cultures. This was a pleasure and rewarding to see. The PCL Brick Campaign is
ongoing and a way to honor someone or an event. You
may order a brick via the library website: placitaslibrary.com/help-the-library/brick-campaign/.

A RO U N D TO W N
— CO N T I N U E D

Placitas Seller’s open-air
market staff plans for 2022 opening
~NANCY HOLLEY

The Placitas Seller’s continues its give-back policy by featuring a nonprofit or organization at
each market that provides a service to our amazing community in Sandoval County. Vendor fees
and spaces are donated to the featured nonprofit or organization for each market.
Opening date for the Placitas Seller’s Market May 14, 2022. The market is held the second and
forth Saturdays, May through October, weather permitting. The last Saturday market will be the
second annual Placitas Seller’s Holiday Open-Air Market.
To register for your nonprofit or organization, contact Nancy Holley at 515-4323. There are
only a few dates still available.

Book signing at Martha Liebert
Public Library in Bernalillo
~DANIELLE THREADGILL, TOWN OF BERNALILLO

On January 29, at 10:00 a.m., Martha Liebert, Bernalillo’s
most important historian, genealogist, and living cultural
treasure, will talk about her groundbreaking new book entitled Bernalillo: Between a River and a Hard Place in the
library that proudly bears her name, the Martha Liebert
Public Library. A book signing and reception will take
place after the talk. The gorgeous, beautifully produced
book is a major milestone in our local, regional, and state’s
history. The all-ages event is free. No registration required.
The library is located at 124 Calle Malinche. For more information, go to
www.bernalillolibrary.org.
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Village acequia
members elect
new leaders
The three-person board managing the
Placitas village water and irrigation systems
will have two new commissioners and a
new mayordomo following the December
election.
Las Acequias de Placitas Board of Commissioners members are elected at-large, so
the three candidates receiving the most
votes among the four hopefuls took office
on January 1. The election results were:
Noé Charbonneau, a member of the acequias infrastructure
subcommittee, 44 votes.
Carolyn Kennedy, current board treasurer, 44 votes
Robert Lucero, 34 votes
Bert DeLara, now past-president, 32 votes.
Charbonneau, Kennedy, and Lucero will elect a new president from among themselves. Board Secretary Jon Gregg
was not running for reelection.
A separate election was held for mayordomo, the person
who manages the ditches for the parciéntes, residents entitled
to a portion of the water. That vote ended in 30-30 tie
between Rory Eastman, mayordomo for the last three-andone-half years, and Harvey Vigil.
A runoff election had been planned for December 29, but
on December 20 Eastman submitted his resignation from the
position. In his resignation letter, Eastman described his time
in the position as wonderful, adding that he wanted to focus
on his family and advancing his conservation and watermanagement skills and knowledge elsewhere.
Las Acequias also has a certified operator responsible for
water treatment and quality for the domestic water system.
The overall system, with about 180 parciéntes, all eligible to
vote in the election, is one of the few in the state that provides both irrigation and domestic water.
The system relies on snowpack and springs in the Sandia
Mountains for its supply.
“The past board accomplished a lot with the water system
and infrastructure,” DeLara told the Signpost. DeLara, who
served more than 19 years on the board, cited among the
accomplishments working with state agencies, obtaining capital outlay funds, upgrading the holding tank, improving
monitoring systems, adding water lines and meters, and complying with environmental laws.

—BILL DIVEN

~BILL DIVEN

Kevin Fowler casts his ballot during the Las Acequias de Placitas election December 10
at the Placitas Community and Senior Center. Checking in voters and minding the
ballot box are Acequias members Jillian Gonzales (left) and Vivian DeLara (right).
“We want people to realize we weren’t just hanging around but doing a lot of work,” he said.
“The challenges continue to complete the projects we started and get more people to participate
with the water system, the acequias or both.”
One challenge is getting younger generations involved to carry on the traditions and work in
cleaning and maintaining the ditches, an annual rite dating back centuries to the founding of the
state’s acequias.

Placitas Garden Tour gives
back to community
The Placitas Garden Tour, Inc. has donated $1500 each to two local
organizations: the Placitas Community Library and the Sandoval
County Extension Master Gardeners.
The ticketing proceeds from the September 19, 2021, Placitas Garden Tour benefited the two organizations that sponsored the volunteers, who worked at the gardens and helped to facilitate the tour
functions. The Placitas Garden Tour thanks all 2021 volunteers who
helped to make the garden tour run smoothly and guide the tour
guests.
The money donated to the Placitas Community Library is allocated
to be used to refurbish the landscape drip irrigation system. The
money donated to the Sandoval Extension Master Gardeners will be
used for community horticultural educational projects to help Sandoval County residents with their garden questions.

Placitas Garden Tour Chair, Sandra
Liakus (right) presented a $1,500 donation check for Sandoval Extension Master Gardeners to Treasurer Beth
Murphey (left) and Chair Barbara Boyd
(center) in late November as a thank
you benefit for volunteer support for the
2021 Placitas Garden Tour.

Placitas Garden Tour Officers, Sandra Liakus (second from right) and Karen Cox (left), presented a
$1,500 donation check for the Placitas Community
Library to Library Director, Mary Sue Houser (right)
and Library Board President, Doris Fields in December as a thank you benefit for volunteer support for
the 2021 Placitas Garden Tour.
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~HAROLD RIGGS, USDA FOREST SERVICE SOUTHWESTERN REGION
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—JON BOE/USDA FOREST SERVICE

Fire on the landscape

•

There’s a lot of talk over social media and in the news
about “good” fire and “bad” fire. Fire is a natural part of
life in the Southwest, just like tornadoes in the Midwest
and hurricanes in the South. The question we should be
asking is not whether fire is good or bad, but how can
land managers use fire to reduce the potential for extensive damage to the land, wildlife, watersheds, and communities? The answer is to introduce fire strategically as
a preventive measure for our fire-adapted landscapes.
Excessive fuel loading on the ground and a dense
understory can cause a low-intensity surface fire to quickly
transform into a crown fire, which burns hotter with greater
flame lengths and causes greater damage to the ecosystem.
That’s why it’s important to continue thinning, conducting
prescribed fires, and managing natural ignitions to reduce
fuels and help minimize the potential for more severe fires
in the future. The solution to undesired wildfire effects on
the landscape is more fire on the landscape.
As the seasons change, so do fire management strategies.
When the temperature cools, humidity rises and fire danger
Wildland firefighters monitor low-level flames burning through duff on the forest floor
decreases, fire managers turn their attention from respondin Pacheco Canyon near the Santa Fe ski basin in 2019. The U.S. Forest Service worked
ing to wildfires to conducting prescribed fires. Fuels spewith a coalition of partners on what they considered a successful prescribed burn
cialists write detailed prescribed burn plans that identify the
to reduce potential fire fuels in the Santa Fe National Forest.
best conditions under which vegetation will burn to get the
best results—safely. Burn plans consider temperature,
dividing blocks into smaller units and starting early in the day and ending ignihumidity, wind, fuel moistures and ventilation. Fire crews walk the area to
ensure conditions align with the burn plan before deciding whether to proceed. tions early in the afternoon to allow for optimal ventilation. If you are sensitive
to smoke, please prepare in advance for likely smoke impacts by checking with
Prescribed fire is always undertaken with firefighter and public safety as the
your local health department or health care provider about precautions you
first priority.
should take.
Wherever there is fire, there is smoke, and fire managers take great care to
minimize smoke impacts to local communities. Fire crews use tactics such as
—continued next page
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From page 14
—Fire
Although prescribed fire treatments alone cannot stop all large
wildfires, repeated treatments of thinning and burning can help
modify fire behavior by reducing debris and fuels. Repeated
treatments also provide safer and better opportunities for firefighters to engage on wildfire.
While land management agencies are returning fire to the
landscape and taking steps to reduce hazardous fuels, homeowners should do what they can to protect their property by removing flammable materials near the home and creating a buffer
between the house and vegetation. Simple steps can help keep
the public, firefighters, and property safe and improve your
home’s chance of surviving a wildfire.
The frequency of treatments across the national forests in the
Southwestern Region demonstrates the Forest Service’s commitment to promoting a healthier, safer landscape. And that effort
has been bolstered by the recently passed Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act. This support will assist fire management for
years to come.
Understanding that we live in an area where large wildfires
can occur at any time of the year means that we all need to be
prepared, which means an increase in prescribed fire. Our land
management strategy is centered on long-term forest health, and
that strategy includes using prescribed fire on the landscape.
Thank you for your support and cooperation.
Harold Riggs is the acting deputy director of Fire and Aviation Management for the USDA Forest Service Southwestern
Region, which manages 11 national forests in New Mexico and
Arizona.

Prison sentence
ends crime-spree
cases

”

PUBLIC
SAFETY

~BILL DIVEN

A Bernalillo woman facing a litany of felony charges has been sentenced to five
years in prison, minus the time spent in jail awaiting trial.
On December 6, Sarah Garduño, 35, pleaded guilty to armed robbery, theft of
identity and forgery in three separate criminal cases. An additional eight felony
charges and a misdemeanor count were dismissed as part of a plea agreement.
With credit for the 447 days she spent jailed awaiting trial, she’ll be eligible for
release from prison in about three years and nine months, sooner if she accumulates good time while serving her time.
While in prison, Garduño is recommended for participation in the Corrections
Department Residential Drug Abuse Treatment Program and is authorized for a
follow-up program during her five years of supervised probation after release.
According to court and investigative records, Garduño was implicated in the
theft and use of stolen credit cards, one from a Placitas resident whose car was
broken into at Angostura Dam on the Rio Grande near Algodones. The armed robbery charge relates to a vehicle theft in Rio Rancho where she pointed a pistol at
the driver.
Investigators alleged her accomplice in some crimes was Omar Griego, who is
currently serving just over three years in prison. Griego pleaded guilty to his role
in the Rio Rancho car theft and a June, 2020, pursuit that spread across three counties ending in Placitas.
Garduño was alleged to be Griego’s passenger during the pursuit but was not
charged in the case. In Griego’s plea deal, prosecutors dropped an arson charge
related to torching the stolen Humvee as it was abandoned in Placitas village raising fears of a forest fire as exploding ammunition kept firefighters away.
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COVID vaccinations
and COVID testing
FREE OF CHARGE.
Call for your
appointment.
• Women’s Health

• Same Day Appointments
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Steven L. Hartman, MD, Medical Director
Rachel Rankin, MD • Rachel Marzec, FNP-PMHNP
Felina Ortiz, CNM • Rebecca Casalino, CFNP
Brie Anaya, CFNP • Stephen V. Roper, CFNP
Jennifer Webb, LPCC • Madeleine Stevens, LPCC
Sandra Fortier, LCSW

Monday 8 am—5 pm • Tuesday 8 am—5 pm
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Friday 8 am—5 pm

121 Calle Del Presidente
Bernalillo, New Mexico 87004

Charges, arrests extend beyond apparent gang shooting
~BILL DIVEN
A brazen daylight drive-by shooting spawned an
intense investigation by Bernalillo officers who
uncovered Albuquerque gang connections and
seized fentanyl pills, other drugs, and at least one
weapon while making three arrests.
Three days after the December 2 incident,
Bernalillo police filed for, and a judge approved,
arrest warrants identifying three suspects alleged to
be involved in the December 2 gunfire on Calle
Madera. Those are Jesus “Satellite” Sanchez, Gerald
“Rabbit” Griego, and an unnamed 17-year-old male,
according to the Bernalillo Police Department.
Sanchez, wanted for felon in possession of a
firearm, is the only reported casualty from the multitude of flying bullets when he was hit in elbow as
he returned fire from a house. Griego also is charged
with felon in possession, and he and the teen, both
suspected Albuquerque gang members, are charged
with shooting at or from a moving vehicle.
Sanchez and Griego remain at large. The teen was
arrested a week later.
Separately, the investigation prompted the arrests
of two men apparently not involved in the exchange
of shots at home in south Bernalillo. Instead court
records allege one man harbored a criminal suspect,
possible the arrested juvenile, while a man living at
the Calle Madera home was involved sexually with
a 15-year-old girl.
“When we have these critical incidents, we have
these shootings, we are going to be extremely
aggressive in accomplishing our task of solving
this,” BPD Chief Broderick Sharp said during the
December 13 Town Council meeting. “The officers
worked throughout the weekend, so what we did
was put a lot of pressure.”

Along the way, the officers collected video from
surveillance cameras that showed the suspect vehicle, including its license plate. That also helped to
identify the people in the car, Sharp said.
A search warrant served on the Calle Madera
home on December 5 yielded a rifle and a cell
phone containing what Sharp described as inappropriate photographs.
That led to the arrest of Jarome Jaramillo, 20, who
was in a bedroom with the 15-year-old girl when
officers conducted their search. Jaramillo, charged
with criminal sexual penetration, was being held on
a $20,000 bond and is scheduled to make his first
court appears on January 21.
The public defender representing Jaramillo did not
respond to messages seeking comment on the allegation.
“We contacted (the state Children, Youth and
Families Department) on that residence, and we
were able to get some other things going,” Sharp
said. “A ten-year-old was put in protective custody,
and a three-year old was put in protective custody as
a result of the diligence of our officers.”
Shortly before midnight on December 9, BPD
officers arrested Neil Sandoval, 25, of Bernalillo,
after he was seen driving in the Mountain View
neighborhood with Immanuel Segura, 17. While
Sharp did not name the juvenile suspect from the
drive-by, he did say the teen had been arrested.
The criminal complaint filed in Sandoval’s case
only described Segura as the subject of felony arrest
warrants for violent crimes and that he was known
to carry firearms. Three Bernalillo officers initiated
the “high-risk” traffic stop leading to Sandoval’s
arrest and Segura’s apprehension after a foot chase.
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Segura is believed to be in the Bernalillo County
Juvenile Detention Center in Albuquerque.
A government-issue bullet-resistant tactical vest
and a box of pistol cartridges were found in Sandoval’s vehicle, and a search of Sandoval at the
detention center yielded two pills believed to be fentanyl, according to the criminal complaint. In addition to harboring or aiding a felon, Sandoval also
was charged with possession of a controlled substance.
After appearing in Magistrate Court, Sandoval
was released on his own recognizance under numerous conditions and is scheduled for a preliminary
hearing on February 1. His public defender also did
not respond to a request for comment left at her
office.
Overall during the investigation, BPD seized an
AR-15-style rifle, banana clip magazine, ammunition, thirty grams of methamphetamine, five ounces
of Xanax, 26 fentanyl pills, a small bottle of liquid
fentanyl citrate, marijuana, and THC wax. Fentanyl
citrate is prescribed for the most serious cancer pain
that cannot be controlled by other drugs.
In an unrelated case, another search warrant
served on December 9 in conjunction with the Sandoval County Sheriff’s Office found stolen vehicles
and more suspected drugs.
During the Town Council meeting, Sharp made
note of a recent Albuquerque Journal series on how
the explosion of fentanyl is driving crime and other
social problems in the metro area.
“These are Bernalillo officers that did the work,”
Sharp said. “We have competent officers working in
our community, and they are working diligently to
keep us safe.”
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Flash in the Pan—
Whole egg chocolate

Enchantment Acupuncture LLC
Pain? Anxiety? Stress? PTSD? Migraines?
Acupuncture helps with all of these!
I offer a balanced approach to
Holistic Health and Pain Management through
Acupuncture • Cupping • Facial Cupping • Chinese Herbal Formulas

~ARI LEVAUX

He stared at his hot chocolate
like it held the secret
to the universe
—LILITH SAINTCROW

Call to set up your initial appointment today
(505) 401-7738

Heavenly, Earthy,
Perfect Cocoa
Here is my recipe for the thickest, fluffiest and most satisfying hot cocoa on the
planet. It’s your shield against the cold
dark days to come. And you can make as
much as you want, without a
prescription.

—ARI LEVAUX

Jessica Irusta, Doctor of Oriental Medicine
Diplomat of Oriental Medicine • Lic. DOM1129
The hot cocoas in my life had never been acceptable. It was always too thin
and runny. Too much like liquid, and I didn’t want liquid. I wanted a dense
Office: 3 Homesteads Rd, Suite G, Placitas, NM 87043
chocolate cloud in which to lose my sense of direction. To my great joy and
greater girth, I finally solved the mystery of how to manifest this vision into
www.EnchantmentAcupunture.com
reality. My thick hot chocolate is everything I yearned for.
The body of this drinkable soufflé comes from whole eggs. I start by following the example of the Viennese, who famously add egg yolk to their cocoa to
create a decadently smooth, glossy brown emulsion. But unlike the Austrians,
I don’t neglect the whites. Rather, I beat them stiff, and then whisk the stiff
whites into my cocoa.
Unlike whipped cream and other culinary foams, stiff whites won’t dissolve in heat. Their endurVAGUS NERVE REJUVENATION (VNR)
ing density comes from the egg white proteins, aligned by the action of the whisk into fiber-like
A powerful & effective healing therapy
structures that persist in the chocolatey brew. The egg whites make the cocoa so thick and so puffy
it’s like drinking a chocolate cloud as the chocolate cloud drinks you.
Recovery from stress, fatigue, food sensitivities,
On New Year’s Eve, doctor the drinking chocolate with Kahlua. The following morning—New
anxiety, digestion, brain fog, & mood disorders
Year’s Day—add some of this puffy cocoa foam to a cup of coffee, where it will float like profesInformation or scheduling: Patrice Carbaugh
sionally steamed milk. Without mixing with the coffee, the cocoa will still manage to hitch a ride in
pcarbaugh@gmail.com • 505-819-3508 (lv msg)
each sip. As a pair of stimulants, coffee and chocolate act greater than the sum of the parts, because
the theobromine in chocolate and caffeine in coffee are mutually enhancing, as you stare piercingly
River Stone Cate Clark
into the blank canvas that is the year to come.
When hot cocoa can be simultaneously so thick and so silky, anything is possible. So be firm
MASSAGE THERAPY in the Village
with your principles, flexible with your expectations, and perfect with your hot cocoa, and you
Open 9-5 M-F
will crush 2022.

2 tablespoons butter
½ cup semi sweet chips
1 tablespoon vanilla
2 cups milk
3 tablespoons cocoa powder
2 tablespoons sugar
1 cup heavy cream
Pinch nutmeg (optional)
2 eggs
On low heat, melt the butter. Add the
vanilla and chocolate chips, and mix
together without letting anything stick or
burn. Add the cocoa powder and stir it in,
Hot cocoa
quickly followed by about half of milk to
dissolve any lumps and prevent burning.
When it’s smooth, add the cream, nutmeg and the rest of the milk. Slowly bring the cocoa to a simmer, whisking constantly.
Separate the eggs, putting the yolks and whites into separate mixing bowls. As the cocoa heats,
gently add a teaspoon of cocoa to the yolks, stirring vigorously. Do this again and again until the
temperature rises. This tempers the yolks, making them heat resistant, so we don’t end up with
scrambled eggs in our cocoa. Add the hot, tempered yolks to the pot of hot cocoa. Stir it in well.
Turn off the heat.
While the cocoa cools, use a whisk to beat the egg whites stiff.
If you aren’t immunocompromised or otherwise wary of undercooked eggs, you can scoop some of
those stiff whites into a cup and pour the cocoa over them, stirring in as much or little as you wish.
The bland flavor of the egg whites makes for a fun contrast with the cocoa, and you can eat it with a
spoon. Alternatively, let the cocoa cool to room temperature. Fold in the whites and gently reheat,
whisking in the whites until perfectly smooth and thick as wet cement. However you serve it, you’ll
need a spoon to finish the job.
To float some of this foam on coffee, spoon some into a cup and pour the coffee into it. Then drink
your coffee through the cocoa, as you would sip your brew with any nutritious breakfast.

every other week
RiverStoneCate.com • In Placitas
Call to Schedule 505-401-4015

Rachael Tingen, DMD

For the best general dentistry

3 Homesteads Rd., Ste. B
Placitas, NM 87043

Ari LeVaux writes from Missoula, Montana, though a big piece
of his heart haunts the hills, arroyos, and ditches of New Mexico.
His column appears nationally in more than seventy newspapers
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World-renowned cellist takes the
Placitas Artists Series stage in January
~ALLEN BOURNE

One of the world’s premier cellists,
Zuill Bailey, will take the stage on
January 9 at Placitas Artists Series
(PAS) to present a solo cello program
featuring works of Johann Sebastian
Bach and Gaspar Cassadó. The concert
is scheduled for 3:00 p.m. at Las Placitas Presbyterian Church. PAS will
livestream this concert and others
scheduled through March for audiences at home.
Bailey is a Grammy Award-winning,
internationally renowned soloist,
recitalist, artistic director, and teacher.
He has been featured with symphony
orchestras and music festivals worldwide. In 2017, he won the Best Solo
Performance Grammy Award for his
recording of Michael Daugherty’s
“Tales of Hemingway” with the
Nashville Symphony, led by Giancarlo
Guerrero. His extensive discography
includes his newest release—his second recording of the Bach Cello Suites
for PS Audio’s Octave Records label,
recorded and mixed in stereo and multichannel sound.
Bailey’s concert program will
include Bach’s Suite No. 1. In G
Major, Suite No. 3 in C Major and
Suite No. 6 in D Major, as well as

Gaspar Cassadó’s Suite for Solo Cello.
Individual, season, and livestream
concert tickets can be purchased at
PlacitasArtistsSeries.org, where the
concert program, musician bios, and
more may also be found. K-12 students with an adult ticket holder can
attend free, or view free online (go to
Purchase Ticket on the PAS website).
Along with the concert, a visual art
exhibition will be available to live performance attendees in the church’s
Fellowship Hall. Featured artists will
include Mary Luttrell, acrylic painting;
Joyce Rapp, watercolor; Christina
Diaz-Arntzen, art quilts; Jo Anne Frederickson, art quilts; and Erica WendelOglesby, jewelry.
An artist reception will be held at
2:00 p.m., just ahead of the concert.
The art show will be on view at Las
Placitas Presbyterian Church through
the end of January during the church’s
business hours. All artwork on display
is available for purchase.
Placitas Artists Series projects are
made possible in part by New Mexico
Arts, a division of the Department of
Cultural Affairs, and the National
Endowment for the Arts.

Autumn Encounter in the Jemez, oil on Belgium linen, by Joan Fenicle

“Joan Fenicle’s Place” at Wild Hearts
~BARBARA BURZILLO

Place is powerful. It has the ability
to shape us as much as we have the
ability to shape place. Some are so
connected to the place of their
ancestors that they never feel at
home anywhere else. Others leave
their ancestral homes to escape the
power of the memories associated
with place. A few of us feel we
have been connected to certain
places as part of the ageless flow
of energy between all places, all
times and all people. Fenicle finds
the mountains and the high desert
of the Southwest to be such places,
places where she can connect to
that ageless stream of being. In this
exhibition she is sharing some of
her very special places with oil
paint, photography, and mixed
media.
Says Fenicle: “The product of a
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free-range childhood in the
mountains of Colorado, I have
spent a lifetime exploring trails
and dirt roads, sometimes with a
destination in mind, many times
just wandering and enjoying the
mystery of the unknown.”
The Artists' Reception will be
celebrated with fellowship and
refreshments on January 16,
from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. The
gallery will follow all COVID-19
safety measures in place at the
time of the reception.
Wild Hearts Gallery is an artists’
collective of 15 local artists. The
gallery is open Tuesday through
Friday, from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00
p.m., Saturday and Sunday from
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Take a
visual tour of the gallery by
visiting wildheartsgallery.com.

1988

Mosaic New Mexico celebrates
new publication

A RT S

~ERICA WENDEL-OGLESBY
Mosaic New Mexico, a collective of
mosaic artists, is excited to announce
the release of the new publication,
Mosaics of Central New Mexico—a
Self-Guided Tour, in both digital and
paper formats. With forty full-color
pages, it features 65 unique publicly
accessible mosaics from Mountainair,
Placitas, Albuquerque, Rio Rancho,
Bernalillo, Edgewood, and Tijeras.
This guidebook and detailed map will
allow visitors and New Mexico residents to tour and appreciate the
beauty of unique mosaic artwork in
our communities. It has the potential
to make Central New Mexico a
mosaic destination!
A digital version of the publication is available at our website:
www.mosaicnewmexico.com. The printed 8.5x11” guidebooks (available free
of charge) will be distributed to tourism centers, restaurants, galleries, and
other high-traffic locations beginning in January, 2022.
In addition, Mosaic New Mexico is seeking donations to help finance
the ongoing printing costs. Anyone interested in donating can contact us at
mosaicnewmexico@gmail.com.

Call for artists—25th annual Placitas Studio Tour
~NANCY HOLLEY, BOARD OF DIRECTORS, PLACITAS STUDIO TOUR
Celebrating its 25th year, the Placitas Studio Tour invites all Placitas artists to
register for the 2022 Placitas Studio Tour. Applications can be downloaded January 1-15 from the tour’s website: www.PlacitasStudioTour.com. They must be
postmarked by January 15, 2022.
This year, the Placitas Studio Tour will have two additional exhibits open to
the public to preview some of the art that will be offered during the tour. In
April, the tour will collaborate with the Placitas Artist Series for a month-long
exhibit at Las Placitas Presbyterian Church. In May, Celebrating 25 Years, Placitas Studio Tour” will have a month-long exhibit in the new wing of the Placitas
Community Library.
Returning to its traditional Mother’s Day weekend event, May 7-8, the Placitas
Studio Tour has become one of the most highly anticipated studio tours in New
Mexico.
For additional information on the tour visit www.PlacitasStudioTour.com.

Call for artists—Placitas Artists Series 2022-2023
~ALLEN BOURNE, BOARD OF DIRECTORS, PLACITAS ARTISTS SERIES
Placitas Artists Series (PAS) is now inviting entries from area visual artists to
display their work during its 2022-2023 season, which begins in September,
2022. Artists working in all mediums—painting, photography, textiles, as well as
3D work such as jewelry, clay, glass, and sculpture—are encouraged to submit
an application.
PAS presents inspiring art and music in a welcoming venue in the Placitas
foothills, Las Placitas Presbyterian Church. Each month of the September-May
season, four to five two-dimensional artists’ work will be exhibited in the
church’s Fellowship Hall. One three-dimensional artist’s work will be displayed
on tabletop the day of the concert. An artists’ reception is held is in conjunction
with each monthly concert. Selected artists also receive a year of publicity on
the PAS website and mention in PAS newspaper ads, posters, and press releases.
All artwork displayed will be available for purchase.
To apply, artists must complete an application on the PAS website
(www.placitasartistsseries.com), pay a non-refundable application fee of $15,
and submit three jpeg or TIFF images of their work. All art must be appropriate
for family viewing. Deadline for applications is March 1, 2022, and artist selections will be made by April 30.
For additional information, contact Lee Small, PAS visual arts committee
chair, by email at leesmall1000@gmail.com, or by leaving a message at 520991-0017.
Placitas Artists Series projects are made possible in part by New Mexico Arts,
a division of the Department of Cultural Affairs, and the National Endowment
for the Arts.

The Galleria Tamaya uniquely
New Mexican gallery features
handcrafted jewelry, copper-work,
alabaster sculpture, Zuni fetish
carvings, authentic pueblo pottery,
and much more! Find gifts and
collectibles—truly special
and exclusive to this area.

25% OFF
ALL
SHIRTS
(even alreadymarked-down shirts!)

GalleriaTamaya

Located at the Hyatt Regency Tamaya Resort and Spa
1300 Tuyuna Trail, Santa Ana Pueblo, NM 87004
NEW HOURS: OPEN MONDAY THRU SUNDAY • 10AM TO 5PM
(505) 771-6081 • galleriatamaya@gmail.com

Life in Focus—

an exhibit by
Jardineros JPG
Photography Club
~REBECCA COHEN

“Photography is not an art
form at all,” wrote Susan
Sontag in her book On PhoColumbine, photograph, by Michael Payton
tography. “Like language, it
is a medium in which works of art (among other things) are made.”
What distinguishes photographic works of art from those “other things?” Perhaps the answer will reveal itself as visitors peruse the exhibition beginning
January 8 in the Placitas Community Library’s Gracie Lee Community Room.
Assembled by members of the Jardineros JPG Photography Club, the exhibit
entitled Life in Focus reflects a broad spectrum of photographic intent and
technique. This manifests in the effort of these dedicated local photographers to
push the medium beyond making a record of personal history and toward “an
interpretation of reality, not a documentation of reality,” as Mexican photographer Graciela Iturbide once described.
Michael Wile, the group’s coordinator for the exhibition, points to the Jardineros web page description of JPG as a “social, charitable and benevolent
organization composed of residents of Placitas.” He goes on to say that the
group takes its name “from the file extension of an image saved in a compressed image format standardized by the Joint Photographic Experts Group
(JPEG).” Members meet monthly and critique each other’s work, providing
everyone, no matter their level of experience and achievement, an opportunity
to grow.
Participants in Life in Focus include John Allen, Allen Bourne, Roz Corriere,
Jeff Doll, Vicki Kimmel, Harriet Neal, Jim Neal, Michael Payton, Charlotte
Perry, Mike Stoy, Michael Wile, and Joan Wood. The JPG group has exhibited
at the library previously and several members of the group have participated in
juried shows. For some members, this will be the first exhibition in which
they’ve participated.
As always, works exhibited in the Gracie Lee Room are available for purchase and a portion of the sales price will benefit the library. “To collect photographs is to collect the world,” writes Sontag—an interesting notion to keep in
mind when attending the artists’ reception on January 21, from 5:00 to 7:00
p.m., or during the library’s regular hours.
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Show up, listen, take action

A RT S —
CO N T I N U E D

~ANNE FROST

The Placitas Library (PCL) series Placitas Reads: Color, Class, and Caste feedback has led to two new ongoing
groups sponsored by the Library. Participation in the series has whetted the appetites of many for greater awareness of
the structures upon which our culture is built. We at PCL hope to offer continuing opportunities to explore the diverse
realities and experiences of humankind. The Placitas Library community is wondering if PCL should offer a community read again. If you are interested in creating another opportunity for us to explore a book together through the
library, please let me know at annegrey3@gmail.com. We will be meeting to discuss those possibilities in January.
The two new ongoing groups are;
Anne Frost will coordinate a Social Justice Book Group. In this group we will share leadership and explore a variety
of readings and films in the area of social justice. Together we will choose the books we read and our format. The
meeting time can be changed to better suit those who wish to participate. Meeting time: first Fridays at 10am; first
meeting January 7 at 10am in the CMR. For more information please contact Anne at annegrey3@gmail.com.
Osa Arkin will facilitate a twice monthly action-oriented group called SULTA: Show Up, Learn, Take Action. We
will use a variety of web-based sources to study a particular issue through a social justice lens. You can look at the
website antiracismdaily.org to get a sense of our approach. The main goal of the group is to build your knowledge on
issues that resonate with you and increase your capacity to be an advocate for those issues within your social networks; also, to explore actions you might take, beyond signing a petition, with a group of similarly interested people.
This is designed as a drop-in group, so feel welcome to come whenever the schedule works for you. We will usually
work on a new issue each session, so you can jump in at any time.
Meeting times are the first Tuesday of each month at 2:00 p.m. and the third Saturday of each month at 10:00 a.m.
We will begin on January 4, at 2:00 p.m., in the Collin Room (meeting times might change over time, depending on
needs of participants). If you are interested send an email to Osa (osaearkin@gmail.com) with your contact info
(name and phone or email)—this will allow us to keep you posted re: scheduling changes list of potential topics.
Participation in these groups is open to all.

Bye bye 2021; hello 2022
~BILL DIVEN
Who in 2019 could have predicted 2020, and how many
among us have just stopped for a moment to catch our
breath with 2021 now in the rear-view mirror?
The Signpost crystal ball and tea leaves offer no clue
about what lies ahead for 2022. Still, here is a forecast
for 22 random events, centennials, and historical markers
foretold without incantations or dark arts suggesting life
plods onward with occasions to celebrate:
1. JANUARY 14-16: Chama Chile Ski Classic theme
Mythology in the Mountains. Races, fiestas and, as the
year began, snow. SkiChama.com.
2. JANUARY 22: Santa Fe’s La Fonda on the Plaza hosts
the Party of the Century celebrating the centennial of its
iconic building, the latest structure on the oldest hotel
corner in the U.S. (Sorry… already sold out.)
3. FEBRUARY 1: Filing day for political parties’ nominating conventions. After all the hype and hope, find out
who thinks they can make it to the June primary as a candidate for governor or other statewide office. Legislative
and county candidates file on March 4.
4. MARCH 1: Municipal Election Day for villages,
towns, and cities clinging to their traditional Election
Days instead of shifting to November. Those include
Bernalillo, Corrales, Cuba, San Ysidro. and Rio Rancho.
5. APRIL 1: Approximate beginning of irrigation season
in the Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District. After a
tough 2021 season, the prospect for La Niña producing
heavy high-country snow isn’t promising.
6. MAY 16: Total lunar eclipse. (A second eclipse
occurs on November 8.)
7. MAY 22: Kevin Vigneau and Friends, chamber music
for oboe and strings. Final performance of the Placitas
Artists Series 35th Anniversary 2021-2022 season. Also,
monthly shows January-April. PlacitasArts.org.
8. JUNE 7: Primary Election Day. All the noise comes
into focus as political parties settle their internal arguments over who runs for which office.
9. JULY 1-3: Roswell UFO Festival, 75th anniversary of
the 1947 Roswell Incident when something crashed near
Roswell. UFOFestival.com
10. JULY 13: Tenth anniversary of the Bureau of Land
Management releasing a draft plan for governing the
agency’s land and mineral resources in six New Mexico
counties. That includes 4,300 acres in Placitas. Might
2022 be the year the draft becomes final?

11. AUGUST 10: Feast Day of San Lorenzo, patron saint
of Bernalillo, central to the three days of the 329th annual
Fiestas de San Lorenzo.
12. AUGUST 10, 1680: New Mexico pueblos revolt and
evict Spanish settlers from the territory. Many pueblos
celebrate saints’ feast days during the year and pre-pandemic would open to the public. Current information at
IndianPueblo.org.
13. SEPTEMBER 2: Burning of Zozobra in Santa Fe.
Incinerate your worries as Old Man Gloom goes up in
flames. BurnZozobra.com.
14. SEPTEMBER 3-4: Hatch Chile Festival in the village
of Hatch. Events, parade, real chile farmers, and the
state’s favorite fruit by the bushel.
HatchChileFestival.org.
15. SEPTEMBER 8-18: New Mexico State Fair, the
biggest show around, looking to recover from pandemic
side effects.
16. OCTOBER 1-19: Fiftieth Albuquerque International
Balloon Fiesta. The only hot air welcome leading to Election Day.
17. OCTOBER 14,1922: New Mexico College of Agriculture and Mechanic Arts (now NMSU) broadcasts first
play-by-play football broadcast of a football game west
of the Mississippi. Aggies defeat Albuquerque Indian
School 56-0. The Las Cruces station became Albuquerque’s KKOB.
18. OCTOBER 27, 1922: Birth of Ralph Kiner in Santa
Rita, N.M. The Hall of Fame left fielder and first baseman played for the Pittsburgh Pirates, Chicago Cubs, and
Cleveland Indians 1946-1955, later broadcasting New
York Mets games.
19. NOVEMBER 7, 1922: Bertha M. Paxton of Doña Ana
County becomes the first woman elected to the New
Mexico Legislature a year after the 19th Amendment
took effect.
20. NOVEMBER 8: Election Day for U.S. House, governor, other statewide offices, state House and Senate seats
and county offices plus bond issues and possibly constitutional amendments.
21. NOVEMBER 9: Temporary freedom from political
robocalls, TV advertising, and candidate shouting begins.
22. DECEMBER 31: Another pandemic years ends, one
hopes, on a happier and healthier note with an extra reason to celebrate the coming of 2023.
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Tree-cycling
available through
January 9
~ANNEMARIE L. GARCÍA
Residents of Rio Rancho, Sandoval
County, and Albuquerque will be
able to have cut Christmas trees
recycled for free courtesy of PNM,
the City of Rio Rancho’s Keep Rio
Rancho Beautiful Division (KRRB),
and Sandoval County.
Through January 9, 2022, cut
trees that have had all decorations,
tinsel, tree spikes, and stands
removed can be brought to:
• Rio Rancho Sports Complex,
3501 High Resort Blvd. (can be
dropped off at any time)
• Sandoval County Landfill, 2708
Iris Rd. (A single cut tree and no
other waste, can be dropped off
between 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., Monday through Saturday)
• Montessa Park Convenience
Center, 3512 Los Picaros SE, (505)
768-3930
• Eagle Rock Convenience Center,
6301 Eagle Rock NE, (505) 7683925
• Ladera Golf Course, 3401
Ladera Drive NW, (505) 836-4449
Commercial quantities of Christmas trees will not be accepted and
residents are responsible for unloading their trees. Free mulch is available at the Rio Rancho Sports
Complex on a first-come, firstserved basis while supplies last.
Mulching will take place on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, and
residents are responsible for loading
their mulch.
Residents are urged to return
Christmas trees back to the environment by recycling. Mulch generated
from Christmas trees can be used to
provide a better growing environment for plants, city parks, and
home landscapes. Mulch helps
retain moisture in soil, acts as an
insulating blanket to protect soil
against extreme temperatures, and
reduces weed growth. Recycling
Christmas trees allows the tree to
complete its natural life cycle by
nurturing soil so other living things
can grow.
For over 25 years, PNM vegetation crews have donated their equipment and time for this annual event,
which is one of the many ways the
company demonstrates its support
for the environment and works to
improve quality of life in New Mexico’s communities.
KRRB is a division of Rio Rancho’s Parks, Recreation and Community Services Department. For
more information, call 891-5015.
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Paul Skrak (second from right) conveys some of his knowledge to a younger generation.

Soil health in Peña Blanca
~LYNN MONTGOMERY, CHAIR, CORONADO SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT (SWCD)
Coronado SWCD managed two healthy soil grants
this year from the NM Healthy Soil Program
administered by the NM Department of Agriculture.
One, an ambitious field restoration project in Algodones, proposed field leveling, cover cropping, and
integrated grazing, was upended by destructive
flooding. The other, equally ambitious, was in three
large fields in Peña Blanca. The applicant, Paul
Skrak, proposed to jump-start increased fertility by
utilizing new kinds of amendments to give soil
organisms a cozy home. Paul is an industrious and
creative farmer who used cover cropping, minimum
tillage, adding fortified heat-treated chicken
manure, and all sorts of techniques he tried for each
specific field.
Soil Health grantees must have their soils tested
initially, to determine benchmarks, and at the conclusion to determine results. Paul used the relatively
new Haney test, developed by Dr. Rick Haney,
which evaluates soil health. The only lab in the
West that does this is in Washington State, which
Paul utilized. He was able to speak with Dr. Haney
about the final results. There was lots of improvement and some declines, but overall Paul is on the
right path and will continue.
The main additive used was TerraProAg which is
carbon based. It was provided by Jim Gray of Sterling Pacific Services. Jim consulted closely with
Paul throughout the project. Although expensive, it
only needs to be incorporated once. The carbon will
stay in the soil virtually forever. Many stimulants

and catalysts were added to help things get off to a
good start. There now is a good foundation to continue to build the productivity of his fields.
One of the requirements of a healthy soil grant is
to conduct a tour of the project open to the public.
Paul held his on October 27. Coronado supervisor
Kathleen Groody assisted Paul throughout the project, being a good farmer herself, and secured the
Peña Blanca fire station for a morning workshop
session.
We had presentations from:
• Lance Gunderson, Regen Ag Labs/Soil Sampling Importance & Proper Sampling Methods
• Tim Prickett/Owner Rashco Equipment Moses
Lake, WA/Minimum Tillage Practices
• Lynn Montgomery, Chair, Coronado Soil &
Water Conservation District, Healthy Soil Act &
NM Healthy Soil Working Group
• David Dickson/Crop & Soils Agronomist,
Queens Creek, AZ/The importance of carbon in
building a soil profile and relationship to crops.
• Gabrielle Coughlin/Agronomist/Agroecologist,
Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District. Local
soils overview.
• Carolyn Kennedy/District Manager, Coronado
Soil & Water Conservation District…closing comments on the Healthy Soil Program
Lunch was provided by Paul and served by local
community members. Thanks to all for hosting such
an informative event.
After lunch we caravanned out to the three fields.

It was a beautiful fall day. Paul explained his methods, results, successes and failures, and things he
intends to do in the future. Paul is constantly asking
himself questions, a mark of a good farmer.
The evert was a great success. Paul and company
plan to do more in the future.
In other news:
Lynn Montgomery and Orlando Lucero were
re-elected in the November elections.
On October 1, supervisor Charles Torres resigned
because of health reasons. Sadly, we recently
learned he passed away. Sympathies go out to his
family and many friends. Charles brought cheerfulness and quiet dignity to the Board. We will miss
him.
At our November 18 meeting, the Board
appointed Associate Supervisor Mary Catherine
Baca of Bernalillo to fill the vacancy.
Although Orlando Lucero won his election and
intended to serve, medical issues forced him to
resign on December 5. Orlando brought exuberance
and extensive local knowledge to the Board. He is
never at a loss for a good joke. We will miss him,
too.
At our December 16 meeting, we appointed Associate Supervisor Susan Harrelson of Placitas to fill
the vacancy.

The Middle Rio Grande Water Advocates to host virtual conference
“The Great Change, Surviving New Mexico’s Arid Future—A Call to Action”
~CAROLYN KENNEDY
Water governance in New Mexico has been neglected and underfunded for too
long and is grossly inadequate for our climate change future. Improved state,
regional, and local water planning, administration, adaptation, equitable shortage sharing and stewardship are required for New Mexico to best sustain the
State’s economy, environment, and diverse cultures.
This conference is a call for greater civic engagement to face our climate
change future, support state-wide generational change and stop our uncontrolled slide to disaster by demanding, participating in and influencing government decisions that must improve our “Water is Life” future.
Keynote Speaker on January 8, 2022, will be CD1 Representative Melanie

Stansbury on Effecting Transformative Change in NM Water Governance.
Subsequent conference sessions scheduled for the following two Wednesday
evenings and Saturday mornings will feature a number of expert speakers,
including MRGCD CEO Mike Hamman, recently appointed by the Governor
to be the State’s Water Advisor and Paula Garcia, Executive Director of the
New Mexico Acequia Association, to inform and inspire engaging discussions
on the essential subjects for transforming water governance in New Mexico.
More information about the Conference and a free registration link can be
found on the Water Advocates website at
www.mrgwateradvocates.org/next-conference/.
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GAUNTLET

The Signpost welcomes letters of opinion. Letters are subject to editing for length, clarity,
libel, and other considerations. Mail to: Signpost, P. O. Box 889,
Placitas, NM, 87043 or send to: email@sandovalsignpost.com

LETTERS • OPINIONS • LOCAL ISSUES

Eastern Sandoval Citizens
Association (ESCA)
—JEAN ROBERTS, BOARD OF DIRECTORS, ESCA
ESCA volunteers recently completed our biannual cleanup of
Highway 165. Through the Adopt-a-Highway Program, ESCA
is responsible for removing trash from the first mile of the
“main street” of Placitas so that it is clean and beautiful as residents and visitors enter our area. The ESCA Board of Directors
would like to thank the 17 volunteers who helped out this time,
and in particular, we thank Irene Gale for her many years of
organizing this effort for ESCA.
We never know what we might find when we do these
cleanups. This time, we found a chair missing its seat. When
we came back to pick it up, it was gone. We’re happy that
someone found a good use for it!
Phil Messuri will organize our next cleanup in the spring,
tentatively set for April 23, at 9:00 a.m. The more volunteers,
the faster we’ll finish, so please consider helping out.
Also, please remember to renew your ESCA membership if
you haven’t done so, or join us if you’re not yet a member. You
can find more information on our website: www.es-ca.org.
The ESCA Board of Directors wishes happy holidays and a
healthy and fruitful 2022 to all!

re: Blessings Day thanks
2021 Blessings Day was a huge success that would
not have been possible without the generosity of
various individuals, groups and organizations.
Seventy-one families, including 250 children,
received the makings for a complete holiday dinner,
while every child received a $50 gift card. The
mechanics of the distribution was changed this year,
allowing families to remain in their vehicles, so that
Covid-19 restrictions would be followed. Families
living in Bernalillo, Placitas, Sandia, Santa Ana,
and San Felipe were included. St. Vincent de Paul
Society of Our Lady of Sorrows parish thanks you
and wishes you all a healthy and happy 2022.
—RENEE KIRK

re: Thanks clean-up crew!
A wonderful sense of community is demonstrated by the group of Placitas residents who
get out and pick up debris on 165. We’ve seen them work as a team serving this community for a long time now. How grateful we are. So to those folks who do this service, we
wish you a very wonderful new year. THANK YOU!
—CHRIS HUBER, Placitas Heights

re: Animal poisoning

Las Placitas Association (LPA)
—JOAN FENICLE, BOARD OF DIRECTORS, LPA
Over three-hundred Placitans made their voices heard on the
subject of improving safety for bikers and walkers along Highway 165. Detailed survey results are being compiled and meetings planned to determine the path ahead in 2022. Here are a
few highlights:
• Most of the respondents are from zip code 87043
• 26 percent were bikers, 24 percent walkers, and 11 percent
equestrians
• 79 percent believe conditions along 165 are unsafe for bikers and walkers
• 79 percent think LPA should pursue funding for bike and
walking paths along 165
Best new comment: “This is a great idea and have hoped for
years that the community would feel the same. I would definitely use a path. I would prefer a dirt path/trail for
walkers/runners alongside a paved trail… as a walker who now
drives to Albuquerque to walk the dirt path around Albuquerque Academy, I would absolutely love a dirt path here.”
KUPR ended the year on a good note with a new ADA compliant studio entrance and positive bank balance thanks to all
of you. The year-end Adventure Auction is still open as they
were reminded that many are distracted with visitors, travel,
and events over the holidays. The auction will end January 7,
so you only have a few days to get your bid in at kupr.org.
A special thank you goes to those who donated auction.
Pathways: Wildlife Corridors of New Mexico has been
invited to Wild Hearts Gallery for the month of February.
Pathways will share with the community its work identifying
and protecting the wildlife connectivity between the north
end of the Sandias and nearby mountain ranges—work that is
dear to our hearts here at LPA.
Cases of omicron are doubling every two days. That’s
seven times faster than the spread of delta when that variant
appeared. Wear your mask. Get your booster at your neighborhood pharmacy! Be cautious of groups where you don’t know
everyone’s vaccination status. Stay safe!

This was written three years ago and the problem continues. Recently neighbors in
Ranchos de Placitas reported finding several dead owls as well as a dead coyote on their
property.
DEAD OWL FOUND!
If you’re using poison to kill mice and packrats on your property, PLEASE STOP! You
are killing the owls and coyotes that prey on rodents. If packrats are getting into your
engine, put a 2x6 under your hood to prop it open six inches and secure it with a bungee
cord. That’s all you need to do to keep them out!
I posted this notice in my neighborhood and at our local library. I felt bad about this
little brown speckled owl that I found in my backyard under a bush. A new neighbor,
recently relocated from the city, admitted to putting out poison pellets for the packrats.
She agreed to stop and try our 2x6 remedy for the packrats which can be an expensive
problem for people living in the foothills of the Sandias. A string of led lights also works
well. We live on the interface between the city and the wild with coyotes, bobcats, bears,
and the occasional mountain lion….and lots and lots of rodents: mice, squirrels and packrats.
Packrats love to crawl into vehicle engines and snack on the wiring. Our last packrat
disaster—and there have been several over the years—cost $2,700 at the dealership. We
had returned late from a trip and neglected to put in the ‘rat bar.’ The next morning my
husband Dave turned over the engine to move the truck and the dashboard lit up like a
pinball machine. He drove it immediately to the dealership, fingers crossed. When the
mechanic lifted the hood, a large packrat jumped out and ran across the parking lot. All
the guys pulled out their phones to take a picture and then the poor rat was run over. (I
have affection for packrats—they have cute Disney faces, furry tails, and amusing habits,
except for eating the wiring in my truck, of course).
Fortunately, we had insurance to cover all but the $100 deductible. Many people, however, get stuck with the pricey repair and hit the panic button. You can’t blame them. They
either put out poison or call in a pest control company to do it for them. There are reputable pest control companies who practice IPM or Integrated Pest Management (aka pest
proofing) rather than just put out poison traps or worse yet, cruel and inhumane glue
boards to immobilize the mouse until it dies from exhaustion struggling to get free. If you
hire a pest control company, by all means quiz them to find out exactly what they plan to
do. In most cases, you can do the job yourself. The most humane method is curiosity traps
like Tin Cats or Repeater that will collect several mice that can then be released back into
the wild away from your house. If you can stand the gruesomeness of it, snap traps will
do the job but be sure to bait them with gum drops or tootsie rolls that will stick to the
mouse’s teeth and not get nibbled and licked away.
Whatever you do, DO NOT put out poison pellets inside or out. If it’s in your house, the
mouse could crawl off and die in some hidden place and stink to high heaven. If you put
poison around outside, you will endanger your pets, children (some baits look like candy),
and other animals that feed on the poisoned mice. They will drag their weakened selves
off and make easy prey to owls, coyotes, your dog or cat. And it won’t work! For every
—continued next page
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From page 22—Poison
rodent you kill, there will be a new one to
fill the vacancy you created. You will be
starting a destructive cycle that will ripple
through the environment causing death
and disease far beyond the poison that
you put out. Coyotes who eat poisoned
mice or fruit laced with pesticides have
weakened immune systems leading to
diseases like mange.
I hope you’re now thoroughly alarmed
and sworn to never use rodenticides.
Don’t despair. Visit:
naturalcleaningguide.com for ten nontoxic methods to get rid of mice, ranging
from peppermint oil-soaked cotton balls
to instant potatoes to dryer sheets. My
personal favorite: get a cat! I’ve had
mousers all my life without incident, but I
have heard of cats getting sick from eating a poisoned mouse. Cats are not scavengers and won’t eat dead animals like a
dog or coyote but if the mouse is poisoned and still active it could happen, so
beware.
Whatever you do, please don’t use
rodenticides.
—BARBARA ROCKWELL, Placitas

Town’s holiday
spirits shine
brightly
A series of holiday events lit up the
town, holiday spirit, and youngsters’ eyes
in Bernalillo this December.
From the tree and water tower lightings, light decorating contest, and nighttime Christmas parade to social events,
visits from Santa, and hot cider and biscochitos, it was a busy month for residents and town staff.
The month began with the December 3
lighting of the Christmas tree in front of
Town Hall and Felíz Navidád lighted
across the Rotary Park water tower, a
historic relic of the town’s rowdy lumber
mill days. Caroling, cider, and biscochitos rounded out the evening.
The featured family events including
music and a Santa Claus story time at the
Martha Liebert Public Library. That
evening brought the annual parade with
lighted vehicles and floats cruising down
Camino del Pueblo as assorted elves and
Mrs. Santa tossed candy to the crowd lining the sidewalks.
Last year, with pandemic restrictions in
place, the tree and tower lightings
became online events, and the 36th
annual parade was cancelled.
Crowds returned this year with the
parade ending at Rotary Park with more
seasonal refreshments and the awarding
of ribbons to parade decoration winners.
Those winners were:
YOUTH CATEGORY: 1st—Bernalillo Middle School; 2nd—Bernalillo High School
Cheer; 3rd—First Assembly Youth
VEHICLE CATEGORY: 1st—Low Vision
Car & Bike Club; 2nd—Down Low Car
Club; 3rd—Yolanda Miranda de Contreras
NONCOMMERCIAL CATEGORY: 1st—
UnderTriker; 2nd—Knights of Colum-

bus; 3rd—Coronado Little League
COMMERCIAL CATEGORY: 1st—
Bernalillo Feed & Chevron; 2nd—The
Range Café; 3rd—Road Runner Waste
Service
Twenty-one homes, schools, and
businesses participated in the newly
revived Brighten Bernalillo lighting
competition with judging on the night
of December 18. The business winners
were:
1st—W.D. Carroll Elementary
School; 2nd—Village in the Bosque;
3rd—Bernalillo Feed.
Ten homes also were awarded ribbons listed by addresses on South
Camino del Pueblo (two homes), Los
Arboles Road, Calle Barrio Nuevo, Calle
Don Vicente, Calle San Lorenzo (two
homes), Calle Valle Serrano, Swann
Loop, and Sawmill Road.
The town’s January newsletter lauds
residents’ participation in the various
events. “Your sense of community and
wanting to spread the Christmas cheer is
exactly what we needed in our community,” the newsletter reads.
The text also thanks the donors of toys
and funds to the annual Children’s
Christmas Fund, which provided gifts to
children whose parents made requests.
The town singled out the Bernalillo
United Methodist Church and Road Runner Waste Services for their support of
the program.

—STORY PHOTOS BY BILL DIVEN

~SIGNPOST STAFF

Mark Chavez is at the wheel of the three-wheeled UnderTriker as
Mrs. Santa Claus, also known as Heather Medieros, fishes candy from
her bag to toss into the crowd lining Camino del Pueblo. The inflated
holiday characters ride a glassed-in trailer, which doubles as a hearse
giving the trike its name, contributed to a first-place award among
noncommercial entries in the annual town Christmas parade.

(To right) Parade fans wave as a cowboy
on his snowy perch waves back from the
Bernalillo Feed & Chevron float making
its way down Camino del Pueblo during
the annual town Christmas parade. The
float won the top award among
commercial entries in the parade.
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S I G N P O S T CO M M U N I T Y C A L E N D A R
SOME OF THESE ONGOING LISTINGS ARE TEMPORARILY CANCELLED DUE TO THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC.
PLEASE CHECK VIA THEIR CONTACT INFORMATION TO SEE WHEN AND IF THEY WILL RESUME.
[“First Monday” means the first Monday of each month.]
Daily: The Mayor Hull Show. Go to rrnm.gov/mayorhullshow. Rio
Rancho Mayor Gregg Hull talks about issues facing Rio Rancho.
Daily: Recreating at Valles Caldera National Preserve. The park
landscape remains open to vehicles along NM-4 and pedestrian/bicycle
access along trails, as designated. For a complete list of activities at the
National Preserve, go to https://www.nps.gov/vall/index.htm.
Monthly: Various community events at Rio Rancho Libraries. Rio
Rancho libraries—Esther Bone and Loma Colorado—will be hosting a
variety of events all month long ranging from book signings, to poetry
readings, lectures, concerts, arts and crafts, meet and greets, etc. For
more information about the library or each month’s activities, visit
www.riorancholibraries.org.
Mondays: Bernalillo/Placitas open Al-Anon meeting for families
and friends of alcoholics/problem drinkers. 7:30-8:30. Held at the
Bernalillo United Methodist Church, 136 Calle Don Andres (behind
Abuelitas), Bernalillo. Maximum: 12 people; masks required. Info: 2622177.
Second and fourth Mondays: Bernalillo Town Council meeting. 6:30
p.m. Held at Bernalillo Town Hall. Info: call 867-3311, townofbernalillo.org.
Mondays through Saturdays: Alcoholics Anonymous meetings in
Bernalillo. For a complete list of schedules, visit the website
at www.albuquerqueaa.org or call Central Office at 266-1900, open
24/7.
First Tuesdays: Albuquerque Newcomers’ Club Welcome Coffee. 10
a.m. Held at Sandia Presbyterian Church (not affiliated with church)—
10704 Paseo del Norte. Membership is open to residents who have lived
in the Albuquerque area (including Sandoval County) for five years or
less, or who are having major changes in their lives. Make new friends
and increase your social life. Sign up for monthly luncheons and speakers, dining out, visits to area attractions, book and movie groups,
bridge, bunco, mah-jongg, walking, wine tastings, etc. Singles’ and
men’s groups. www.abqnewcomers@gmail.com. 321-6970.
First Tuesdays: Coronado Kennel Club meeting. 7:30 p.m. All-breed
kennel club. Schedule changes in August and December. Call 867-4510
for meeting location.
First Tuesday: Monthly ice cream social hosted by the Kiwanis
Club. 6 p.m. Held at the Paleta Bar in Bernalillo—510 NM Highway
528.
Third Tuesday: Open meeting of the Sandia Vista Amateur Radio
Club. 7 p.m. Held at Fire Station 41 on highway 165, just east of the
Placitas Community Library. Everyone is welcome to attend meetings,
whether or not they have an FCC License.
Third Tuesdays: Bead Society of New Mexico (BSNM) Monthly
Membership Meeting. 6-8 p.m. The BSNM’s purpose is to provide for
the benefit and development of our members and the community at
large through education, appreciation, and involvement in the field of
beads and bead-related subjects. We do not meet in July or December.
Please check our website in case of occasional changes. Meets at
Heights Cumberland Presbyterian Church, 8600 Academy Road NE. For
more information, go to beadsocietyNM.org.

Tuesdays: Haven House Domestic Violence Support Group for
women whose lives have been touched by domestic violence. 6:308:00 p.m. Topics include: Dynamics of Domestic Violence, Safety Plans,
Developing Healthy Relationships, and information about available
services. All sessions are confidential and free of charge. Held at Rio
Rancho First Baptist Church, corner of Route 528 and 19th Avenue.
896-4869 or 1-800-526-7157.
Tuesday and Thursday: Sandoval County Historical Society is open.
9-noon. Photo Archive, Library, and Family Research. Located between
Warrior gas station and Santa Ana Star casino on US 550.
Wednesdays, Fridays, and Sundays: Play Pickleball, 6-8 p.m. Pickleball
is a game played on a court with paddles and a whiffle ball. The court is
smaller than a tennis court and allows people to play who no longer
want to run and jump as they did in their younger years. Anyone can
play, even if they have never played tennis. Info: 505-934-2649. At
Bernalillo Community Center.
Wednesdays: Cub Scout meetings. 6:30-7:30 p.m. Held at the LDS
Church Center in Bernalillo, west of I-25’s Exit 240. New members are
always welcome. 867-4689, 867-2047.
Wednesdays: Rotary Club of Rio Rancho Sunrise. 7 a.m. For breakfast, fellowship, a great speaker, and a chance to get involved in local
and worldwide service projects. At Club Rio Rancho (used to be
Chamisa Hills CC), 500 Country Club Drive, Rio Rancho. Info: Mac
McKinney, 892-4313.
Wednesdays: Urban Horticulture Class Continuing Series. 1-3 p.m.
Sponsored by the SandovalMasterGardeners.org. Free and open to the
public. Registration preferred. SandovalMasterGardeners.org. Sandoval
County Ext. Office, Bernalillo. 929-0414.
First Wednesdays: Free civil legal clinic offered. 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Held
in the third-floor conference room of the Second District Courthouse,
at the southwest corner of Lomas and Fourth, NW. Free legal advice on
a number of civil legal issues. No family law services will be offered.
Attendance is limited to the first 25 persons who qualify for lowincome assistance. Interpreters and bilingual attorneys will be on hand.
Attendees should bring all of their paperwork. Expect about a thirtyminute, free legal consultation. 797-6077.
Second Wednesdays: Visionary Arts & Crafts Guild (VACG) monthly
membership meeting. 6-8 p.m. VACG’s mission is to develop a fellowship among craftspeople and facilitate a market for crafts. The VACG
supports the “Art of Craft” through exhibitions, education, and public
awareness to promote the development and appreciation of craftspeople and their work. Meets all months except October, November, and
December. Info: vacgnm@gmail.com, facebook.com/vacgnm,
VACGNM.com.
Second Wednesdays: Rio Rancho Art Association (RRAA) monthly
membership meeting. 6:30-8:30 p.m. RRAA is a non-juried/all mediums regional art association. You need not be a resident of Rio Rancho
to join. Held in Don Chalmer’s Ford Community Room, 2500 Rio Rancho Boulevard, Rio Rancho. www.rraausa.org, www.rioranchoartassociation.blogspot.com or 301-2009.
Second and fourth Wednesdays: Sandoval County Civitans meet.
6:00 p.m. Held at Fair Winds, 920 Riverview Drive SE, Rio Rancho. 8986884.

Third Tuesdays: Monthly meeting of the Republican Party of Sandoval County (RPSC). 7 p.m. Held at the Gospel Light Baptist Church,
1500 Southern Boulevard in Rio Rancho. www.SandovalGOP.com.

Third Wednesdays: Las Placitas Association meets in person. 6 p.m.
Visitors are welcome. Email: theboard@lasplacitas.org for an invitation
and further details.

Third Tuesdays: Sandia Vista Amateur Radio Club. 7 p.m. Help provide emergency communications in Placitas. Become a “HAM” radio
operator. We will help you get your FCC license. Visitors welcome. Held
at the Placitas Fire Station No. 41, Hwy 165, near the Library. Info: sandiavista.net..

Thursdays: Sandoval County Historical Society archives and
library are open to members and the public for family research. 9
a.m.-Noon. Bernalillo. Info: 867-2755.

Fourth Tuesdays: Pathways: Wildlife Corridors of NM monthly
meeting. 6:30 p.m. Held at Placitas Community Center. Open to the
public. pathwayswc.wordpress.com.

First Thursdays: Sandoval County veteran’s outreach and business
counseling. 1-4 p.m. Held at the Sandoval County Administrative
Building, 1500 Idalia Road in Bernalillo. All honorably- discharged veterans may be entitled to VA benefits and state Veteran benefits. Come
learn about your potential benefits. Bring your DD-214. 383-2414.

Fourth Tuesdays: Eastern Sandoval County Arroyo Flood Control
Authority (ESCAFCA) meeting. 6 p.m. Held in the Town of Bernalillo
Council Chambers. Persons wishing to be on the agenda or persons
with disabilities who need accommodations should call 771-7110 by
the first Tuesday. Board meeting agenda is posted on the ESCAFCA
website (escafca.com) and at the front desk of the Town Hall by Friday
preceding the meeting.

First Thursdays: Art and Music at the Loma Colorado Main Library
Auditorium, Rio Rancho. Info: riorancholibraries.org, 505-891-5013.

Fourth Tuesdays: Placitas Democrats and Friends. 6-7:30 p.m. Held
at Placitas Community Library. Meetings are open to the public and
feature candidates for local, state, national offices.
www.sandovaldemocrats.org, 259-5860.

Third Thursdays: Placitas Community Library Board of Directors
meetings. At the Placitas Community Library, 453 Hwy 165. 6:30 p.m.
Open to the public. Meeting agendas are posted at the library and
Placitas Post Office.

First and third Thursdays: Sandoval County Commission meeting.
6 p.m. Unless otherwise noted, all meetings will be held in the Sandoval
Administration Building, 1500 Idalia Road Building D, Bernalillo. Info
or meeting agenda: www.sandovalcounty.com, 867-7500.

PAGE 24 • JANUARY 2022 • S ANDOVAL S IGNPOST • S ERVING

Fourth Thursdays: Sandoval County Development Planning & Zoning Commission. 6 p.m. Held at the Sandoval County Administration
Building, 1500 Idalia Road., Bldg. D, Bernalillo.
Last Thursdays: Sandoval County veteran’s outreach and business
counseling. 11 a.m.-2 p.m. Held at 433 Meadowlark SE in Rio Rancho.
All honorably-discharged veterans may be entitled to VA benefits and
state Veteran benefits. Come learn about your potential benefits. Bring
your DD-214. 383-2414.
Fridays: Sandoval County Stroke Support Group. 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Provides weekly support to survivors of stroke, their caregivers, adult
family members, and health care providers. Water and light snacks provided. No charge for meetings. Social outings arranged six times a year.
Geri: 620-8802.
First Fridays: Monthly luncheon of the Democratic Party of Sandoval County. 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Range Cafe in Bernalillo, 925 Camino
del Pueblo. Sandoval Democrats gather once a month (most months) to
welcome speakers, candidates, and government representatives. You pay
for your lunch from the menu, or come for just the meeting. www.sandovaldemocrats.org.
Second Friday: Luncheon of the San-Bern Federated Republican
Women. Starts at 11:30 a.m. Held at Rio Rancho Inn and Conference
Center—1465 Rio Rancho Blvd. SE, Rio Rancho, 87124. The meet-andgreet luncheons are to discuss business and politics for both Sandoval
and Bernalillo County Republican interests. Our aim is to promote an
informed public through political education and activity. All Republican men and women invited to attend. Contact Julie Wright at 7204883 or go to www.sanbernfrw.org.
Saturdays: Los Ranchos Growers’ Market is open! 8 a.m.-11 a.m. Thirty
to 50 vendors offer fresh produce, greens, eggs, fruit, honey, jams/jellies,
baked goods, jerky, grass-fed beef, seedlings/plants, and flowers. Readyto-eat vendors. Leashed pets welcome. Celebrate the lavender and garlic
on July 10. Open through November. At 6718 Rio Grande Boulevard
NW in the Village of Los Ranchos, in the Tennis Court Parking lot. Free
and vendors accept WIC/Senior discounts. Montoya4664@hotmail.com,
610-9591, or Los Ranchos Growers’ Market on Facebook.
Saturdays: Casa Rosa Food Bank. Open 9-11 a.m. Held in the pink
house east of Las Placitas Presbyterian Church at 640 Highway 165, six
miles east of I-25. Community outreach program provides nonperishable food items as well as dairy, frozen meats, and fresh produce as
available for Placitas residents in need. Donations, volunteers welcome.
Third Saturdays: Rio Rancho Northwest Mesa NAACP meets “Virtual.” Public is invited. rrnaacp.wixsite.com/website
Third Saturday: Monthly meeting of the National Association for
the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP). 11 a.m. Held at the
Don Newton Community Center, 4900 Kachina Street NW, in Albuquerque. All are welcome. www.rrnaacp.org/.
Second Sundays: Second Sunday Studio Shows. 5 p.m. Live Acoustic
Music. Suggested Donation: $20. Sponsored by Solamente Natural Plaster. Contact: Kent 205-6010, kent@solamentenaturalplaster.com.
Second Sundays: Placitas Cannabis Cultivators Club. 3-5 p.m. Experienced or novice growers welcome. Group is designed to help anyone
who wants to grow cannabis do it better. Donations accepted; not
required. Contact: 373 8860, luckylouabq@gmail.com,
www.meetup.com (Placitas Cannabis Cultivators Club, Placitas, NM).
January 7: Monthly meeting of the Rio Rancho Astronomical Society. 7:30 p.m. Held at Rainbow Park Observatory, located at 301 Southern Boulevard SE in Rio Rancho and online. The link for the online
portion of the meeting will be posted at www.rrastro.org. Special Guest
Speaker, Dr. Ylva Pihlstrom from UNM, will give a presentation on Red
Giant Stars in the Milky Way.
January 9: Placitas Artist Series. Artists’ reception at 2 p.m.; concert
at 3 p.m. Featuring Grammy Award-winning cellist Zuill Bailey and
visual artists Mary Luttrell, acrylic painting; Joyce Rapp, watercolor;
Christina Diaz-Arntzen, art quilts; Jo Anne Frederickson, art quilts; and
Erica Wendel-Oglesby, jewelry. For tickets and more information, go to
PlacitasArtistsSeries.org.
January 16: Artist reception for Joan Fenicle’s Place at Wild Hearts
Gallery. 1-4 p.m. wildheartsgallery.com.
January 29: Book signing at Martha Liebert Public Library. 10 a.m.
Martha Liebert, Bernalillo’s most important historian, genealogist, and
living cultural treasure, will talk about her groundbreaking new book
entitled Bernalillo: Between a River and a Hard Place. Free.
www.bernalillolibrary.org.
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CO M M U N I T Y
Corrales Senior Center activities
AGE REQUIREMENT: 60+ years
OPERATION TIME: Monday through Friday,
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
4324-A Corrales Road, 87048
505-897-3818
Activities vary month to month. The
Center also celebrates special events, and
holds holiday parties, birthday socials,
dances, and informal presentations. Open
gym equipment available daily.
Call the Center for the full Activities
Schedule at (505) 897-3818, or stop by
to pick one up.

ONGOING:
Mondays: yoga, 8:30 and 10:00 a.m.;
Tai Chi 2:00 p.m.
Tuesdays: Zumba, 8:30 a.m.; PWR!
Group 2:00 p.m.
Wednesdays: yoga 9:00 a.m.; Bingo
12:30 p.m.
Thursdays: yoga 8:30 a.m.; Project Linus
10 a.m.-2:00 p.m.; PWR! Group 2:00 p.m.
Fridays: line dance 8:30 a.m. and 9:45
a.m.; Tai Chi 2:00 p.m.

Placitas Senior Center activities
AGE REQUIREMENT: 60+ years
OPERATION TIME: Monday through Friday,
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
41 Camino De Las Huertas, 87043
(505) 867-1396
CALENDAR:
January 3: closed observance of New Year
Day
January 5: road runner food bank in
Bernalillo
January 10: breakfast/movie day departure
time 9:00 a.m.
January 13: shopping day 9:00 a.m. departure
January 17: closed for observance of Martin
Luther King Jr. day
January 19: project Linus make a blanket
day 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
January 24: card making class 1:00 p.m.
January 26: birthday social / health checks
with Sandoval County Fire and Rescue 11:00
a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

ONGOING:
Mondays: open gym 7:30-8:30 a.m.; yoga 9
a.m.; enhanced fitness 11:30 a.m.-12:30
p.m., billiards 3-4 p.m.; open gym 3-4:50
p.m.
Tuesdays: open gym 7:30-8:30 a.m.; Pilates
8:15 a.m.; Zumba 9:30 a.m.; painting class
9:30 a.m.; 12-3 p.m. Bingo, 1:15-3:30 p.m.;
open gym, 3:00-4:50 p.m.
Wednesdays: open gym, 7:30- 8:30 a.m.;
Project Linus, 9 a.m.; enhanced fitness 11:30
a.m.-12:30 p.m.; cards, 1-4 p.m.; chair yoga,
2 p.m.; Tai Chi, 3:30 p.m.
Thursdays: open gym, 7:30-8:30 a.m.;
Pilates, 8:15 a.m.; yoga, 9:30 a.m.; beading,
1-4 p.m.; open gym, 3:00-4:50 p.m.
Fridays: open gym, 7:30-8:30 a.m.; painting
class, 9:30 a.m.; enhanced fitness, 11:30
a.m.-12:30 p.m.; Bingo, 1:15-3:30 p.m.;
open gym, 3:30-4:50 p.m.

Bernalillo Senior Center activities
AGE REQUIREMENT: 60+ years
OPERATION TIME: Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
801 Rotary Park, Bernalillo 87004 • (505) 867-9448
CALENDAR:

January 5: Roadrunner Food Bank Distribution 8:00 a.m.
January 5: local shopping
January 12: Walmart day! 1:00 p.m.
January 19: Echo Commodities 9:00 a.m.
January 26: prize Bingo
January 28: billiard game day! 10 a.m.; birthday social 12:30 p.m.
ONGOING:
Mondays: open gym and billiard room 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Bingo 10 a.m.
Tuesdays: open gym and billiard room 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Moe Fit/Holistic
Fitness, Mind, and Body 10:30 a.m.; Yoga 3:30 p.m.
Wednesdays: open gym and billiard room 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Tai Chi 1:30
p.m.
Thursdays: open gym and billiard room 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Yoga 10:30
a.m.; Bingo 12:30 p.m.
Fridays: open gym and billiard room 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Mexican Train
Dominoes 12:30 p.m.

Sandoval County senior centers
lunch menu

Sandoval County senior centers
back to regular hours

December 1: beef stew, biscuit, fruit
December 2 Fettuccine Alfredo, Italian veggies, Caesar salad, bread stick, fruit, cookie
December 3: BBQ chicken breast, red potatoes,
veggies, whole-wheat roll, melon
December 6: pulled-pork sandwich, lettuce,
tomato, chili beans, veggies, fruit
December 7: breakfast for lunch, sausage, egg
scramble, gravy, stewed tomatoes, biscuit,
grapes
December 8: pork posole, zucchini, tortilla,
fruit, oatmeal raisin cookie
December 9: red chile bean enchiladas, Spanish rice, chuckwagon corn, shredded
lettuce/tomato, fruit
December 10: spaghetti, meat sauce, veggies,
garden salad, breadstick, fruit
December 13: Salisbury steak, mushroom
gravy, mixed veggies, biscuit, fruit
December 14: chef salad, fruit, club crackers,
vanilla pudding
December 15: Southwest tater tot casserole,
steamed veggies, biscuit, fruit

While activities at all Sandoval County Senior centers have
resumed from COVID-19 pandemic restrictions, meals are
still available for pick up, and for home delivery to those
who qualify. Congregate lunches are also being served
inside. Mask requirements are in place per state mandate
requirements at the time.
The menu is the same for all of the Sandoval County
senior centers on any given day.
To learn more about the weekly menus or to receive a
meal or activity update from your local senior center, give
them a call:

December 16: glazed ham, sweet potatoes,
Brussels sprouts/cheese sauce, garden salad,
sweet roll, cranberry Jell-O
December 17: filet fish, rice pilaf, veggies,
coleslaw, whole-wheat roll, fruit
December 20: country fried steak, mashed
potatoes, gravy, mixed veggies, biscuit, fruit
December 21:chicken pot pie, veggies, garden
salad, whole-wheat roll, fresh fruit
December 22: meatloaf, mashed potatoes,
gravy, mixed veggies, whole-wheat roll, fruit
December 23: cranberry maple chicken, gravy,
veggies, biscuit, fruit
December 28: chicken sandwich, roasted red
potatoes, veggies, coleslaw, fruit
December 29: Frito pie, chuckwagon corn, tortilla, fruit
December 30: pork chop, gravy, veggies, garden salad, whole-wheat roll, fruit
December 31: chef’s choice meal

Placitas: 867-1396
Bernalillo: 867-9448
Corrales: 897-3818
Rio Rancho: 891-5818
Jemez: 575-834-7630
Cuba: 575-289-3510
Cochiti 505-465-3162
If you are a senior or a disabled adult who cannot access
groceries, call the Aging and Long Term Services Department at 1-800-432-2080 for assistance.
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January 2022 Night Sky—
~CHARLIE CHRISTMANN
Not long after the sun has set this January, take a look at the
northwestern sky for the constellation Cygnus. Sometimes
called the “Northern Cross,” but its official form is that of a
swan, according to Greek mythology.
One story has Phaethon, the son of Helios the sun god, riding
his father’s chariot across the sky. This chariot held the sun as
it moved across the sky each day. Normally Helios would have
driven the sun, but Phaethon begged his father to drive the
chariot. Unfortunately, Phaethon was not a very good driver
and lost control of the chariot and the sun. Zeus was forced to
save the world by throwing a thunderbolt into the sky. The
thunderbolt struck Phaethon and the chariot, knocking it from
the sky, where it crashed into the river Eridanus. Cygnus, who
loved Phaethon, jumped into the river and pulled the bones of
Phaethon from the water so that he could have a proper burial.
The gods were so touched by this act that Cygnus was transformed into a swan and given a place in the heavens.
The head of the swan is depicted by the star Deneb, and
forms the northern most point of the “summer triangle.” If you
look a few months from now from a dark sky location, you can
see the swan flying along the river of stars that form our home
galaxy, the Milky Way. Another bright star, Vega, in the constellation Lyra, can be found near the horizon in the northeast.
Deneb is located around 1500 light-years from our sun, much
farther than other bright, first magnitude stars in our night sky.
The estimates for its brightness range from 55,000 to 196,000
times that of our sun. To our eyes, Deneb is the 19th brightest
star in our night sky. Interestingly, Deneb will become the closest bright star to the north pole around the year 9800 A.D.
Being a large super giant O-type star, it has already burned
through its supply of hydrogen gas and is now fusing heavier
elements. This has caused the star to swell into the super-giant
category. Its fate will be a supernova explosion in the not too
distant (in astronomical terms) future.
Just below the line between Deneb and delta Cyngus (in the
of middle of the right wing pointing toward Vega) you can find
a famous and perplexing star designated KIC 8462852, or
Tabby Boyajian’s star. Discovered in the Kepler telescopic data
in 2016 by a group of citizen scientists examining light curves
in the Planet Hunters Project, this star did not behave like other
stars astronomers had ever seen. It exhibited unusually deep
and irregular dimming.
Many attempts to explain how this happens have, so far, been
inadequate. The explanations range from a large ringed planet
orbiting the star to dust clouds from a disintegrating planet or
large moon. Others attempted to blame a large swarm of
comets, though the swarm size would have to be beyond belief.
One outlier explanation involved a Dyson swarm, conjured up

by the physicist Freeman Dyson in 1960. The swarm (or sphere) would be a shell built
from the materials available in a solar system that encompassed the host star. The purpose would be to provide available living space for a large population and to gather as
much energy from the star as possible. This structure would place the inhabitants at a
level 2 on the Kardashev scale (Humans might register 0.5 on this scale).
While the thought of aliens building such a structure was dismissed as pure speculation, one astronomer decided to search the sky for other examples similar to Tabby’s
star. Dr. Edward G. Schmidt, from the Department of Physics and Astronomy, University of Nebraska, Lincoln, NE, did the search and found 21 candidates that matched
Tabby’s characteristics. Fifteen were slowly dimming, more like Tabby’s star, and six
were fast dimmers.
In his paper [www.arxiv.org/abs/2111.01208.com], all of the stars Dr. Schmidt found
were classified to be yellow dwarfs, either G-type (like our sun), or F-type (slightly
larger and hotter than the sun). Astronomers believe G and F type stars to be very stable
and good candidates to host life.
Another interesting fact is that most of these weirdly dimming stars are clustered
within a few hundred light-years of Tabby’s star, about 1450 light-years from Earth. In
no other part of the sky did Dr. Schmidt find stars similar to Tabby’s star. The probability of such a close grouping in a small area is small, not statistically impossible, but
highly unusual. Dr. Schmidt states “Since no fully satisfactory explanation for the
behavior of Boyajian’s star, and by extension the dipper candidates, has been found, it
is premature to try to explain the existence of the clump.”
Hopefully, these new strangely dimming stars will help to explain Tabby’s star behavior as a natural phenomena, or... it might be aliens.
Dr Schmidt’s paper concludes “However, the possibility that extraterrestrial civilizations might have developed interstellar travel and expanded beyond their original planetary systems has been widely discussed in connection with the search for extraterrestrial
intelligence (for example, in connection with the Fermi paradox). If this is actually possible, it could lead to a clump of stars with inhabited planets over an extended region of
space.”
Let’s hope that if we ever decide to communicate with them that they are friendly and
don’t need our solar system to build more Dyson swarms.
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Animal news
Driver charged after crash kills horse
~BILL DIVEN

T H E A N I M A L H OT L I N E
To help reunite lost/found pets with their people.
If you lose or find an animal in Sandoval County,
email the information to:

The driver suspected in a collision that killed a horse in Placitas faces multiple
charges, one of them a felony, after reporting his car as stolen from the scene
of the crash, according to the Sandoval County Sheriff’s Office.
That claim, however, conflicted with witness statements, photographs and
dash-camera video, the sheriff’s deputy digging into the case reported.
Dispatched to Placitas on December 4, Deputy Eric Steen said he met with
Samuel Nuanez, 25, who reported his red 2009 Kia Spectra had been stolen by
the time he came to retrieve it. Nuanez told the deputy he was headed to work
about 7:30 a.m. on December 3, leaving the village and was passing a band of
horses when one leaped into his path.
According to the investigative report, Nuanez then claimed he and a towtruck driver who stopped behind him dragged the badly injured animal off the
road and put it out of its misery by hitting it on the head with a rock. Unable to
afford a tow, he said he left the totaled car on the shoulder as the tow driver,
took him to work in Albuquerque.
When he returned the next morning, he couldn’t find the crash scene because
the Kia and the horse had vanished and the crash debris cleaned up, he added.
Steen reported he told Nuanez it didn’t seem likely that someone would steal
a totaled car abandoned beside the highway and warned him about filing a
false report. Still, Nuanez signed a theft-declaration form needed to enter the
stolen car in a national crime database.
Before Steen returned to patrol, the dispatch center advised him Gary Miles
of Placitas Animal Rescue had removed the horse after it died. Miles met the
deputy at the crash scene on a curve near mile marker six, at the west end of
Placitas village.
Steen said Miles provided a copy of another Placitas resident’s dash-cam
video he’d received that morning showing events leading up to the crash.
Steen described the video as showing a red Kia abruptly entering Camino de
Las Huertas behind a school bus leading the dash-cam driver to brake hard and
apply his horn. When the bus turned east onto NM 165, the Kia sped west
reaching by Steen’s estimate seventy m.p.h., twice the speed limit, as it passed
Placitas Elementary School just before the school-zone lights would begin
flashing at 7:30 a.m.
While the video didn’t record the actual collision, Steen reported the Kia
might have reached ninety m.p.h. as it disappeared around the left-hand curve
approaching mile marker six where the speed limit increases to 45 mph. The
video soon shows the Kia driver standing outside his vehicle about three-hun-

email@sandovalsignpost.com
We will place it in the upcoming issue at no charge.
If the animal you reported no longer needs attention, please email the Signpost by the
20th of the month to have the listing removed.

The Animal Hotline is a free animal-friendly service of the Signpost.

dred yards past where the horse and part of the Kia front fender lay several feet
off the eastbound lane.
Steen reported that with school traffic in the area, Nuanez apparently took the
curve so fast he overcorrected into the eastbound lane that was free of oncoming traffic but not the horse. Miles also called another witness who told the
deputy that after the crash Nuanez continued west on NM 165 and never came
back.
Steen’s next step was to return to the house to confront Nuanez with the
information he’d gathered. Maintaining his story at first, Nuanez eventually
conceded to the scenario Steen laid out, according to the deputy’s report.
As a result, Nuanez was charged with making a false affidavit perjury, a
felony with a penalty of up to 18 months in prison and a $5,000 fine. He also
faces misdemeanor counts of making a false report, cruelty to animals, leaving
the scene of an accident, and reckless driving.
Nuanez is scheduled for arraignment in Sandoval County Magistrate Court
on January 18. However, a summons sent to his Placitas address was returned
by the post office showing no mailbox at the address.
Contacted by the Signpost, Nuanez said he was expecting a summons and
would contact the court. Before declining to discuss the case further, he
repeated his statement that he was focused on the band of horses on his right
and didn’t see the one on his left.
He also disputed the possibility that he was doing anywhere close to ninety
m.p.h. or he wouldn’t have emerged from the crash uninjured.

Get your goat!
Forest managers and scientists foresee prescribed burns as an integral component for long-term forest health. Some New Mexico pueblos are incorporating
another tool into efforts to mitigate the risks of wildfire: goats! High Country
News (HCN) spent time on Sandia Pueblo, where rancher Max Wade’s goats—
more than seventy Boer and Spanish ones—”eagerly licked and chewed the
bark and branches of knee-high invasive plants like young Siberian, or dwarf,
elms, and bright green tamarisk, or salt cedar.”
Since the tribe invited the goats last June to chew through fuel on the forest
floor, they’ve eaten their way through forty acres of brush. “This is a real solution,” forest specialist Michael “Scial” Scialdone tells HCN. “It’s fuel reduc-

Rio Rancho Astronomical Society meets
The Rio Rancho Astronomical Society will host its January monthly meeting
on January 7, starting at 7:30 p.m. The meeting will be a hybrid meeting both
at Rainbow Park Observatory, located at 301 Southern Boulevard SE in Rio
Rancho and online. The link for the online portion of the meeting will be
posted at www.rrastro.org. Special Guest Speaker, Dr. Ylva Pihlstrom from
UNM, will give a presentation on Red Giant Stars in the Milky Way.
Dr. Ylva Pihlstrom is a professor in the Physics and Astronomy Department
at UNM. She received her PhD at Chalmers University of Technology, SE, in
2001. Dr. Pihlstrom was thereafter a postdoctoral scholar at the National Radio
Astronomy Observatory (NRAO) and at the California Institute of Technology

tion. They are eating the vegetation, dispersing it, turning the soil up and getting new nutrients into the soil.” The goats also are helping the soil by walking
around it, not to mention receiving moisture and nutrients themselves.
Several other tribes have tracked the project’s progress and plan to follow
suit. Pueblos historically incorporated farm animals into their agricultural practices, Sandia Pueblo Gov. Stuart Paisano says; this project marks a return to a
more natural way of managing the forest. “They’ve done a pretty, pretty amazing job. It’s been very successful,” he said. “I think it’s a program that we’ll
continue to utilize.”

N I G H T S KY —
CO N T I N U E D

before starting at UNM in 2005. She is
now an Adjunct Astronomer at the
NRAO, the Associate Director of the Center for Astrophysical Research and
Technologies at UNM, and the Associate Director of the Center for Advanced
Research Computing at UNM. Her expertise is in radio astronomy and interferometry, with a special research interest in astrophysical masers.
The public is welcome to attend both the in-person and online meeting, and
telescope viewing will be available at the observatory following the meeting,
weather permitting. For more information, visit our website at www.rrastro.org.

Sandoval Signpost • Serving the community since 1988 • JANUARY 2022 • Page 27

LALO’S
PICS
Email your
photos
to “Lalo”
at:
email@sandovalsignpost.com

This picture was taken on December 7 in our front yard in Placitas.
Perhaps he is scouting homes for Santa’s visit.
—CINDA AND JERRY VAN SLAMBROOK

Gambel’s Quail—a small ground-dwelling bird
in the New World quail family.

Two coyotes—hunting in the new snow

Awww! Cute squirrel...
... and cute cottontail bunny rabbit.
—Quail, coyotes, squirrel, and bunny photography
by Todd Renneckar
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ANIMALS

C L A SS E S

Paws N’ Claws Pet Care
In-Home Pet Care serving:
Placitas, Corrales & Rio Rancho

ENGLISH TUTOR—Professional with 20+ yrs. experience, elementary, middle school, high school, and college
students. Certified in teaching reading and writing, and
M.A. English. Free evaluation by Zoom or in-person.
Fully vaccinated. Call or text Brian King, 505-235-9356.

Overnight Pet Care provided in Placitas
Pet Sitting • Pet Waste Removal

C L A SS I F I E D S
To place a classified ad,
email your ad or questions to:
email@sandovalsignpost.com
(Includes a free posting on the Signpost website.)
For further information, visit:
www.sandovalsignpost.com
or call the Signpost office at 505-867-3810.

FOR SALE:
HOMES / LAND
OFFERING A 19-LOT APPROVED SUBDIVISION FOR
PATIO HOMES OFF SHERIFF’S POSSE ROAD IN
BERNALILLO—This 4-acre parcel has all utilities in the road
with access from the top and bottom streets and will afford
good views of the Sandias. Developers, investors and builders
call for information on this unique opportunity. Call Porter 2633662. La Puerta Real Estate Services, LLC 867-3388.

{505} 440-0875
Insured/Bonded
Deb Stichmann
PawsNClaws02@gmail.com

Chris Livingston, Master Music Instructor
Piano, Guitar, Bass, Ukulele, Theory • All ages/styles

More info on my website: chrisfusion.com
LESSONS via Skype, Zoom, FaceTime, or in Studio
B.A. in Music • 20 yrs. Instructor & Performer
Certified in Early Childhood Teaching

FIRST CLASS FREE with 1 month sign-up.
505-980-4322 • chrisguitarpiano@gmail.com

NON-LETHAL SNAKE REMOVAL
~ ~ ~ Any kind of snake ~ ~ ~
Donations accepted for payment.

Call Moises—321-3600
PLACITAS—NO RESTRICTIONS! $50,000. Beautiful 3/4
acre lot in Placitas backing up to over 3,000 acres of Public
Land! No covenants & No HOA! Placitas Realty 505-867-8000,
Dave Harper 505-263-2266 placitasdave@gmail.com.

WILDLIFE RESCUE—Call 505-344-2500.
An all-volunteer wildlife rescue program to assist injured
or orphaned wildlife. A service of the Rio Grande Nature
Center in Albuquerque, New Mexico.
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PLACITAS—NEAR FOREST—$79,000. 1.4 acres on the
south side of Highway 165 in Placitas, located just 600 feet
from National Forest! Plenty of nearly level building space and
horses are allowed. Dave Harper 505-263-2266 Placitas Realty
505-867-8000 placitasdave@gmail.com.

CLEAN IING

PLACITAS—DIAMOND TAIL—$89,000. 2.4 acres on
paved road with panoramic views in a private (gated) subdivision! Includes water, electric, natural gas, phone & cable! Dave
Harper 505-263-2266 Placitas Realty 505-867-8000 placitasdave@gmail.com.

DESERT FLOWER CARPET & STEAM CLEANING
CARPET AND FURNITURE SPECIALISTS
We steam clean wool and silk area rugs, too,
plus your tile, grout and stone
867-4493 • www.desertflowercleancarpets.com

sandovalsignpost.com
• • •

ROSA’S HOUSECLEANING SERVICE, LLC

News and information

~ Family-owned business in Bernalillo ~

of interest

One-time cleaning (for moving or special events)
or Weekly • Bi-monthly • Monthly
Licensed • FREE ESTIMATES • References provided

to the residents
of Sandoval County

• • •

Call 505-379-8652

Rick DeVoss
505-267-7292

505-792-5544
12836 Lomas, NE, #G,
ABQ 87112

Associate Broker with over 4 Decades of
Experience Selling Real Estate Properties.
Decorated Air Force Veteran of the Vietnam War
Serving Placitas, Bernalillo, Rio Rancho & ABQ.
ARE YOU READY TO MOVE...?
email ~ PlacitasRealtor@gmail.com
Contact us for a free Market Analysis
of the value of your home

—“FOR SALE-HOMES / LAND,” continued next page
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SIGNPOST
C L A SS I F I E D S

G RO U N D W O R K
LANDSCAPING
~ CO N T I N U E D ~

FOR SALE—
M I S CE L L A N E O U S
REBUILDING TOGETHER SANDOVAL COUNTY
854 Camino Don Tomas, #2, Bernalillo, 87004

~ CO N T I N U E D ~

OPEN to public: Saturdays only, 10 AM to 2 PM

FOR SALE:
HOMES / LAND
~ CO N T I N U E D ~

PLACITAS—NEXT TO FOREST—$100,000. 2. 7 Acres. A
beautiful mix of meadow and trees with Las Huertas Creek
occasionally running through! Includes small acequia too! Spacious lot backing up to over 50,000 acres of National Forest!!
No covenants! Convenient lot with two great building sites,
room for horses & other animals! Placitas Realty 505-8678000, Dave Harper 505-263-2266 placitasdave@gmail.com.

New items arriving weekly. Masks required.
Deliver charity donations to facility
during store hours on Saturdays, or call 896-3041,
or email: help@rebuildingtogethersandoval.org.
Donations are tax deductible as allowed by law.
We will provide you with a tax receipt.

BLOOMING

NATIVE GARDENS
PROFESSIONAL
XERISCAPE DESIGN,
INSTALLATION
& MAINTENANCE

NOW SCHEDULING !!
Extensive plant knowledge • Over 30+ yrs experience
• 10% off labor for new Placitas customers
Call today to schedule an estimate

505-440-0875

bloomingnative@gmail.com

H E A LT H / S P I R I T
Reiki by January

"Helping you find your path to healing."
msjanuaryh@gmail.com • 806-239-9809 cell

Recommended by Angie • Placitas resident • Lic/Ins

BUDAGHERS—11 ACRES—$165,000. Acreage located
between Albuquerque and Santa Fe. Already platted as 2 lots,
but could easily be divided into up to 5 lots! Includes well and
electricity. Few restrictions, but mobile homes are not allowed.
Secluded, but with easy access to I-25. Dave Harper 505-2632266, Placitas Realty 505-867-8000 placitasdave@gmail.com.

PLACITAS—3 LOTS AVAILABLE—$195,000. Over 10
acres, already platted as 3 separate lots. King-of-the-hill building sites with 360 degree views, water & electricity already
there! Owners are selling all 3 lots together for one price. Placitas Realty 505-867-8000, Dave Harper 505-263-2266 placitasdave@gmail.com.

RIVER STONE CATE CLARK MASSAGE THERAPY

DALE’S TREE SERVICE—Pruning, removals, stumps,
hauling and mowing. 28 years experience. Dale Roberts,
505-473-4129 or 505-977-1981.

MT#4607 is NM Safe Certified and Certified Member ABMP.
Covid-vaccinated and committted to all our health.
Open Tues.-Fri. by appointment. Located in the Village of Placitas.
riverstonecate.com • Call to schedule—505-401-4015

S E R V I CE S
NEW HORIZON LANDSCAPE

G RO U N D W O R K
LANDSCAPING

Landscaping ~ Mowing ~ Maintenance
Yard Clean Ups ~ Trimming ~ and more!
FREE ESTIMATES!
CALL (505) 620-0219

FOREVERBLOOM—A HORTICULTURE AND
ARBORICULTURE BUSINESS. Services include:
Consulting, landscape design, plant care, pre-purchase
inspection and selection. Disease and pest infestation
control. Tree appraisals and landscape restoration.
30 yrs. exp. Please give me a call—Virginia Escamilla at
505-379-8890.

WHELCHEL
Landscaping and Construction Co.
NOW is a great time to SAVE MONEY on
Landscaping, Concrete Work, Paver Patios,
Patio Covers, Gravel Work & more!
We’re Specialists in
LANDSCAPING & OUTDOOR LIVING

Sprinkler & Drip Systems
Concrete, Flagstone & Brick Work
Block Walls & Stucco Work
Additions & Remodels
Kiva Fireplaces • Banco Seating
Outdoor Kitchens • Portals • Decks
Patio Covers • Retaining Walls
Terracing • Sod • Gravel & Planting

—“SERVICES”— continued next page

If you can imagine it, we can create it.

a H IGH & D RY L ANDSCAPES a
Country cottage gardens using native plants & permaculture

CALL/TXT: SALLY HALL—505-695-0243

Call 221-8052
References/Pictures on Request • www.nmlandscaping.com
Licensed/Bonded/Insured/Lic. #380846
A-Rating - Angie’s List • AAA - Better Business Bureau

—“GROUND WORK / LANDSCAPING,”
continued next column
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Adobe Handyman Services
I do it alll!
Tile Framing Drywall
Stucco Plaster Painting
Windows Doors Roofs
Stonework Adobe Landscaping
No
small
No job
job ttoo
oo sm
all!
FREE
ESTIMATES!
FREE ES
ST
TIMA
AT
TES!
Call
Scott
Call S
cotttt 3600-2394
40-5269

O'HARA PAINTING—Quality craftsmanship. Professional
service. Clean and efficient. Low VOC paint products. Insured.
Check references at nextdoor.com. Call Kieran O'Hara for a
free estimate. 505-699-6253.

Painting by
United Services
Residential • Commercial
All Paints & Refinishes • Int./Ext.
General Maintenance
Handyman • Stucco Repairs

A Friendly Reminder . . .

from Placitan
Jim’s ABR SEPTIC

505.250.6646
Licensed, Insured & Bonded

(A Better Rate)

Call 505-867-5594
Text friendly 505-315-5000

DAVE’S
BOBCAT SERVICE

Call/Text Anytime
Same Day Service!

Emergency
Septic Service
Always Saving the Day!
And we’re local!
FREE filter & enzymes with service.
FREE tank locates.
Lic./Bonded/Insured
Owner Operator
35 yrs. exp.

NEW MEXICO RUBBISH REMOVAL
WEEKLY TRASH SERVICE
• Serving the Placitas Area
• Bi-weekly recycling available
• Offering assistance
to elderly & disabled
• Placitas owned & operated

Call Jon Dominguez • 239-3971

Dirt Removal
Trash Haul • Grading
Tree/Brush Removal
Gravel • Driveways
Snow Removal • Backhoe

Licensed
& Insured

Call 505-264-1062
“Serving Sandoval
County since 1996”

Firewood for Sale
Horse stall
Clean-Up!

”HAPPY
NEW
YEAR!”
A stereogram
by GARY PRIESTER
TO VIEW THE STEREOGRAM:
Hold the image close to your
wide open eyes and look “through”
the image, not focusing on it, then
slowly move the image away
maintaining the blurred focus.
Let your brain work to see the
hidden image in 3D. Visit:
facebook.com/Eyetricks3DStereograms
to see images that change each week
or visit: eyetricks-3d-stereograms.com.
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This page is available for special back-cover
advertising placement. Contact the Signpost
to see your company or organization’s
advertising here—www.sandovalsignpost.com
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